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Session 6 - Ezekiel 8&9

The year was 592 B.C. in August/September. It had been a year and two months after the first vision hat 
Ezekiel had received. What Ezekiel received in this vision is covered through chapter 11. The Lord placed 
Ezekiel into a spiritual plane while he was sitting amongst the elders. So it would seem that he was not 
actually taken bodily to receive this vision but rather the Lord gave him the vision. This is further confirmed 
by the statement “in the visions of God”. God wanted Ezekiel to see what He saw as He saw it.

Just like the appearance of the Man on the throne of God in chapter 1, Ezekiel sees the judgement of God in 
the glowing metal. While evil men try to conceal their wickedness, the Lord knows everything. Through the 
smelting process metals are brought to a molted state which separates all of the impurities out of the metal 
as they rise to the top of the molten metal; impurities which do not appear under casual observance. When 
God is referred to as a man it is a direct reference to the son who is the physical manifestation of God. It is 
the Word who called all things into existence and He who became flesh (John 1). It is also He with Whom all 
men will enter into judgement:

This is one of the common features that describe Jesus Christ as seen by John in the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ.

Again we see that the “hand” was a form and Ezekiel is lifted up by the Holy Spirit and brought to the 
visions of God. While there are various views on Ezekiels state here, the language he uses seems to describe 
more of a spiritual and not physical event. Either way the reality is just the same. If Ezekiel sees what God 
sees its even more real than our human perceptions. These idols reflected Israel’s deep commitment to these 
pagan gods. They were deeply committed to the demon forces behind them. What makes it worse is the 
location of this idol and the others we are about to see; in the house of the Lord. 

“It came about in the sixth year, on the fifth day of the sixth month, as I was sitting in my house with 
the elders of Judah sitting before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell on me there.”

8:1

“Then I looked, and behold, a likeness as the appearance of a man; from His loins and downward there 
was the appearance of fire, and from His loins and upward the appearance of brightness, like the 
appearance of glowing metal.”

8:2

“He stretched out the form of a hand and caught me by a lock of my head; and the Spirit lifted me up 
between earth and heaven and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the 
north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the idol of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy, was 
located. And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, like the appearance which I saw in the 
plain.”

8:3-4

THE ABOMINATIONS IN JERUSALEM

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do.” Heb 4:13(NASB)
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The temple was at that time the symbol and location of the fellowship of God with His people. It was 
intended to cause them to reflect on their sin and recognize the holiness of God. It was also intended to 
reflect His provision in atonement which would allow His people to be close to Him and remain in His favor. 
God makes it clear that intended sin especially committed in such a flagrant way, would cause the cutting 
off of any sanctuary with Him. Yet the arrogance of those who claim to have favor in God’s sight while 
outright disobeying the Word of God is just as much an outrage as the very idolatry that they are engaged 
in.

For the believer today our body is the temple of the Lord as we are in dwelt by the Holy Spirit (1Co 6:19). Yet 
just because the arrangement is different, doesn’t mean that the principle for fellowship is not the same. The 
individual believer can quench the Spirit (1Th 5:19) because of deliberate sin. Yet so often believers dabble 
in sin and outright licentiousness because they have bought into the pervasiveness of pop culture. Marriage 
is one such area where modern Christianity has outright trampled the Word of God. While no true believer 
can lose salvation, the casual attitude toward the holiness of God will most certainly bring about loss of 
reward in the accounting believers will face before Christ (2Co 5:10).

“Then He said to me, “Son of man, raise your eyes now toward the north.” So I raised my eyes toward 
the north, and behold, to the north of the altar gate was this idol of jealousy at the entrance. And He 
said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the great abominations which the house of 
Israel are committing here, so that I would be far from My sanctuary? But yet you will see still greater 
abominations.””

8:5-6
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In the inner court at the north end the priests had their personal chambers. The contents of these chambers 
were concealed from the public, yet not from God. These leaders were not the Sanhedrin which was formed 
after the return from Babylon, yet they were formed after the pattern of Exodus (24:9,10) and Numbers 
(11:16). They were established to guard against idolatry and yet in secret they were deeply sold out to cultic 
practice, given over to the worship of the created thing rather than the Creator. According to Paul writing to 
the Romans, this is common to all men who reject the true and living God (Rom 1). Israel was delivered 
form the grip of the Egyptians who worshipped and served the same invented gods whom the Lord mocked 
in the plagues He judged Egypt with.

Today man in all of his sophistication is no different. While modernity has brought to mankind a smug 
assurance of the false notion that there is no God of the Bible he ends up in the same place worshipping 
himself and the created things rather than the one who holds all things together, including their atomic 
structure. 

“Then He brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I looked, behold, a hole in the wall. He 
said to me, “Son of man, now dig through the wall.” So I dug through the wall, and behold, an 
entrance. And He said to me, “Go in and see the wicked abominations that they are committing here.” 
So I entered and looked, and behold, every form of creeping things and beasts and detestable things, 
with all the idols of the house of Israel, were carved on the wall all around. Standing in front of them 
were seventy elders of the house of Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan standing among them, 
each man with his censer in his hand and the fragrance of the cloud of incense rising. Then He said to 
me, “Son of man, do you see what the elders of the house of Israel are committing in the dark, each 
man in the room of his carved images? For they say, ‘The LORD does not see us; the LORD has 
forsaken the land.’ And He said to me, “Yet you will see still greater abominations which they are 
committing.”

8:7-13

“Then He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the LORD’S house which was toward the north; 
and behold, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz. He said to me, “Do you see this, son of 
man? Yet you will see still greater abominations than these.”

8:14-15

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it 
evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even 
though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their specula-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of 
the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures.Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 
would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.” Rom 1:18-25 (NASB)
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Tammuz was an ancient Mesopotamian god that was an invention of Satan designed to mock the promise 
of God given to Eve in the garden (Gen 3:15). Nimrod was the first prototype of the false christ to be seen 
on the worlds stage. As he caused humanity to unify in one cause to defy the Lord and pursue false worship 
a legend was birthed. Tammuz was supposedly conceived in the wife of Nimrod, Semiramis, by a sunbeam 
and reportedly died on the winter solstice and descended down to the underworld only to be resurrected.

Tammuz corresponds to the Egyptian Osiris, the Canaanite Baal and Syrian Adonis. Part of the weeping for 
Tammuz involved the worship of nature and included perverse sexual acts as well as child sacrifice.

These 25 men were specifically part of the priesthood. David had established (1Chron 24:5) and their 
posture demonstrates their total departure from the love of the God of Israel as they faced and worshipped 
the sun. This was the apex of their insult toward God as priests who strictly forbid the worship of the sun 
(Duet 4:19; 2Ki 23:5,11; Job 31:26; Jer 44:17)

God sees their idolatrous acts as thumbing their nose at Him. He is provoked and is going to act in wrath on 
their sin (Gal 6:7). Will He ignore the abominations in our land today?

These executioners are angels who are always depicted in the Bible as taking on the form of men when it 
comes to carrying out the tasks of the Lord in interacting with men within the earthly realm (Ge 18:1; Da 
9:20-23). The fine linen of the one angel indicates rank (Da 10:5; 12:6) and could very well have been the 
Angel of the Lord, the pre-incarnate Christ. The bronze altar was meant to be a symbol of the forgiveness of 
God toward those who with a contrite spirit offered up sacrifices toward Him. The angels stand next to the

“Then He brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S house. And behold, at the entrance to the 
temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their backs to 
the temple of the LORD and their faces toward the east; and they were prostrating themselves 
eastward toward the sun.”

8:16

“He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Is it too light a thing for the house of Judah to commit 
the abominations which they have committed here, that they have filled the land with violence and 
provoked Me repeatedly? For behold, they are putting the twig to their nose. Therefore, I indeed will 
deal in wrath. My eye will have no pity nor will I spare; and though they cry in My ears with a loud 
voice, yet I will not listen to them.”

8:17-18

“Then He cried out in my hearing with a loud voice saying, “Draw near, O executioners of the city, each 
with his destroying weapon in his hand.” Behold, six men came from the direction of the upper gate 
which faces north, each with his shattering weapon in his hand; and among them was a certain man 
clothed in linen with a writing case at his loins. And they went in and stood beside the bronze altar.”

9:1-2

VISION OF SLAUGHTER
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icon of forgiveness and stand guard as the glory of the Lord prepares for departure from the midst of the 
temple and Israel.

Before the city is judged by destruction God removes His glory which is depicted in stages, the reverse of 
which was mans path to closeness with the Lord. His glory lifts off of the mercy seat which covered the law 
within the ark of the covenant. This seat was guarded on both sides by cherubs with their wings stretched 
out. It was located in the most holy place, a place that was the symbolic presence of God that only the high 
priest once per year could enter in to present the atoning sacrifice for God’s people and only if he had made 
proper preparation.

The same glory of God that went before Israel to give her victory over her foes would now be escorted (from 
here through chapter 11) back to heaven leaving upon Israel the same destruction it had formerly brought 
upon her foes.

Prior to the carrying out of this judgement, the Angel of the Lord is 
assigned the responsibility to place a mark of preservation on the 
chosen of God whose hearts are in anguish over the condition of 
Gods people. Just like the marking of the doorposts with blood in 
Exodus 12:7 that guarded those within from the angel of death, this 
mark identified the contrite in heart who are God’s true people. This 
scene of marking that indicated God’s elect for preservation is similar 
to the scene depicted in Revelation 7:3 and 9:4 and also in Malachi 
3:16-18. The same principle of protection is seen in the case of Noah 
and his family prior to the flood and for Lot and his family prior to 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

While men, women and children were slaughtered here, most likely those men who were marked for preser-
vation included their “household” as was the case in Egypt (see also 1 Cor 7:14) otherwise there would have 
been no way for the remnant to be preserved. Additionally one must understand that while there were many 

“Then the glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub on which it had been, to the threshold of 
the temple. And He called to the man clothed in linen at whose loins was the writing case.”

9:3

“The LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and 
put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being 
committed in its midst.”  But to the others He said in my hearing, “Go through the city after him and 
strike; do not let your eye have pity and do not spare. Utterly slay old men, young men, maidens, little 
children, and women, but do not touch any man on whom is the mark; and you shall start from My 
sanctuary.” So they started with the elders who were before the temple. And He said to them, “Defile 
the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!” Thus they went out and struck down the people 
in the city.”

9:4-7

“MARK”
In the earliest form of Hebrew prior to 
the Babylonian captivity this word mark 
was the last letter 
of the Hebrew 
alphabet (tav) 
and written out its 
character looks 
like a cross.
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children slaughtered here, God is the one who judges in eternity and there is much biblical support for an 
age of accountability prior to which the Lord will not judge a child in sin due to the lack of understanding 
(see 2 Sam 12:23). The critic of God may claim that a loving God could not possibly commit such acts 
against humanity, yet the very same people would defend the so called right of a woman to slay the life
within her womb; which is worse? God has the power to take a physical life, yet preserve it in eternity yet no 
man has this power when he takes a life. The wicked of Israel more than likely were blaspheming God while 
they were being judged watching their women and children die, yet had no inkling of shame while sacrificing 
their children on their altars to the false gods. Notice where the judgement begins... in the sanctuary!

The actual slaughter will be carried out by the Babylonians, but is depicted here as having the force of the 
angels that God has sent behind them as in the judgements carried out in Revelation on all of the earth (see 
Rev 14:14-20; 15-16; 18:1-6). Ezekiel is so overwhelmed by the picture of the slaughter that in despair he 
forgets what God had initially done to preserve the remnant, yet he is reminded by the Angel of the Lord 
who had the writing case that the task of marking and preserving the remnant had be carried out.

The elect angels (those who did not participate in the rebellion against God) always act in perfect accord 
with the commands of God. The pre-incarnate Christ is seen as working in perfect conformity with the will 
of God just as He did as a man on the earth when he became a man. While God is seen as three distinct 
persons in one God, there is perfect unity as the will of God is carried out. Neither the Father, Son or Holy 
Spirit act independent of the singular will of God.

“As they were striking the people and I alone was left, I fell on my face and cried out saying, “Alas, 
Lord GOD! Are You destroying the whole remnant of Israel by pouring out Your wrath on Jerusalem?” 
Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is 
filled with blood and the city is full of perversion; for they say, ‘The LORD has forsaken the land, and 
the LORD does not see!’ But as for Me, My eye will have no pity nor will I spare, but I will bring their 
conduct upon their heads. Then behold, the man clothed in linen at whose loins was the writing case 
reported, saying, “I have done just as You have commanded me.”

9:8-11


