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The hardening of Israel is judicially given by God; and not an accident.  Erroneous teaching would 
claim that because Israel didn’t respond in belief, God had to come up with an alternate Israel, but 
Paul reveals that Israel’s hardness was intended for the mystery to be revealed.

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.                                     Mat 16:15-18 (NASB)

Notice how the hidden wisdom that was predestined before the ages is “to our glory”.  The our is 
the Church and the Church is the fullness of Christ (Eph 1:22,23).  Even though this mystery was 
established before creation, God didn’t choose to reveal it until the advent of Jesus and particularly 
it was given to Paul who disclosed it’s reality on the pages of Holy writ; that is the stewardship or 
dispensation of God’s grace (Eph 3:2; 1Cor 9:17; Col 1:25).  A couple other references to the eternal 
origins of the mystery are:

So the church is something hidden in the past (prior to the time of Christ) and really makes it’s 
debut from the prophetic utterance of Christ at His own revelation to Peter:

“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers 
of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for
 if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;”

1Cor2:6-8 (NASB)

“and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things;”                                                                                                                     Eph 3:9 (NASB)

“that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested 
to His saints,”                                                                                                                            Col1:26 (NASB)

The origin of the mystery

In light of created time and space

“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your 
own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE 
WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB. "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I 
TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from 
the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because 
of their disobedience, so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they 
also may now be shown mercy.  For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.

Rom 11:25-32 (NASB)
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As previously discussed, the promises laid out in the unilateral covenants and prophecies of the Old 
Testament are directed to Israel with only hints at implications for the Gentiles.  Note Paul’s reference 
once again to this fact based on what the Gentiles were excluded from; the commonwealth of Israel and 
the promises to them which rendered them “without God in the world”.

The hatred of the Jews toward the Gentiles was no insignificant fact.  The Jews wouldn’t even pass 
through Samaria when going from the southern region of Judea traveling up to the Galilee because the 
Samaritans were mixed Jew and Gentile.  It is the Law and ordinances that separated the two and 
yet because Christ had fulfilled the law in His flesh and then offered His perfected humanity up 
He put to death the old man (Rm 6:3-6; 1Cor 15:22; Gal 2:20) and in the one new man there is peace 
because all righteousness is established by grace, not any efforts of man.

This part of the truth of the mystery is what Paul was seized and imprisoned for in Jerusalem.  In the 
body of Christ there are no distinctions of importance or status as all are one: 

2

“Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the 
so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at that 
time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of prom-
ise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

Eph 2:11-12 (NASB)

“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abol-
ishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself 
He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body 
to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO 
YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;”

Eph 2:13-17 (NASB)

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles if indeed you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made known to me the 
mystery, as I wrote before in brief. By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been 
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and 
fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,”

Eph 3:1-6 (NASB)

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs 
according to promise.”                                                                              Gal 3: 26-29 (NASB) see also 1Cor 12:13

The Mystery of the One New Man

No distinction between Jew and Gentile - a look at Eph 2:11-17; 3:1-6 
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What is important to keep in mind is that the “descendants of Abraham” spoken of here are a 
spiritual seed based on faith which is the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit.  It is through 
Abraham’s physical seed that the Lord established Israel, and it is through Israel that Jesus will 
rule over the nations, but all of the promises were always intended to extend ultimately to the 
faithful, believing seed and not to the unbelieving seed.

Therefore only the faithful are heirs of promise.  This verse in no way is saying that the nation of Israel 
has lost the promise, but that Gentiles who were never a distinctive part of the promise now are through 
Christ (see Rom 11).  This abolition of distinction is only true within the church.  Outside of the church 
the Lord still distinguishes between them:

In the Millennium, the distinction between Israel and the nations will still exist for God’s purposes even 
though there will be no second class status among the redeemed. Salvation will still be only through 
Christ.

The promise of the Holy Spirit was initially hinted at by John the baptist prior to the ministry of Christ 
(Mat 3:11; Mrk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jhn 1:33).  When speaking of John the baptist, Jesus makes a profound 
statement that would indicate a major distinction between John’s reality and the one to come in the 
church age:

Jesus indicated that in His absence the Holy Spirit would be sent to them.  He did so prior to His death 
( Jhn 7:37-39; 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7) and also after His resurrection (Acts 1:5,8).  But it was not until 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)that the reality of these promises would be understood.  Paul explains what this 
reality is:

It is through the Holy Spirit that we are placed into the body of Christ:

The Mystery of Christ in You

2

“Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense either to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of God;”                                                                        1Cor 10:31-32 (NASB)

“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. For all the prophets and the Law proph-
esied until John.”                                                                                                Matt 11:11-13 (NASB)

“that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to 
His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”                                                                           Col 1:26-27 (NASB)

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.”                                                                             1Cor 12:13 (NASB)
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2

It is the Holy Spirit who is given to each believer to seal us in Christ:

The Greek for the word pledge is “arrabón” and has Hebrew etymology.  It is the money provided to 
indicate that a deal that has been made is complete.  Jesus Christ paid for His bride with His own blood 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit marks each believer as “betrothed” to Christ.

This is true for each individual in the body of Christ.  There is also the corporate view of the body in 
which the whole is being built into a dwelling of God (Eph 2:19-22).

This is an amazing picture of how God views Christ and His bride.  It has always been God’s design for 
a man and a woman through the institution of marriage to become one person.  Therefore marriage is 
the ultimate demonstration of daily self-sacrifice as two people should become indistinguishable in 
unity.  This is the destiny of the bride and bride Groom as Christ is formed in us:

This aspect of the mystery deals with the manifestation of God in human flesh; Jesus the incarnate God.
It is only through the fusion of godliness with flesh and blood that the one new man could emerge. The 
fullness of the character of God had to take on human form in order for the law to be brought to completion 
in humanity.  Because Jesus achieved the mystery of godliness, redemption is possible and therefore godli-
ness can be attributed to redeemed mankind.

2

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Eph 1:13,14 (NASB)

“FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS 
WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to 
Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the 
wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”                                                                      Eph 5:31-33 (NASB)

“My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you—”                                     
Gal 4:19 (NASB) see also Eph 4:11-16

The Mystery of the Two Becoming One Flesh

The Mystery of Godliness

“But in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. By common confession, great is the mystery 
of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the 
nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.”                                                             1Tim 3:15,16 (NASB)
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A look at the 1st chapter of Ezekiel gives the first hint of the marvelous plan of the incarnation of God 
to the angels.  Lucifer was given the position of highest glory amongst the angels in the celestial court 
of God.  Ezekiel gazed upon something that resembled the throne of God that appeared above the 
expanse and on it was one with the “appearance of a man”, but “He is not a man”(Job 9:32).  So as 
the vision of a Man on the throne of God appeared to them it would have been new and puzzling and 
could very well have been the trigger that caused Satan’s rebellion and fall.

Of course the angels may not have at that point understood that they were looking at a pre incarnate 
appearance of Christ. As history has continually unfolded, God is unveiling His manifold wisdom to the 
angels specifically through the incarnation of Christ and through the building of His body (1Cor 4:9; 
11:10; Co 2:15; 1Pe 1:12; 2:21,22; 1Tim 5:21; Heb 12:1; 13:2).  It is this body and all of the 
redeemed who will judge angels (1Cor 6:3).

 Jesus told His disciples in John 14:1-3 that based on the fact that He is preparing a place in the 
Fathers house for His own (bride) He will come again and gather them to Himself that where He is 
there they may be also. 1Thes 4:13-18 gives another insight into this event and makes mention of the 
mystery of lawlessness as it pertains to ”the restrainer”.  Other scripture that speaks to the translation 
of believers are 1John 3:2;  2Cor 5:1-3; Phil 3:20,21; Rm 8:18-23

To the Greek mind, prophecy is a linear extrapolation; prophecy and then fulfillment. To the Jewish 
mind, prophecy and fulfillment are built on pattern usually established through types.  The Jewish 
“catechism” is the calendar and the feasts.  God established the “appointed times” (Lev 23:4) as a 
rehearsal as we looked at in the feasts.

 Jesus used the model or type built from Jonah to point to His death burial and resurrection taking 
place over three days and three nights.  Isaac offered up as Abraham’s only son and the sacrifice 
provided also served as a model or type pointing to Christ's death.  Another type that is important to 
look at is the flood of Noah. In Genesis 6 and 7 we read about the Noah and his family who were

2

“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to 
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,”                                                                               Eph 3:8-11 (NASB)

“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

1 Cor 15:51-53 (NASB)

The Spectators of the Mystery

The Mystery Departure

Understanding the Rapture from Typology
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Defining the “gap” - the “mystery church”

The testing of the bride (Deu 22): Our purity will be made final at the “bema”
judgement of Christ (1Cor 3:9-15; 2Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10) before we are brought
to the Father’s house.

Seven-day celebration ending in the marriage supper. After the marriage “week” is
complete, the bride and bridegroom emerge to join the invited guests in the final
marriage feast ( Judges 14:12; Rev 19:6-9; Mat 9:15; 22:1-14; Jhn 2:1). Groom, bride
+ invited guests.

Being consistent with viewing prophecy from typology it is of no small matter that the body 
of Christ is also called His bride.  Although many understand the significance from the 
standpoint that He gave Himself for His bride and that we are becoming one with Him, 
many fail to see the significance of His “bride” as a prophetic type. 

preserved along with the pairs of creatures.  As the deluge of God’s wrath drowned all 
living things, those aboard the ark were preserved through the flood.  Many who believe 
that the church will go through Daniel’s 70th week will site this example as a good proof.  
But one of the most often overlooked details of that time was the fact that Enoch was 
raptured before the flood (Gen 5:24; Heb 11:5).

The examples from typology are endless and we will cover many more through this study.
We have already touched on the middle feast, Pentecost, that points to the church in 
between the first and second advent of Christ. Perhaps the most significant model or type 
is derived from the fact that the church is identified as the bride of Christ.

The Jewish wedding as a “type” of prophecy

A bride is selected (Gen 24 the divine selection of a bride for Isaac - Abraham =
the Father. Eliezer = the Holy Spirit. Isaac = Christ and Rebekah = the church). The
bride of Christ is selected (John 6:37-40; 15:18; 17:24).

The Ketubah, Betrothal (Isa 61:10; Judges 14:10-11; Jer 2:32; Isa
49:18; Ps 45:8-15): Our ketubah is the New Covenant (1 Cor 11:25). Heb. 10:16 –
the law written on our hearts. Payment of the purchase price (1Cor 6:20);
set apart (sanctified - Eph 5:25-27; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; Heb 10:10; 13:12) sealed by
the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13,14).

Bridegroom departs to Father’s House: Prepares room addition (John 14:3);
bride prepares for his imminent return.

Surprise gathering / Huppah, Wedding. (Jer 7:34; 16:9; 25:10; Ps 45:8-15;  Jn 14:3):
A trumpet blast was given in front of the brides house to announce the groom’s arrival
to take her away to the fathers house. (1Thes 4:16-18).

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1


