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Session 8 - Revelation 3:7-13

"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:”

Philadelphia - The faithful church

The city

The church

Philadelphia derived its name from the nickname of Attalus II whose nickname was Philadel-
phus or “brother lover”. He was the younger brother of King Eumenes II who was King of 
Pergamos.  Attalus II and Eumenes were very close as brothers and the coins from here had 
the brothers rendered on them; Attalus II on one side and Emenes on the other. The depic-
tions showed them as equal in stature.

The church at Philadelphia was another established by the ministry outreach of the Ephesian 
church. Ignatius, an early church father, passed through the city and even sent them a letter 
of encouragement and instruction. When Polycarp was martyred at Smyrna, there were some 
Christians from Philadelphia that were martyred with him. In spite of early Jewish persecu-
tion, the church at Philadelphia remained faithful and endured until eventually they were 
overrun by Muslims in the mid-fourteenth century.

Philadelphia was the youngest of the seven cities. It was built on land acquired by Pergamos 
in 189 B.C. Like most cities in Hellenistic culture, it was situated on an acropolis for purposes 
of defense. Its height was 800 ft. above the Cogamis River and located about 30 miles South-
East of Sardis. Unlike Thyatira whose main purpose was a military outpost, the primary intent 
of the establishment of Philadelphia was to create a major Greek culture and Language center 
that would be a springboard for spreading Hellenistic culture out to the regions of Lydia and 
Phrygia. The “mission” was so effective that by A.D. 19 the Lydian language was completely 
replaced by Greek.

The geography of Philadelphia was well suited for wine production and the primary deity of 
Philadelphia was Dionysys, the god of wine. The city was located in the region deemed the 
“burned land” because of the volcanic activity. It too was severely impacted by the powerful 
earthquake in A.D. 17 that devastated Sardis and ten other cities. Philadelphia was also a city 
who was a beneficiary of the support of Emperor Tiberius after the earthquake and also built 
to him a monument. The city went one step further to rename the city Neocaesarea (“New 
City of Caesar”). During Vespasian’s reign, the city took on his family name of Flavia. Eventu-
ally the name Philadelphia was re-established. 

phile, friendship, affection; delphus, city; => City of friendship.

(3:7a)
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For the first time in these letters, Christ does not pull from the descriptors of Himself given to 
John in the vision of Christ in Chapter 1. Christ is establishing His divine nature in using distinct 
Old Testament terminology to speak to what is intrinsically His by nature and is the success of 
the character of the believers in Philadelphia. Here we see Christ’s;

Holiness

God is entirely holy. His name is holy (Ps 30:4), His character is holy (Ps 77:13), 
His sanctuary is holy (Ps 28:2) and His word is holy (Ps 105:42).

God is seen as the “Holy One” throughout the Old Testament: (2 Kin 19:22; Job 
6:10; Ps 71:22; 78:41; 89:18; Pro 9:10; Is 29:19; 30:15; 40:25 are just some 
examples).

Christ is proclaimed “holy” at His birth (Luke 1:35), in His death (Act 2:27; Ps 
16:10) and is now the holy high Priest to all who believe (Heb 7:25)

He is proclaimed as “the Holy One of God” by Peter (John 6:69) and even the 
demons in the synagogue at Capernum proclaimed "What business do we have 
with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You 
are--the Holy One of God!" (Mk 1:24)
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The remaining columns of an ancient Byzantine Church in Philadelphia.

“He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, 
and who shuts and no one opens, says this:”

The title of Christ

(3:7b)



Page 3

Truth    (aληθινός) alēthinos =

Christ is described as holy and true many times in Revelation; (6:10; 15:3; 16:7; 19:2, 11).  
There is no truth apart from the source of truth and the kingdom is entered into only 
through truth:

The kingdom is sustained and advanced through genuine believers and the only way 
for genuine believers to be born is through the faithful teaching of the “true gospel”:

In scripture, a key represents the one who has authority as seen in 1:18; 9:1; and 20:1. In 
Matthew 16 and 18 Christ’s gives the keys to the kingdom to His ambassadors. David is also 
referenced later in 5:5 and 22:16 and is symbolic of the Messianic office of Christ.

The specific term “key of David” is a reference from Isaiah 22: 20-25 where Eliakim was given 
the key of David as the Prime Minister to the king and he had the authority to allow or deny 
access to the king. The only entrance into the Messianic kingdom is through Jesus Christ, the 
holder of the key. Jesus is also shown to hold the keys of death and hell in 1:18. He is the 
ultimate authority over the eternal destiny of all created things.

See also Gal 2:14; Eph 1:13; Col 1:5

That which has not only the name and resemblance, but 
the real nature corresponding to the name, in every 
respect corresponding to the idea signified by the name, 
real, true genuine.

Therefore, the believer’s mandate is holiness:

See also 2 Pet 3:11; Rom 12:1

Gods sovereignty 
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“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts {which were yours} in your ignorance, but 
like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all {your} behavior; because it is written, 
"YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."” 1 Pet: 14-16 (NASB)

““This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” 
John 17:3 (NASB)

“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.”   John 4:23-24 (NASB)

“But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been 
wrought in God.” John 3:21 (NASB)

“But {it was} because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. But we did not yield in subjection to 
them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.”  Gal 2:4-5 (NASB)
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Romans 9 tells us that there is not a single soul who is redeemed apart from the Lord’s 
sovereign design for it to be that way. We are to witness out of obedience (Mat 28: 
18-20). But we by no means are to change the “holy” and “true” message in order to 
gain the appearance of success. It is vital to understand that God alone gives the 
increase (1 Cor 3:5-7) and so when it seems as though we aren’t “succeeding” Jesus 
Himself tells us how to respond:

The omnipotence, omnipresence and intimacy of Christ are seen in the His knowledge 
of ALL of their deeds. The open door here can be seen as opportunity for service within 
their own fellowship and as an opportunity for the body as a whole to spread the 
gospel in Philadelphia and beyond. Paul refers to the “open door” in regards to the 
gospel going out on several occasions ( 1 Cor 16:8-9; 2 Cor 2:12). In Colossians, Paul 
seeks prayer for the opportunity to spread the gospel:

The “gift” of the open door was granted to them because of the fact that they were 
faithful. Their “little power” was not little in effectiveness, but in that they were in the 
minority compared to their world. Yet they kept Christ’s word and did not deny His 
name. Their perseverance proved genuine faith. No believer is perfect, but through it 
all a believer stays in the race and finishes:

Christ doesn’t only have the authority over the kingdom, He exercises it. What He does, is in 
perfect harmony with His predetermined will and what He does cannot be contended:
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“All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the 
host of heaven And {among} the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to 
Him, 'What have You done?'”          Dan 4:35 (NASB)

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with {an attitude of} thanksgiving; praying at the same 
time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the 
mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to 
speak.”          Col 4:2-4 (NASB)

“Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the 
dust off your feet.”  Mat 10:14 (NASB)

“'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can 
shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My 
name. 'Behold, I will cause {those} of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but lie--I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and {make 
them} know that I have loved you. 'Because you have kept the word of My persever-
ance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that {hour} which is about to come 
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. I am coming quickly;”

The commendation - (note no concern)

(3:8-11a)
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As was the case for Smyrna, there was a population of Jews in Philadelphia that launched a 
continual campaign of persecution on these believers. These Jews are also labeled by Christ as 
being of the synagogue of Satan. Christ does not rebuke them for being Jews, He instead claims 
that they are not Jews. The true Jew has been circumcised “in the heart, by the Spirit” according 
to Paul (Rom 2: 28-29).

The justice of God will prevail and the promise to the persecuted Christians here is that the 
Jews will bow at there feet and know that God has loved them. It’s not that they will be 
worshipped, but will be exonerated for their faithfulness by those who hated them. This 
same justice will be true of :

Interestingly enough, it is supposed that many of the Jews who persecuted these believers eventu-
ally did come to repentance and offer up a spirit of contrition toward those whom they perse-
cuted. Ignatius, the Bishop of Antioch, in a letter to the church at Philadelphia alludes to this.

The amazing promise made to the faithful church is that they will be kept from the hour of 
testing that is about to come upon the whole world.  This text reveals that hour of testing is:

“Not that I have already obtained {it} or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay 
hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having 
laid hold of {it} yet; but one thing {I do:} forgetting what {lies} behind and reaching forward to what 
{lies} ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Phil 3 :12-14 (NASB)

Christ when He returns ( Phil 2:10-11).

Israel in her future restoration to faith (Rom 11:25; Zech 12:10).

The church (Rev 19)

The saints from the Old Testament and the Great Tribulation (Rev 20)

Future - “the hour which is about to come”

Brief - “hour of testing”

Worldwide - “come upon the whole world”

To “test those who dwell upon the earth”



A sweep through scripture can easily identify this event. Daniel’s 70 week prophecy (of which 
this is the 70th; Dan 9:25-27), the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer 30:7) and the Great Tribula-
tion (Mat 24) are just some of the detailed references to this time. The term “earth dweller” is 
a typical description of unbelievers in Revelation (6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8,12,14; 14:6; 
17:2,8). Revelation 6 -18 cover this time of testing and a careful study of the entire event will 
uncover two of it’s main purposes.

(1.) The judgement of the nations and the final harvest: earth dwellers will either be given a 
deluding influence so that they will believe what is false (2 Thes 2:11), or will become identi-
fied with the believing tribulation saints.

(2.) The judgement and redemption of Israel: The other purpose of the tribulation will be to 
move Israel to national repentance so that they will cry out to Jesus whom they will receive as 
their messiah. This will be given to the surviving remnant of Israel.

There has been much debate over the meaning of “keep you from” (tēreō ek). Those who 
contend that the church will remain on earth through the Great Tribulation hold to the view 
that this means that the church will be preserved through the hour of testing, not removed. 
The are two main reasons to dispute this:
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The preposition ek means “from”, “away from” or “out from”. The preposition that means 
“through” is dia and would have been used here if the understanding was to be “preserved 
through”. There is only one other time that this particular combination is used. In John 
17:15, Christ prays to His Father to “keep them (His disciples) from the evil one”. We are 
not “preserved” in the evil one, but are delivered “out of” the bondage to sin and Satan. 
We are delivered out of darkness into light (Acts 26:18).

Linguistic

If “ek” is to be understood as being preserved through the hour of testing, it would seem to 
contradict the fact that most who “pass the test” and refuse to be identified with the false 
christ will be martyred (6:9-11; 7:9-14). Only the 144,000 witnesses who are Jewish will be 
sealed by God. Even though tribulation and martyrdom have been a constant reality for the 
whole church throughout history, this time of testing will be unlike anything that the world 
has ever seen.

This is the first time that Christ’s “coming” is not referring to an earthly judgment carried out 
on rebellious churches. This coming is for the deliverance of His church (2 thes 2:1) and will 
open the door for the hour of testing; that hour which ends in His day of judgement on the 
earth. His coming is imminent as denoted by “quickly”.

Biblical Context
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The constant paradox of scripture is that those who are believers “must” obey as we are com-
manded (Col 1:22-23; John 3:36; Heb 5:9) and by the Holy Spirit we “will” obey Him (Acts 
5:32; 1 Pet 1:1-2). 

The crown is eternal life. 2 John 8 calls it our full reward. 2 Tim 4:8 calls it the crown of righ-
teousness and 1 Pet 5:4 calls it the crown of glory.  The proper perspective to always remember 
is that Christ Himself says that He will lose none of whom the Father has “given” to Him. In 
fact  John clearly states the reality of those who abandon the faith:
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“hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”(3:11b)

The exhortation

Christ promises four eternal blessings to the overcomer (genuine Christian):

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city 
of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My 

(3:12-13)

The promise to the overcomer

“They went out from us, but they were not {really} of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but {they went out,} so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.”

1 John 2:19 (NASB)

“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that 
when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”             1 John 3:2 (NASB)

To be made a pillar in the temple of God - A pillar is a prominent and permanent part 
of a structure and so will be the overcomer in heaven.

To be inscribed with the name of God - God owns us as his prize possession.

To be inscribed with the name of the new Jerusalem - We will have full clearance to 
Jerusalem, the eternal capital city. This is the ultimate V.I.P. pass

To be given the new name of Christ - completes our intimacy with Him
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“hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”

Poised as a bastion of light shining forth in the midst of the dead church and the apostate 
church, Philadelphia can be seen in many of the revivals that began around 1750 giving 
birth to the modern missionary movement.

The prophecy of Philadelphia

“ This open door found such men as David Livingstone, Jonathan Goforth, and literally 
thousands of other people going out to Africa, China, Japan, Korea, India, South 
America, and the islands of the sea.”                       pg 55 Revelation illustrated & made plain by Tim LaHaye

Handouts and live sessions are uploaded weekly to our website.
Simply log on to http://www.aplaceforyou.org

On the right side under the “Sunday Mornings” section you will see a list in which the option 
to select “adult electives” is given. You will be able to select any elective that you would like to 

stay up to date with. The handouts are downloadable pdf’s and videos of the slide
presentations can be streamed.


