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Important background info

The primary controversy for 2,000 years within church history is centered 
on the Word of God. Is it the final authority? Can it be understood by 
common people and should it be available for all? It is from the Word of 
God that doctrine is established and yet it is the most blood - stained book 
in history.

John wrote the closing book of the Bible near the end of the first century 
and in it’s beginning letters to the seven churches, a prophetic future is laid 
out for church history.

While the prophetic aspect of studying the letters to the churches is not 
dogmatic, if the order of the churches listed were arranged any differently 
it wouldn’t be a possible speculation.

 The church at Ephesus - Strong on doctrine but lost their first love
 The church at Smyrna - The persecuted church; By Jews at first then 10 distinct Roman persecutions
 The church at Pergamum - The unholy union - paganism mixed with Christianity
 The church at Thyatira - The corrupt church - The practices of Jezebel - a lust for power
 The church at Sardis - The dead church - huge in size but no signs of life - Christian in name only
 The church at Philadelphia - The faithful church - missionary movement - true evangelicals
 The church at Laodicea - The lukewarm church - “I will spew you out” Self sufficient ecumenism

The constant warning of the writers of the New Testament was for true disciples to but on the alert for 
false teachers. They and Jesus warned regularly of the suffering that would come to true believers and 
that many of those leading it would be the “wolves” within (Matt 24:9-14; 2 Cor 2”17; 2Pe 2:1-2; 2Tim 
3:12) Satan’ most effective tactic is in counterfeit and he has been hard at work, as Jesus and the church 
fathers warned, assembling the false gospel, false Christ and false church.

From the 1st century to the beginning of the 4th; from Nero to Diocletian suffered the early church the 
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An Important Note
There is a difference between geographical churches and the actual body of 
Christ. While these letters are addressed to “churches”, it is always to “the 
church at...” At any given time in the history of the church age the institutional 
church has been inhabited by true believers and non-believers so it is best to 
understand that these letters are written to anyone who would claim to be 
associated with Christ.
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tremendous pressures of severe persecution. Yet despite the pressure, Christianity was said to have 
turned the world upside down as it spread throughout the whole Roman Empire.

Constantine claimed to have seen the cross against the sun while hearing a voice say “in this sign you will 
conquer” But scripture claims to be the final Word of God (2 Tim 3:15-16; Rev 22:19; etc.) and we are 
not told anywhere in scripture that God will give us a “word” or guidance through audible voices; we are 
told to avoid “familiar spirits” and to be satisfied with scripture. In fact most of the major false religions 
of our day began with some spiritual encounter accompanied by a voice sounding out new instruction.

We know that what Constantine saw and heard was not from Christ because the body of Christ is never 
given the mandate to conquer and set up empire, rather we are told to endure sufferings with patience 
and grace trusting that God is in control. Constantine saw the opportunity to exploit the Christian move-
ment in order to unify the various factions within the Roman empire.

Under this edict Christianity was to be tolerated and even promoted as Constantine claimed to be a true 
convert and while many of the things he did to reform Rome were Christian - like, he never let go of his 
pagan practices. His true intent of the edict became clear as would Christianity as a means to great gain 
for the Roman Empire.

With this edict Constantine began to flex his emperor muscle and demanded that anyone who wasn’t a 
Christian according to Roman authority would be persecuted as a heretic. So he began to persecute true 
believers who didn’t see the official state church as their authority. Constantine adopted the pagan 
priesthood title of “Pontifus Maximus” and later changed the title to “Vicarius Christi” or “Vicar of 
Christ”

The obvious problem with this is that the whole book of Hebrews makes it clear that with Jesus as our 
High Priest, the need for a priesthood is no longer valid. And each believer has the been given in Christ 
the inheritance of king and priest (1Pe 2:5,9), so no one man can claim to be this to the body; save the 
One who is seated at the Fathers right hand. Progressive bishops of Rome would continue the tradition 
of adopting these titles and exploiting their position as Lord of the church.

Many historians mark this edict as the true beginning of the dark ages.

"They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you 
to think that he is offering service to God. These things they will do because they have not known 
the Father or Me."                                                                                       John 16:2-4(NASB)

312 AD - Constantine the Great wins the Battle of Milvian

313 AD - Constantine creates the Edict of Milan

331 AD - Constantine creates the Edict Against Heretics
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Despite the large false state - church, the Lord preserved a remnant of true believers for Himself that was 
the practicing true church. The true church once again began to have to be willing to face persecution 
but this time by the what claimed to be representing Christ. Although many were submissive to the 
authority of the Roman Church, there were many pockets of the faithful spread throughout. One such 
group was in and around the city of Albi in France known as the “Albigenses”.

Dominic Guzman, a Spanish priest who became the founder of the Dominican order of priesthood, 
sought to begin tightening the grip of Rome's authority by going out and teaching the doctrines of the 
church. He met with great opposition for the Albigenses as they were deeply studied in the Word of God 
and were able to win all open air debates with him in the public.

In 1206 the Albigenses signed an official document which stated “the church of Rome is not the spouse 
of Christ, but the church of confusion, drunk with the blood of the saints...the church of Rome was 
neither good nor holy nor established by Christ”.

Enraged by this Dominic got permission from Pope Innocent the 3rd to start the inquisition and in 1207 
the “Colloquy of Montreal” was the final “in court” debate in which Dominic (who represented the 
Roman church) was soundly defeated by the Albigenses.  Dominic pronounced slavery and death upon 
the Albigenses.

As a result of his anger Dominic with the aid of his friend Simon de Montfort and forces supplied by the 
Pope utterly destroyed the Albigenses.

The inquisition lasted some 600 years and according to historian John Dowling records that in that time 
the roman church was responsible for some 55 millions of martyrs. The offices primary focus was to 
completely stamp out public possession and reading of the scriptures; only the church officials could be 
in possession of it and “teach” it.

Peter said “...To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work 
of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood:...”(1 Pe 1:1-2). By the truest definition 
that is what the real body of Christ is in this current age; aliens or strangers, pilgrims. It is commonly 
misunderstood that there was no other Christians besides the Roman church, but those committed to 
the truth, who obeyed God rather than man were always around.

Historian E.H. Broadbent records in his book “the Pilgrim Church” that the history of the Waldenses 
goes as far back as the 2nd century. They resided in the lands in the south of France and to the North of

13th Century - Dominic and the Inquisition

1233 AD - Pope Gregory the 9th Made the Inquisition Official

The “Pilgrim” church

The Waldenses

1206 AD 
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Italy.  They had there own copies of scripture in Latin up until the 12th century and then Peter Waldo, 
the most famous Waldensian, translated it into the Romaunt language which was a combination of 
Middle English and French. Of course Rome rejected it and the Waldenses had curses placed upon them 
by the Popes. When Martin Luther appeared in the matter the Roman church claimed that his were only 
the continuing heresies of the Waldenses and Albigenses.

John Wycliffe was dubbed “the Morning Star of the Protestant Reformation”. He trained many in evan-
gelism that became known as the Lollards and they were very effective at spreading the gospel. But 
England was still under Roman rule and once again and all out attack was levied against the “enemies of 
the church” by burning them at the stake with their bibles hung around their necks.

Wycliffe was most strong in his declaration of the final authority of the scriptures and for his strong 
stance against the satanic teaching of Transubstantiation.  A study of the persecution of the time shows 
that the main pivot point upon which one was sentenced to death was when there was a failure to bow 
the knee to the “host”.

Still Rome did not succeed in trial against Wycliff to get a death sentence passed, but in 1428, some 44 
years after his death, they actually exhumed his bones, burned and crushed them after the Council of 
Constance in 1415 declared 267 counts of heresy against him. The same council demanded that Jon 
Hus, one of Wycliffe's closest followers, recant. He did not and was burned at the stake. At the time the 
Archbishop of Canterbury had Wycliff declared a child of the devil because he translated the scriptures 
into the common tongue.

The popes of the Renaissance (1447-1521) are notable more for their intrigues and quest for power than 
for their pastoral care or desire for reform.

The invention of a printing press with movable metal type in Mainz, Germany, makes the Bible acces-
sible to more people who previously could not afford handmade copies, which cost a year’s wage.

1384 AD - John Wycliffe; First Complete Translation into the Middle English

1415 - 1428 AD - Council of Constance and the Cursing of Wycliffe's Bones

1450 AD - Beginning of the Renaissance

1456 AD - Johann Gutenberg prints the Bible (Latin Vulgate), the first book
                  printed in Europe using movable metal type

1478 AD - Spanish Inquisition persecutes Jews, Muslims, and heretics

1483 AD - Martin Luther, founder of the Reformation in Germany, is born in Eisleben, Germany

1484 AD - Ulrich Zwingli, founder of the Reformation in Switzerland, is born in Wildhaus in
                  Switzerland

1494 AD - William Tyndale is born in Gloucestershire, England 

1496 AD - Menno Simons, future Anabaptist leader, is born in Witmarsum, Friesland, today’s
                  Netherlands


