
Page 1

Chapter 16 is the longest in Ezekiel and is so graphic in its depictions that it became forbidden to be read 
out loud in public by the ancient rabbis. It portrays such a gross indictment on the people of Israel; particu-
larly personified as Jerusalem. This parable is about the city of Jerusalem yet a city is characterized by those 
who inhabit it. A city without a people is not living. As we will see, the main features of this parable are 
Israel’s unworthiness, depravity and pride contrasted with God’s grace, mercy and sovereignty.

Though it’s themes are true of the whole of the salvation story for the redeemed, it must be studied in 
context as it pertains to Israel, the nation, whose epicenter is Jerusalem. Jerusalem was where God dwelled in 
His temple and where the mighty kings David and Solomon had reigned over all Israel. It was where the 
major feasts were celebrated and it will be from Jerusalem that King Jesus will reign on the earth. So while we 
are reading about a city we must make the connection to the people whom God chose to dwell there.

Ezekiel is given the charge of declaring to the inhabitants of Jerusalem their abominations. Their sin will be 
“made known” to them. Their hearts have become so much like stone that they are even numb to the gross 
sin they are committing and have to be told in a very graphic way how God views them.

Are we sensitive to sin? Habitual, deliberate sin is not ignored by our holy God.

By describing the origins of Jerusalem as a city, the Israelites will be made to think of the obscurity that they 
were adopted out of. Just like God called Abram out of the pagan Chaldean people, the city that would 
become linked to them, Jerusalem, had it’s beginning from the pagan Canaanite people. God called Abram 
to leave all he knew and go and settle in a land that God would show him. That land was Canaan and in 
Genesis 15 while making the unconditional covenant with Abraham, God said this:

“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, make known to Jerusalem her abomi-
nations and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to Jerusalem, “Your origin and your birth are from the land 
of the Canaanite, your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.”

16:1-3

THE PARABLE OF THE ABANDONED BABY
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“God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will 
serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you will be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorite is not yet complete. It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there 
appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made 
a covenant with Abram, saying,  “To your descendants I have given this land,  From the river of Egypt as far as 
the great river, the river Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the 
Perizzite and the Rephaim and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.””

Gen 15: 13-21 (NASB)
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Amorites:

Hittites:
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– Israel descended from Shem (Gen 10:21-31)
– Jerusalem was a Canaanite city whose inhabitants descended from Ham (Gen 10:6-20). It was conquered
   by David (1Chron 11:4-9).

The Canaanites in general still were present in many of the regions hat were given to the Israelites and were 
never fully driven out as the Lord had commanded them. In the time of Ezekiel the leading cities of the 
Canaanites were the cities of Tyre and Sidon. Both of these are among the cities that Ezekiel will eventually 
address. Handed down from Noah, the knowledge of the true and living God had existed at least in the city 
of Salem. We find that Abraham gave tithes to Melchisedek who was king of Salem and priest of the most 
high God (Gen 14:18). Yet by the time that Israel was brought out of Egypt, Canaan had become entirely 
pagan serving false gods inspired by demons.

The imagery now focuses once again on Israel in her infancy. She was in a land that was not her own and 
not recognized by Egypt as God’s people or as anything other than slaves and despised them. In the pagan 
cultures of the time most of the practices within the shrines, groves and temples to the false demonic gods 
involved prostitution. When a temple prostitute or priestess became pregnant, the newborn was delivered 
into an open field and left for dead. The arrival of the baby posed an inconvenience to the pagan practices 
much the way that Israel was despised by Egypt as they grew in number. The land that originally welcomed 
them now feared their number and were hostile to them even to the point of birth control policies.

A solemn reminder that it was God who called Israel out as a nation, just as He chose Jerusalem to be 
inhabited by His glory. It was God who caused Israel to become great in number while in captivity in Egypt. 
The Lord then paints the imagery of their maturity as they have grown into a nation. But they were naked 
and bare because they had no national recognition, protection or privilege while in Egypt.

“As for your birth, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed with 
water for cleansing; you were not rubbed with salt or even wrapped in cloths. No eye looked with pity 
on you to do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you. Rather you were thrown out into 
the open field, for you were abhorred on the day you were born.”

16:4-5

“When I passed by you and saw you squirming in your blood, I said to you while you were in your blood, 
‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you while you were in your blood, ‘Live!’ I made you numerous like plants of the 
field. Then you grew up, became tall and reached the age for fine ornaments; your breasts were formed 
and your hair had grown. Yet you were naked and bare.”

16:6-7

“Then I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you were at the time for love; so I spread My skirt over 
you and covered your nakedness. I also swore to you and entered into a covenant with you so that you 
became Mine,” declares the Lord GOD.”

16:8
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Israel had become mature and at the age of marriage, yet had no husband to be her benefactor. The imag-
ery is similar to the story of Ruth and Boaz. Naomi had made Ruth aware of Boaz as a kinsman redeemer 
and Ruth needed the protection and benefit of a husband. So she laid next to him on the threshing floor 
and propositioned him to spread his robe over her. This was a proposition for marriage. The “marriage 
ceremony” or covenant with Israel to be the “wife” of God (Jer 2:2; 3:1; Hos 2:2-23) was made with the 
young nation at Mt. Sinai (Ex 19:5-8).

From the time of conquest through the greatest expansion under king David to the great wealth and wisdom 
under Solomon, Israel is pictured not just as any wife, but as a beautiful Queen admired by all because of 
the great blessings that she had been granted by such a gracious King. Under David, Israel was feared by all 
nations. Dignitaries from all around the world came to inquire of the wealth and wisdom of Solomon who 
was allowed by the Lord to build the great temple in Jerusalem. Jerusalem went from a city of pagan origin 
to being blessed with the highest privilege of becoming the host city for the presence of the glory of God. 
Israel became synonymous with the city of the living God. He made the people of Jerusalem, Israel, His 
trophy according to His promises (Deut 7:6-8).

Proverbs 11:2 says that “when pride comes, then dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.” and 16:18 says 
that “pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.” It is bad enough that the fool 
has said in his heart there is no God (Psa 14:1; 53:1), but to think that those who have been enlightened by 
the Word of God can become so arrogant as to think that they are self-made and self-sufficient is preposter-
ous and yet that is all too often the reality for sinful men and women. The same will be true of the false 
harlot church that is growing up in the world now spoken of in the book of Revelation, who will be the 
“mother of all harlots” seducing the world. Verses 15 through 34 paint one of the most graphic pictures of

“Then I bathed you with water, washed off your blood from you and anointed you with oil. I also 
clothed you with embroidered cloth and put sandals of porpoise skin on your feet; and I wrapped you 
with fine linen and covered you with silk. I adorned you with ornaments, put bracelets on your hands 
and a necklace around your neck. I also put a ring in your nostril, earrings in your ears and a beautiful 
crown on your head. Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your dress was of fine linen, silk 
and embroidered cloth. You ate fine flour, honey and oil; so you were exceedingly beautiful and 
advanced to royalty. Then your fame went forth among the nations on account of your beauty, for it 
was perfect because of My splendor which I bestowed on you,” declares the Lord GOD.”

16:9-14

“But you trusted in your beauty and played the harlot because of your fame, and you poured out your 
harlotries on every passer-by who might be willing.”

16:15

A LOVE BETRAYED
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Israel’s harlotry. This harlotry began during the apex of Israel’s fame under king Solomon. The wisdom and 
wealth that he had been granted filled his heart with great pride and he invited all kinds of interaction with 
pagan gods as he chose for himself wives and concubines from pagan nations:

This pattern of Solomon caused the great split of the kingdom and from this time all the way down to 
Ezekiel’s time Israel’s harlotry had become an embarrassment to themselves in the eyes of the nations and a 
deep wound in the heart of God, her faithful husband, King and benefactor.

The anguish of our jealous God is vivid as He looks upon the betrayal of His betrothed nation. His wife has 
taken the linens of her garments and decorated the shrines that she has built to false gods. She is seen as 
engaging in physical pleasure on the very fabric of the clothing that the Lord gave to her. She was so in love 
with the false Gods that she used the fine jewels, gold and silver that God gave her to make “male objects” 
for her to become sensual with.

All of the luxurious blessings that the wife of God had, He lavished upon her. In faithfulness, it should be 
used to honor Him acknowledging that everything she has comes from Him, yet she has used what was a 
gift given to her to adore with affection the idols of the false gods in the shrines she has made to them. The 
idols don’t love her and in fact the demons behind them want nothing more than to see Israel devoured.

Do we take the things that God has lavished upon us and throw them at the feet of the world longing for the 
worlds affection? How should we respond to what God has given us in salvation? (Rom 12:1; Eph 4:11-13)

“You took some of your clothes, made for yourself high places of various colors and played the harlot on 
them, which should never come about nor happen. You also took your beautiful jewels made of My gold 
and of My silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself male images that you might play the 
harlot with them.”

16:16-17

“Then you took your embroidered cloth and covered them, and offered My oil and My incense before 
them. Also My bread which I gave you, fine flour, oil and honey with which I fed you, you would offer 
before them for a soothing aroma; so it happened,” declares the Lord GOD.”

16:18-19
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“Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of 
Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart 
away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love. He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart 
away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his 
father had been.”

1Kings 11:1-4 (NASB)
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The goal of every demon who inspires idols is the destruction of mankind. There is no more vivid proof that 
man’s heart has been so scaled over than to bring harm to a child. Even for Israel who regarded a full quiver 
as a blessing from God (Psa 127:3-5), the shocking reality is that the demonic stronghold is so pervasive 
that children were viewed as mere fodder for quenching the lusts of Israel’s lovers. Child sacrifice was a 
constant plague upon the hearts and minds of Israel (Ezek 20:26; 23:37-39; Ex 22:29; Jdgs 11:39; 2 Ki 16:3; 
21 6; 23:10; Jer 7:31; 19:5; 32:35). God says that the children “were borne to Me”. As children of the 
circumcision they belonged to God by virtue of that sign of the covenant and should be consecrated unto 
the Lord. This aggravated the situation as if her harlotry was not bad enough, the innocent children were 
made victims of the act of her lusts.

Today, largely in western culture, children are seen as a burden and those who are an inconvenience are 
sacrificed on the altar of personal freedom. Many of the “global elitists” adhere to a New Age type worship 
of “Gia” or mother earth and view the current status of the world as over populated. They have documented 
plans for reducing the world population by up to 90% in the name of preserving mother earth. These ideas, 
conditions and practices are no different than the pagan practices of Israel while they may seem more 
sterile. Additionally children are sacrificed on the altar of success, popularity and “happiness”and also not 
consecrated unto the Lord.

Forgetting the love and kindness of the Lord opens the door to sin. Remaining humble and obedient before 
the Lord requires that those who are His remember where they came from. As the Lord views her path of 
degradation, a sharp expression of indignation pierces through the dark clouds of Israel’s sin to declare woe 
on her. God sees the shrines to the false gods and all of the practices in them as fornication chambers in all 
of the most accessible places for all to see.

While we tend to see this as a metaphor used to describe Israel’s idol worship, the elicit sexual activities 
engaged in by both men and women were all a part of worshipping the pagan gods. She had become the 
perpetrator of wanton advances on the idolatrous nations she propositioned so much to the point that she 
became viewed as a worn out prostitute who made even would be tempters weary of her. Israel will lose 
everything to her lovers and gain nothing from them all the while being despised by them.

“Moreover, you took your sons and daughters whom you had borne to Me and sacrificed them to idols 
to be devoured. Were your harlotries so small a matter? You slaughtered My children and offered them 
up to idols by causing them to pass through the fire.”

16:20-21

“Besides all your abominations and harlotries you did not remember the days of your youth, when you 
were naked and bare and squirming in your blood. Then it came about after all your wickedness (‘Woe, 
woe to you!’ declares the Lord GOD), that you built yourself a shrine and made yourself a high place in 
every square. You built yourself a high place at the top of every street and made your beauty abomi-
nable, and you spread your legs to every passer-by to multiply your harlotry.”

16:22-25
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They had several times made alliances with Egypt from whom they were delivered (Isa 30:1; 2Ki 18:21). The 
Egyptians had depictions in their art of all kinds of sexual perversion that were intertwined with their multi-
plicity of gods.

It becomes quite a sad situation when even those whose practices had originally drawn Israel’s heart away 
from God see her as an embarrassment. Even the Philistines who were a constant source trouble to Israel 
and who had eventually become subdued by Israel under David had moved from a position of fearing Israel 
and her God to one of mockery and again began attacking Judah and Jerusalem in the reigns of Jehoram 
and Ahaz (2 Chron 21:16-17; 28:16-19). The Philistines were content with their own gods while Israel 
sought after the gods of their enemies.

Israel’s appetite for whoredom grew discontented with her close neighbors and expanded to include the 
practices of the Assyrians. Under Ahaz and Manasseh’s reign, league with the Assyrians was sought after 
(2Ki 16:7; 21:1; 2Chron 33:1). They went as far as to the Babylonians to seek alliances and Chaldean rites 
(2Ki 20:12-19) to add to their abominations.

The usual act of a prostitute is to be paid for her sexual acts. Yet Israel engaged in such low behavior that she 
is seen as being so desperate for harlotry that she paid her lovers to be with her. This depicts the tribute that 
Israel had to pay to godless nations. For example Ahaz stripped the temple of its gold and silver to pay 
tribute to Assyria (2Ki 16:8; see also Hos 12:1; Isa 30:6).

“You also played the harlot with the Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, and multiplied your harlotry to 
make Me angry.”

16:26

“Behold now, I have stretched out My hand against you and diminished your rations. And I delivered 
you up to the desire of those who hate you, the daughters of the Philistines, who are ashamed of your 
lewd conduct.”

16:27

“Moreover, you played the harlot with the Assyrians because you were not satisfied; you played the 
harlot with them and still were not satisfied. You also multiplied your harlotry with the land of 
merchants, Chaldea, yet even with this you were not satisfied.”

16:28-29

“How languishing is your heart,” declares the Lord GOD, “while you do all these things, the actions of 
a bold-faced harlot. When you built your shrine at the beginning of every street and made your high 
place in every square, in disdaining money, you were not like a harlot. You adulteress wife, who takes 
strangers instead of her husband! Men give gifts to all harlots, but you give your gifts to all your lovers 
to bribe them to come to you from every direction for your harlotries. Thus you are different from those 
women in your harlotries, in that no one plays the harlot as you do, because you give money and no 
money is given you; thus you are different.”

16:30-34
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