
 
The Powerful Word of God 

(Powerful Reasons for Fearing Unbelief) 
 
Text:  Hebrews 4:12-13 
Main Idea:  We should fear unbelief because every heart will 
be scrutinized by God’s powerful Word, with His all seeing eye 
on a certain day of accountability! 
 
1. Reason # 1:  God’s Word is powerfully able to ___________ 

hearts & expose sin! (v. 12) 
 

 God’s Word is ___________________:  It brings life to dead 
sinners & renews Saints. (Eph 2:1, 12, 1 Pet 1:23, Ps 
19:7, Ps 119) 

 
 God’s Word is __________________:  It always accomplishes 

its purpose! (Is 55:10-11) 
 

 God’s Word is sharp & ___________________:  It is able cut 
deep into our conscience! 

 
 God’s Word is ___________________:  It is able to judge of 

the innermost thoughts & intentions of the heart. 
 
2. Reason # 2:  God’s all seeing eye leaves every person 

totally exposed and ___________________________!  (v. 13a) 
 
 
3. Reason # 3:  God’s all encompassing _________________ will 

bring every person under His accountability! (13b) 
 

 Believers:  We should make it our ambition to __________ 
Him because we are going to stand before the bema 
judgment seat of Christ. (2 Cor 5:9-10) 

 
 Unbelievers:  They will appear before the Great White 

Throne to be ______________________ and cast into the lake 
of fire. (Rev 20:11-15) 
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Application Questions: 
 

1. What was the main reason that Israel failed to enter the 
rest that God had promised them? (See 3:19-4:2, 4:11)  Was 
it that they did not hear the Word preached to them?  Why 
is the author of Hebrews so passionate about this issue for 
us?  Is it possible that we could also fail to enter our rest 
(heaven)?  What is the one thing that will keep us from 
entering heaven? 

 
2. Strangely the writer tells us to fear in v. 1?  What is it that 

we are to actually fear? (death – see 2:15, loss of salvation, 
unbelief?)  Is the writer of Hebrews saying that we could 
lose our salvation?  What other passages in Scripture teach 
that the believer’s salvation is secure? (See Jn 6:38-40, 
10:27-29, Rom 8:29-30, Phil 1:6, 1 Pet 1:5, Jude 24) 

 
3. What three motivations does the writer give us in verses 

12-13 in order that we may fear unbelief? 
 
4. Why is the Bible unlike other books, which are simply 

paper, glue, & ink?  What makes the Bible special?  What 
can the Bible do for you? (Eph 2:1, 12, Ps 19:7) 

 
5. How important is it for us to saturate our hearts with the 

Word of God?  What are you doing on a regular basis not 
only to hear the Word, but to obey the Word?  What is the 
danger that we all face when we hear the Word?  (See what 
Jesus said about the Pharisees in Matt 13:10-16).  

 
6. When the Word of God “cuts” us, what should be our 

response?  (1 John 1:9)   
 
7. How does it affect you that the all-seeing eye of God causes 

you to be “naked” in front of Him exposing every sin that 
you have done?  How does the following passage of 
Hebrews 4:14-16 help provide relief to this sober reality? 
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