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The Book of Joshua

Chapter 5:13 - 6:27- The Captain of the Lord’s host and victory at Jericho

“Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and 
Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?””

“He said, “No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD.” And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say 
to his servant?””

“The captain of the LORD’S host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for 
the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.”

“lifted up his eyes”:
 This phrase in scripture is often linked with significant insight into either spiritual realities
 or important events that were about to unfold. (see Num 24:2; 1Chr21:16; Dan 4:34; 
 Zech 2:1)

No ordinary man:
 Several details point to this as a “Christophany” or pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus
 Christ. Angels do not allow themselves to be worshiped (Cf. Rev 19:10; 22:8,9). This 
 Man commands it in a way that Joshua would have been familiar which is:
 “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place  where you are standing is holy.”

 Joshua in turn acknowledges the reality by calling Him “Lord”

The idiom of the sword:
 The obvious thought that comes to mind in seeing the sword drawn is battle, war and
 conquest. But did the Lord need a sword?; The Word of God is often pictured as a
 sword (Heb 4:12; Eph 6:17). In Revelation (19:15,21) the Lord is pictured with a sword
 that proceeds out of His mouth which is His Word that destroys His enemies. Just as
 Jesus won His battle against Satan in the wilderness with His Word. We fight our real
 battles (Eph 6) with His Word. 

The significance of His physical appearance:
 Why not just show up in a burning bush or loud voice? After the consecration of the
 people, the appearance of Jesus with sword in hand makes it clear that Jesus will be
 fighting the battle of Jericho, not Joshua and the Israelites.

 As discussed previously Canaan represents our salvation. Salvation belongs to the Lord
 (Ps 3:8) and it is only possible through the Word becoming flesh. As the Son of man
 overcame the world (Jhn 16:33), the flesh and the devil (1Jhn 3:8) He fought the battle
 for the salvation of man and conquered death (Rom 6:10; 8:2; 1Cor 15:26; 54-55; 2Ti
 1:10; Heb 2:14,15).

 Jesus is the Captain of our salvation (Heb 2:10) and in Him we “overwhelmingly conquer”
 (Rom 8:37) We are seated with Him in the heavenlies and when He returns to earth, all His
 righteous ones will be revealed with Him (Rom 8:19-25; Eph 1-3; 1Jhn 4:4; 5:4). 

The Captain of the Lord’s host (5:13-15)

13)

14)

15)
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“Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the sons of Israel; no one went out and no one 
came in.”

“The LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the 
valiant warriors.”

The victory is already won:
 Jesus tells Joshua of the victory prior to the marching orders and still the battle must 
 take place. Joshua may be given strange orders but by following them the victory is
 realized. The battle of sanctification would seem to be redundant. The redeemed are
 already promised victory in Christ, yet we are challenged to be identified with His death
 (Rom 6:3,5; Phil 3:10) in a daily persistent battle with our own sin. - Lose all to gain all.

Strange marching orders:
 With all that the Lord had given to Israel concerning His law for them to observe, it would
 seem a clear violation of His own standard as He presents Joshua with the battle plan.
  Priests in battle? He is our high Priest - (Heb 2:17; 3:1; 4:14,15; 7:1,3,17,21,26; 8:1)
  Not resting on the Sabbath? Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath (Mt 12:8; Mk 2:28; Lk 6:5)

 All of the oracles of God established patterns, models or types that were meant for
 teaching the people of God concerning their Messiah. The clear pattern is the “sevens”
 which in the Word of God represents completion or God’s perfection. There are:
  • seven priests - Represents a perfect priest for Gods people
  • seven trumpets - the shofar: to proclaim liberty throughout the land (Lev 25:9-10).
     14X in Joshua 6. The shofar is associated with Jubilee:
   - all debts were forgiven;
   - all slaves went free;
   - land returned to its original owners (Lev 25, 27; Num 36:4).
   - celebrated on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
  • seven days and times - In the creation week the seventh day represented rest.
     The picture is of God’s perfect rest in the midst of conflict.

The Conquest of Jericho (6:1-27)

1)

2)

“You shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall do so 
for six days.”

“Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; then on the 
seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the 
trumpets.”

3)

“It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city 
will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead.”

5)

4)
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“So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and let seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD.””

“Then he said to the people, “Go forward, and march around the city, and let the armed 
men go on before the ark of the LORD.””

“And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD went forward and blew the trumpets; and 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.”

“The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came 
after the ark, while they continued to blow the trumpets.”

“But Joshua commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout nor let your voice be 
heard nor let a word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I tell you, ‘Shout!’ Then you 
shall shout!””

“So he had the ark of the LORD taken around the city, circling it once; then they came into 
the camp and spent the night in the camp.”

“Now Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.”

“The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD 
went on continually, and blew the trumpets; and the armed men went before them and the 
rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while they continued to blow the trumpets.”

“Thus the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp; they 
did so for six days.”

“Then on the seventh day they rose early at the dawning of the day and marched around 
the city in the same manner seven times; only on that day they marched around the city 
seven times.”

“At the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, 
“Shout! For the LORD has given you the city.””

Comparing the book of Joshua to the Revelation of Jesus Christ
 It was in Numbers 13:16 that Moses changed the name of Hoshea “salvation” to Joshua
 “the Lord saves”

 It is under Joshua that God’s people are brought into their inheritance and the Lord
 fights the battle to deliver the land of all that are opposed to God’s people and God.
 In Revelation Jesus returns to earth to overthrow and remove all of those opposed to
 Him and His people

Once again the ark of the covenant (the presence of God) is in the midst of the people

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)
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“The city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the LORD; only Rahab the 
harlot and all who are with her in the house shall live, because she hid the messengers 
whom we sent.”

“Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He 
will reign forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before 
God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, “We give You thanks, O Lord God, 
the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and 
have begun to reign. “And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the 
time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the 
prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to 
destroy those who destroy the earth.” And the temple of God which is in heaven was 
opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of 
lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.” 
(Rev 11: 15-19 NASB)

“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of 
thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go 
forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in 
the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which 
is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains 
shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in 
the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the 
saints with thee.” (Zech 14:1-5 KJV)

Like the conquest of Jericho, Revelation is filled with the pattern of seven. The seven 
trumpets begin with the silence that fills heaven (Rev 8:1)and ends with the kingdom
proclaimed:

Zechariah, like many other prophets tells of this yet future Day of the Lord:

Notice how the two spies are actually called “messengers” or “witnesses” here. Why were 
they sent into Jericho? To figure out a battle plan? It would seem that their mission result-
ed in Rahab’s salvation. During the time of Jacobs trouble profiled in Revelation there are 
also two witnesses who speak of coming judgment and there witness will result in the 
salvation of many and the judgment of many more.

17)
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“But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do not 
covet them and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of Israel 
accursed and bring trouble on it.”

“But all the silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron are holy to the LORD; they shall 
go into the treasury of the LORD.”

“So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so 
that the people went up into the city, every man straight ahead, and they took the city.”

“They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and 
ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.”

“Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the harlot’s house and 
bring the woman and all she has out of there, as you have sworn to her.”

“So the young men who were spies went in and brought out Rahab and her father and her 
mother and her brothers and all she had; they also brought out all her relatives and placed 
them outside the camp of Israel.”

In this first battle representing the conquest of Canaan the Lord demands that the spoils 
go into the treasury of the Lord. These are to be the tithe, or firstfruits (Cf. Gen 14:20). In 
battle of the nine Kings, Abraham tithes to Melchizedec. It is in the first battle of Ai (next 
chapter) that Achan will be directly judged against this command.

God made a distinction between the cities in Canaan (where Israel would dwell) and those 
afar off (Deut 20). The people in the land had plenty of opportunity (over 400 years! Gen
15:16)—as Rahab had (Josh 2:8-13). 2 Pet 3:9 speaks of the mockers and scoffers in the 
last days as there were in the days of Noah prior to the flood. Is God just in carrying out 
this devastating judgment

Because the Jews didn’t fully obey this commandment in later years, it led to national 
defilement and divine chastening (Ps 106:34-48). Israel has enemies today whose roots go 
back to these enemies.

Rahab and all in her house were spared from total devastation. The children of Israel 
during the passover in Egypt; Lot removed from Sodom (Gen 19); the body of Christ; the 
sheep and the goats; etc.

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

Tithe of the firstfruits:

Total destruction of the inhabitants:

God’s children not destined for wrath:
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“They burned the city with fire, and all that was in it. Only the silver and gold, and articles 
of bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.”

“However, Rahab the harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua spared; 
and she has lived in the midst of Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom 
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.”

“Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, saying, “Cursed before the LORD is 
the man who rises up and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his firstborn he shall lay 
its foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son he shall set up its gates.”

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those 
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phl 2:9-11 NASB)

In the days of wicked King Ahab, Hiel the Bethelite rebuilt Jericho—and it cost him the 
lives of both his eldest and youngest sons (1 Kgs 16:34).

Ancient Jericho today is still ruins. There is a Jericho of today, but not in the same location 
and interestingly enough it is one of the Muslim strongholds today and known to them as 
Bet Yerah, the “City of the Moon God”

Just like Joshua, Jesus’ fame will be throughout the earth:

24)

“So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.”

See also Ps chapter 2

27)

25)

26)

Actually happened:

Jericho of today:

Intertwined in the land inheritance / promises of God to His people Israel is the inclusion of 
Gentiles. At the birth of Christ Simeon recognized this promise as “A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” (Luke 2:32). And Paul talks about the two 
becoming one in Christ (Eph 3).

Rahab a model of Gentile salvation:
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