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Session 2 - Ezekiel 1

The thirtieth year is most likely Ezekiels age since thirty is 
when a priest could actually enter the office of priest-
hood (Num 4). Ezekiel was trained to be a priest and it 
would have been an important year and probably not a 
coincidence that he was called as a prophet to Israel at 
this time. The year was 593 B.C. and this is the first of 14 
different date references that Ezekiel makes. Chebar is a 
major canal that runs off of the Euphrates River North 
West of Babylon.

While the people of God are lamenting over their certain 
lengthy stay in Babylon as captives and strangers in a 
strange land (recorded in Ps 137), Ezekiel is granted 
visions of God’s throne room. Getting a glimpse of the 
throne room and celestial court of God is a very rare 
thing for individuals in scripture. Both Isaiah (chap 6) 
and John (Rev 4 and 5) are shown the throne room of God who give similar accounts.

Ezekiel’s vision for Israel is framed within the context of the awesome power and authority of God. The 
phrase “from the north” is used to point to the throne of God  (see Is 14:13; Ps 75:5-7) and not a geographic 
reference. Metal glows under the extreme heat of fire as it is refined and the imagery here speaks to God’s 
judgement and righteousness.

These are the Cherubim in chapter 10:15,20. The Hebrew word demuth means “likeness” or similitude and 
expresses the general form of the beings. The Cherubim seam to be unique amongst the mention of angels 
and are seen guarding the tree of life (Gen 3:24) and surround the mercy seat (Ex 25:10-22). Seraphim are

“Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was by the river 
Chebar among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. (On the fifth of the month 
in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile, the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, 
son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the LORD came 
upon him.)”

1:1-3

“As I looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with fire flashing forth 
continually and a bright light around it, and in its midst something like glowing metal in the midst of 
the fire.”

1:4

VISIONS OF GOD

“Within it there were figures resembling four living beings. And this was their appearance: they had 
human form.”

1:5

THE FOUR LIVING BEINGS
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mentioned as six winged beings by Isaiah (6:2) and by John (Rev 4,5). Before his fall Satan was called the 
“cherub that covereth”.

Angels were created to perform the will and tasks of God at various levels. These cherubim were particularly 
associated with the throne of God and speak to His power and glory. Ezekiels depiction of their legs and feet 
point out the immutability of God; “no variableness or turning” (James 1:17). They could see in every direc-
tion and did not need to turn to gain sight. There is also a possible insight here as to the hyper-
dimensionality of their form.

These same four faces show up in an interesting way in scripture that of course point to Jesus. These faces 
are seen by description here (Ezekiel 1) and in chapter 10, by Isaiah (6) and by John (Rev 4). In a not so direct 
way we see them in the camp of Israel and the gospels.
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Ezekiel

“Each of them had four faces and four wings. Their legs were straight and their feet were like a calf ’s 
hoof, and they gleamed like burnished bronze. Under their wings on their four sides were human hands. 
As for the faces and wings of the four of them, their wings touched one another; their faces did not turn 
when they moved, each went straight forward.”

1:6-9

“As for the form of their faces, each had the face of a man; all four had the face of a lion on the right 
and the face of a bull on the left, and all four had the face of an eagle.”

1:10

MATTHEW = LION

MARK = OX

LUKE = MAN

JOHN = EAGLE
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Since these angels are directly associated with the throne of God, their movement is in unison with His will. 
In His sovereignty there is nothing that God cannot and will not accomplish which He has determined to do. 
There is no deviation from the plan. This detail about the will and promises of God is important to remem-
ber especially at such a devastating time for Israel.

The source of light is God as He is light (1Jn 1:5) in a sense of essence and as the one who is the source of 
life and truth. Jesus said “I am the light of the world” in John 8:12. The living beings are energized by and 
reflect the light of God as they move constantly with the carrying out of His will.

For many, God is imagined as some far off, unknowable and dis-interested being who set things in motion 
and occasionally steps in once in a while to correct things in history. But Ezekiel is shown that God’s power, 
will and authority are in constant involvement with humanity. The wheels are touching the earth and extend 
from the sides of the living creatures. Many times in scripture we read the term “the four corners of the earth” 
which speak to the whole earth as it covers north, south , east and west. This detail combined with the eyes 
covering the wheels demonstrates the omniscience of God as there is nothing in all of the earth that escapes 
His notice. Other references to the wheels are in Daniel 7:9, show up in the design features of Solomon's 
temple (1Ki 7:27-30) and in the chariot described in 1Ch 28:18.
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“Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out above; each had two touching another being, and 
two covering their bodies. And each went straight forward; wherever the spirit was about to go, they 
would go, without turning as they went.”

1:11-12

“In the midst of the living beings there was something that looked like burning coals of fire, like torches 
darting back and forth among the living beings. The fire was bright, and lightning was flashing from the 
fire. And the living beings ran to and fro like bolts of lightning.”

1:13-14

“Now as I looked at the living beings, behold, there was one wheel on the earth beside the living beings, 
for each of the four of them. The appearance of the wheels and their workmanship was like sparkling 
beryl, and all four of them had the same form, their appearance and workmanship being as if one wheel 
were within another.  Whenever they moved, they moved in any of their four directions without turning 
as they moved. As for their rims they were lofty and awesome, and the rims of all four of them were full 
of eyes round about.”

1:15-18

“Whenever the living beings moved, the wheels moved with them. And whenever the living beings rose 
from the earth, the wheels rose also. Wherever the spirit was about to go, they would go in that direc-
tion. And the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. When-
ever those went, these went; and whenever those stood still, these stood still. And whenever those rose 
from the earth, the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels.”

1:19-21
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The cherubim are depicted as guarding the throne of God and as they are given authority to carry out His 
perfect judgement on earth through the course of history we are reminded that while no sinful man can 
stand in the presence of God on his own, there is one way to access God given to man.

While the power and authority of God is extended to these living beings whose every move is harmonious 
with the will of God we see the expanse of His throne stands out alone as supreme. As Ezekiel looks upon the 
throne he sees a man whose description matches that which was shown John in the Revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Some would say that this is how God has always appeared, yet in John 4:24 we are told that 
God is a spirit. So this must be the pre incarnate Son of God. It is through the Word that all things were 
created and the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. He is the “fullness of deity” (Col 2:9).

Paul speaks of His incarnation as the mystery of righteousness

He is the savior and judge of all mankind. And the redeemed are brought into a fellowship with the Godhead 
that is unique. The angels more than likely gained an understanding of the meaning of The Man on the 
throne as it unfolded. They in fact continue to “learn” of the whole story of redemption as history goes on 
(see 1Pet 1:10-12) and redeemed mankind will stand in authority over the angels in glory (1Cor 6:1-3). It is 
interesting that when Jesus died, He went and made proclamation to the angels bound in the abyss (1Pe 
3:18; col 2:14,15). Fallen angels have hated man from the beginning and have sought to destroy this unique 
relationship.

The few biblical accounts given of those who come into the presence of God depict a reaction that is like 
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“Now over the heads of the living beings there was something like an expanse, like the awesome gleam 
of crystal, spread out over their heads. Under the expanse their wings were stretched out straight, one 
toward the other; each one also had two wings covering its body on the one side and on the other. I also 
heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant waters as they went, like the voice of the 
Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still, they dropped 
their wings. And there came a voice from above the expanse that was over their heads; whenever they 
stood still, they dropped their wings. Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was 
something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, 
high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man. Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins 
and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the 
appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him. 
As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surround-
ing radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I 
fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.”

1:22-24

THE GLORY OF GOD’S THRONE AND THE
MAN WHO IS SEATED ON IT

By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindi-
cated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up 
in glory.                                                                                                                          1Tim 3:16


