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Session 10 “AFTER THESE THINGS” - Revelation 4:1

“After these things I looked, and behold, a door {standing} open in heaven, and the first 
voice which I had heard, like {the sound} of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up 
here, and I will show you what must take place after these things."”

Understanding the Rapture

Chapter 4 clearly marks out the beginning of the third division of Revelation given by Christ in 
chapter 1 (v.19).

Revelation, from this point on, no longer mentions the church and we will see that all of the 
symbolism draws directly from Jewish references in the Old Testament. So it is at this point 
that one would ask about the rapture; is there a rapture? When does it take place in the 
eschatological sequence of events?  There are several foundational pieces to be put in place in 
order to develop a proper understanding of this subject.

Beginning in the Old Testament with the calling out of a nation for His future King (Ps 2) and 
then moving into a proper understanding of the bride for His King, we will see that the 
subject of the rapture becomes more ecclesiastical in nature than it is eschatological.

There is perhaps no greater example of the need to understand the Bible as one complete 
message of continuity than with the subjects of the destiny of the Bride of Christ, Israel and
the nations.  Many people seem to develop their understanding of the New Testament with the 
subliminal presupposition that it rendered the Old Testament merely a book of historical 
events with a whole lot of divine proverbs and lessons.

As we move through this subject we will see that it is vital even to the point of ones biblical 
world view to understand how the New Testament “fits into” the Old.  Rather than rendering 
the OT a relic, the NT brings all things to light as they pertain to Jesus Christ and God’s plan 
for human history.

Although we will look at the 4 various views of the timing of the translation of the church in 
more detail later, we will at least mention the 4 views now.  They are the:

 • Pre - Tribulational view • Mid - Tribulational view
 • Pre - Wrath view • Post - Tribulational view

(4:1)

(1:19)    “Therefore write the things which you have seen (vision of Christ), and the things which are (the 
church), and the things which will take place after these things.”(after the church) - parens. added
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First we must give a brief overview of God’s revealed plan for human history as this 
will help us establish a general framework of understanding.  It is important to do 
this because, as the saying goes, “we can‘t see the forest from the trees”. In Acts 
chapter 1 we learn that in the brief 40 days that the Lord Jesus taught His disciples, 
he taught them concerning the kingdom of God. In the light of that teaching they 
asked Him “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”(v.6)

Generally speaking the kingdom of God from Genesis to the time of Christ (1st and 
2nd advent) could be outlined like this:

 I. The universal rule of God over creation
 • Rule over the entire created order (even hell); no one or nothing exists outside of His sovereign
  rule. - (examples: Isa 46:10 ; Ps 103:19)

 II. The mediated rule of God in creation
 • Adam was created in the image of God to have dominion over the created order (Gen 1). -
  Governed by direct fellowship with God.
 • Satan begins his attack on man - causes the fall
 • Man is separated from God and is not what he should be - Heb 2:7-8  
 • From the fall to the flood
  • God left man to govern by conscience (Rom 1 - natural law)
  • Sin increased to the point of absolute lawlessness(Gen 6) - The flood (Gen 7)
  • Two main interventions by God before the flood:
   • The translation of Enoch
   • Cain put away from the presence of God
 • After Flood
  • Human government established
  • God establishes capital punishment after the flood (Gen 9:6) in order to restrain man
   from murder.
  • Governments not meant to be unitarian, but nationalistic - Tower of Babel - the first
   attempt at world government.   “Power tends to corrupt, but absolute power corrupts
   absolutely”
 
 • The Patriarchs; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob(Israel) - The chosen nation.
  • The Abrahamic covenant ( Gen 12:1-3; 15 - covenant ratified or “cut”)
  • The Land Covenant within the context of the Abrahamic Covenant( Gen 13:12-17) 
  • Governed by direct commands of God
  • Became the new focus of Satans’ attack
 • The Law and the Prophets - Moses to the time of Christ.
  • God gives the law to Israel (Mosaic Covenant) and rules through judges, prophets and kings
  • Davidic Covenant (2Sam 7; 1Chr 17; Ps 132, 89; Ezek 37)
  • The New Covenant (Jer 31:31-37; Luke 22:20; 1Cr 11:25; 2Cr 3:6; Heb 8:8, 13; 9:15; 12:24)

 III. The potential kingdom of David‘s descendant

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1
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The study of Gods word reveals His sovereignty over all of His creation and that all of those 
who are “His” belong to Him because of His elective purposes. There are several distinctions 
of those identified as the “elect”: 

The sovereign Lord governs His creation according to His own counsel and has predeter-
mined to accomplish all things according to His good pleasure (Is 46:10). Now that we have 
briefly looked at the forest, we will look at the trees that will help us further solidify how God 
has divided history (times and epochs).

One of the most critical points of prophecy is to understand that the writers of the OT used 
a very peculiar type of prophecy which often contained “near / far” implications that can 
sometimes be very difficult to divide. The over arching theme of all prophecy is Christ with 
the majority of the emphasis being put on His kingdom, both the earthly and eternal reign. 
Some of the most detailed prophecies given concerning Israel and the nations were given to 
Daniel. But the prophecy of the seventy weeks lays out a specific time line for Israel. 

National Israel (Isa 45:4)

Saints in the OT (Isa 65:9,22)

The church (Rm 8:33; Col 3:12; 1 Pt 1:2;
2 Tim 2:10; Tit 1:1, etc.)

Jesus - the divine man  (1Pet 2:6)

The holy angels (1Tim 5:21)

Mary the bearer of Christ (2John 1:1, 13 )

The tribulation saints (Mat 24:22 )

all references above from the KJV

“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 
make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal 
up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy {place.} So you are to know and discern {that} 
from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince {there will 
be} seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of 
distress. Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people 
of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end {will come} with a flood; 
even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. And he will make a firm covenant with 
the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; 
and on the wing of abominations {will come} one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruc-
tion, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”               Dan 9: 24 - 27 (NASB)
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 • Satan wars against Christ
IV. The mystery kingdom of God - The Body / Bride of Christ
  • Satan wars against the body of Christ
V. The realized earthly kingdom of David‘s descendant (future)
 • Will fulfill all of the OT unilateral covenants and promises made to Israel and her King
 • Satan bound (unleashed at end for final battle) 

Daniel’s 70 week prophecy

Who are the Elect?
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The results of the 70 weeks determined 
for Israel:

finish the transgression
Days: Sabbath on the 7th Day

(Gen 2:2; Ex 20:11)

Weeks: Feast of Weeks
(Lev 23:15,16)

Months: Nisan to Tishri
(Ex 12:2; Lev 23:24)

Years: Sabbatical Years for the Land
(Lev 25:1-22; 26:33-35; Deut 15; Ex 23:10,11;
2 Chr 36:19-21)

Types of Weeks in the OT

Not all
fullfilled

to make an end of sin
atone for iniquity
everlasting righteousness
seal up vision and prophecy
anoint the most holy place

The structure of the seventy weeks

Defining the interval

7 and 62 weeks 70th week

From the commandment
to restore Jerusalem (must
include plaza and mote)

to Messiah
the King

    Cyrus, 537 BC.           (Ezra 1:2-4)

    Darius                       (Ezra 6:1-5, 8, 12)

    Artaxerxes, 458 BC.   (Ezra 7: 11-26)

Artaxerxes, 445 BC.       (Neh 2:5-8, 17, 18)
Longimanus
Mar 14

Triumphal Entry
April 6, 32 AD

Jewish calendar = 360 days
69(wks) x 7(yrs) x 360 = 173,880 days

445 BC - 32 AD :  173, 740
Mar 14 - Apr 6:           24

Leap years:         116

173, 880  PRECISE!!!Much of this research can
be attributed to Sir Robert
Anderson’s 1894 work “The Coming Prince”

Messiah
cut off

Defined by the
false covenant 
between the
prince and the
many (Israel).

Further defined
by mid-week
abomination in
the temple

I
N
T
E
R
V
A
L
?

Christ Himself emphasizes the “near / far” aspect to prophecy thus indicating an interval in 
His ministry when He opens His ministry in Nazareth by quoting from Isaiah:

“And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the 
place where it was written, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE 
ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PRO-
CLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET 
FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE 
LORD." And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”                                Luke 4: 17 - 21 (NASB)
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Just as the covenants define Israel, so do the feasts. In the study of both there are prophetic 
implications for both Israel and the nations and they were given for the Jews as God’s people 
to rehearse in order to understand the “oracles of God” (Rm 3:2; Heb 5:12).  Even though we 
are not bound to a legalistic enslavement to the feast days, we non the less do ourselves a 
great disservice if we fail to understand them as they all point to Christ:

• The Spring Feasts - ( 1st Month: Nisan) 
 Passover - 10th -14th (Ex 11)
  Christ presented as the King (lamb) on the 10th
  Examined by Jew & Gentile - blemish free
  Crucified on Passover
 Feast of unleavened bread - eve of the 14th
  Jesus was made sin for us (2Cor 5:21  1Jhn 3:5)
  I am the bread of Life (Jhn 6:32-35; 47-51)
 First Fruits - Morning after the 1st sabbath after Passover (on the anniversary of Noah’s  
  new beginning) Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection (1 Cor 15:20-23; Mt
  27:52-53; Eph 1:9; Rm 11:16)

• The Feast of Weeks - Pentacost (Shavout)

  One of three mandatory feasts - Duet 16:16
   The feast of unleavened bread • The feast of weeks • The feast of tabernacles
  Associated with the bringing in of the wheat harvest
  Only time use of leavened bread is allowed - 2 loaves

• The Fall Feasts    - ( 7th Month: Tishri) 
 Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah)  - 1st
 Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) - 10th
 Feast of Tabernacles / Booths (Sukkot) -15th

Note what Christ left out:

“To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God;”      
                                    Is 62: 2 (NASB)
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The Feasts of the Lord Rehearse Christ(redemption); show an interval

“Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day-- things which are a {mere} shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ.”                                                                                                            Col 2:16-17

“You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from the day when you brought 
in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete sabbaths. You shall count fifty days to 
the day after the seventh sabbath; then you shall present a new grain offering to the LORD.” 

Lev 23:15,16

{
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When Christ presented Himself as the Messiah to Jerusalem, they did not receive Him. We see 
by His declaration that He held them accountable for knowing the time of His visitation and 
therefore pronounced judgement on them:

Except for the remnant of believing Jews who were being saved, the national position of Israel 
under it’s satanic leadership and the judicious choice by God to not grace them with sight left 
them unable to see the truth concerning their anticipated King and kingdom:

“When He approached {Jerusalem,} He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known in 
this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 
For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and 
surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the 
time of your visitation."”        Luke 19: 41-44 (NASB)

The Judicial Blinding of Israel

“And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" Jesus answered 
them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has 
not been granted. For whoever has, to him {more} shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in 
parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they under-
stand.”                                                                                                              Mat 13:10-13 (NASB)

The effect  of the blinding

There is a clear purpose in God choosing to not exercise His merciful plan of the restoration 
of Israel at that time in history even though the faithful were looking for it (God always has a 
remnant).  The disciples repeatedly asked Jesus about the restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel both before and after His death and resurrection, but Jesus tells them in Acts (1:6) 
that it is not for them to know the times (chronos = “fixed time”) and the epochs (kairos = 
seasons; a period of time to bring crisis or change). see also Dan 2:21; 1Thes 5:1

So even though they were not wrong to believe the Old Testament promises, they were not 
aware of the mystery aspect of the kingdom. So we need to look at and understand the 
mystery since it has so much to do with the hardening of Israel and the promises of God.

The purpose  of the blinding
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Israel’s time clock on hold

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, {the city} that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen {gathers} her brood under her wings, and you 
would not {have it!} "Behold, your house is left to you {desolate;} and I say to you, you will not see 
Me until {the time} comes when you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD!”                                                                                                       Luke 13: 34-35 (NASB)


