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The Epistle to the Romans
Romans 9-11

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER 

To appreciate why and how God could choose to reject the nation of Israel (except 
for a remnant) and save people from among the Gentiles 

SUMMARY 

In chapters 9–11 Paul will show that this divinely provided method of obtaining 
salvation is also Historical. In the course of history  God’s most precious promises were 
intended not for the unbelieving nation but for the believing remnants. Thus, it was, is 
now, and will always be, until Christ returns. The nation was rejected because of its 
unbelief (9:27, 31, 32; 10:21). Cf. Matt. 8:11, 12; 21:41; 22:8, 9; Luke 20:16; I Thess. 
2:14b–16. All Israel will be saved. See Rom. 9:6; 11:1–6, 26.

The Gentiles too are saved in no other way than by  faith. This rule holds for everyone, 
without ethnic distinctions. (Rom 9:24–26; 10:4–13; 11:20, 23, 25).

Paul shows how the disobedience of the Jews opens the door of salvation to the Gentiles, 
and how, in turn, the latter’s salvation causes the Jews—in both cases the elect remnant, 
of course—to become filled with a jealousy that leads to salvation (11:11, 30, 31). This 
constantly recurring turn of events results in the rapturous doxology of 11:33–36. But, as 
has been shown, for both Jew and Gentile the way of salvation is ever the same, namely, 
that of justification by faith, the product not of human works or merit but of divine 
sovereign grace.

Romans 9:1–29, God’s Saving Promises to Israel. God’s saving promises to Israel are 
irrevocable since they depend upon his word of promise and his electing grace.

Romans 9:30–11:10, Israel’s Rejection of God’s Saving Promises. God’s sovereignty 
is compatible with human responsibility. Israel should have believed the gospel and 
trusted in Christ, but the majority refused to do so. Still, God’s saving promises will be 
fulfilled.

Romans 11:11–32, God’s Righteousness in His Plan for Jews and Gentiles. God’s 
saving righteousness is featured in the salvation of true Israel at  the end of history, which 
is his saving plan for both Jews and Gentiles.

OUTLINE 

I. PAUL'S CONCERN FOR HIS BRETHREN OF ISRAEL (9:1-5) 

A. HIS GREAT CONCERN (9:1-3) 

1. His conscience and the Holy Spirit bear witness to his great ______ and 
_____ (1-2) 

2. He would even be willing to be ___ ___ from Christ for their sakes (3) 
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B. FOR ISRAEL, RECIPIENTS OF MANY BLESSINGS (9:4-5) 

1. Including the _________, the ___, the ________ (4)

2. Of who are the ___________, and of course, Christ Himself (5) 

II. THE TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD (9:6-29) 

A. ARE CHILDREN OF PROMISE, NOT CHILDREN OF FLESH (9:6-13) 

1. They are not all Israel who have _________ from Israel (6) 

2. As ___________ with Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau (7-13) 

3. According to God's _______, whose choice was not based upon works (11) 

B. ARE THE OBJECTS OF GOD'S MERCY (9:14-23) 

1. Possible ____ through His Mercy (14-16) 

2. Just as Pharaoh was the object of His _____ (17-18) 

3. God's _____ to ______ the objects of His mercy and His wrath (19-23) 

C. ARE OF BOTH THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES (9:24-29) 

1. Not of Jews ____, as foretold by Hosea (24-26) 

2. But only a _______ of Israel, as foretold by Isaiah (27-29) 

III.THE BASIS OF GOD'S CHOICE:  FAITH vs. NO FAITH (9:30-33) 

A. FOR THE GENTILES (9:30) 

1. Though they had not ________ been looking for it (30a) 

2. Yet many have ________ righteousness through faith (30b) 

B. FOR ISRAEL (9:31-33) 

1. Though ________ for the Law, did not have the ________ of faith (31-32a) 

2. And therefore ________ over Christ, as foretold by Isaiah (32b-33) 

IV. ISRAEL'S REFUSAL OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS (10:1-15) 

A. PAUL'S EXPRESSION OF CONCERN FOR ISRAEL (10:1-4) 

1. That Israel be saved, for they have ____ but not _________ (1-2) 

2. Through ignorance, they  seek to save themselves by the ___, and do not 
submit to God's righteousness in Christ which brings an ___ to the Law 
(3-4) 

B. RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW vs. RIGHTEOUSNESS  BY FAITH IN 
CHRIST (10:5-15) 

1. Righteousness of the Law as defined by _____ (5) 

2. Righteousness by faith as defined by ____ (6-15) 
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a. Involves the _____ and the _____ (6-8)

b. Involves __________ Jesus and _________ in His resurrection (9-10) 

c. Offered to all who _______ and ____ on Him (11-13)

d. Accomplished through the medium of _________ (14-15) 

V. ISRAEL'S NEGLECT OF THE GOSPEL (10:16-21) 

A. NOT ALL OBEYED THE GOSPEL (10:16-18) 

1. As Isaiah _________ (16) 

2. Even though they had _____ opportunity (17-18) 

B. THEIR NEGLECT, AND THE GENTILES RECEPTION, FORESEEN 
BY SCRIPTURES (10:19-21) 

1. As spoken by _____ (19) 

2. As spoken by ______ (20-21)

VI.  GOD HAS NOT TOTALLY REJECTED ISRAEL (11:1-10) 

A. EVIDENCE SUPPORTING THIS (11:1-6) 

1. Paul himself (1) 

2. There is a _______, just as in the days of Elijah (2-5a)

3. A remnant according to _____, not _____ (5b-6) 

B. BUT MANY HAVE BEEN HARDENED (11:7-10) 

1. An "elect" have been _____, the rest were ________ (7)

2. This "hardening" foretold by __________ (8-10) 

VII. HARDENING OF ISRAEL TO BENEFIT ISRAEL (11:11-32) 

A. THE JEWISH STUMBLING AND GENTILE CONNECTION (11:11-16) 

1. Salvation to the Gentiles an _________ for the Jews to repent (11-12)

2. This is one reason why Paul _________ his ministry to the Gentiles (13-16) 

B. WORDS OF WARNING AGAINST GENTILE CONCEIT (11:17-24) 

1. Gentiles are but "____ ________" grafted in to the root (17-18)

2. To replace "______ ________", true, but can just as easily be displaced and 
replaced (19-24) 

C. THE HARDENING AND BLESSING OF ISRAEL (11:25-32) 

1. Hardening is _______, until the _______ of the Gentiles come in (25)

2. In this way ___ Israel will be saved (26-27)
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3. They may be _______ of the gospel, but they are _______ by God (28)

4. And they may obtain _____ just as the Gentiles did (29-32) 

VIII. PAUL'S HYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD (11:33-36)

WORDS TO PONDER 

harden - to make callous, to make strong; can be accomplished in two ways:  1) 
indirectly, by providing occasion to repent or resist (eg: as when judgment is delayed, Ro 
2:4-5), and 2) directly, by strengthening those who rebel so as to contrast power, mercy, 
or judgment (for example, a)  Pharaoh, to show God's power, Ex 9:12-16; b)  Israel, to 
show God's mercy, Ro 11:7-11,31; c)  those who disbelieve, to show God's judgment, 2 
Th 2:9-12 

remnant - a small portion of the whole; Isaiah foretold only  a remnant of Israel would be 
saved (Ro 9:27-29) 

the Stumbling Stone - a reference to Jesus (cf. 1 Pe 2:6-8) 

confess - lit., to speak the same thing, to assent, accord, agree with...; to declare openly 
by way of speaking out freely, such confession being the effect of deep conviction of 
facts (Mt 10:32; Ro 10:9,10) - VINE

"so all Israel will be saved" - in this manner will true Israel be saved 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER 

1. How much love did Paul have for the nation of Israel? (9:2-3)

2. Who are the true children of God? (9:8)

3. What does God have the right to do? (9:18)

4. What O.T. prophet foretold that Gentiles would be a part of the people of God? 
(9:25-26)

5. What did Isaiah say would happen to the nation of Israel (9:27)

6. Why are Gentiles among the saved? (9:30)

7. Why are some Israelites going to be lost? (9:31-33)

8. What was Paul's prayer in behalf of the nation of Israel? (10:1)

9. What was good about them?  What was wrong with them (10:2)

10. Why was Israel not submitting to the righteousness of God? (10:3)

11. What should one confess?  What should one believe? (10:9-10)

12. For whom is righteousness by faith intended? (10:11-13)

13. What begins the process which finally enables one to call upon the Lord? 
(10:14-15)
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14. How does one come to have faith? (10:17)

15. Did the Jews have opportunity to call upon the Lord? (10:18)

16. How did God say He was going to make His people jealous? (10:19-20)

17. What example does Paul use to show that God has not totally rejected Israel? 
(11:1)

18. Why did God harden the rebellious Jews? (11:11-12)

19. Why was salvation allowed to come to the Gentiles? (11:11-14)

20. What condition is necessary to remain in the "tree of Israel"? (11:20-23)

21. How will "all Israel" be saved? (11:25-26)

22. What is Paul's summary on God's dealings with Israel? (11:32)
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