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The answer to “who will be able to stand?”

The 144,000 Jewish missionaries

Bad science?

Session 13 - Revelation 6-8:6 - The 7 Seals

(7: 1-3)    “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or 
on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal 
of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was 
granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."

(7: 4-8)    “And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four 
thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: from the tribe of Judah, twelve 
thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, from the tribe of Simeon 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.”

Chapter 7 marks the first pause in the three groups of judgements determined for the tribula-
tion week.  We will see that there is a pause in between the 6th and 7th trumpets as well in 
between the 6th and 7th bowls. In the midst of all of the devastation, these pauses serve to 
give a “breath” to the reader and also to mark out significant events, characters or story lines 
important to understanding the whole of the day of the Lord events. In this case, the judge-
ment is paused in the narrative to reveal the significant outpouring of Gods sovereign grace, 
mercy and faithfulness and His ability to deliver His own to final salvation.

John is not attempting to describe a “flat earth” as 
many critics of Gods Word would claim, rather he 
is describing the four “quadrants of the earth”. The 
fact that the winds are described in conjunction 
with the four corners here prove that this is what 
John sees since wind currents blow from the North, 
South, East and West. Winds are critical in the 
hydrological process that causes water from the 
surface of the ocean, large bodies of water and the 
land to evaporate up into the atmosphere were it is 
then poured back down onto the earth in various 
forms of precipitation. The winds also help to 
regulate the earths temperature.

Parenthetically, accurate modern geodetic 
measurements in recent years have proved 
that the earth actually does have four 
“corners”.  These are protuberances stand-
ing out from the basic “geoid”, that is, the 
basic spherical shape of the earth. The 
earth is not really a perfect sphere, but is 
slightly flattened at the poles. Its equatorial 
bulge is presumably caused by the earth’s 
axial rotation, and its four “corners” 
protrude from that. 

Henry Morris - The Revelation Record (Wheaton, 
Ill.:Tyndale, 1983, pg 126)
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“He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” Ps 121:4

Session 13 - Revelation 6-8:6 - The 7 Seals

One of the most amazing proofs as to the verac-
ity of scripture is how Israel as a people has 
been preserved through the ages, despite the 
judgement of the diaspora. Despite theories 
such as “the ten lost tribes theory”, there has 
never been a “loss” of identity concerning the 
tribes of Israel.  Both Peter and James speak of 
the 12 tribes and Jacob (Gen 49) and Moses ( 
Deut 33) both give detailed prophecies for each 
of the twelve tribes that speak directly to the 
future Millennial reign of Christ.

Neither the initial Assyrian and Babylonian 
captivities nor the current scattering as a result 
of the Roman siege in 70 AD have caused the 
Word of the Lord to fail and here in the Revela-
tion we find the “last word” on the matter as 
the Lord takes the time to specifically mention 
each of the tribes that will be represented by these 144,000 witnesses to the earth.  This being said we 
are left to ask about two specific names:

 1) Where is the Tribe of Dan?  
 • Prophecies given:
  – Given by Jacob: “A serpent…” (Gen 49:17) - symbol of sin
  – Given by Moses: “Leap from Bashan” ( Deut 33:22)
 • Left allocated territories ( Judg 18)
  – Deborah: “Didn’t leave his ships” (Judg 5:17) - Did not aid in defending other tribes
 • Omitted from genealogies (1 Chr 1-8)
 • Tribe through which idolatry entered the land (Lev 24:10-16; Judg 18:1,2,30-31)
 • Idolaters name to be blotted out (Deut 29:18-21)
 • A leader in apostasy under Jeroboam (1 Kgs 12:28-30)
  – and 100 years later (2 Kgs 10:29)
  – the “Voice of Calamity” (Jer 4:14; Heb); Amos 8:14; Heb)
  – Curse: Jer 8:16
 • Not sealed in the Tribulation (Rev 7) - Not protected from harm
 And yet, Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel (Gen 49:16) and Dan
 inherits in the Millennium (Ezek 48:1).

 2) Where is the Tribe of Ephraim?  
 • Was also associated with Jeroboam’s idolatry (Hos 4:17)
 • Since Joseph = Manasseh + Ephraim the three are used elliptically in scripture.

When we discuss chapter 20 we will look closely at the kingdom as described in the Old Testament in 
books such as Ezekiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zechariah; etc. These promises made in Gods Word will 
be fulfilled for Gods sake and not mans as Ezekiel records.  Chapter 14 also describes this same group
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A great multitude; the saints from out of the tribulation
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and an interesting term is used to describe them; “first fruits” (v14). They indeed will be the firstfruits 
of the harvest in Israels final redemption, but that is not all. They will be the firstfruits of those saved 
from the entire 70th week. An important question that arises in regards to these firstfruits is when they 
will be sealed.

In the context of the pre-tribulational view of the catching away of the bride of Christ, the translation 
of the church would leave the earth void of any biblical witnesses; thus the need for the “firstfruits” to 
be established. In the 5th seal we saw a multitude of martyrs before the throne of God that were slain 
because of their testimony of Christ.  We now come to the pause in between the 6th and 7th seal and 
we read “after this”. So that would beg the question of timing/order; how could there be martyrs in 
seal 5 and the first fruits show up now?

We must remember the context of each of the parenthetical passages tucked in between the 6th and 
7th event of each of the groups of judgements. So we do not have to make this a point of contention 
here, but instead understand that it is from the “great multitude” that the 5th seal martyrs come, and 
it is from the witness of the 144,000 that the great multitude will come.

In the progression of the pause we see a basic “cause and effect” relationship detailed by John. He has 
taken from the focus of the terrible judgements in the succession of the seals to the awe inspiring view 
of the firstfruit witnesses and the resulting harvest from the nations that come as a direct result. This 
group is now identified as separate from the 144,000 and there are several identifying things that show 
that they are not the same as the church that is represented by the 24 elders:

(7: 9-14)  “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their 
hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb." And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen." Then one of the 
elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, 
and where have they come from?" I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, 
"These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

Tribulation Saints 24 Elders
• Not Crowned
• Palms in there hands
• Saved “out of” the Tribulation
• Stand before the throne
• Not recognized by John

• Crowned
• Harps, not Palms
• Kept “out of” the Tribulation (3:10)
• Sit on thrones (1Cor 6:2,3; 1Pe 2:9; Rev 1:6)
• Recognized by John
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The redeemed from out of the Tribulation are able to be before the throne of God for the same reason 
that any man is able; because of the blood of the Lamb. The elder describes to John that they are 
engaged in continual spiritual service and sheltered by His spread out tabernacle over them.  This is 
like the Shechinah presence that God placed over His people in the Old Testament that was illustrative 
of His protective presence (Lev 26:11-12; Ezek.37:27; Zech.2:10-11; 3-8). This is in contrast to the 
horrors they have been delivered out of through martyrdom and death.

For those holding the view that the promise to the church in Philadelphia indicates that the church will 
go through the Tribulation while being preserved through it, (the same way Noah was during the 
flood), or even those who hold to a pre-wrath view of the rapture will have a difficult time explaining 
what is described here. As has been stated before, there has always been persecution and martyrdom 
since the beginning of the church, so the martyrdom of those beheaded for the testimony of Christ 
during the Tribulation is not unique except in its global scope and quantity. However these seen by 
John and described by the elder are shown to have been suffering under the same sovereign disasters 
that the Lord will bring upon the whole earth as seen in the seals so far.

They have experienced the suffering of the great famine, the lack of fresh water and the scorching heat 
of the “global warming” that God will bring upon the earth while His judgements are being poured out. 
In reality the only specific group of Gods chosen that is guaranteed to not suffer harm is the 144,000 
witnesses chosen to be the firstfruits of Gods salvation during the Daniels 70th week. The Lord Jesus 
is shown as the shepherd who leads these who have suffered to life giving water, unlike the false shep-
herds on earth that lead many astray into eternal drought, heat and thirst. For all who have suffered 
in Christ, the great reality here is that there will be no more sorrow in heaven and we see the tender 
imagery of the loving heavenly Father as He personally comforts His own.

(7: 15-17)  “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day 
and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over 
them. They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, 
nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide 
them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

(8:1-6)  “When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half 
an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given 
to them. Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much 
incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the 
golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers 
of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. Then the angel took the censer 
and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of 
thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. And the seven angels who 
had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.”

Gods response to the cry of the martyrsG7


