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1     The white horse - Antichrist

The 1st 4 seals: The four horses of the Revelation

(6:1-2)    “Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of 
the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come." I looked, and 
behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, 
and he went out conquering and to conquer.”

The 4 horses represent “forces” or events that are carried out on the earth. Horses are often associ-
ated with judgement in the Old Testament (2 Kgs 6:15-18; Jer 46:9-10; Joel 2:3-11; Nahum 3:1-7; 
Zech 1:8-11; 6: 1-7). There has been a wide range of explanations given concerning the identity of 
the rider on the white horse.  Two stand out as the most significant.

Many have tried to make this rider Jesus Christ Himself, but there are several problems with this view:

 1. It doesn’t fit the chronology.  If the first seal is to bring in the true Christ then
 the rest of the judgment carried out in Revelation would be necessary.

 2. The other horseman are all symbols of evil and there is no contextual reason
 to separate this first horse out from them.  When Christ comes He will bring the 
 final defeat of His enemies and the end of all devastation, not to be followed
 by any other judgments.
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 3. Finally Jesus is the one opening the seals, He is not the contents.

The other most common view of the identity of this rider of the first seal is that he is none other 
than the “prince who is to come” from Dan 9:26. As the events that follow in the remaining seals 
are examined this view seams to be the most contextually accurate, especially in light of other 
scripture we have looked at that detail this time period that have the tribulation beginning with a 
false peace and even a false christ.

The rider is given a crown on top of his head. It is a victors crown (stephanos) and not a kingly 
crown (diademata; compare with 19:12). Additionally this crown is “given” to him which indicates 
widespread approval.  Widespread because he goes out conquering and to conquer.

As an instrument of battle a bow is symbolic of might, yet the non use of arrows indicates that the 
might is exercised without force. One other way to view the bow in his hand is that it could be 
symbolic of a covenant as in the bow shown to Noah as a sign of God’s covenant to him. In the 
Hebrew and the Greek the word is the same for both.  Either rendering would link this rider in with 
Daniel’s prophecy of a false christ who “makes firm a covenant with the many for one week” (Dan 
9).

Even though there are many warnings in the New Testament to Christians to be aware of false 
christ’s and misleading doctrines (1Jhn 2:18) this horse brings in a period of false peace and 
deception carried out by the great apostasy and the greatest false prophet the world has ever seen. 
Paul details his rise in 2 Thessolanians:

"Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed 
either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for {it will not come} unless the apostasy comes first, 
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself 
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was 
telling you these things? And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be 
revealed.”                                                                                                    2 Thes 2:1-6 (NASB)

"For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he 
is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the 
breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one 
whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,
and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence 
so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe 
the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”                                          2 Thes 2:7-12 (NASB)
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2     The red horse - war

The son of perdition will be profiled in greater detail in chapter 12. Even though his political 
genius will bring the multitudes into believing in his false utopia, he will not be able to contain the 
warring tendencies of sinful men and the next horse shows that man will always be man.

Notice how the act of “taking peace from the earth” was “granted” by the Lord which again dem-
onstrates that the seals are direct judgments from God and not merely the wrath of man and 
Satan as some would say. Peace has been a desire of nations throughout history, but has never 
been permanently achieved by any one man or nation.  The core problem for man is the issue of 
his sinful nature and true lasting peace will only be achieved and sustained on earth when the 
Prince of Peace comes to reign. Politicians and world leaders who only have their own notoriety
and self promotion to gain will stop at nothing to be noted as those who have achieved peace in 
the world and usually ignore the obvious evil and sinister plans of those with whom they bargain.

No better example of this reality has been demonstrated than that of recent history and the now 
famous words of Neville Chamberlain who claimed “peace in our time” after supposedly striking a 
peace agreement with an obvious tyrant. Hitler quickly proved that there is no taming the wicked 
desires of sinful men. But no greater a disappointment will be realized than when the false peace 
brought in by the false man of peace is shattered with world war. What the false christ cannot 
sustain through political prowess he will attempt to gain through military might - the typical 
pattern of dictators. Daniel 8 describes his military might:

Eventually many will rise up to appose him and after the Abomination of desolation (Dan 11:31; 
12:11; Matt 24:15).  The great campaigns are described in detail in Dan 11:36-45.

(6:3-4)    “When He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, 
"Come." And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted 
to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword 
was given to him.”

"His power will be mighty, but not by his own power, and he will destroy to an extraordinary 
degree and prosper and perform his will; he will destroy mighty men and the holy people. And 
through his shrewdness he will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; And he will magnify 
himself in his heart, and he will destroy many while they are at ease. He will even oppose the 
Prince of princes, but he will be broken without human agency.”             Dan 8:24-25 (NASB)

3     The black horse - famine

(6:5-6)    “When He broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, 
"Come." I looked, and behold, a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales 
in his hand. And I heard something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures 
saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; 
and do not damage the oil and the wine."”
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History shows that war is usually accompanied by famine especially in the region that the war 
is taking place. The Lord typically will use famine as judgment (Lev 26:26; Deut 32:24; 2Kings 
8:1; Ps 105:16; Isa 3:1; Jer 16:4; Ezek 4:16-17; 5:16; 14:13; Hag 1:11). The famine will bring 
extreme food rationing as indicated by the scales. The Jews had an expression “to eat bread 
by weight” that was used to express scarcity.

A quart of wheat is just enough for one person to survive on each day and the denarius at the 
time of John’s writing was the daily wage of the average worker. If one wants to feed more 
than himself barley could be purchased in a little greater quantity for the same price, but 
barley is not as nutritious. The oil and the wine in such conditions would be considered luxury 
items and in times of war and famine luxury items are usually consolidated into the hands of 
the wealthy and powerful.

It is only natural that death would follow war and famine. This is death on a massive scale; “a 
forth of the earth”. By todays numbers that would be about 1.5 billion people. These deaths 
are caused by the war, famine and pestilence that are mentioned here. Disease through 
history has killed more people than even war. During the Civil War in the U.S. more soldiers 
died from disease than battle and the great influenza outbreak of 1918 killed some 30 million 
people.  That is three times as many as the soldiers who died in WWI.

The beast’s here are not necessarily large man-eating beasts. Many of the great plagues through 
history have been caused by rats, mosquitos, microbes and pathogens. Additionally modern 
warfare carries concerns of the use of biological, chemical and nuclear weapons. Unlike any plague, 
war or famine in world history, these events will encompass the earth; no location will be immune 
from the reaches of Gods wrath. 

4     The pale horse - death and the grave

(6:7-8)    “When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living creature saying, "Come." I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who 
sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was 
given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and 
with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.”

5     The 5th seal - the tribulation martyrs &
prayers for vengeance

(6:9-11)    “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which 
they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?" And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they 
should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.”
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Our God is loving, patient and merciful and to the redeemed He is refuge and strength. Most 
will not be angered over the message of a warm and tender savior, but when sin is spoken of 
and Gods wrath against sinners, that message will often be met with fierce opposition. God’s 
wrath is revealed virtually everywhere in scripture and it is only right for Gods people to long 
for His holiness to be honored and bring an end to those who hate Him and His people.

The prayers of the martyrs here are not a sinful desire for revenge, but are much like the hearts 
cry of the authors of the imprecatory Psalms who desire to see the justice of God prevail over 
the proud and rebellious (Ps 64:7-9;79:10; 94:1-2,23; 7; 35; 40; 55; 58; 59; 69; 109; 137; 
139; 144; etc.). Most of the prophets in the Old Testament speak of the vengeance of God on 
wicked people; even His own chosen nation was not exempt from judgment. God is long 
suffering but not tolerant of sin, but comfort is always given to those whom are His in light of 
His vengeance:

It is interesting to note that the Lord comforts them and then reveals that there is a “deter-
mined” number of martyrs throughout this specific time which points to the fact that the 
Lord is intimately aware of and sovereign over it and He cares deeply; “precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of His godly ones”(Ps 116:15). As indicated in the 2 Thes passage above 
the final retribution on the wicked will take place when He returns to earth even though His 
wrath will continually be carried out on the earth during Daniel’s 70th week. This martyrdom 
lines up with Matt 24:9 and even though there have been those slain for Christ throughout 
church history, this is a specific group of martyrs from this specific time.

"For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer 
will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says the LORD of hosts, "so 
that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear My name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves 
from the stall.”                                                                                           Mal 4:1-2 (NASB)

"For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give 
relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know 
God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of 
eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when 
He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed—for our testimony to you was believed.”                               2 Thes 1:6-10 (NASB)
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(6:12-17)    “I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;
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and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a 
great wind. The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. Then the kings of the earth and the great men 
and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid them-
selves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains 
and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is 
able to stand?"

The “day of the Lord” is a theme throughout scripture that always deals with Gods wrath on 
wicked people. This theme shows up 19 times in the Old Testament and 4 times in the New. 
The prophets used it when speaking of many of the “near” judgements that fell on Israel (Isa 
13:6-22; Ezek 30:2-19; Joel 1:15; Amos 5:18-20; Obad 11-14; Zeph 1:14-18) and many times 
the same texts would make seamless jumps to include what will take place in the final day of 
the Lord events (Joel 2:28-32; Zech 14:1; Mala 4:1,5; Acts 2:20; 1Thes 5:2; 2Thes 2:2; 2Pet 
3:10).

Because these warnings have been given to mankind through history and because we are 
restricted to our “time-limited” understanding, there has been no shortage of those who 
laugh at the idea of final judgement:

Peter here begins with the second coming of Christ and fast forwards to the end of the Millen-
nial reign when all of creation is atomically destroyed. By seal 5 the mid point of the 70th 
week has been passed and as we discussed in the introduction to the seals, the trumpets and 
bowls will be intensified events that take place within the 7th seal.

"God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day. If a man does not 
repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready.”

Psa 7:11-12 (NASB)

"Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following 
after their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." For when they 
maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and 
the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was 
destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being 
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let 
this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repen-
tance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with 
a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will 
be burned up.”                                                                                    2Pet 3:3-10 (NASB)
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Like the previous seals, this seal will reveal a “force” which will be a great fear to come upon 
mankind.  John MacArthur points out in his commentaries on Revelation that men have 
intense fears over all sorts of things, but rarely do they fear what they ought to most. In so 
saying he sights Luke 21:5 where Jesus says: “I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One 
whom, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!” And the 
writer of Hebrews says:

In light of the obvious day of the Lord not even atheists will deny the power and authority of 
God in association with all of the devastation.  Notice how these events are what is described 
in the events of Matt 24:29 and Luke 21:11; 25-26.  Joel, Zephaniah and Ezekiel also describe 
these events.

The great earthquake:  Earthquakes have regularly been associated with the presence of 
God as seen when:
 • The law was given to Israel at Mt Sinai (Ex 19:8; Ps 68:8)
 • Elijah called on God (1Ki 19:11-12)
 • Christ was crucified (Mat 27:51,54)
 • Paul and Silas were released from the Philippian jail (Acts 16:26)

Earthquakes have also been associated with the judgement of God:
 • The judgement of Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Num 16; Ps 106:17)
 • Isa 29:6; Ezek 38:19

This great earthquake or “shaking” will impact not only the whole globe but also the heavens 
and will blot out all of the false claims of a New Age dawning with Utopian dreams. The 
following events will only continue to reveal God as the source of the shaking.

The blackened sun:  Seismic activity on this scale will cause a great spewing forth of 
volcanic ash and gasses that will circle the globe. John described the covering as thick as 
sackcloth and it will cause the light of the sun to be blotted out.

The blood red moon:  The moon is illuminated by the sun and is obviously closer to earth 
and so some of that reflected light that is the red spectrum will be able to pierce the veil of 
volcanic ash that will fill the atmosphere.  This phenomenon is also recorded in Isa 13:10; 
Joel 2:31 and Acts 2:20.

Stars will fall to the earth:  In this case the term stars can be referring to any celestial 
body that comes hurling down to the earth such as meteors. Scientist are continually aware of 
the tremendous amount of space debris and asteroids that could collide with the earth. John 
describes them being like figs that fall from a fig tree when it is shaken violently.  There is 
another view here amongst scholars and that is that the stars are the angels cast down to earth

"For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE 
LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.”                                                                                                Heb 10:30-31(NASB)

The 6 disasters of the 6th seal
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as a result of Michael’s war against them in Revelation 12.  In that chapter which gives an 
overview of the major characters and events, we see the angels cast down to the earth at 
about the same point in that chronology as here in the 6th seal.  We will look at that in more 
detail when we come to chapter 12.  Additionally Revelation 9 reveals a star cast down who 
has been given a key to the bottomless pit and undoubtedly is also a fallen angel.

Atmospheric changes:  With as extreme as these events are, they are not the final atomic 
dissolution described by Peter that will take place at the end of the Millennium.  This tearing of 
the heavens will change mans perception of his physical reality. If the stars do represent the 
cast down, fallen angels, this atmospheric event could be describing the veil between the 
natural and supernatural realms being torn away.

Mountains and islands moved:  The surface of the earth is made up of tectonic plates 
and under such extreme conditions of movement will bring about the relocation of such large 
geographic formations as mountains and islands.  Still greater devastation will come with the 
pouring out of the 7th bowl that will actually level mountains.

Everyone will be fearful:  The socialists of today would have society believe that all would 
be well if only we could “even out” the playing field by re-distributing wealth.  Social evils are 
only a result of man’s social environment. But these events demonstrate that man is guilty 
before God not because of his social ill but because of his sin. There will be reason to fear for 
all, from the greatest, wealthiest and most powerful down to the smallest, weakest and most 
under privileged.

Fear that doesn’t produce repentance:  Despite the obvious, man will remain in rebellion 
towards God just as in 9:21 and 16:11.  Rather than repent and be saved the cry goes forth 
to be smothered by rocks which will not serve to block the inevitable.  The writer of Hebrews 
sums it up well:

These events serve to prove the accuracy of Gods Word concerning mans true condition 
revealed in holy writ describing his total depravity and inability to even desire the true God 
and His righteousness ( see Jeremiah 17:9, Romans 3; etc.). This same cry is seen in Hos 10:8 
and in Acts 23:30.

Recognition of the source:  Although there will not be worldwide repentance, there will be 
worldwide recognition of the sovereign God on His throne who has the authority and power 
to deal out such retribution. Notice how the world recognizes not only the Father, but also 
the Lamb whom they have rejected. Just as it was Jesus’s mission to do the will of the Father 
in His first coming, He will carry out the wrath of God in His second coming. Mankind will 
finally recognize that what they have been warned about by the faithful is finally coming to 
pass despite their mocking and scoffing.

The fear of the 6th seal

"And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the 
eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”                                                  Heb 4:13 (NASB)


