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Session 4 - Revelation 2:8-11

The Greek word “Smurna” from the Hebrew root translated “myrrh”. Myrrh is a bitter gum 
that was used as an ingredient in perfume (Ps 45:8). It was also an ingredient in holy anoint-
ing oil for priests (Ex 30:23) and the purification of women (Esther 2:12). It was used in 
embalming (Jn 19:39).

There are several species of trees throughout the Mediterranean region that contain this gum 
and the gum is harvested by wounding the tree. It was given as a gift of the Magi at Christ’s 
birth (Mt 2:11). Gold represented His royalty, Frankincense His priesthood and deity and 
Myrrh represented His sacrifice.  In the Millennium, there will be gold and frankincense 
offered to Christ but no myrrh (Is 60:6). 

"And to the angel (messenger) of the church in Smyrna write: 

Smyrna - The suffering church

Today Smyrna is called Izmir, and it is the third largest city in Turkey with a population of 
300,000. It exports tobacco, grapes, figs, cotton, olives, and olive oil. It’s history goes back 
as far as 3000 B.C. and is 35 miles north of Ephesus and is built near the ruins of an ancient 
Greek colony destroyed in the 7th century B.C.

Rebuilt by Lysimachus, one of Alexander the Great’s generals, Smyrna was a well-planned 
city, the most beautiful in Ionia, which became known as “the Flower of Ionia.”  Smyrna 
came under control of the Romans in 27 B.C. and enjoyed great material prosperity through 
324 A.D.  During the reign of Tiberius, the city was completely demolished by an earthquake 
and again from 178-180A.D. A series of earthquakes brought Smyrna to ruin.  Marcus 
Aurelius rebuilt Smyrna and ruins from his rebuild remain there today.  Another large earth-
quake in 378 nearly destroyed the city and it was again rebuilt.

Smyrna = “Suffering” or “Death”

The City

(2: 8a)

Modern day IzmirAgora ruins 1st level arches of the market (Agora)
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Smyrna, like most cities touched by the Hellenistic and Roman empires, worshipped a 
pantheon of gods. The goddess of Smyrna was Cybele. Cybele worship was wild and 
unrestrained. Seen as the giver of wealth, she became recognized in the great cities as 
the goddess of the settled life and of towns, hence her crown of walled cities. She 
appears on Smyrnead coins depicted as enthroned and wearing a crown of battlements 
and towers. In addition to all of the usual deities, Smyrna adopted Caesar worship 
which became compulsory to all who were within the bounds of the control of Rome:

“Each year a Roman citizen had to burn a pinch of incense on the altar and to acknowledge publicly 
that Caesar was supreme lord. In return, he received a formal certificate that he had done so. 
Originally the action was intended simply as proof of political loyalty, since the individual was 
permitted to worship whatever god or goddess he chose once he had offered to Caesar. This was a 
means of unifying and integrating the many and varied elements in the vast empire of Rome. 
However, this act of worship presented a vital test for the Christian, and many who refused perished 
at the stake or by wild beasts in the arena. In 169 (155?) A.D., the bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp, 
refused to recant. “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never did me wrong. How can I 
now speak evil of my King who has saved me?” The old man was burned at the stake on the sabbath 
day, an object of Jewish hatred as well as from the Roman persecution.”
(Commentary on Revelation study guide by Chuck Missler)

This title of Christ given in chapter 1 is directly related to the trials of the Christians at Smyrna 
as well as to any believers who would suffer for His sake. This is a reference to the hypostatic 
union of the Son of Man. It speaks to:

 • The Eternality of Christ – “The first and the Last” is an Old Testament title of God (Is
  44:6; 48:12). Used by Christ here and again in 22:13, it speaks to His eternal, infinite
  existence.

 • The Humanity of Christ – “who was dead, and has come to life” John’s gospel speaks of 
  the Word becoming flesh (chap 1). The eternal Son of God freely offered His life and was 
  able to raise it back up again (John 10:15-17).

As the persecution was beginning to abound, the believers needed to be reminded that Christ 
was faithful to death and was raised again, thus conquering it (Heb 2:14). All of those who 
would be martyrs for the sake of Christ should be comforted by His promise:

"The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:” 

Title of Christ

CAESAR WORSHIP

(2: 8b)

"Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and 
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die."” John 11: 25-26a (NASB)
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“ ‘You are of {your} father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own {nature,} for he is a liar and the father of lies.’ ” John 8: 44 (NASB)

“ For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. But 
he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. ” Rom 2:28-29 (NASB)

“ but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT 
HEARD, AND {which} HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS 
PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM." ” 1 Cor 2:9 (NASB)
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Even though the persecution would make it seem as though the Lord is nowhere to be found, 
Christ reminds them that He is intimately acquainted with their tribulation. Thlipsis (tribulation) 
means “pressure” and is a common word used throughout the New Testament for physical 
suffering due to faithfulness. This is not to be confused with “The Great Tribulation” 
prophesied in Daniel, Revelation; etc. The persecution here was coming from two fronts.

The devotion of the Smyrnead people to their pantheon of gods and to Caesar worship, 
caused them to view Christians as uncommitted outcasts. They were actually viewed as 
atheists because they did not participate in the pagan rituals and, of coarse, they ultimately 
were viewed as enemies of the state because of their refusal to worship Caesar, but they knew 
that any worship of Caesar would deny the Lordship of Christ. This often led to their deaths.

They also were reduced to the level of beggars as a result of their obedience to Christ. Notice 
how Christ views them: “but you are rich”. In light of their circumstances they could have 
given in to the pressure, but by Christ calling them rich in the present tense they would have 
reflected on what they possess in Him: 

This is a fresh call to hope and hope will rise up in the heart when it is fixed on the promises 
of God, even in the midst of dire times. The Smyrna church is poor but rich in contrast to the 
Laodicean church which says they are rich and are not!

Perhaps the more significant, but not surprising, source of tribulation here is from the unbe-
lieving Jews who would bring up “blasphemy” or false accusations against them in order to 
get them condemned. It was in an effort to crush the gospel in Smyrna by “those who say 
they are Jews and are not”. Their efforts were so organized that Christ actually calls them “a 
synagogue of Satan”. This is not the first time that Christ labeled certain Jews this way:

In his letter to the Romans, Paul also describes those who are “true Jews”:

“ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those 
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.’ ” 

The commendation

(2: 9)
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“ "He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.” ” 
John 12:25 (NASB)

“ Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire ” 
Rev 20:14-15 (NASB)

Christ continues in His encouragement of those who are enduring persecution unto death 
and again reminds them of the stephanos (victors crown) of life which points to their
eternal reward. The overcomer is a paradox in this life:

There are several distinct crowns promised to faithful believers:
 • Incorruptible Crown (1Cor 9:25)
 • Crown of Exultation or Rejoicing (1 Thess. 2:19; Phil. 4:1)
 • The Crown of Life (Jam. 1:12; Rev. 2:10)
 • The Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8)
 • The Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5:4)  

Being faithful until death speaks to the perseverance of the saints who can not completely fall 
away from the state of grace. This is clear from scripture (Matt 10:22; 24:13; Mark 4:13-20; 
John 8:31; Col 1:21-23; 1 John 2:19).

Only those  who have been born again can’t be hurt by the second death. And what is the 
second death?

“ ‘Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 'He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the 
second death.’ ” 

The promise to the overcomer

(2: 10b-11)

Furthermore, Satan and his agents may have been given “permission” by the council of 
God’s will to destroy the flesh, but in the end, nothing will keep the Lord from claiming His 
possession (John 10:28-29; 6:39; Heb 7:25; Rom 8:28-29). In application to this specific 
church, “ten days” is most likely a reference to some specific local occurrence, however from 
a prophetic standpoint it’s implications may be broader.
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“ "No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; And every tongue that accuses you in 
judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, And their vindication 
is from Me," declares the LORD” Isa 54:17 (NASB)

Satan has always raged against God and His elect. He is “the accuser of the brethren”(Rev 
12:10). Scripture reveals however that no matter what weapons are mounted up against the 
servants of the Lord, they shall not prevail:

“ ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.’ ” 

The exhortation - (notice no point of concern)

(2: 10a)
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All believers will face trials that are designed by God to grow us.

Any who are in Christ are to expect some form of persecution:

Most of the body of Christ has suffered persecution over the past 2,000 years. This is espe-
cially true of the past century which delivered up more martyred believers than all other 
centuries combined. Are we in the western church prepared to do the same?

After the primarily Jewish led persecution of Christians during the first century, the next 250 
years contained 10 distinct (not contiguous) periods of Emperor lead persecution of Chris-
tians that, according to Fox’s Book of Martyrs, killed some 5 million believers.

54-68  Nero (Paul beheaded; Peter crucified upside-down)
95-96  Domitian (John exiled)
104-117  Trajan (Ignatius burned at the stake)
161-180  Marcus Aurelius (Polycarp martyred)
200-211  Septimus Severus ( killed Irenaeus)
235-237  Maximinus (killed Ursula and Hippolytus)
249-251  Decius
257-260  Valerian
270-275  Aurelian
303-313  Diocletian (Worst of all)

The prophetic profile

“ Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing.” James 1:2-4 (NASB)

“ Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 2Tim 3:12 (NASB)

Handouts and live sessions are uploaded weekly to our website.
Simply log on to http://www.aplaceforyou.org

On the right side under the “Sunday Mornings” section you will see a list in which the option 
to select “adult electives” is given. You will be able to select any elective that you would like to 

stay up to date with. The handouts are downloadable pdf’s and videos of the slide
presentations can be streamed.


