
 

The Book of 
Joshua

Session 8 
Part 3 (8:1-9:27)

“So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel from 
the Lord.” (Joshua 9:14, ESV)
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I. The Defeat of Ai (8:1-29)"

“So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, 
and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness 
turned back against the pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush 
had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and 
struck down the men of Ai. And the others came out from the city against them, so they 
were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck 
them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped.” (Joshua 8:20–22, ESV)!

A. Joshua told by the ______________ not to fear or be dismayed (vs. 1)"

B. The people _____________ the plan of the Lord"

II. Joshua Renews the Covenant (8:30-35)"

“And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to 
all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses 
commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, 
and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.” (Joshua 8:34–35, ESV)!

A. The people _____________ the Lord (vs. 30-33)"

B. The people listen to the ___________ of the Lord (vs. 34-35)"

III. The Gibeonite Deception (9:1-27)"

“But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, 
they on their part acted with cunning and went and made ready provisions and took 
worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn and mended, with 
worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes. And all their provisions 
were dry and crumbly. And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him 
and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now make a 
covenant with us.” But the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; 
then how can we make a covenant with you?” They said to Joshua, “We are your 
servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And where do you come from?” 
They said to him, “From a very distant country your servants have come, because of the 
name of the Lord your God. For we have heard a report of him, and all that he did in 
Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, 
to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth. So our 
elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for 
the journey and go to meet them and say to them, “We are your servants. Come now, 
make a covenant with us.” ’ Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our 
houses as our food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, 
behold, it is dry and crumbly. These wineskins were new when we filled them, and 
behold, they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn out from the 
very long journey.” So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel 
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from the Lord. And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to 
let them live, and the leaders of the congregation swore to them.” (Joshua 9:3–15, ESV)"

A. The Canaanite Kings gathered together to fight against Joshua and Israel 
(vs. 1-2)"

B. The Gibeonite ____________ for survival (vs. 3-15)"

C. The Gibeonite Deception ______________ (vs. 16-21)"

D. The Gibeonites Become Israelite _________________ (vs. 22-27) 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I. The Defeat of Ai (8:1-29)"

“So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, 
and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness 
turned back against the pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush 
had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and 
struck down the men of Ai. And the others came out from the city against them, so they 
were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck 
them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped.” (Joshua 8:20–22, ESV)!

A. Joshua told by the Lord not to fear or be dismayed (vs. 1)"

B. The people obeyed the plan of the Lord"

II. Joshua Renews the Covenant (8:30-35)"

“And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to 
all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses 
commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, 
and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.” (Joshua 8:34–35, ESV)!

A. The people worship the Lord (vs. 30-33)"

B. The people listen to the Word of the Lord (vs. 34-35)"

III. The Gibeonite Deception (9:1-27)"

“But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, 
they on their part acted with cunning and went and made ready provisions and took 
worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn and mended, with 
worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes. And all their provisions 
were dry and crumbly. And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him 
and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now make a 
covenant with us.” But the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; 
then how can we make a covenant with you?” They said to Joshua, “We are your 
servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And where do you come from?” 
They said to him, “From a very distant country your servants have come, because of the 
name of the Lord your God. For we have heard a report of him, and all that he did in 
Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, 
to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth. So our 
elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for 
the journey and go to meet them and say to them, “We are your servants. Come now, 
make a covenant with us.” ’ Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our 
houses as our food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, 
behold, it is dry and crumbly. These wineskins were new when we filled them, and 
behold, they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn out from the 
very long journey.” So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel 
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from the Lord. And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to 
let them live, and the leaders of the congregation swore to them.” (Joshua 9:3–15, ESV)"

A. The Canaanite Kings gathered together to fight against Joshua and Israel 
(vs. 1-2)"

B. The Gibeonite plan for survival (vs. 3-15)"

C. The Gibeonite Deception Exposed (vs. 16-21)"

D. The Gibeonites Become Israelite Slaves (vs. 22-27)
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