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When it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ gathering His body / bride to Himself in resurrection, it is clear 
teaching that it will occur instantly for all who are in Christ, both dead and alive (1 Thes 4:13-18; 1 Cor 
15:50-52).  What is disputed is when this will take place in regards to the final week determined for 
Israel and thus the nations when the judgement and wrath of God is poured out on the earth (Dan 9: 
24-27; Rev 6-19; etc.). It is important to gain perspective from how Paul viewed and taught concerning 
the gathering of the body / bride of Christ

The doctrine of the imminence of Christ’s return is one of the most significant pieces of the puzzle when 
it comes to understanding the timing of our gathering to Him.  For those who would deny that this 
gathering takes place prior to Daniel’s 70th week, it is error to look to escape the unparalleled time of 
God’s dealing out retribution to the nations.  This is based on all of the teachings in scripture that 
those who are disciples of Christ should expect to go through various trials and tribulations.

But the Apostles and multitudes within the body of Christ have indeed suffered such things and it is 
erroneous to ignore that suffering as tribulation. It is not as if the “Great Tribulation” were the only 
time that suffering for Christ would be considered tribulation... it is a straw man argument.

As we look at Paul’s expectations for Christ’s return, we must keep in mind the magnitude of his own 
tribulation for the sake of Christ, but that did not change his teaching or expectations. In the following 
passages notice the use of the word “we” which would have included Paul as the one writing.

Other such places where Paul alludes to this expectancy are 1Tim 6:14; 2Tim 4:8; Tit 2:11-13.  Notice 
that Paul associates the understanding of our gathering together to the Lord with comfort and peace.  
Even though this may be in light of expected trials and tribulations our gathering to Christ is never 
associated in scripture with the wrath of God.  This is most clear when looking at what Paul had taught 
the Thessalonians particularly in regards to the “day of the Lord”.

The “day of the Lord” shows up 19 times in the OT and is used to speak of both near judgements (Is 
13:6-22; Eze 30:2-19; Joel 1:15; Am 5:18-20; Zep 1:14-18) and of far end of days judgements (such as 

 The Imminence of His return for His bride

“Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is 
nearer to us than when we believed.”                                                                       Rom 13:11 (NASB)

“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

1 Cor 15:51-53 (NASB)

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep 
in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

1 Thes 4: 13-18 (NASB)

The Day of the Lord
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Joel 2:30-32; 3:14; Zech 14:1; Mal 4:1,5).  It is also called the “day of doom” and the “day of 
vengeance” in the OT and the “day of visitation”, and the “great day of God Almighty”.  But when it 
comes to the church looking for Christ’s appearing, there is no wrath associated with it.  We just 
looked at the 1 Thes 4 13-18 passage as it pertains to our gathering to the lord.  What is interesting is 
what follows in chapter 5 immediately after this:

The use of the phrase “now as to...” indicates a change in topics. “the times and the epochs” is the 
same term used by Christ in Acts 1 when the disciples ask about the kingdom to come.  So in the 
greater context of times and epochs (the end of this age and the beginning of the kingdom age) he says 
that they had no need of anything to be written. Then he transitions into the comparison of those who 
are of the night verses those who are of the day (times and epochs). The reason that the day can’t 
overtake the Thessalonians is because they are not of that season of night/darkness.

Notice the terms we = light and day, they/them = night/darkness thus distinguishing between two 
groups of people and time periods.  Even though there are many who will be saved during that time, 
Paul is not addressing believers beyond the church age (epoch).  Another proof within this passage that 
helps confirm this understanding is where Paul states that God has not destined us for wrath, but for 
obtaining salvation (see also 1Thes 1:9-10).  This is important because if we are alive in Christ we have 
already been positionally saved and so this speaks to salvation in relation to our translation and salva-
tion from the wrath of God.

Finally if there were no difference between Christ coming for His body / bride and the day of the Lord, 
there would be no need for Paul to differentiate between them, he would have simply encouraged them 
to be strong for when the day of the Lord arrived.  It was only shortly after this that Paul had to write to 
the Thessalonians again for this specific reason.  After Paul had explained everything to them twice, he 
had to combat a strong lie that was going around:

“Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you 
yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, 
"Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, 
and they will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 
for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as 
others do, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk 
get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together 
with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.”

1Thes 5: 1-11 (NASB)

“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 
to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a 
letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 
not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 
opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple 
of God, displaying himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you 
these things?”                                                                                                              2Thes 2: 1-5 (NASB)
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Once again notice the distinction.  If they had not been taught by Paul that the catching away of the 
body / bride of Christ was to be an event prior to the day of the Lord (v2) then they would be eager not 
shaken by the coming of the day of the Lord.  The Thessalonians were clearly taught that the gathering 
of the bride would come before the day of the Lord. This would explain the reason for their distress. The 
false teaching that was “shaking” them was that they were now in the day of the Lord and if they were 
they would have thought that they missed the gathering.

Additionally, every time that Paul speaks of our gathering to Christ he uses phrases like the “day of 
Christ (Jesus)”(Phil 1:6,10; 2:16), “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2Thes 2:1) 
none of these passages are linked to divine judgement and wrath to come on the earth rather they are 
linked to our going to be with Him.  Now lets look at what Paul identifies the revealing of the man of 
lawlessness with.

Paul uses the pronouns “what”, which refers to a supernatural force and “who” which speaks to the 
source of that force whom most scholars believe to be the Holy Spirit.  While some may link the who to 
the possibility of a powerful angel, no one angel could restrain all of the mystery of iniquity, yet the 
Holy Spirit can. What is even more significant is how Paul connects the removal of the restrainer with 
the apostasy and the revealing of the man of sin.  He also states that they have first hand knowledge of 
the “what” and “who” that is restraining.

Since the Holy Spirit is omni present, He could not possibly be removed from anywhere, but He is 
present and operating in and through the church; a detail of Christian identity that Paul taught about 
frequently.  The faithful church through the ages has been the “voice” of restraint and holiness through 
its history being in dwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore Jesus said that the gates of hell would not 
prevail against the church; it’s mission and voice.

The Greek word αποστασία - “apostasia” had been translated “departure” up through the Geneva bible 
and since has been translated “apostasy”.  Some scholars have thus believed the “departure” to refer to 
the departure of the church.  We will focus on the most common understanding of this term to mean 
apostasy from faith.  There has always been apostasy in Christianity but this is “the apostasy”; a singu-
lar event that is unique in history and is directly linked with the all of the power, signs and false wonders 
that are in accord with Satan’s activity.

Paul does not say that this is an apostasy from the Christian faith necessarily and therefore it is quite 
possible to be referring to a world wide apostasy that affects all mankind and a departure from our 
current paradigm. We will look into what the cause of this global apostasy is when we examine trans- 

“And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is 
already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will 
be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His 
coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false 
wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of 
the truth so as to be saved.”                                                                                         2Thes 2: 6-10 ( NASB)

 The mystery of iniquity and the restrainer

 Apostasy or Departure?
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humanism and the mark of the beast in Revelation 13. The main point here is that it is the removal of 
the restraining force that the Thessalonians were directly aware of that brings about the events that 
lead to the day of the Lord. Paul tells them to not be deceived concerning what must happen before the 
day of the Lord.  So in a chart form 2Thes 2: 1-10 would look like this:

Now lets compare the final week of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan 9) to the above.

As we go from chapter 6 through 19 of Revelation we will compare what is profiled there to the above 
events.  In fact the prophesies revealed there are a further description of the above in greater detail.

The Post Tribulational View

This view places the translation of the church at the end of Daniels 70th week and makes no distinction 
between Christ’s return to earth to rule as King and our gathering to Him. They are one in the same 
event.  It is built on these main arguments:

 1) Historical - a claim that the early church fathers believed this view.
 2) The day of the Lord at the end of the 70th week - God’s wrath not experienced until Christ
 returns to earth - the church preserved through Daniels 70th week.
 3) Saints are mentioned in the tribulation and must be the same as saints in the church.
 4) All the events of Rev 6-19 must happen before the church is rescued.
 5) There is a resurrection associated with the beginning of the Millennium - must be the trans-
 lation of the church.
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 6) Matthew 13 - the wheat and the tares - The wheat is gathered out first.
 7) The chronology of 2Thes 2:1-12 demonstrates that certain events have to happen prior to our
      gathering.
 8) Matthew 24 events and the “elect” - believe these parables refer to the church.

The Mid Tribulational Rapture

While this view supports that the entire 70th week of Daniel is a future time of events, they use the 
dividing of the seven years to be a division between the wrath of man and the wrath of God.  So since 
the church is promised to not face God’s wrath, they will be rescued just prior to the last half of Daniel’s 
70th week known as “the great tribulation”.  The basic arguments of this view are:

 1) The seventh trumpet sounded in Revelation chapter 11 is the same as the trumpet identified with
     the catching away of the bride.
 2) The wrath of God is specifically poured out after the abominations of desolations at the mid
      point of Daniel’s 70th week.
 3) Also support that the apostasy and the man of lawlessness must take place prior to our catching
     away.

The Pre Wrath Rapture

This is a more modern spin off of the mid trib view (1990 - Rosenthal, Van Kampen).  This view presents 
three divisions to Daniels 70th week. Some of the main arguments for this view are:

 1) The first division - The beginning of the birth pains (Matt 24:4-8) the same as the first 4 seals
     (Rev 6:1-8). It will cover the first 3.5 weeks of the 70th week.
 2) The second division - This will begin at the abomination of desolation and will consist of the
     Great Tribulation (Matt 24:21).  It will begin with the breaking of the 5th seal and end with the
     cosmic disturbances of the 6th seal.
 3) The third division will be the Day of the Lord or God’s wrath at the breaking of the seventh seal.
 4) Places the rapture of the church at the end of the Great Tribulation but before the wrath of God
      It will be the first of a series of events that make up the return of Christ.
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Some of the major problems with these three views:

 1) Have to deny the doctrine of the imminence of Christ.
 2) Don’t see that the wrath of God begins with the very 1st seal; a deluding influence to believe
      the lie = judgement on the minds of men.
 3) Don’t line up with the models and types established such as the Jewish wedding, the feasts
      and the mystery interval ending with the mystery catching away of the bride.

The Pre Tribulational Rapture

This view maintains a distinction between the age of the church and the final epoch determined for 
Israel. The church age will end in a mystery just the way it began.  Many with this view also look for the 
mystery departure to possibly be fulfilled on a feast day. The 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy can’t begin 
until the church is gathered to Christ, an event that will allow the mystery of iniquity to be unrestrained. 
It will be the catalyst that births the apostasy to come which is as a result of the deluding influence to 
believe the lie spoken of in 2Thes. Some of the main arguments for this view are:

 1) The wrath of God is experienced during the entire 70th week  - the seals are all torn by the hand
      of Christ. - The day of the Lord is the entire week.
 2) Church promised to be taken out before the hour of testing ( Rev 3:10)
 3) Not the object of God’s wrath (Rev 6:16)
 4) Escape, not endure the Tribulation (Luke 21:36)
 5) Look “up” not “out” for the Lord (Luke 21:28)
 6) Ambassadors are called home prior to war
 7) Restrainer removed before false Christ can be revealed
 7) Explains why the 144,000 sealed of Israel are called the “first fruits”
 9) Happens in the twinkling of an eye - not an extended activity

Many more distinctions are clear from scripture all of which are upheld by maintaining a pre - tribula-
tional viewpoint of the rapture.  Some of these differing features are:

Rapture

Translation of all believers.
Translated saints go to heaven.
Earth not judged.
Imminent, any-moment, signless.
Not in the Old Testament.
Believers only.
Before the day of wrath.
No reference to Satan.
Christ comes for His own.
He comes in the air.
He claims His bride.
Only His own see.
Tribulation begins

2nd Coming

No translation of the living
Translated saints return to earth.
Earth judged; righteousness established.
Follows many signs, including tribulation.
Predicted often in Old Testament.
Affects all men on the earth.
Concluding the day of wrath.
Satan is bound.
Christ comes with His own.
He comes to the earth.
He comes with His bride.
Every eye shall see Him.
Millennial Kingdom begins.


