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Session 15 - Revelation 10 -11:14

“I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 
and he had in his hand a little book which was open.”

(10:1-2a)

The 2nd Interlude

A unique angel1

In the Greek this verse begins with the word kai which means “and”. Even though many translations 
render this word “then” which would imply that this event takes place after what we have seen so far. 
However this isn’t necessarily the case. John pauses once again to describe additional events that are 
most likely concurrent with what he had been describing so far. Usually the parenthetical passages 
represent a step back from the time line to get a different perspective.

In the Greek there are two words that we get “another” from. If the word “heteros” is used it means that 
another of a different kind is in mind.  Here the Greek “allos” is used which means another of the same 
kind. This is important because although this angel has features similar to Christ, there are some 
important details that indicate that this angel is not Christ as seen in the many “angel of the Lord”, pre-
incarnate appearances of Christ in the Old Testament. Jesus never shows up as an angel in the NT.

 1) Since this angel is another of the “same kind” as we have seen before, he is a created angel and
     therefore cannot be Christ. And whenever John sees Him in Rev. he never calls Him and angel.

 2) Verse 6 indicates that this angel is giving glory to Christ who created all things and therefore
      this angel is distinguished from Christ.

 3) Since this angel comes down to earth as John sees it, it would indicate another return of Christ
     to earth mentioned nowhere else in scripture.

 4) As the angel speaks the seven thunders, John is forbidden by a voice from heaven to not record
     them. If the angel was Christ, the angel would have told John not to write them down.

The clouds represent the glory of God just as Christ will come on the clouds when He returns . The rain-
bow or “iris” is like the rainbow God gave unto Noah as a covenant sign and speaks to God’s covenant 
to those believers that are enduring the Tribulation. The brilliance of the angels’ appearance and his 
firm fiery stance represent the holiness of God and His consuming fire of judgment. The little book that 
could possibly be the seven sealed scroll or it could be representative of the judgements that are 
recorded there.
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This is the only part of the revelation that John is forbidden to record. Speculation here is futile 
because if God wanted us to know the record of the seven thunders would not have been
forbidden.

“When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a 
voice from heaven saying, "Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have 
spoken and do not write them."”

(10:4)

The sealed proclamation3

“Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right 
hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED 
HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, 
AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no longer, but in 
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the 
mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.”

(10:5-7)

The announcement4

Symbolizing Gods authority over the whole earth, this angels feet are on the land and the water. 
The angels’ lion like roar is associated often with judgment in the Old Testament (Jer 5:30; Hos 
11:10; Joel 3:16; Amos 1:2; 3:8). Seven speaks of completeness and perfection and thunders are 
also associated with judgment. These seven thunders came directly from God Himself as they are 
marked out distinct from the angels’ voice.

Another way to view the land and the sea are as the nations and the realm of the fallen powers 
and principalities. The sea represents a covering over the demonic realm The beast and his world 
system will be seen as rising up from the sea. Gods judgement is exercised over man’s realm and
Satan’s realm. 

“He placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; and he cried out with a 
loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of 
thunder uttered their voices.”

(10:2b-3)
The authority of the angel2

The raising of the right hand toward heaven was a standard Old Testament gesture for a vow (Deut 
32:40; Dan 12:7). This is a vow of truthfulness. The angels’ vow is based upon the eternality and 
power of God. The New Testament speaks of many mysteries revealed.

The “mysteries of the kingdom” (Mat 13:11)

The mystery of Israel’s blindness (Rom 11:25)

The mystery of the rapture (1 Cor 15:51)

The “mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thes 2:7) The “mystery of Christ” and “Christ 
and “Christ and the church” (Eph 3:4; 5:32)
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The mystery of Christ in the believer (Col 1:26-27)

The mystery of the incarnation (1 Tim 3:16)

Other mysteries revealed by Paul (1 Cor 4:1; Eph 3:9)
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Of all the mysteries spoken of in the New Testament one mystery stands out as what the angel 
has in mind here:

“He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in 
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.”

Eph 1:9-10 (NASB)

The act of “eating” Gods word was symbolic of the total absorption and compliance with it (Ps 
19:10; Jer 15:16; Ezek 3:1-3). Ezekiel was also commanded to eat word of prophecy in Ezekiel 
2:9-3:3. and as with John what was sweet in his mouth was bitter in his stomach.
 
 Sweet to the mouth: The realization of the justice of God that has been desired for so long
 will finally become a reality. No longer will the saints have to cry “how long” in their peti-
 tions to the Lord for their lives and His holy name to be vindicated. The utter joy and relief
 that the result of the wrath of God will bring is, for the redeemed, a sweet taste.

 Sick to the stomach: When the reality of the everlasting destruction of the wicked is fully
 contemplated by John as he begins to digest the book, he becomes sick to his stomach. Its a
 reminder that all believers should be moved with compassion for those who are without
 Christ. We are commanded to share the gospel.

John was told to prophesy again. This interlude and the prevention of John to write the seven 
thunders has been a pause in the direct action that he had been recording in the 6 trumpets. 
The seven thunders in, John’s hearing them, would have probably seemed to include the final 
chapter of events and now he must be reminded that there is more to come.

“Then the voice which I heard from heaven, {I heard} again speaking with me, and 
saying, "Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the 
sea and on the land." So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. 
And he *said to me, "Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your 
mouth it will be sweet as honey." I took the little book out of the angel's hand and 
ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach 
was made bitter. And they *said to me, "You must prophesy again concerning many 
peoples and nations and tongues and kings."”

(10:8-11)

“Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, "Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. "Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been 
given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two 
months.”

(11:1-2)

The assignment5
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The temple here is a real temple as indicated by the command to measure it. It is important 
to notice that no dimensions are given. In the Old Testament God often used this act to 
“mark” out a place for destruction (e.g. 2Sam 8:2; 2Kings 21:13; Isa 28:17; Lam 2:8; Amos 
7:7-9, 17). Judgement begins at the house of the Lord and the main purpose of the Tribula-
tion is to bring about the national repentance and salvation of Israel.

The temple will be the “prize” of the false covenant that Israel has through the false Christ. Yet 
when his furry is kindled against them, he will move in and desecrate the holy of holies. This 
act will cause the faithful remnant to flee into the wilderness (Matt 24: 15-21; Rev 12: 14)
At this the nations that have desired to see Israel defeated will trample the outer court until 
their time is done (42 months - last half of Daniels 70th week). The “times of the Gentiles” in 
its greater context began with the Babylonian invasion. This is not to be confused with the 
millennial temple.

The bible mentions 5 temples:
 1) Solomon's temple 2) Zerubbabel - 2nd after the exile
 3) Herodian temple - time of Christ 4) Tribulation temple - Matt 24:15; 2Thes 2:4
 5) Millennial temple - Ezek 40-48;
      Hag 2:9; Zech 6:12-13

Besides the fact that Israel has been gathered again into their own land after 2,000 years, the 
drive in Israel to rebuild the temple is one of the most interesting prophetic threads to follow. 
The Sanhedrin has been established and there is not a single implement left to be acquired in 
order for the temple to be rebuilt. Below are some good resources for this particular subject:

The tribulation temple

The New Temple and
The Second Coming Book
http://www.grantjeffrey.com

DVD by Dr. Jimmy DeYoung
http://www.prophecytoday.com

“"It will come about in all the land," Declares the LORD, "That two parts in it will be cut off and 
perish; But the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as 
silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them; I 
will say, 'They are My people,' And they will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"”     Zech 13:8-9 (NASB)

“Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you. For I 
will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plun-
dered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from 
the city. Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of 
battle. In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; 
and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of 
the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south. You will flee by the valley 
of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled 
before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all 
the holy ones with Him!”                                                                                         Zech 14: 1-5 (NASB)

Session 15 - Revelation 10 -11:14



Page 5

My two witnesses would be better rendered “The two witnesses of mine” from the Greek which 
indicates that they are specific and may have an historic reference. The reference to the two 
olive trees and the two lamp stands from verse 4 is also a historical reference from Zech 4:10-
14. The olive trees representing the  restoration of Israel and the lamp stands equating with the
 power and the filling of the Holy Spirit.

James and John had desired for fire to be brought down from heaven and consume the 
enemies of Christ on the spot, but Christ rebuked them as He came to offer salvation and 
peace to mankind during the age of grace. The contrast is interesting here as the judgements 
of the two witnesses seem to resemble that of Old Testament times.

In the context of the Jewish understanding, there were several “appearances” or returns of 
certain key figures that were expected:

 – The Messiah (from prophecies such as Mal 3:1-3, 5, 6)
 – Elijah (from Mal 4:5,6)
 – Moses (Deut 18:15-19)

In Malachi’s prophecy the witnesses will turn the hearts of the children of Israel as well as usher 
in the great and dreadful day of the Lord.

There were also two unfinished ministries:

 – Moses (Num 20:12, Deut 3:26-28)
 – Elijah (1Ki 17:1; 19:13-16; 2Ki 2:11)

Their appearance at the “Transfiguration” (Luke 9:30; Mat17:3) and possibly at the
 resurrection Luke 24:4-7;  and the ascension (Acts 1:9-11)

Their unique powers:

 – Elijah - Fire from heaven (1Ki 18:37; 2Ki 1:10,12; Jer 5:14)
              - Shut heaven (1Ki 17:1 - for exactly 3.5 years: Luk 4:25; Jam 5:17, 18)
 – Moses - Water changed to blood (Ex 7:19, 20)
               - Plagues (Ex 8-12)

The two witnesses

Their identity?

“And I will grant {authority} to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve 
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." These are the two olive trees and the 
two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of the earth. And if anyone wants to 
harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone 
wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way. These have the power to shut up 
the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have 
power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every 
plague, as often as they desire.”

(11:3-6)
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God also has a predetermined date for the conclusion of the ministry of these two witnesses. 
The “beast” is referenced 36 times in Revelation and this is where this title first shows up. He 
is linked to the demonic forces that come out of the abyss, and even though this beast will be 
given power by Satan, the beast is not Satan himself who is depicted as the great dragon (12: 
3,9). Chapter 13 will reveal him as the antichrist; the final world ruler who will be given power 
to kill these two witnesses.

The whole world will celebrate with gift exchange as they leave the bodies in the street, a 
practice of extreme degradation as seen in Duet. 21:22-23. Jerusalem here is called “Sodom” 
and “Egypt”. The holy city were Christ was crucified was the focal point of the ministry of the 
two witnesses who no doubt had their focus on preaching against the lies of the false Christ 
and his system. This is the only rejoicing by the “earth dwellers” in Revelation, and it will be 
short lived.

Just as soon as the watching world begins celebrating what they perceive as the end of the 
two witnesses, the world wide viewing will witness life return to them and just as John was 
told to “come up” to heaven, the voice of God almighty will call up to heaven the two 
witnesses. The immediate result will be a local earthquake that in Jerusalem will kill 7,000 
people, or in the Greek literally “the names of men” which may imply specific targets such as 
wicked leaders.

The “rest” is referring to those who survive the earthquake in Jerusalem and probably will be 
a part of the awakening of Israel to the acknowledging of Christ as their messiah. This posi-
tive note will bring this interlude to an end as the seventh trumpet will now be sounded.

The two witnesses - part two
“But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and 
they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them. And 
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." Then they went 
up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them. And in that hour there 
was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed 
in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. The 
second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.”

(11:11-12)

“When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will 
make war with them, and overcome them and kill them. And their dead bodies {will lie} 
in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
their Lord was crucified. Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations 
{will} look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not permit their dead 
bodies to be laid in a tomb. And those who dwell on the earth {will} rejoice over them 
and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 
tormented those who dwell on the earth.”

The two witnesses - killed
(11:7-10)
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