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At this point of Ezekiel’s prophetic word the date is about 588 BC., two years before the actual siege on 
Jerusalem. This period’s history is recorded in 2 Kings chapter 24, 2 Chronicles chapter 36 and Jeremiah 
chapters 36, 37 and 52. Once again the Lord has Ezekiel proclaim the judgement that is coming and why 
this time through a parable. The first 10 verses are the parable and verses 11 through 21 will explain the 
parable and then a hint toward the Messianic Kingdom is given in verses 22 through 24.

The eagle is used as an idiom for strength, majesty or a protecting refuge. It is also used to represent the 
force and swiftness of enemy nations that God uses for judgement.  Here, the “great eagle” represents 
Babylon and is so depicted by Jeremiah (48:40; 49:22), Daniel (7:4) and Isaiah (46:11). The “great wings, 
long pinions” depict the extent of the Babylonian Empire that reached far into the surrounding nations. This 
eagle has a “full plumage with many colors” which are indicative of the large resources for it’s military 
drawn from captive nations. “Lebanon” was an idiom to the Jews for the temple in Jerusalem because all of 
the woodwork was from the cedar wood that came from Lebanon. “The top of the cedar” represents the 
top of the kingdom of Judah, which would be those representing the kingly line of David. In the initial siege 
of the kingdom of Judah, Nebuchanezzar took away their royals, their chiefs and servants along with the 
captives to Babylon (2Ki 24:8, 12-16).

“The topmost of its young twigs” is speaking of king Jeconiah (also called Coniah or Jehoiachin) who was 
18 at the time of his captivity. After taking captive Jeconiah, Nebuchadnezzar established a vassal king from 
the “seed of the land” meaning one of the Jews. This was Metaniah whom Nebuchadnezzar renamed 
Zedekiah. He was to represent Nebuchadnezzar in Jerusalem ruling over Judah. The land of Israel is depicted 
by “fertile soil” and “abundant waters” (Deut 8:7; 11:11).

The idea is that even though God allowed the Babylonian captivity and occupation as judgement, it would 
not be devastating as long as the Jews submitted to it as punishment. The strategy of the Babylonians was to 
leave captured nations to themselves as long as they submitted to his authority. He would leave them to 
prosper and even protect them as long as they did not try to overthrow his authority. Notice the posture of 

“Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, Son of man, propound a riddle and speak a parable to 
the house of Israel, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “A great eagle with great wings, long pinions 
and a full plumage of many colors came to Lebanon and took away the top of the cedar.”

17:1-3

“He plucked off the topmost of its young twigs and brought it to a land of merchants; he set it in a city 
of traders. He also took some of the seed of the land and planted it in fertile soil. He placed it beside 
abundant waters; he set it like a willow. Then it sprouted and became a low, spreading vine with its 
branches turned toward him, but its roots remained under it. So it became a vine and yielded shoots 
and sent out branches.”

17:4-6

PARABLE OF TWO EAGLES AND A VINE
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the “low, spreading vine with its branches turned toward him”, which speaks to the intended rule of 
Nebuchadezzar over Zedekiah, his sons and other nobles. The fact that “its roots remained under it” speaks 
to the oath that Nebuchadnezzar would honor by leaving Israel in its land with their own king if they did not 
cause problems for Babylon.

“Another great eagle” speaks of another large empire; Egypt under the rule of Pharaoh Hophra (Jer 44:30; 
37:7). Zedekiah attempted to make an alliance with Egypt which is indicated by the vine bending its roots 
toward him. To Zedekiah this oath seemed like a solid plan against Nebuchadnezzar that would cause Israel 
to throw off the yoke of Babylon and prosper.

Zedekiah swore by oath in the name of Jehovah that he would be faithful to Nebechadnezzar and submit to 
his authority by keeping the peace in Jerusalem and Judah (2 Chr 36:13). Because of  Jeremiah, Isaiah and 
Ezekiel, Zedekiah knew that God had intended this punishment for Judah but if the leadership and all of 
Judah would submit to it God would ultimately protect them. Still Zedekiah followed his own wicked heart 
and foolish understanding when he instead sought protection by means of earthly wisdom and made an 
alliance with Egypt. Isaiah spoke out against this political move (Isa 30:1-7; 31:1-3).

Ezekiel writes this sometime between 592  and 591 BC. in anticipation of what Zedekiah would do in his 
final revolt against Babylon in 587 BC. At the heart of the matter is Zedekiah’s oath, in the name of Jehovah, 
to Nebuchadnezzar.  Zedekiah’s sinful alliance would be as a vine that withers completely as soon as the 
“east wind” (Babylon) strikes it. Zedekiah was captured on Jewish ground and Jerusalem completely with-
ered.

“But there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage; and behold, this vine bent its 
roots toward him and sent out its branches toward him from the beds where it was planted, that he 
might water it. It was planted in good soil beside abundant waters, that it might yield branches and 
bear fruit and become a splendid vine.”

17:7-8

“Say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut off its fruit, so 
that it withers—so that all its sprouting leaves wither? And neither by great strength nor by many 
people can it be raised from its roots again. Behold, though it is planted, will it thrive? Will it not 
completely wither as soon as the east wind strikes it—wither on the beds where it grew?”

17:9-10

“Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Say now to the rebellious house, ‘Do you not 
know what these things mean?’ Say, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and 
princes and brought them to him in Babylon. He took one of the royal family and made a covenant with 
him, putting him under oath. He also took away the mighty of the land, that the kingdom might be in 
subjection, not exalting itself, but keeping his covenant that it might continue. But he rebelled against 
him by sending his envoys to Egypt that they might give him horses and many troops. Will he succeed? 
Will he who does such things escape? Can he indeed break the covenant and escape?”

17:11-15

THE PARABLE EXPLAINED
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In the explanation of the parable the two main precepts are:

1) God takes oaths very seriously; especially those made in His name. Matthew 5:37 says to “let your yes 
be yes and your no be no”. Do not make oaths you know are false in order to deceive for personal gain; 
especially in His name. Even the oath made by Israel with the Gibeonites had to be honored (Josh 9; 2Sam 
21:1-3). Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5 lied to the Holy Spirit and were immediately dealt with as an 
example to the early church of how the Lord views our integrity toward him. He says about Zedekiah’s oath 
with Nebuchadnezzar that it is “My oath” and “My Covenant”.

2) The rebellion of individuals from leadership on down always effects others. It’s not just Zedekiah that 
suffers because of his wickedness, but all of Judah.

In the parable just told, Nebuchadnezzar is the eagle who plucks from the highest branch of the cedar 
(David’s royal line at the time) and “make” him a king (Zedekiah). That will end disastrously, but the Lord 
God will not forget about His promise to David:

“As I live,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘Surely in the country of the king who put him on the throne, whose 
oath he despised and whose covenant he broke, in Babylon he shall die. Pharaoh with his mighty army 
and great company will not help him in the war, when they cast up ramps and build siege walls to cut 
off many lives. Now he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and behold, he pledged his 
allegiance, yet did all these things; he shall not escape. Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “As I live, 
surely My oath which he despised and My covenant which he broke, I will inflict on his head. “I will 
spread My net over him, and he will be caught in My snare. Then I will bring him to Babylon and enter 
into judgment with him there regarding the unfaithful act which he has committed against Me. All the 
choice men in all his troops will fall by the sword, and the survivors will be scattered to every wind; and 
you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken.”

17:16-21

“Thus says the Lord GOD, “I will also take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and set it out; I will 
pluck from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one and I will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
On the high mountain of Israel I will plant it, that it may bring forth boughs and bear fruit and become 
a stately cedar. And birds of every kind will nest under it; they will nest in the shade of its branches. All 
the trees of the field will know that I am the LORD; I bring down the high tree, exalt the low tree, dry 
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will perform it.”

17:22-24

THE LOFTY KING OF THE DAVIDIC LINE

“Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel. I have been with you wherever you have
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This “twig” is called a “tender one” which speaks to Jesus as the merciful One. Isaiah says that He is “like a 
tender shoot” and in Luke’s gospel (1:78,79) Zacharias, filled with the Holy Spirit says that “because of the 
tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO 
SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, To guide our feet into the way of peace.”. Lets look at 
the whole of what Zacharias says in reflection of the Davidic Covenant and the Messiah:

Even David could not bear the fruit that his promised descendant would. The Lord declares through Ezekiel 
that this tender branch will be “planted on a high and lofty mountain”. This speaks to the governmental 
aspect of the Messianic Kingdom:

“gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the 
great men who are on the earth. I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they 
may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 
even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. When your days are 
complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from 
you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct 
him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as 
I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom shall endure before 
Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.””                                                               2 Sam 7: 8-16 (NASB)

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, And has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant— As He spoke by the mouth of His holy 
prophets from of old— Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES,  And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE 
US; To show mercy toward our fathers,  And to remember His holy covenant, The oath which He swore to 
Abraham our father, To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies,  Might serve Him 
without fear, In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High;  For you will go on BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; To give to His people the 
knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins,”                                                       Luke 1:68-77 (NASB)

“In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that 
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself 
endure forever.”                                                                                                                             Dan 2:44 (NASB)
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This mighty mountain of government planted through Jesus Christ will have it’s location “on the high 
mountain of Israel” – Jerusalem:

Ezekiel sees the future for Israel under the Messiah. The Messiahs first advent was to demonstrate the tender 
mercies of God through the offering up of His only son for the forgiveness of sins. There was no way possible 
for the all of the unconditional covenants of old to be fulfilled without the New Covenant being ratified in 
Christ’s blood. But that tender shoot turns into a mighty cedar whose branches provide refuge for “birds of 
every kind” meaning people from every tongue, tribe and nation.

“All of the trees of the field will know that I am the Lord”. If Judah is depicted as a cedar, then trees are 
other nations and just as the psalm 2 passage says the nations are His inheritance. What seems as mighty 
and flourishing to man is no obstacle for the Lord and what seems puny and week to man, God can make 
mighty. Judah / Israel may be reduced to a dried up tree in the worlds eye, but God will make it prosperous 
during the Messianic Age to come! From His perspective He has already “done it”.
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“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;  And the government will rest on His shoulders; 
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be 
no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness  from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”                                                                                        Isa 9:6-7 (NASB)

“The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.””                                              Luke 1:30-33 (NASB)

“Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us tear their 
fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 
Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury, saying, “But as for Me, I have installed 
My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain. I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My 
Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance,  and the very 
ends of the earth as Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 
earthenware.’” Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. Worship the 
LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you 
perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” 

Psalm 2 (NASB)


