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Session 3 - Ezekiel 2&3

The term “Son of man” is used of Ezekiel 93 times and literally means “son of the dust” and speaks to 
Ezekiel’s frailty. It is not the same as the Messianic title given to Jesus. “Son of man” in the case of Christ 
means in the exact likeness of man. As the eternal Son of God took on flesh and blood he was fully 
“anthropos” or man. In this way the title “Son of man” is used of Jesus 86 times.

Again we see the diminished strength of natural man in the presence of God as Ezekiel literally needs the 
Holy Spirit to lift him to his feet. In Old Testament times, we see the Holy Spirit “come upon” people 
whom He empowered for various plans or words of God to be carried out. We see examples of this in 
places such as Ex 31:1-11; 1Sam 10:9-11; Ps 51:11; Ezek 3:24, yet there is no record of the Holy Spirit 
actually indwelling individuals, even though faith is an act of God in man through the Holy Spirit.

Paul describes this unique reality for the church as a “mystery” in Colossians;

God is angry over Israel’s rebellion which is mentioned 17 times in Ezekiel. While He is slow to anger, He 
will not be mocked and cannot let sin go undisciplined. What is interesting is that God calls the captives 
“the sons of Israel” not the sons of Judah. This speaks to the fact that while history paints a picture of a 
divided nation that was all eventually taken into captivity, God sees His people as one nation.

The term used here for “people” is “gowy” is usually used to describe nations other than Israel. God told 
Hosea (1:9) that Israel would become “Lo-ammi” or not my people and by using a term that was used to 
describe nations other than Israel, it is clear that in God’s mind this is now the status of Israel.

While within the body of Christ there is no distinction of persons (Eph 3) God still views what is outside of 
the church as Israel and the Gentile nations (1Cor 10:32). And as we will see through Ezekiel that distinc-
tion will be true for the future as well.

“Then He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak with you!” As He spoke to me 
the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet; and I heard Him speaking to me. Then He said to me, 
“Son of man, I am sending you to the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against 
Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day.”

2:1-3

“I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate children, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord GOD.’ “As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a rebellious house—they 
will know that a prophet has been among them.”

2:4-5

EZEKIEL’S COMMISSION

“Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so 
that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”                                                                               

Col 1:25-27



Page 2

Session 3 - Ezekiel 2&3

In Deut 18:20-22 and Jer 28:9 God sets the standard for those who claim to be speaking for God. The way 
to know is 100% accuracy and if one proved to be a false prophet he was stoned to death. Ezekiel is being 
thrust into a seemingly risky assignment as he will be presenting his messages as being directly from God. 
But God tells Ezekiel that “they will know” and so no matter how the response is to the message, he can go 
with confidence that he is speaking the truth.

As we speak the truth in love concerning the gospel and it’s exclusivity we know that if the world hates us it 
hated Christ first and that one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord (Phil 2:11).

The hatred that streams out of rebellious hearts toward God are always directed toward His ambassadors. 
It can be so severe that it literally has the same painful and uncomfortable jabs as those felt if you grab a 
thorn. They can be as pervasive and irritating as thistles and as overwhelming as the sting of a scorpion. 
While each individual within the body of Christ has a specific lot that God has assigned, we will all face 
some form of persecution or another and we need to be ready to face even extreme and deadly conditions 
as our world grows more and more hostile toward the people of God.

The presentation of judgement and woe in scroll form are found only in two places in scripture, here and in 
Revelation 5 as John sees a similar scroll that contains the judgement of God on rebellious humanity. What 
is seen to take place for the nation of Israel from chapter 4 through chapter 32 is lamentations, mourning 
and woe. Then in chapter 33 Ezekiel goes through a recommission and the Lord issues Israel a fresh call to 
repentance as 34 - 48 carry the prophecy of restoration that is still relevant for today. 

“And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words, though thistles and thorns are with you 
and you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they are a 
rebellious house. But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for they are rebel-
lious.”

2:6-7

“Now you, son of man, listen to what I am speaking to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious 
house. Open your mouth and eat what I am giving you.”Then I looked, and behold, a hand was 
extended to me; and lo, a scroll was in it. When He spread it out before me, it was written on the front 
and back, and written on it were lamentations, mourning and woe.”

2:8-10

“Then He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of 
Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll. He said to me, “Son of man, feed your 
stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I am giving you.” Then I ate it, and it was sweet as 
honey in my mouth.”

3:1-3

THE PREPARATION OF EZEKIEL
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Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet seen by Israel to often be filled with tears reflecting the break-
ing heart of God as He looked upon Israels idolatry and rebellion. The people however had hardened 
hearts and even as severe chastening is being thrust upon them they become even more stiff - necked and 
hardened in their hearts. This proves that left to his own nature in sin, no matter of judgement or blessing 
can change the sinners heart, rather God has to move through the Holy Spirit to bring repentance and life. 
This is similar to what we see as the condition of the eternally damned where in there is “weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Mat 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:28). This speaks of sorrow over 
circumstances while the heart remains ever hardened toward God.

Prophets are often told to “eat” the Word of God (Jer 15:16; Deut 8:3; Ps 19:10; 119:103; Rev 10:8-11). 
In the case of Ezekiel and John eating a scroll is even depicted with taste results. Before any ministry can be 
effectively carried out, the Word must be taken in, meditated on and internalized. It must be the diet of 
anyone who is going to serve and live for the Lord. Jesus responds to Satans most blatant attempts to 
destroy His ministry with this quote from Deut 8:3:

As Jesus became flesh and blood He is the Word incarnate and offered up this extreme requirement for any 
who would follow Him:

Our diet is to be the Word of God. The more we take it in and meditate on it the more we love Him and 
therefore live like Him. For both Ezekiel and John the Word of God was sweet in the mouth as God would 
be vindicated through judgement. He is holy and worthy of fear and obedience.

Again we see that the Lord refers to the captives that Ezekiel is to warn as the “house of Israel” which 
would include members from each of the 12 tribes 200 years after the destruction of the northern king-
dom. It is a common occurrence for the messenger of God to be despised yet it is the Lord that is 
ultimately being rejected. Jesus said to not be surprised if the world hates you because it hated me. 

“Then He said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them. For 
you are not being sent to a people of unintelligible speech or difficult language, but to the house of 
Israel, nor to many peoples of unintelligible speech or difficult language, whose words you cannot 
understand. But I have sent you to them who should listen to you; yet the house of Israel will not be 
willing to listen to you, since they are not willing to listen to Me. Surely the whole house of Israel is 
stubborn and obstinate.”

3:4-7

“He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything 
that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.”                                                                              

“So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 
you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up 
on the last day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
abides in Me, and I in him.””                                                                                                          John 56:53-56                                                                             
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Israel should be of all people familiar with the Word of God. In their rebellion they have become as strang-
ers and enemies of His discipline. So why take the Word of God to those who will not listen? 

Despite the resistance he will receive, god has equipped Ezekiel with the power of the Holy Spirit to stand 
firm with the message of God. Ezekiel’s name means “strengthened by God”. God does not give com-
mands to His own that He does not provide the power to accomplish.

As Ezekiel is strengthened and moved to carry out the command of God we are reminded that what he is 
experiencing is very real. Even though he has been brought to a place in the supernatural realm that is not 
knowable or observable within the realm of our limited physics, he saw, felt and heard what he describes. 
As the Lord is moving Ezekiel to action he describes a familiar sound, the sound of a mighty rushing similar 
to what was heard by Jerusalem as the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples of Jesus in Acts 2:2.

Like John whose initial reaction to the judgement of God was a sweet taste as he regarded the glory of God 
being demonstrated, he was ultimately embittered as he realized the devastation that would be experienced 
by his people. In the case of Job’s lament (2:13) he sat for 7 days in ashes. Ezekiel may be reflecting on the 
devastation of Israel in the same way. As a priest he may have also been following the pattern for priests to 
consecrate themselves for 7 days prior to service (Lev 8:33). He caused the people to be stunned and in 
horror at his message.

“Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 
Like emery harder than flint I have made your forehead. Do not be afraid of them or be dismayed 
before them, though they are a rebellious house.”

3:8-9

“Moreover, He said to me, “Son of man, take into your heart all My words which I will speak to you 
and listen closely. Go to the exiles, to the sons of your people, and speak to them and tell them, 
whether they listen or not, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard a great 
rumbling sound behind me, “Blessed be the glory of the LORD in His place.” And I heard the sound of 
the wings of the living beings touching one another and the sound of the wheels beside them, even a 
great rumbling sound.”

3:10-13

“So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away; and I went embittered in the rage of my spirit, and the 
hand of the LORD was strong on me. Then I came to the exiles who lived beside the river Chebar at 
Tel-abib, and I sat there seven days where they were living, causing consternation among them.”

3:14-15

“At the end of seven days the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, I have appointed 
you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from 
Me.”

3:16-17
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The watchman was appointed to sit on the high point of a city wall and keep watch for and warn of 
approaching trouble. God appointed his men to stand as watchmen to His people as He was ready to 
bring chastening to them. This call to watchman is also seen in 2 Sam 18:24-27 and 2Ki 9:17-20.

Habakkuk, Jeremiah and Isaiah had messages that were more national in scope and while Ezekiel does 
have a great deal to do with the nation, he gets down to the level of the individual and individual repen-
tance. Four different types of reactions are given to Ezekiel:

 1 - The perpetual sinner who is not warned
 2 - The sinner who is warned but doesn’t repent
 3 - The sinner who lived righteously, but goes apostate and is not warned
 4 - The righteous who continues to live righteously as the warnings of God are obeyed

It is very important to keep in mind that salvation is not the key focus here. It is national and individual 
blessing that is experienced as a result of obeying God’s law. These are conditions that were rendered under 
the Mosaic Covenant; the law. As the only conditional covenant, it required that Israel both nationally and 
individually obeyed God’s commands and trusted Him in order to reap the blessing that the covenant 
promised.

Under the law, perpetual sinners were to be put to death (Jos 1:16-18). Israel’s leaders had long since 
abandoned this responsibility and so God would have to carry this out through the destruction of Israel, 
Judah and Jerusalem. However that doesn’t exclude the fact that those who die in iniquity without repen-
tance will perish.

For Ezekiel as well as other prophets of God, the responsibility was to be faithful to the call to deliver the 
Word. He would be innocent of whatever the result was. If he failed then he would be robbed of his own 
blessing and reward (see 1Cor 4:1-5). Moses was called to be an ambassador of God and was faithful to 
this calling. Yet just prior to the promised land, he misrepresented the Lord to Israel and was not able to 
reap the earthly blessing of entering the promised land. He didn’t lose salvation, but he was robbed of the 
earthly blessing.

“When I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the 
wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand. Yet if you have warned the wicked and he does not turn from his wickedness 
or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself. Again, when a 
righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I place an obstacle before 
him, he will die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds which he 
has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. However, if you have 
warned the righteous man that the righteous should not sin and he does not sin, he shall surely live 
because he took warning; and you have delivered yourself.”

3:18-21
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Paul had this in mind in Acts 18:6 and 20:25-27. The messenger is only responsible for delivering the Word 
not for the response of the individual. That is up to the Holy Spirit. The loss of life is a possibility even for 
believers who end up in sin that they refuse to repent of. This is the case with Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 
5 and with the sinner who Paul turns out from the Corinthian church in 1Cor 5:5.

Much like the majority of Israelites, the church of Laodicea was a church in name only. Jesus in Revelation 
3:20 is depicted on the outside and His petition was that if any single individual would respond to His call 
He would enter into them and fellowship with them.

Ezekiel spent 7 days lamenting and mourning with the exiles by the river about the devastation that God 
had told him would befall Jerusalem. Since the majority would remain hard-hearted, God now separates 
Ezekiel from the masses and shuts him up in silence. It is the very disobedience and rebellion of the Israel-
ites that “binds” Ezekiel. God shutting his mouth and causing him to be a recluse is symbolic of the Lord’s 
attitude toward a rebellious Israel.

Ezekiel will remain this way for two years until the things which God promised concerning Jerusalems fall 
actually happen. After that happens Ezekiel is loosed from his silence and shut-in status to speak once 
again in the midst of the people. They will know that he is a prophet of God after they see the destruction 
of Jerusalem.

The term “he who hears, let him hear...” shows up in the gospels 7 times (Matt 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mark 
4:9,23; Luke 8:8; 14:35 and in Revelation 2&3 7 times. Jesus said that His sheep will hear His voice as it is 
the Holy Spirit who works in man to both repent and believe.

“The hand of the LORD was on me there, and He said to me, “Get up, go out to the plain, and there I 
will speak to you.” So I got up and went out to the plain; and behold, the glory of the LORD was 
standing there, like the glory which I saw by the river Chebar, and I fell on my face. The Spirit then 
entered me and made me stand on my feet, and He spoke with me and said to me, “Go, shut yourself 
up in your house. As for you, son of man, they will put ropes on you and bind you with them so that you 
cannot go out among them. Moreover, I will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth so that 
you will be mute and cannot be a man who rebukes them, for they are a rebellious house. But when I 
speak to you, I will open your mouth and you will say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ He who 
hears, let him hear; and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”

3:22-27


