
 Micah – Session #2 
A study in the book of Micah, Summer, 2013 

Oracle 1: Israel’s Impending Judgment and Her Future 
Restoration (1:2-2:13), Part A 

 

 
 
 

 
 

� Part A: The Coming Destruction (1:2-16) 
•  Micah summons the nation of Israel (1:2-5) 
•  The Lord speaks of His judgment (1:6-7) 
•  Micah laments and describes the consequences (1:8-16) 

 
 
 
 



Micah Summons the Nation of Israel (Verses 2-5) 
� Read 2-5 

 
�  Verse 2: The                         of judgment 

• “be a witness against you”  
• Deuteronomy 3:19-21, 26 

 
 

�  Verses 3,4:  The                                of judgment 
• “high places” – likely a double-reference 
• Anthropomorphic description 
• Reinforces OT Theology: God is not only                       above the world but                               

in it and intervenes throughout history. 
 
 

�  Verse 5: The                                      of the judgment 
• “Jacob” – mentioned 11 times in Micah  
• Nine for the entire nation of Israel, One for Northern Kingdom and Once for the 

patriarch himself 
• Order of the questions previews Micah’s writing style 

 
 
 
The Lord speaks of His judgment (Verses 6,7) 

� Read 6,7 
 

� Verses 6,7: God speaks to the inevitable consequences of their sins. 
• Samaria’s fall – “make Samaria a heap” (ESV) 
• Describes the physical ruin  
• Rebukes the idolatry and physical sin 

 
 

�  Irony (v6): “…for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered and to the fee of prostitute they 
shall return.” 

• Baalism 
 
 
Micah Laments and Describes the Consequences  

� Read 8,9  
 

�  Verses 8,9: Micah’s lament 
• “wail”, “go stripped naked” 
• These are signs of extreme mourning by the prophet who identifies himself with the 

idolatrous nation. 
• “jackal”, “ostrich” 
•  Foreshadows the Assyrian attacks on Judah and attempt by Assyrian King 

Sennacherib in 701 B.C. (2 Kings 18:13-27) 
 
 
 
 
 



Application- Idolatry defined and why we too should mourn over it 
 

� Idolatry Defined from a Christian Worldview: 
• Anything that leads to the                                                         . (Easton Bible 

Dictionary) 
 

• The essence of idolatry is to invest our ultimate hopes, dreams and faith in 
something or someone                                                             . (Wesley Tracy) 

 
 
 

�  Group Discussion: What are some examples of modern-day idolatry? 
• For our culture in general? 

 
 

• What about amongst Christians? 
 
 
 
 
Application Homework-Where do I put my fai th? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Micah’s poetic description of the coming judgment of Judah (Verses 9b-16) 
 

� Verses 9b-16: Micah masterfully uses plays on words (or pun) in a poem to predict Judah’s 
plight.  

 
�  We will review a modern translation by J.B. Phillips from The Four Prophets, 1964 to help us 

identify his intended meaning. 
 

�  The map illustrates the locations of these towns where known. 
 
 
So then,  in Gath where ta l es  are to ld ,  breathe not  a word!   

In Acco,  the town of  Weeping,  shed no tear !   

In Aphrah, the house o f  Dust ,  grove l  in the dust !   

And you who l ive  in Shaphir ,  the Beauty- town, move on,  for  your shame l i es  naked!   

You who l ive  in Zaanan, the town of  Marching,  there i s  no marching for  you now!  

And Beth-eze l ,  s tanding on the hi l l s ide ,  can g ive  no foot -  hold in her sorrow,  

The men of  Maroth,  that town of  Bit terness ,  wait  tremblingly  for  good,   

But disaster  has come down from the Lord,  to  the very  

gate  o f  Jerusalem!  

Now, you who l ive  in Lachish,  the town far- famed for  horses ,  Take your swi f t es t  s t eeds ,  and 

hi t ch them to your chariots !  For the daughter  o f  Zion's  s in began with you,  And in you was 

found the source  o f  Israe l ' s  rebe l l ion.   

So g ive your farewel l  dowry to Moresheth o f  Gath!   

The houses o f  Achzib,  that dr ied-up brook, have proved a de lus ion to the kings o f  Israe l ,   

And once again I br ing a conqueror upon you,  men o f  Moresheth,   

While  the g lory o f  Israe l  i s  hidden away in the cave o f  Adul lam.  

So judah must mourn her loss  Make yourse l f  bald,  yes ,  shave your head in sorrow for  your 

darl ing chi ldren!   

Make yourse l f  look l ike the bald-headed vul ture ,   

For your chi ldren have l e f t  you and gone o f f  into exi le .  

 

 
 
 

Homework- 
� Please consider and pray about your application of Chapter 1 to your life and how it aligns 

to your goals for the course. 
• Where do I put my fai th? (Quest ions)  

� Read Micah Chapter 2 



 
 
 
 


