
 

The Book of 
Joshua

Session 7 
Part 2 (7:1-8:35)

“But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for 
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, 
took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned 
against the people of Israel.” (Joshua 7:1, ESV)
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I. Devoted for Destruction"

“And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the 
people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city. And the city and all that is within it shall 
be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her 
in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. But you, keep 
yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you 
take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring 
trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the 
Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the Lord.”” (Joshua 6:16–19, ESV)!

A. Why Did God Command Genocide?"

1. As the maker of all things and the ruler of all people, God has 
___________ _______ of ownership over all people and places."

2. God is not only the ultimate maker, ruler, and owner, but he is ______ 
and _______________ in all that he does."

3. All of us deserve God’s ________; none of us deserve God’s ______."

4. The Canaanites were _______ of God who deserved to be punished."

5. It was necessary to ________ the Canaanites from the land."

6. The destruction of the Canaanites is a picture of the _____ judgment."

II. Defeat at Ai (7:1-9)"

“So about three thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of 
Ai, and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far 
as Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became 
as water.” (Joshua 7:4–5, ESV)!

A. Why Was Israel Defeated?"

1. One man’s ______ (vs. 1) "

2. Failed to ______________ God (vs. 2-3)"

3. Israel ______________ upon the ______________ of God."

“But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for 
he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign 
gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having 
done you good.”” (Joshua 24:19–20, ESV)!

B. Disobedience breeds ___________"
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III. The Sin of Achan (7:10-26)"

“And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 
this is what I did: when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took 
them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.”” (Joshua 7:20–21, ESV)!

A. Achan’s Sin was the sin of ____________"

B. Achan’s Sin affected _____________ then himself"

1. affected the nation of Israel"

2. affected his family"

C. Achan’s Sin was dealt with severely (vs. 25-26)"

IV. The Defeat of Ai (8:1-29)"

“So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, 
and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness 
turned back against the pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush 
had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and 
struck down the men of Ai. And the others came out from the city against them, so they 
were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck 
them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped.” (Joshua 8:20–22, ESV)!

A. Joshua told by the ___________ not to fear or be dismayed (vs. 1)"

B. The people ____________ the plan of the Lord"

V. Joshua Renews the Covenant (8:30-35)"

“And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to 
all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses 
commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, 
and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.” (Joshua 8:34–35, ESV)!

A. The people _________ the Lord (vs. 30-33)"

B. The people listen to the ___________ of the Lord (vs. 34-35)"
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