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The Epistle to the Romans
Introduction

AUTHOR 

Paul, the apostle (1:1).  The authorship of this epistle has been universally accepted, even 
by  heretical  sects who did not like Paul.  It is ascribed to Paul by Clement of Rome, 
Polycarp, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and many other writers in the early church.  The internal 
evidence is also supportive of Paul as its author. 

PLACE OF WRITING 

Corinth, as evident from the greetings of Gaius, who lived at Corinth (16:23; 1 Co 
1:14), and of Erastus, who had settled down there (16:23; 2 Ti 4:20).  Also, Phoebe, who 
apparently  accompanied the epistle (16:1-2), was from the church at Cenchrea, a 
"suburb" of Corinth. 

TIME OF WRITING 

57-58 A.D.; while on his third journey  (Ac 20:1-3), just prior to his arrival to Jerusalem 
with the collection for the needy saints (15:25-26; Ac 20:16; 24:17). 

BACKGROUND OF THE CHURCH AT ROME 

Nothing is revealed in the New Testament as to the start  of the church in Rome.  It is 
possible that visitors to Jerusalem on the day  of Pentecost following the Lord's ascension 
were among the 3000 saved and later took the gospel with them back home (Ac 2:10).  
Or it could be that among those dispersed following Stephen's death were some that went 
to Rome and preached the gospel there (Ac 8:1-4). 

The first we read of Christians from Rome is possibly  that of Aquila and Priscilla, who 
along with all Jews were expelled from Rome by Claudius and were found by Paul at 
Corinth during his second journey (Ac 18:1-2).  After traveling with Paul to Ephesus and 
working with the church there (Ac 18:18-19, 24-26; 1 Co 16:19), we find them back at 
Rome and hosting a church in their house (16:3-5). 

From the greetings given by Paul in chapter sixteen, it appears that there were several 
churches in Rome meeting in various homes (16:5,14,15).  The names of individuals 
would suggest that  the Christians were primarily Gentiles, with a smaller number of 
Jews. 

The reputation of the Christians in Rome was widespread; both their faith (1:8) and 
obedience (16:19) were well known.  For this reason Paul had long wanted to see them 
(15:23), with the goal of sharing in their mutual edification (1:11-12) and to be assisted 
on his way to Spain (15:22-24). 

PURPOSE OF WRITING 

Paul expresses in this epistle that he had for some time planned to preach the gospel at 
Rome (1:13-15) and from there go on to Spain (15:22-24).  Though he still had these 
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intentions (15:28-29), the spreading cancer of the "Judaizing teachers" which had 
disrupted churches in Antioch, Corinth and Galatia was likely to make its way  to Rome.  
To prevent this, and to assure that his visit  to Rome would be a pleasant one (15:30-33), 
Paul writes: 

TO SET STRAIGHT THE DESIGN AND NATURE OF THE GOSPEL

In doing so, he demonstrates how the gospel of Christ fulfills what is lacking in both 
heathenism and Judaism, thereby effectively replacing them as religious systems.  Such 
an epistle would arm the church at Rome against  those who would pervert the gospel or 
suggest that it was inadequate by itself. 

THEME:  Romans 1:16-17 

“16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 
shall live by faith.”” (Rom 1:16–17 ESV)

In these two verses Paul states his confidence in the gospel and the reasons for it.  The 
bulk of his epistle is devoted to explaining why and how the gospel of Christ is God's 
power to save those who believe. 

OVERVIEW MAP 

Reference 1:1 3:21 6:1 9:1 9:30 11:1 12:1
14:1 - 
16:27
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Emphasis
Location Most likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely CorinthMost likely Corinth

Time C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57C. A.D. 57
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REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR INTRODUCTION 

1. Who wrote the epistle to the Romans? 

2. From where was it written? 

3. What is the approximate date of writing? 

4. What is the purpose of this epistle? 

5. Where is the theme of this epistle stated? 
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The Epistle to the Romans
Romans 1:1-17

OBJECTIVE IN STUDYING THIS SECTION 

To understand that the Gospel IS the revelation of the Righteousness of God

SUMMARY

Rom. 1:1–7, Salutation: The Gospel Concerning God’s Son: This is the longest 
introduction of any of Paul’s letters. Paul goes into more detail here because he had never 
been to Rome and he wanted to summarize his gospel for the Roman readers. One 
remarkable feature of this section is that many of the themes mentioned here also 
conclude the letter in the final doxology (16:25–27): (1) Paul’s apostolic authority; (2) the 
fulfillment of the OT Scriptures in the gospel; (3) the gospel that centers on Jesus Christ; 
(4) the obedience of faith; (5) the mission to the Gentiles; and (6) the glory  of Jesus 
Christ and God the Father.

Rom. 1:8–15, Thanksgiving: Prayer for an Apostolic Visit: Paul expresses his desire to 
come to Rome. Paul had desired to visit Rome for many years because he had a special 
call as the “apostle to the Gentiles” (11:13) to proclaim the gospel to all peoples.

Rom. 1:16–17, Theme: The Gospel of the Righteousness of God: Paul explains why  he 
is so eager to preach the gospel everywhere: the gospel is the saving power of God, in 
which the righteousness of God is revealed.

OUTLINE  

I. SALUTATION: THE GOSPEL CONCERNING GOD’S SON (1:1-7) 

A. Paul’s place in life:  _______________________ (1) 

B. Jesus fulfilled OT prophecy:  ____________________________________ (2-3) 

C. Jesus declared to be the Son: _____________________________________ (4)

D. Paul’s mission in life:  __________________________________________ (5)

E. Paul's ________________ of the Romans (6-7) 
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II. THANKSGIVING: PRAYER FOR AN APOSTOLIC VISIT (1:8-15)

A. Paul's _________ of the Romans (8) 

B. Paul's deep _________ to visit the Romans (9-10) 

C. Paul's ________ and ___________ to visit the Romans (11-15) 

III.THEME: THE GOSPEL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD (1:16-17) 

A. The Gospel’s respectability:  _____________________ (16a) 

B. The Gospel’s nature:  _____________________ (16b) 

C. The Gospel’s aim _______________ (16c) 

D. The Gospel’s scope:  ____________________ (16d)

E. The Gospel’s content:  _______________________________ (17) 
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WORDS TO PONDER 

gospel  - literally, "____ ____;" in the NT it  denotes the good tidings of the kingdom of 
God and of salvation through Christ (VINE) 

grace  - "favor, goodwill, lovingkindness;" as used in reference to God's favor toward 
man, it's freeness is stressed; i.e., _________ favor 

faith - "trust, conviction;" produced by God's Word (Ro 10:17), it expresses itself 
through _________ and ____  (Ro 1:5; Ga 5:6) 

power - from the Greek word dunamis (from which derives "dynamite"); "strength, 
ability" as a part of ones ______. 

righteousness of God - 1) God doing that which is ______ (cf. Ro 3:25-26); or 2) God's 
way of making one right with Him (related to the concept of "justification," declaring one 
to be "not guilty;" cf. Ro 4:6-8) 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE SECTION 

1. What is the main point of this section?

2. How was Jesus declared to be the Son of God? (1:4) 

3. What was the objective of Paul's apostleship? (1:5) 

4. Why did Paul want to go to Rome? (1:11-12) 

5. To whom was Paul obligated? (1:14) 

6. What is God's power to save? (1:16) 

7. Why is it God's power to save? (1:17) 
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