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Session 5 - Ezekiel 6&7

The mountains, hills, ravines and valleys speaks to the totality of the judgement. While the land itself didn’t 
commit the sin it is where it is being carried out. Since the people of Israel are arrogant and stiff-necked and 
committed to their idolatry, the Lord tells Ezekiel to speak directly to the pride of Israel. Their pride is based 
on the fact that God had given them the land, yet they used the high places to carry out their idolatry. The 
“high places” were typically where pagan idol worship was carried out in groves. The pagan idol worship 
that the Jews had adopted were all centered on worshipping the“gods” (demons) practices that have their 
root in the Mesopotamian region where the events of Genesis 6 and the tower of Babel took place.

All pagan worship idolized the idea of communing with the gods and their temples were built on the highest 
parts of the city where they believed that through elicit sexual activity in drunken orgies they would achieve 
this “fellowship” being at one with the idol gods they worshipped. This is one of the most detestable activi-
ties that man can engage in because honor and respect is given toward fallen angels and demons, even 
Satan himself who disguise themselves as ministers of light (2Co 11:14). All inter activity with the demonic 
realm is designed to be sensual in order to drawn humanity away from the true and living God and true faith 
which is not sensual (Heb 11:1).

From the very beginning of the promised land being given to Israel the mandate was for all rival pagan 
peoples to be utterly removed and their pagan practices were the reason why; idolatrous influence. Israel 
failed to do this and as a result idolatry became an ever present thread woven into their history up to this 
point where the Lord is making good on His promise that He is a jealous God and will not share His honor 
with so called gods. There are many indictments on Israel and her idolatry (Amos 7; Hos 4; Jer 2; 7; Isa 57; 
etc.).

The world of darkness is no different today. Jesus told the wicked Jews of His day that they were adulterous, 
always seeking a sign and according to New Testament warning, the world will spiral further into demonic 
influence and deception that will prepare the way for the son of perdition and the final world government to 
be established. The drive to “commune” with the supernatural realm is showing up even within the 

“And the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, set your face toward the mountains of 
Israel, and prophesy against them and say, ‘Mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the Lord GOD! 
Thus says the Lord GOD to the mountains, the hills, the ravines and the valleys: “Behold, I Myself am 
going to bring a sword on you, and I will destroy your high places.”

6:1-3

DENOUNCING IDOL WORSHIP

“Against whom do you jest? Against whom do you open wide your mouth  and stick out your tongue? Are you not 
children of rebellion, offspring of deceit, Who inflame yourselves among the oaks, under every luxuriant tree, 
who slaughter the children in the ravines, under the clefts of the crags? Among the smooth stones of the ravine 
Is your portion, they are your lot; even to them you have poured out a drink offering, you have made a grain 
offering. Shall I relent concerning these things? Upon a high and lofty mountain you have made your bed. 
You also went up there to offer sacrifice. Behind the door and the doorpost  You have set up your sign;  Indeed, 
far removed from Me, you have uncovered yourself, and have gone up and made your bed wide. And you have 
made an agreement for yourself with them, you have loved their bed, you have looked on their manhood.” 
Isa 57:4-8 (NASB)
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world of science in fields of research know as transhumanism and G.R.I.N. There is no shortage of interest 
in fortune tellers, those who claim to be communicating with the dead or spirit guides. All such activity is 
strictly forbidden in scripture.

The Lord had commanded Israel to destroy not only the inhabitants of the land they entered, but also the 
high places that they had erected there (Num 33:52). Prior to the temple in Jerusalem the Jews were only 
supposed to worship at the tabernacle in Shiloh (Deut 12:2-14; 1Sam 1:3) and after the destruction of 
Shiloh the alter and tabernacle was relocated at Gibeon ( 2Chron1 :1-3). The alter, tabernacle and temple 
were all designed to be replicas of heaven and to be a part of the story of mans redemption through Jesus 
Christ. Some specific examples of kings who ordered these false altars destroyed were Hezekiah (2Ki 18) 
and Josiah (2Ki 28:8-9). Manasseh was one of the wicked kings who actually had them rebuilt (2Ki 21: 
1-6).

Interestingly enough the idea of a dead body being defiling (Num 9:6-10; 2Ki 23:16) to step over or handle 
improperly was still observed. In a twist God would defile their abominable altars with the dead bodies of 
those He would kill in order to judge their practice.

Again we see the reference to the remnant. While the nation as a whole was a harlot, there remained within 
a faithful few that the Lord always preserves for His greater purposes (Isa 20:20-22; Jer 43:5; Zeph 2:7; 
Zech 10:9; 12:2-3, 9-10; Rom 9:6-13; 11:5-25). There is also this look at the greater diaspora with the 
mention of “the nations” whereas Ezekiel is amongst those exiles in Babylon, not the nations. 

“So your altars will become desolate and your incense altars will be smashed; and I will make your slain 
fall in front of your idols. I will also lay the dead bodies of the sons of Israel in front of their idols; and I 
will scatter your bones around your altars. I will also lay the dead bodies of the sons of Israel in front of 
their idols; and I will scatter your bones around your altars. In all your dwellings, cities will become 
waste and the high places will be desolate, that your altars may become waste and desolate, your idols 
may be broken and brought to an end, your incense altars may be cut down, and your works may be 
blotted out. The slain will fall among you, and you will know that I am the LORD.”

6:4-7

“However, I will leave a remnant, for you will have those who escaped the sword among the nations 
when you are scattered among the countries. Then those of you who escape will remember Me among 
the nations to which they will be carried captive, how I have been hurt by their adulterous hearts which 
turned away from Me, and by their eyes which played the harlot after their idols; and they will loathe 
themselves in their own sight for the evils which they have committed, for all their abominations.”

6:8-9
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Unlike the sinful jealousy of man, God’s jealousy deals with truth. No being posing as a god has any 
concern for the well being of man, nor did any of those beings create man. Only God created man and has 
genuine care for the well being of man. While He is patient and gracious with all, He is holy and in control 
over every particle in creation. What He does in judgement is for a purpose, not for some idol satisfaction 
and it is always designed to direct mans attention toward the one and only God.

This judgement will be carried out to all of the unfaithful Jews no matter where they are at; weather in 
Jerusalem or the whole land intended for Israel. This is indicated by those who are “far off” meaning not 
residing in Jerusalem. While the actual seige of Jerusalem will bring the slaughter of many, the plague will 
reach those Jews far away from Jerusalem.

While Judah’s fall is the epicenter, “the four corners of the land” implies all of Israel. The end is speaking of 
the patience that God has extended to Israel through all of the years of idolatry from the split of the king-
dom till this point. While there is no end to the unconditional covenants of God, there is a point at which 
they can offend God to the point of completely cutting off the blessing that applies to their fulfillment of 
the law covenant (see Deuteronomy). The phrase “My eye will have no pity” speaks to the omniscience of 
God who at this point leaves no sin uncovered. Similar sounding eschatological passages for Israel would 
include Joel 1:15; Mal 4:1; Dan 12:1.  Micah (3:12) predicted the fall of Jerusalem 100 years before this 
point and now it was about to come to pass. 

“Then they will know that I am the LORD; I have not said in vain that I would inflict this disaster on 
them. Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Clap your hand, stamp your foot and say, “Alas, because of all the 
evil abominations of the house of Israel, which will fall by sword, famine and plague!”

6:10-11

“He who is far off will die by the plague, and he who is near will fall by the sword, and he who remains 
and is besieged will die by the famine. Thus will I spend My wrath on them. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD, when their slain are among their idols around their altars, on every high hill, on all the 
tops of the mountains, under every green tree and under every leafy oak—the places where they 
offered soothing aroma to all their idols. So throughout all their habitations I will stretch out My hand 
against them and make the land more desolate and waste than the wilderness toward Diblah; thus they 
will know that I am the LORD.”

6:12-14

“Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying, “And you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD 
to the land of Israel, ‘An end! The end is coming on the four corners of the land. Now the end is upon 
you, and I will send My anger against you; I will judge you according to your ways and bring all your 
abominations upon you. For My eye will have no pity on you, nor will I spare you, but I will bring your 
ways upon you, and your abominations will be among you; then you will know that I am the LORD!’”

7: 1-4

FOUR ORACLES OF DOOM
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What is meant by “an end”? Let’s consider what Jesus said publicly those admiring the temple. As they 
admired its adornment, He talked about its destruction. When asked about when these things would 
happen His answer included this:

Jerusalem has never been under total sovereign Israeli control from Nebuchadnezzar through the time that 
Jesus spoke these words and even now as they are recognized as a sovereign state, Jerusalem has a mixed 
government with Gentile influence and the temple mount remains under Islamic control. During the time 
of the Kingdom, Jerusalem and all of the intended borders for Israel will be free from Gentile control or 
influence.

The term “the day is near” had two implications for Israel. Of course the popular understanding was 
victory for Israel over her foes in light of their deliverer (Isa 9:3; Hos 2:2; and many Psalms). But this term 
was also used to express the judgement of God on Israel for her idolatry (Amos 5:18; Isa 2:12; 13:9; Jer 
30:7; Ezek 7:19; 13:5; 36:33; Mal 4:1). Despite the hand of the Babylonian army, the Jews would 
ultimately know that it is God who is striking them.

The “rod” is most likely referring to Nebuchadnezzar as the instrument of judgement God brought upon 
His people. The Assyrians were called the rod of His anger (Isa 10:5) and the Medes were called His war 
club against Babylon (Jer 51:20). The budding indicates that there will be no delay.

“Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘A disaster, unique disaster, behold it is coming! An end is coming; the end 
has come! It has awakened against you; behold, it has come! Your doom has come to you, O inhabitant 
of the land. The time has come, the day is near—tumult rather than joyful shouting on the mountains. 
Now I will shortly pour out My wrath on you and spend My anger against you; judge you according to 
your ways and bring on you all your abominations. My eye will show no pity nor will I spare. I will repay 
you according to your ways, while your abominations are in your midst; then you will know that I, the 
LORD, do the smiting.”

7:5-9

“Behold, the day! Behold, it is coming! Your doom has gone forth; the rod has budded, arrogance has 
blossomed. Violence has grown into a rod of wickedness. None of them shall remain, none of their 
people, none of their wealth, nor anything eminent among them.”

7:10-11

“Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great 
distress upon the land and wrath to this people; and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 
captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.”                                                                                                    Luke 21: 23,24
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The buying and selling here has mainly land in mind. Land transactions in Israel were more like leases. The 
owner of family property could sell land if in financial distress, but every 50 years there was the Jubilee year 
were all land reverted to the original owners (Lev 25:10, 13-17).   Like all feast days, the Year of Jubilee is 
prophetic. Peter speaks of the “restitution of all things” associated with the return and reign of Christ (Acts 
3:19-22) which is a direct reference to the Jubilee year.  But the Lord says here that the seller would not 
regain what he has sold and that is because of the total devastation that Jerusalem would face.

Despite the false prophets messages of encouragement to rise up against Babylon, no war would take 
place, only a slaughter. For those who actually survive all will be reduced to the deepest sorrow and shame. 
The silver and gold they had, weather in their great wealth or in the form of the idols they worshipped, no 
comfort or provision would be found by them.

“The time has come, the day has arrived. Let not the buyer rejoice nor the seller mourn; for wrath is 
against all their multitude.‘Indeed, the seller will not regain what he sold as long as they both live; for 
the vision regarding all their multitude will not be averted, nor will any of them maintain his life by his 
iniquity.”

7:12-13

“They have blown the trumpet and made everything ready, but no one is going to the battle, for My 
wrath is against all their multitude. The sword is outside and the plague and the famine are within. He 
who is in the field will die by the sword; famine and the plague will also consume those in the city. Even 
when their survivors escape, they will be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourn-
ing, each over his own iniquity. All hands will hang limp and all knees will become like water. They will 
gird themselves with sackcloth and shuddering will overwhelm them; and shame will be on all faces and 
baldness on all their heads. They will fling their silver into the streets and their gold will become an 
abhorrent thing; their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the 
LORD. They cannot satisfy their appetite nor can they fill their stomachs, for their iniquity has become 
an occasion of stumbling.”

7:14-19

“They transformed the beauty of His ornaments into pride, and they made the images of their abomi-
nations and their detestable things with it; therefore I will make it an abhorrent thing to them. I will 
give it into the hands of the foreigners as plunder and to the wicked of the earth as spoil, and they will 
profane it. ‘I will also turn My face from them, and they will profane My secret place; then robbers will 
enter and profane it. Make the chain, for the land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of violence. 
Therefore, I will bring the worst of the nations, and they will possess their houses. I will also make the 
pride of the strong ones cease, and their holy places will be profaned.”

7:20-24

THE JEWS HAD PROFANED THE TEMPLE
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The Lord had provided Israel with great wealth. He gave His people the means by which to fashion the 
many beautiful and meaningful artifacts of the temple for the use of observing all of the Levitical require-
ments God had given to them. The temple, its decor and the artifacts were symbols of God’s intimate 
fellowship with His people. But as the generation in the wilderness did, they had used the precious 
resources to begin to fashion the idols that they used to participate in their wicked idol worship. They 
would learn to hate what they had defiantly grown to love.

God would “hide His face” as He withdrew His Spirit from the holy of holies and allowed the invading 
Babylonians to desecrate and destroy it. This was also true of the temple in 168 BC, when the ruler of the 
Syrian kingdom, Antiochus Epiphanes IV, marched into Jerusalem, vandalized the Temple, erected an idol 
on the altar, and desecrated its holiness with the blood of swine. The second temple was then completely 
destroyed in 70 A.D. by the Romans. Until 1917, the land was under Islamic rule for more than 1200 years.

As they faced slaughter and captivity and the dispossession of their property, the irony would be that it 
would be at the hands of people whose gods were of the same satanic source. They would not find com-
fort or deliverance through the false gods that they had given themselves over to.

The false prophets always claim “peace, peace!” (Jer 6:14; 8:11), but there is no peace outside of abiding 
in the Lord. The same cry will go forth by the false prophets of the world in the tribulation period when 
they will claim the same peace and safety (1Thes 5:3) but there will be sudden destruction. As the Jews are 
being devastated they will seek for a word from God through a prophet, but the silence of God will be felt 
through the judgement cast upon them.

In western culture today the Word is available in so many forms weather it be in printed form or through 
electronic means and yet there is a great ignorance of the Word growing as it has become shelved to give 
way to idolatrous and sensual practices. While the cry of the Lord through his Word and faithful ones 
remains the same in warning, the majority of mankind is like the majority of the Jews leading up to their 
destruction. For those who are cast into an eternal judgement, separated from the Lord, their experience 
will be the same deafening silence as darkness, deep distress and anguish will be the only company that is 
with them.

“When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there will be none. Disaster will come upon disaster 
and rumor will be added to rumor; then they will seek a vision from a prophet, but the law will be lost 
from the priest and counsel from the elders. The king will mourn, the prince will be clothed with horror, 
and the hands of the people of the land will tremble. According to their conduct I will deal with them, 
and by their judgments I will judge them. And they will know that I am the LORD.”

7:25-27
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