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Chapter 17 gives a detailed look into the spiritual nature of the harlot riding the beast who is called 
the “mother of all harlots”. This shows her as the source of all spawned harlots which we looked at to 
be pagan religion. The collective nature of all the daughter harlots are therefor embodied in her which 
speaks to the ecumenical nature of the final, world wide harlot that romances the lie and gives rise to 
the final beast and the ten kings. But chapter 17 ends with the statement that the harlot is a “great 
city which reigns over the earth”. All of the descriptions given are very literal and detailed. It seems as 
though the harlot is the personification of the city and so they are one in the same much like each of 
the 7 heads are to be understood as kings and their kingdoms.

The history of Babylon and the Chaldeans is just as important as the history of Israel and in fact is 
closely intertwined. Remember the metaphor of Israel throughout the Old Testament as the wife of 
God and this becomes very significant symbology in a national sense. Nimrod rallied the inhabitants 
of Mesopotamia to band together in their efforts to commune with the “gods” and stand in the face 
of the one true God.

Babylon was founded in 1894 BC by an Amorite dynasty and it eclipsed Nippur as the "holy city" of 
Mesopotamia around the time that an Amorite king named Hammurabi first created the short lived 
Babylonian Empire; this quickly dissolved upon his death and Babylon spent long periods under 
Assyrian, Kassite and Elamite domination.

After the death of the last Assyrian king,  Assurbanipal, Babylonia rebelled under Nabopolassar the 
Chaldean and the city of Nineveh was sacked in 612 BC. The seat of empire was again transferred to 
Babylonia. King Nebuchadnezzar  built a tower in honor of Nimrod which he called Etemenanki - 
“the building which is the foundation of heaven and earth”.  Daniel 4 details his humiliation under 
the power of God and eventual conversion. Many people miss out on the details surrounding her fall 
to the Medes and Persians; details that are very important when it comes to prophecy surrounding 
her in the end time events.

In October of 539 BC, Gobryas, a general of Cyrus, took over the great city without a fight. He had 
his forces divert the flow of the great Euphrates river upstream into a canal which allowed the 
waters in the mote surrounding the city to drop to waist level and under the cover of night, Gobryas 
moved into the city and the city fell as quickly as the writing on the wall had predicted.

When Cyrus paraded in to the city, Daniel presented him with the writings of Isaiah from 150 years 
earlier that spoke of him by name (according to Josephus, Antiquities, XI, 1, 2). Isaiah 44:27,28; 
45:1-5 are the passages in mind and this led to the initial decrees to send Jews back to Israel. 
Inscribed on the cylinder of Cyrus held in a British museum is “without any battle, he entered the 
town, sparing any calamity”. When Herodutus visited Babylon in 460 BC he wrote that it was in

The physical nature of the harlot

The history of Babylon - ancient Chaldeans
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“The word which the LORD spoke concerning Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah 
the prophet:......"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 'Behold, I am going to 
punish the king of Babylon and his land, just as I punished the king of Assyria. And I will bring Israel 
back to his pasture and he will graze on Carmel and Bashan, and his desire will be satisfied in the hill 
country of Ephraim and Gilead. In those days and at that time,' declares the LORD, 'search will be 
made for the iniquity of Israel, but there will be none; and for the sins of Judah, but they will not be 
found; for I will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant. Against the land of Merathaim, go up 
against it, And against the inhabitants of Pekod. Slay and utterly destroy them," declares the LORD, 
And do according to all that I have commanded you. The noise of battle is in the land, And great 
destruction. How the hammer of the whole earth Has been cut off and broken! How Babylon has 
become An object of horror among the nations!”                                Jer 50:1; 18-23(NASB)

“For neither Israel nor Judah has been forsaken By his God, the LORD of hosts, Although their land is 
full of guilt Before the Holy One of Israel. Flee from the midst of Babylon, And each of you save his 
life! Do not be destroyed in her punishment, For this is the LORD'S time of vengeance; He is going to 
render recompense to her. Babylon has been a golden cup in the hand of the LORD, Intoxicating all 
the earth. The nations have drunk of her wine; Therefore the nations are going mad. Suddenly Babylon 
has fallen and been broken; Wail over her! Bring balm for her pain; Perhaps she may be healed.” 

 Jer 51:5-8(NASB)

“When the LORD will have compassion on Jacob and again choose Israel, and settle them in their own 
land, then strangers will join them and attach themselves to the house of Jacob. The peoples will take 
them along and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in 
the land of the LORD as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive 
and will rule over their oppressors. And it will be in the day when the LORD gives you rest from your 
pain and turmoil and harsh service in which you have been enslaved,”                    Isa 14: 1-3(NASB)

tact. Alexander was welcomed by the Chaldean people as he entered in 331 BC  and made Babylon 
his capitol. The city atrophied in subsequent years and in recent history is even being rebuilt. This 
detail is very important.

The destruction of Babylon is detailed in Isaiah 13 & 14 and in Jeremiah 50 & 51. Several details 
stand out:
 • It will never be inhabited again
 • The destroyed building materials will never be used again
 • It will be like Sodom and Gomorrah
 • Destruction connected with the Day of the Lord
 • Israel will be in the land
 • The remnant that is Israel at the time will be walking with God

In the 4 chapters mentioned above the Chaldeans are spoken of as the inhabitants of Babylon when 
it is destroyed, a detail that is hard to connect geographically with Europeans.

The Old Testament predictions concerning Babylon’s destruction
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Babylon - the great fall

“After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 
earth was illumined with his glory. And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, 
and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird. For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the 
passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed {acts of} immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality.”

(18:1-3)

While examining the details surrounding the church at Pergamos, we looked at the “unholy marriage” 
of the church to the state and saw how pagan Babylonian religion was merged into what was known 
to the world as the church at the time. 1200 or years of the Roman Catholic system was pierced 
through by the Reformation, yet the same Pagan system of idolatry still identifies Rome. Even though 
Rome may be the driving force behind the final Babylonian harlot, she will find her way full circle back 
to Babylon, her ancient birth place.

The word “allos” (another) means another one of the same. Although this angel illumines the earth, 
he is merely reflecting God’s glory and is not Christ Himself. This angel had great authority indicating 
his high rank and after the plague of darkness from the 5th bowl, his illumination and loud declara-
tions of doom on Babylon will be noticed by all. The declaration is repeated twice which we have 
already seen means that it is certain.

Consider all of the dark supernatural forces that will be released and manifest on the earth from 
the sounding of the trumpets:

 • The sounding of the 5th trumpet = the fallen angels and locust - demons from the abyss released.
 • The sounding of the 6th trumpet = 200 million demons (Joel's army) in the area of Babylon.
 • Fallen angels cast out of heaven with Satan and confined to earth combined with demons that
   have already been roaming the earth.

As we continue to consider the supernatural history of Babylon as the epicenter of the supernatu-
ral activity that has spawned so much pagan idolatry, it is easy to see how it will be the “bird 
cage” for demons, unclean spirits and fallen angels. Birds were used by Jesus in several parables 
(Mat 13; Mk 4; Lk 8; 13) to speak of unclean spirits and the Jews viewed storks and some other 
birds as unclean, representing sin.

“Then the angel who was speaking with me went out and said to me, "Lift up now your eyes and see 
what this is going forth." I said, "What is it?" And he said, "This is the ephah going forth." Again he 
said, "This is their appearance in all the land (and behold, a lead cover was lifted up); and this is a 
woman sitting inside the ephah." Then he said, "This is Wickedness!" And he threw her down into 
the middle of the ephah and cast the lead weight on its opening. Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, 
and there two women were coming out with the wind in their wings; and they had wings like the wings 
of a stork, and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heavens. I said to the angel who was 
speaking with me, "Where are they taking the ephah?" Then he said to me, "To build a temple for 
her in the land of Shinar; and when it is prepared, she will be set there on her own pedestal."” 

 Zech5:5-11(NASB)
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“I heard another voice from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not partici-
pate in her sins and receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has 
remembered her iniquities.”

(18: 4-5)

“Pay her back even as she has paid, and give back {to her} double according to her deeds; in the cup 
which she has mixed, mix twice as much for her. To the degree that she glorified herself and lived 
sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says in her heart, 'I SIT {as} A 
QUEEN AND I AM NOT A WIDOW, and will never see mourning.' For this reason in one day her 
plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the 
Lord God who judges her is strong.”

(18: 6-8)

It is interesting when the region is considered and we think of the focus of the Tribulation as 
being the “time of Jacobs trouble”. Initially Israel as a nation will embrace the false christ as a 
world leader of peace. Under his rise to power he will confirm the covenant with Israel; and her 
neighbors. However we know that Jesus spoke of the faithful who will flee into the wilderness 
when they see the abomination of desolation take place in the middle of the week (see also 
Daniel 9; Mat 24:15-22).

This is further seen in the idiom of Israel in chapter 12 when she is carried away on the wings 
of an eagle to the wilderness for refuge for 42 months. In Dan 11:45 the beast is depicted as 
having his “tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain” 
While all believers will be called to not be a part of the one world false religion, this may also 
be linked to the departure of the faithful Jews into the wilderness.

The harlot is the living embodiment of the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of 
life. As she romances the beast, demons and fallen angels and enjoys the ride on top of the lie 
that is the final world religion, she sees herself as married to the king / kings of the earth.  
Notice the mockery that is directed at Israel who historically as a nation is  betrothed to God 
(as seen in Hosea and Ezekiel 16, etc.). She mocks and kills the people of the living God and 
has done so through the ages. The epicenter of spiritual wickedness will be brought down sud-
denly.

The judgment

Session 21 - Revelation 18

“And the kings of the earth, who committed {acts of} immorality and lived sensuously with her, will 
weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning, standing at a distance because of 
the fear of her torment, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour 
your judgment has come.' And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, because no one 
buys their cargoes any more-- cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen 
and purple and silk and scarlet, and every {kind of} citron wood and every article of ivory and every 
article {made} from very costly wood and bronze and iron and marble, and cinnamon and spice and 
incense and perfume and frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle and 
sheep, and {cargoes} of horses and chariots and slaves and human lives. The fruit you long for has gone 
from you, and all things that were luxurious and splendid have passed away from you and {men} will 
no longer find them.”

(18: 9-19)
The lament



Page 5

"The merchants of these things, who became rich from her, will stand at a distance because of the fear 
of her torment, weeping and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine 
linen and purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls; for in one hour 
such great wealth has been laid waste!' And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as 
many as make their living by the sea, stood at a distance, and were crying out as they saw the smoke 
of her burning, saying, 'What {city} is like the great city?' And they threw dust on their heads and 
were crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships 
at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!'”

There are 28 specific trade items mentioned here which once again speak to the literalness of 
the event and the city. The devastating and sudden fall brings a final blow to the entire 
economic, social and political system that is in place. After WW2 the leaders of Europe 
believed that the only way to “prevent” such devastation from happening again was to unite 
natural and economic resources. Out of the Treaty of Paris in 1951 was born the European 
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) that involved six countries.

In 1957 the alliance grew to become the European Economic Community (EEC) under the 
Treaty of Rome and the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) came under the 
umbrella in 1965 under the Merger Treaty. In 2009 the Treaty of Lisbon united all pillars of the 
EC in the European Union (EU) that is in force today. While the European Union is not quite 
the  fulfillment of the future Babylonian system or city it serves to show how struggles and crisis 
can be used by the globalists to bring about mergers and unions based on the unification of 
commerce, politics and even ecumenism.

Babylons future power and destruction will have three groups of mourners:

 • The kings of the earth - men who have been granted their positions of power as a reward
    of their total willingness to do the bidding of the beast

 • The merchants of the earth and

 • The shipmasters -  those who have embraced the beast, his mark and his worship that also
    have expanded their earthly wealth and lot in the Babylonian economy.

When the beast has his apparent resurrection and moves into the temple of God and fulfills 
the prophesied abomination of desolation, he will demand all worship go to him alone. The 
beast and the ten kings will devour the harlot that promoted them. The ecumenical harlot will 
be consumed and the final beast religion will take her place. The final Babylonian system will 
have completely merged economics with beast worship. The kings, merchants and shipmasters 
view and lament the destruction of the epicenter of the Babylonian system from a distance 
another detail that points to a very literal city called Babylon.

This moment of destruction and sorrow for all of those who look to the great city as their hope 
and joy will probably be the catalyst that the beast, his prophet and the kings of the earth use 
to gather a great multitude of the nations of the earth to gather in the valley of decision under 
the delusion that they will be able to thwart the return of the King. As we will see in chapter 19 
it will be the battle that results in the great harvests spoken of in chapter 14.

Session 21 - Revelation 18
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“Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will 
Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer. And the sound 
of harpists and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no 
craftsman of any craft will be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you 
any longer; and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom 
and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, 
because all the nations were deceived by your sorcery. And in her was found the blood of prophets and 
of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth."

(18: 21-24)

Finality of judgement

This is the first place in Revelation where the saints of God are commanded to rejoice over 
the judgement carried out against the wicked age of Satan’s rule (2Cr4:4). As the Kingdom of 
Jesus brings the end of the kingdom of this current “world”(Jhn18:36), all of the wicked 
influence of dark angelic and demonic forces will be brought to an end. Man is accountable 
for his sin, but his sin under the influence of Satan, fallen angels and demons has been the 
driving force behind the persecution of God’s children from the beginning. God takes no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ez 18:23; 33:11) and as His children neither shall we, 
but there is great reason for rejoicing over the fall of the world of Satan.

This total destruction will fulfill the prophecies concerning the fall of Babylon that are in 
Isaiah (13:19-22; 14:22-23) and Jeremiah (50:13, 39; 51:37).

 

“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced 
judgment for you against her.”

(18: 20)

Joy over judgement
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