
Session 4: Post- 
Reformation (1564-1689)





Introduction: Post-Reformation Europe encompassed an untidy blend of Lutherans, 
Calvinists, Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and Anabaptists. But people could follow their 
own consciences. So, peace would soon settle across the continent—right?
1564-1598
A. The term “Puritan” is first used for Protestants who want to “purify” the Church of 

England of ceremony and ritual not found in the Bible.
B. Bishops Bible, Church of England translation, is printed.
C. Queen Elizabeth I is excommunicated by the pope, and in turn persecutes Catholics.
D. Formula of Concord defines Lutheran beliefs in a statement of faith known as the 

Book of Concord.
E. 1582-1609 Catholic scholar Gregory Martin translates the Rheims-Douay  Bible from 

the Vulgate (Latin) while in exile in France.
F. Edict of Nantes, France, grants freedom of worship  to French Protestants 

(Huguenots) after 30 years of persecution.
1601-1618
A. Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius sets forth doctrines emphasizing 

man’s ability to choose Christ and Christ’s death for all people (Arminianism).
Arminius’ studies of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans led him to disagree with Calvin’s 
doctrine of predestination, which claimed that God’s will determines ahead of time 
what the destiny of groups and individuals will be.

B. “Gunpowder Plot” fails in London, England.  Guy Fawkes and other Roman Catholic 
conspirators attempted to kill Protestant King James I and blow up  the houses of 
Parliament in order to seize the government. Their aims were total revolution in the 
government and the installation of a Catholic monarch. 

C. 1611 - King James Version Bible (KJV), also known as the Authorized Version, is 
published.  
King James I of England commissioned 54 scholars to undertake a new Bible 
translation, which took six years to complete. 
The scholars used the Bishops Bible and Tyndale’s Bible as well as available Greek 
and Hebrew manuscripts. 
After slow initial acceptance, this became the most popular Bible for the next 300 
years. 

D. Dutch Reformed Synod of Dordt, the Netherlands, denounces Arminianism.
The Synod responds to Arminius’ five criticisms of Calvinism with five points of 
Calvinism.
Five Points of Arminianism:
1. Free will or human ability: Free will consists of our ability to choose good over 

evil.  We have the power to cooperate with God’s grace or resist it.
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2. Conditional election: God’s choice (election) determined by knowledge of what 
man would do (foreseen faith).  Our choice of God, not God’s choice of us, is 
cause of salvation.

3. Universal redemption or general atonement: Jesus’ death and resurrection made 
it possible for all to be saved, but is effective only  for those who choose to accept 
it.

4. Resistible grace: Our free will limits the Holy Spirit’s ability  to draw us toward 
salvation; God’s grace can be resisted.

5. Falling from grace: Salvation can be lost, as it requires our cooperation.
Five Points of Calvinism
1. Total depravity (inability): Sin affects every part of human nature, resulting in our 

inability to choose good over evil.  We must be regenerated by the Holy Spirit in 
order to believe.

2. Unconditional election: God’s choice (election) determined not by our foreseen 
response (faith); rather, faith and repentance are also gifts given by God.  God’s 
choice of us, not our choice of God, is the cause of salvation.

3. Limited atonement: Jesus’ death and resurrection actually saved the elect.  It 
guarantees everything necessary for salvation, including the gift of faith.

4. Irresistible grace: The Holy Spirit’s call is irresistible.  God’s grace never fails to 
result in salvation for those to whom it is extended.

5. Perseverance of the saints: Salvation cannot be lost, as it is completely powered 
by God.  Thus the elect will persevere (be preserved) to the end.

1618 - 1648
A. Separatists (“Pilgrims”) reject the Church of England and sail to America on the 

Mayflower. Later Puritans, who wish to cleanse the church, arrive in America and 
start colonies.

B. Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople, Turkey, Cyril Loukaris (Lucar), befriends 
Protestants and presents the earliest known copy of the Bible in Greek (Codex 
Alexandrius, fifth century AD) to Charles I of England.

C. Antinomian Crisis in New England: Anne Hutchinson banished for antinomianism 
and heresy.  
Antinomianism: The doctrine that faith in Christ frees Christians from obeying Old 
Testament moral law.

D. Power struggles between Charles I and the English Parliament lead to civil war in 
England.
Puritan Member of Parliament, Oliver Cromwell, defeated the king’s troops.
Later as Lord Protector, Cromwell sought tolerance for many Protestant groups.
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E. 1647 - Westminster Confession is accepted as the statement of Presbyterianism in 
Scotland and England.
Beginnings of the Quaker movement (the Society of Friends) under preacher 
George Fox.

F. After the end of the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648), Catholics and Protestants are 
given equal rights in most of the Holy Roman Empire.

1654 - 1698
A. Conversion of Blaise Pascal, French mathematician and theologian.
B. Waldensians break from Roman Catholicism and embrace Protestantism, which 

launched Catholic persecution.
The Waldensians movement was started in the 12th century and advocated an 
adherence to the Gospel as taught by Jesus and his disciples. The movement was 
declared heretical by 1215 and became persecuted by Roman Catholic Church 
officials.

C. Secret Treaty of Dover between Charles II of England and Louis XIV of France 
intended to restore Roman Catholicism to England, however, The treaty, made 
without the knowledge of the British people, failed.

D. Edict of Nantes of 1598 is revoked; Huguenots flee France.
E. English king James II issues Declaration of Liberty of Conscience attempt toward 

religious tolerance.
The Declaration granted broad religious freedom in England by suspending penal 
laws enforcing conformity to the Church of England and allowing persons to worship 
in their homes or chapels as they  saw fit, and it ended the requirement of affirming 
religious oaths before gaining employment in government office.

F. 1698 - First missionary societies formed by Protestants.
Was it worth it?
The Reformation undoubtedly brought division within the church, but it also brought 
necessary change and new life to Western Christianity. 
The Reformation affected how we view scripture, salvation, and the sovereignty  of God. 
In fact, five phrases came out of the Reformation that still shape the theology of 
churches today.  

1. Sola Fide, by _________ alone.
2. Sola Scriptura, by _______________ alone.
3. Solus Christus, through ________ alone.
4. Sola Gratia, by _________ alone.
5. Soli Deo Gloria, ________ to ________ alone.
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