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Session 1 - Introduction

The bible is composed of 66 books by 40 different authors written over a span of some 2000 years. The 
Old Testament can be categorized the following way;

27% of scripture contains prophecy the majority of which can be found spread throughout the 39 Old 
Testament books. Jesus said “Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.” (Psa 40:7) 
Prophecy given concerning Christ in the OT detailed both His first and second coming to the earth. While 
we have the luxury of hindsight, the indwelling teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and the New Testament 
scriptures to help us understand the prophecy fulfilled in His first advent, it was veiled and much less easily 
discerned throughout OT times.

The much more recognizable aspect of prophecy concerning Christ to the Jewish people would have been 
the kingdom as it relates to the promise of a victorious, all powerful King who delivers Israel from her 
enemies and establishes a kingdom of righteousness throughout the whole earth with the nation Israel as 
the epicenter of His rule. His second coming is repeatedly mentioned in the NT with the most obvious 
book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ being the book that first comes to mind when the earthly reign of 
Christ is mentioned.

The Revelation details the events leading up to and the fulfillment of the Last Days and the arrival of the 
King and Judge of all nations. It is in Revelation that we come to understand that the period of time 
intended for the earthly reign of Christ will be 1,000 years called the Millennium and that Satan will be 
bound during this time. However the majority of the details given concerning the ultimate restoration of 
Israel and the reign of Christ is found in the OT.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training  in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work.” 
 2 Tim 3:16-17 (NASB)

“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 
for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God.”   2 Peter 1:20-21(NASB)

Genesis  Exodus  Leviticus  Numbers  DeuteronomyPentateuch
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Job  Proverbs  Ecclesiastes  Song of SolomonWisdom
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Micah  Haggai  Zechariah  Malachi
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THE NEAR / FAR NATURE OF PROPHECY

THE HISTORIC BACKGROUND
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The Ultimate
Restoration of Israel

 1. Is 27; 42-44; 65; 66
 2. Jer 30-33
3. Eze 36; 37;40-48
4. Da 9:20-27; 12:1-3
5. Hos 2:14-23; 14:4-7
6. Joel 3:18-21
7. Am 9:11-15

  8.  Ob 17, 21
  9.  Mic 7:14-20
 10.  Zeph 3:14-20
11.  Hag 2:20-23
12.  Zec 13;14
13.  Mal 4:1-3

Prophecy came to Israel primarily through the proph-
ets during times when Israel was being warned of 
pending judgement based on her violation of the law 
covenant with God. And while Israel was being 
warned of coming judgement she was also being 
promised restoration based on the sovereignty and 
determination of God. These promises were given 
both before judgement and during judgement. While 
Israel was under her most trying times during the 
Assyrian and Babylonian conquests and captivities, 
the Lord had His prophets in place to continue to 
warn as well as give hope based on the Lords plans 
for His people. While Israel did finally return from her captivity to rebuild the city, the city wall and the 
temple, it was also prophesied the her rejection of the Messiah would lead to her scattering to the four 
corners of the earth as well as her ultimate regathering and restoration.  As shown in the table above the 
ultimate restoration for the nation of Israel is not a small topic, but is one of major significance in the writ-
ings of the majority of the prophets.

Under King Saul, David and Solomon, Israel thrived as a united kingdom from 1043 - 931 B.C.. After the 
death of King Solomon came the divided kingdom with the northern portion being known as Israel and the 
southern portion being known as Judah. The Northern Kingdom of Israel lasted for 250 years (975 B.C.- 
721 B.C.) under 19 kings and 7 different dynasties it went from bad to worse with no hints of repentance 
and return to their God. Israel fell to Assyria in 721 B.C.. The Assyrians would take conquered peoples and 
distribute them throughout their empire with the goal of diminishing nationalism in order to assimilate the 
captives into their culture. At the same time they would settle their own natives in conquered lands in order 
to permanently establish their culture within those lands. In Israel this activity would generate the eventually 
hated mixed breed Jews known as Samaritans. Among the prophecies uttered to the Northern Kingdom, no 
mention of restoration was ever given.

The Southern Kingdom of Judah lasted for 370 years (975 B.C. - 606 B.C.) under 1 dynasty, the Davidic 
dynasty.  Judah also trended from bad to worse under 20 kings but there were 5 different kings that trended 
toward repentance and return to honoring God. However Judah too eventually was fully given over to idola-
try that lead to their defeat at the hands of the Babylonians from 605 B.C. to 586 B.C.. It was through the 
prophets to the house of Judah that the promises of God were given concerning Israel’s future (the nation as 
a whole). This is based on God’s promises to David and for His future Descendant whose throne will have 
no end.

The Assyrian Empire fell to the Babylonians during a seven year period from 612 to 605 B.C. Nabopolassar 
extended the empire under the leadership of his son, the general of the Babylonian army, Nebuchadnezzar. 
Nineveh was overthrown in 612 B.C. causing the Assyrian nobility to flee to Haran and eventually Carchem-
ish. Haran fell to the Babylonian army in 609 B.C. and the final victory over Assyria came at Carchemish in 
605 B.C.. King Necho of Egypt attempted to assist the Assyrian king and while traveling through Judah he 
was opposed by King Josiah at Megiddo (2Chron 35:20-24). Josiah was the last king of Judah who 
attempted to seek reform for Gods people after hearing the book of the Law discovered in the temple (2Ki 
22, 23) and abolished many of the idolatrous practices of Amon (his father 2Ki 21:20-22) and Manasseh 
(his grandfather 2Ki 21:11-13). He was killed in battle against the Egyptians leaving Judah in a downward 
spiral of idolatry and sin (Jer 22:13-19).
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The Divided Kingdom

JUDAH
The Southern Kingdom

370 yrs

I Kings

975BC

606BC Babylonian Captivity

II Kings

Rehoboam 17
Abijam 3
Asa 41

Jehoshaphat 25

Jehoram 8
Ahaziah 1
Athaliah 6
Joash 40
Amaziah 29
Azariah (Uzziah) 52

Jotham 16
Ahaz 16
Hezekiah 29
Manasseh 55
Amon 2
Josiah 31
Jehoahaz (3mos)
Jehoiakim 11
Jehoiakin (3mos)
Zedekiah 11

ISRAEL
The Northern Kingdom

250 yrs

I Kings

975BC

721BC Assyrian Captivity

II Kings

Jeroboam 22
Nadab 2
Baasha 24
Elah 2
Zimri (1wk)
Omri 12
Ahab 22
Ahaziah 2
Jehoram 12
Jehu 28

Jehoahaz 17
Jehoash 16
Jeroboam II 41
Interregnum 12
Zechariah 1/2
Shallum (1mo)
Menahem 10
Pekahiah 2
Pekah 20
Hoshea 9
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Contemporaries
of Ezekiel

KINGS:

Josiah

Jehoahaz

Jehoiakim 

Jehoiakin 

Zedekiah

PROPHETS:

Zephaniah

Habakkuk

Jeremiah

Daniel

Ezekiel

Habakkuk wrote during this time pondering how God 
could seem so silent in light of the horrific sin of His 
people. But Habakkuk was told of the pending judgement 
that would come through the Chaldeans. Zephaniah also 
prophesied during the early years of Josiah's reign leading 
many to believe that it was his influence that also caused 
Josiah to initiate the reforms in Judah. Another contem-
porary of Ezekiel was Jeremiah (20 years older) whose 
prophetic warnings spanned 40 years during the reign of 
Judah's final 5 kings (from 627 -586 B.C.).

Upon his return from victory over the Egyptians, Nebu-
chadnezzar led the conquest of Judah and began the first deportation of captives in 605 B.C. In this first 
deportation was Daniel (Dan 1:2). As Nebuchadnezzar returned to Babylon to assume the role as King after 
his fathers death, the king of Judah was intended to be a vassal king. But the false prophets in Judah 
convinced the successive kings to rebel against Babylon in spite of the repeated warnings of Jeremiah. As a 
result Nebuchadnezzar had a second siege of Judah bringing back a second deportation of Jews in 597 B.C.. 
Ezekiel who was about 25 was part of the second deportation. Like many who were deported by the Babylo-
nians Ezekiel lived more as a tenant than a captive. He was settled in Tel - Aviv near the shipping canal Chebar 
(3:15) in his own house with his wife (8:1; 24:16ff).  As a prophet Ezekiel also had to deal with false prophets
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who gave the Jews false hopes of a quick return to their own land. Ezekiel warned that Jerusalem would be 
destroyed and after additional rebellions in Jerusalem caused by the lies of false prophets, Nebuchadnezzar 
finally did ultimately destroy Jerusalem that led to the third and final deportation (586 B.C.).

Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Daniel are known as the three 
captivity prophets. Ezekiel was deported around the age 
of 25 and called into ministry as a prophet at the age of 
30 in 593 B.C., a ministry that lasted for 22 years until 
571 B.C.. Jeremiah was about 20 years older and Daniel 
was about the same age. Ezekiel, like Jeremiah and 
Zechariah, was a priest called to be a prophet although 
he never entered into the priesthood which began at the 
age of 30. Preparing for the priesthood would have 
given Ezekiel a particular familiarity and interest in the 
details of the temple and temple practices, something 
God used him to write much about (8:1-11:25; 40:1-
47:12). The temple that Ezekiel writes about in chapters 
 40 - 47 is a subject of much controversy as it applies to
 the future restored Israel during the reign of Christ

He writes of his wifes death in exile (Eze 24:18), but there is no mention of the details surrounding his own 
death. Rabbinical tradition holds that it was at the hands of an angry Israelite prince that was rebuked by 
Ezekiel because of his idolatry. Ezekiel frequently dates his writings from 597 B.C. and dates the message in 
40:1 as 573, the 14 year after 586 the year of the final destruction of Jerusalem.

Through Ezekiel God primary expression is “the glory of the Lord” (1:28; 3:12,23; 10:4,18; 11:23; 43:4,5; 
44:4). This is in contrast to the disobedience of Israel and Judah which are graphically described such as 
chapters 16 and 23. The primary cause of disobedience is idolatry, a constant provocation of the judgement 
of God. The holiness and sovereignty of God are major theological themes conveyed by His brightness in 
glory compared to the darkness of sin being practiced by His people. Yet the dominating monogram of God 
that sounds out more than 60 times in Ezekiel is that all may “know that I am the Lord”. This aspect of Gods 
purposes are associated with both the judgement and restoration of Israel.

We are shown the involvement of the angelic realm behind the scenes carrying out Gods intentions in history 
that are connected with His judgement as God deals with the sins of Israel and other nations. Gods grace 
sounds out loudly as He communicates His intentions of keeping His promises made to Abraham by restor-
ing Israel in the future where true worship will be a primary theme.

Ezekiel is largely divided into 4 major sections. The first section foretells the destruction of Jerusalem (1-24). 
The second deals with promised retribution to nearby nations and a glimpse of future restoration for Israel 
(25-32). Then the third division is chapter 33 which gives a last call for Israel to repent. And the fourth major 
division speaks to the future, complete restoration of Israel in chapters 34-48. 
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EZEKIEL THE MAN

MAJOR THEMES OF EZEKIEL

MAJOR DIVISIONS OF EZEKIEL




