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The Epistle to the Romans
Romans 1:18-3:20

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS SECTION 

To understand God’s righteousness is seen in His wrath against Sinners

SUMMARY 

This next main section shows that God’s wrath is being righteously revealed against all 
people, both Gentiles and Jews, since all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (3:23).

Rom. 1:18–32, The Unrighteousness of the Gentiles: God’s wrath is righteously 
revealed because people suppress the truth about the one true God and turn to idolatry 
(vv. 18–23). The consequence of idolatry  is the moral disintegration of human society 
(vv. 24–32). 

Rom. 2:1–3:8, The Unrighteousness of the Jews: The Jews are not exempt from God’s 
judgment. 

Rom. 3:9–20, The Unrighteousness of All People: The argument of the entire section, 
1:18–3:20, is concluded here. Paul cites the OT to charge all with sin, both Jews and 
Gentiles, preparing the way for the claim that right standing with God is available only 
for those who trust in the atoning death of Christ.

OUTLINE 

I. THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE GENTILES (1:18-32) 

A. WICKED MAN DISHONORING GOD (1:18-23) 

1. Wicked man ________ God's revealed truth (18-19)

2. Wicked man _________ the testimony of nature (20) 

3. Wicked man __________ and _______ (21-22)

4. Wicked man given to ________ (23) 

B. HOLY GOD "GIVING UP" ON WICKED MAN (1:24-32) 

1. Giving them up to __________ _______________ (24-25) 

2. Giving them up to __________ and _____________ (26-27) 

3. Giving them up to _______ minds and all _______________ (28-32)
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II. THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE JEWS (2:1-3:8) 

A. EVEN THE "JUDGES" WILL BE JUDGED (2:1-11) 

1. The ____________ judge judges himself (1) 

2. The ____________ judge is judged by truth (2) 

3. The _______ judge reasons poorly (3)

4. The ____________ judge treasures up wrath (4-11) 

B. NOT HAVING A "WRITTEN" LAW DOES NOT EXEMPT FROM 
JUDGMENT (2:12-16) 

1. Those who sin will still ______ (12) 

2. The Gentiles DO have a ____ (13-15) 

3. Jesus Christ will judge ___________ (16)

C. THE JEWS CONDEMNED BY THEIR OWN LAW (2:17-24) 

1. The Jewish ____-________ (17-20) 

2. The Jewish _____________ and dishonor of God (21-24) 

D. THE LIMITATION OF CIRCUMCISION (2:25-29) 

1. 1. ______ by transgressing the Law (25-27) 

2. The true Jew is one circumcised in the _____, in the ______ (28-29) 

E. THE JEWISH ADVANTAGE (3:1-2) 

1. In many ________ (1) 

2. Especially in having the "_______ of ___" (2)
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F. ANSWERS TO POSSIBLE OBJECTIONS (3:3-8) 

1. Unbelieving Jews will not make the faithfulness of God _______ ______ 
(3-4) 

2. God is right to be angry, even if "unrighteousness" ____________ His Own 
righteousness (5-6) 

3. Though sin might  increase God's truth and give Him glory, people will still be 
______ for their sins (7-8)

III.THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF ALL PEOPLE (3:9-20)

A. Despite advantages, Jews like Greeks are _____ ___ (9) 

B. Biblical proof (10-18) 

C. Application and conclusion (19-20) 

1. The Law ________ all, especially to whom it was given (19) 

2. Law cannot _______, but only ______ the knowledge of sin (20) 

WORDS TO PONDER 

judgment - in some places, the idea is "___________;" in other places "____________" 
is the idea - the _______ must determine 

wrath - anger (in God's case, a just ___________ in response to sin) 

law - when preceded by  the definite article "the" (in the Greek) it usually  refers to the 
Law of _____, otherwise it  may refer to the principle of law in _______; there are 
exceptions, and the context must determine 

by nature - "a mode of _______ and ______ which by long habit has become 
nature" (Thayer) 

conscience - that faculty of _______ which makes _____ judgments (either excusing or 
condemning our actions); developed through ________ 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THIS SECTION

1. What was the main point of this section 

2. What two invisible attributes of God are revealed in nature? (1:20) 

3. How does God express His wrath?  (1:24,26,28) 

4. What one sin in particular is an indication that God's wrath toward man is in 
full force? (1:26,27) 

5. Why is one who passes judgment without excuse? (2:1) 

6. How does God try to lead one to repentance? (2:4) 

7. What is the reward given to those who do good?  To those who do evil? (2:9,10) 

8. How will God judge those who do not have a "written" law? (2:14-16) 

9. Without a "written" Law, how did the Gentiles know the difference between 
right and wrong? (2:14,15) 

10. Why were the Jews in need of salvation? (2:21-24) 

11. What advantage was there in being a Jew? (2) 

12. What comes through law? (20)
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