
Session 5 Part 3 (5:1-12)

The Book of
Joshua



The Book of Joshua

Chapter 5:1-12 - Israel is circumcised

“Now it came about when all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to 
the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard how the LORD 
had dried up the waters of the Jordan before the sons of Israel until they had crossed, that 
their hearts melted, and there was no spirit in them any longer because of the sons of 
Israel.”

“And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.”

“But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that 
person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

“and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in 
the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; Tools specific to
having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” - Col 2:11-12

God’s ways are not mans:
 It would seem logical to attack immediately using the momentum of fear, but preparation
 must be made before waging war.

 Following the pattern: The two stone monuments - in the Jordan and on the West side
 represent death, burial and resurrection. John baptized in the Jordan at Bethabara =
 “house of passage” preaching repentance at the coming of Christ’s ministry (John 1:28)
 Matt 3:9 records a peculiar statement of John:

The fear of Israels enemies (5:1)

“At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives and circumcise 
again the sons of Israel the second time.””

Circumcision - Symbol of God’s covenant to Abraham and his seed:
 Originally given to Abraham in Genesis 17:1-14; Abram became Abraham and the 
 circumcision was mandated as an outward sign.
  Significance of 8th day: medically and biblically 8 is symbolic of “new beginning”

 The circumcision of those who are in Christ:

A “second time”:
 The covenant of circumcision included a warning when given to Abraham:

 The first generation that was brought out of Egypt perished because of unbelief (Heb
 3:16-18).Even though the outward circumcision was necessary as a sign of obedience,
 God had always intended for it to point to the circumcision of the heart (Lev:26:41; Deut
 4:29, 39; 6: 5; 10:16)

A New Generation Circumcised (5:2-9)
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The Book of Joshua

Chapter 5:1-12 - Israel is circumcised

“So Joshua made himself flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haa-
raloth”

ghiv·ä' or·lä' meaning “the hill of foreskins”:
 The place is significant as it marks a new beginning in the promised land and the start of 
 conquest.

Canaan as a type:
 Many equate Canaan to heaven, but heaven has no enemies of God that need to be
 destroyed. Canaan is best compared to salvation

 Numbers 13 - The report of the 12 spies; returned from Canaan after 40 days
 Numbers 14 - Moses intercedes; God doesn’t destroy, but “dispossesses” (v.12) the
 wicked generation - 20 and older for 40 years (1 year for a day; v34)

 No circumcision and no Passover during the wilderness judgment, but no rebuke?

 40 years later the crossing of the Jordan into Canaan is now marked by circumcision of
 a new generation and a new beginning.
   

3)

“This is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the people who came out of Egypt 
who were males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness along the way after they came 
out of Egypt. For all the people who came out were circumcised, but all the people who 
were born in the wilderness along the way as they came out of Egypt had not been 
circumcised. For the sons of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, 
that is, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished because they did not listen to the 
voice of the LORD, to whom the LORD had sworn that He would not let them see the land 
which the LORD had sworn to their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Their children whom He raised up in their place, Joshua circumcised; for they were uncir-
cumcised, because they had not circumcised them along the way. Now when they had 
finished circumcising all the nation, they remained in their places in the camp until they 
were healed. Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of 
Egypt from you.” So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.”

The “reproach of Egypt”- two views:
 1: Many view this as the scorn and mocking that would have come upon Israel and their
 God had Israel not been brought to the promised land.
  - would be supported by Moses many intercessions for Israel (Ex 32:12; Num 14:13
   -16; Deut 9:28; 32:26-27); But then the rolling away would have been
   accomplished the moment Israel crossed the Jordan.

 2: During Egyptian captivity the Jews were forbidden to circumcise; only a rite of the
 ruling class in Egypt (observed for other reasons). God’s people didn’t appear to God’s;
 no promised land, in bondage, not set apart as a nation.
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The Book of Joshua

Chapter 5:1-12 - Israel is circumcised

“While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of 
the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. On the day after the 
Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes 
and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day after they had eaten some of the pro-
duce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate some of the 
yield of the land of Canaan during that year.”

The Passover is initiated by the Lord in Exodus 12 where it is called a “rite”. It is a God - 
given rite of protection from His wrath through the shed blood of a pure lamb. Those who 
observe are told to mark their hand and forehead (Ex 13: 9,16). In same passage God says 
it marks their being brought out of the “house of slavery”

In Exodus 34:11-17 the Covenant is tied to the “clearing out of Canaan” because of pagan 
idolatry.

Only the second official observance of the Passover; the first at Mt. Sinai (Num. 9:5) - 
could not be observed by the uncircumcised.

Even though circumcision is an outward marking, being combined with the Passover 
demonstrates that it is more than a physical mark. Even in the OT true circumcision was 
intended to be of the heart (Deut 10:16; 30:6) - look up OT examples of “the heart”

Mana was given in response to Israel lamenting the loss of Egyptian food. They were 
grumbling and doubting God in spite of the display of His power. This new bread used for 
the feast of weeks is tied directly to their new beginning in the promised land.

As the children of Israel celebrate the Passover after having been circumcised, they are 
now ready to dispossess their inheritance of it’s enemies. Only one thing left to complete 
the type - the Captain of salvation - we will see next time
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 It is significant that this phrase is used in conjunction with not only entering the promised
 land, but the circumcision. Canaan is salvation, and the circumcision is sanctification.

It is important to remember that Israel as a nation throughout history is a picture of the 
salvation of man; it is given unconditionally by God and He will bring it to pass. The prom-
ises of God to the fathers of Israel cannot and will not be revoked by any sinful generation. 
While the generation may perish, the nation will be brought to salvation because of God’s 
name sake (see Ezek 11:19; 36:22-36 and Jer 31: 27-40 for examples).

For those who are in Christ, circumcision of the heart distinguishes us from the world (Rom 
2:29), it delivers us from slavery to this world, sin and Satan (Ep 4:17-20). It delivers us 
from the wrath to come (Rm 5:9; 1Thes 1:10). We are given the “true circumcision” (Phil 
3:1-3) which is a new heart (2 Cor 5:11; Eph 4:24; Col 3).

The Passover Observed (5:10-12)

Application

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;.... (Ps 23:5a) 


