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As Ezekiel receives the continuing vision of the glory of God as it is physically present in Israel and being 
withdrawn we see the identical characteristics to how His glory appears in heaven according to the vision 
that Ezekiel received by the river Chebar in chapter 1. This is one of the distinguishing characteristics of the 
nation of Israel from all other nations; the visible presence of the glory of God. While the church has the very 
real indwelling of the Holy Spirit, national Israel is unique to have had the visible glory of God in their midst 
up to this point.

After the departure of the glory of God from Israel just prior to the Babylonian siege, there will be no more 
such presence prior to the ministry of Christ. It is during His ministry that Peter, James and John are shown 
this same glory when Jesus is transfigured before their eyes (Matt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-13; Lk 9:28-36; 2Pe 
1:17,18). This was to show them the future; that is when Jesus will be revealed from heaven when He will 
fulfill the kingdom promises to Israel that will affect the whole earth as He will be established as the King of 
the nations who reigns from Jerusalem.

As discussed in the previous chapter this “marking angel” is clothed in fine linen and could very well be 
Christ in His pre-incarnate appearance. He is a man and yet has been given the authority by the Father to 
carry out judgement on Israel, just as He will the nations in His future return to the earth. “Coals” represent 
purification and judgement.

This is the “Shekinah” glory of God; His holy presence. The glory of God had been with Israel to lead them 
out of Egypt as a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day (Ex 40:34-35; 1Ki 8:10-11). God remained visibly 
present with Israel in their tabernacle through the wilderness years and then had come to this fixed place of 
residing in the holy of holies in the temple.

“Then I looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim something like a 
sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared above them. And He spoke to the man 
clothed in linen and said, “Enter between the whirling wheels under the cherubim and fill your hands 
with coals of fire from between the cherubim and scatter them over the city.” And he entered in my 
sight.”

10:1-2

“Now the cherubim were standing on the right side of the temple when the man entered, and the cloud 
filled the inner court. Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the 
temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud and the court was filled with the brightness of the 
glory of the LORD. Moreover, the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer 
court, like the voice of God Almighty when He speaks.”

10:3-5

“It came about when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire from between the 
whirling wheels, from between the cherubim,” he entered and stood beside a wheel.”

10:6

GODS GLORY DEPARTS FROM THE TEMPLE
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As in His first vision in heaven, Ezekiel sees the same  cherubim who move in perfect unison with God’s will. 
The wheels as they spin show the intimate level in which God is in control of the affairs of men and here 
particularly with His people. Their movement demonstrates that God is immutable; “without turning”.

Regardless of how much the present world seems to be spiraling out of control, believers must always 
remember that God is in perfect control and even warned His church of the events in human history that 
would point to the day of the Lord.

As we look again at these living beings surrounding the glory of Gods throne, we are reminded of the glory of 
the gospel of Christ. The gospel is central to all of scripture and the revelation of the glory of God. While 
sinful man is reduced to ashes in the presence of His holiness, it is the very work of Jesus that can present 
sinners as pure before the throne of God.

As Ezekiel observed the departing of the glory of God as it first lifted off of the mercy seat and went to the 
threshold of the temple (9:3), mounted His chariot supported by the living beings and hovered over the east 
gate here. In 11:23 He will pause one more time over the Mt. of Olives before leaving Israel completely. In a 
later vision Ezekiel will see the glory of the Lord return through the same eastern gate (43:1-4).

“Then the cherub stretched out his hand from between the cherubim to the fire which was between the 
cherubim, took some and put it into the hands of the one clothed in linen, who took it and went out. 
The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man’s hand under their wings. Then I looked, and behold, 
four wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel beside each cherub; and the appearance of the wheels was 
like the gleam of a Tarshish stone. As for their appearance, all four of them had the same likeness, as if 
one wheel were within another wheel. When they moved, they went in any of their four directions 
without turning as they went; but they followed in the direction which they faced, without turning as 
they went.”

10:7-11

“Their whole body, their backs, their hands, their wings and the wheels were full of eyes all around, the 
wheels belonging to all four of them. The wheels were called in my hearing, the whirling wheels. And 
each one had four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the second face was the face of a man, 
the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. Then the cherubim rose up. They are the 
living beings that I saw by the river Chebar. Now when the cherubim moved, the wheels would go beside 
them; also when the cherubim lifted up their wings to rise from the ground, the wheels would not turn 
from beside them. When the cherubim stood still, the wheels would stand still; and when they rose up, 
the wheels would rise with them, for the spirit of the living beings was in them. Then the glory of the 
LORD departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim. When the cherubim 
departed, they lifted their wings and rose up from the earth in my sight with the wheels beside them; 
and they stood still at the entrance of the east gate of the LORD’S house, and the glory of the God of 
Israel hovered over them.”

10:12-19
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Chapter 11 is the final chapter that profiles the departing glory of the Lord and contains messages for two 
segments of Israel. Verses 1-15 pronounces judgement on the wicked who were in Jerusalem and verses 
16-21 will speak of restoration to those who are exiles in Babylon.

In 8:16 Ezekiel saw the 25 men inside the temple who were the priesthood. But these twenty five men are at 
the entrance gate to the city indicating eldership. They “devise iniquity” leading the people with evil advice. 
These men could very well have been the false prophets who were advising the Kings and the people to rise 
in rebellion and not receive the chastening hand of God under the Babylonians. They are called “princes of 
the people” because they told them what they wanted to hear not what they needed to hear. The focus was 
on mans feelings rather than his rebuke.

They had influenced Zedekiah to go back on his oath that he sworn to Nebuchadnezzar before the Lord that 
he would lead the people in a peaceful submission to Babylon in exchange for peace. These “princes” were a 
party of wickedness and violence. It is their council that brought about the destruction of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah had been speaking for the Lord to warn the Israelites to live in submission; that this was God’s 
discipline and that they were to endure it as He promised to preserve them (Jer 27:9-17). But the council 
here is quite clearly a mockery of that advice. The idea was that the time of judgement is not near just as the 
scoffers that Peter speaks of concerning the day of the Lord.

They were rallying the people to be at peace because Babylon would not be able to win against them. Who 
would ever seek to touch a boiling pot to grab the flesh inside was basically the analogy. An iron pot is also 
not harmed by the fire raging underneath it. They viewed Jerusalem as a hot iron pot to their enemies and 
that they would prevail because, after all, they are God’s people. 

“These are the living beings that I saw beneath the God of Israel by the river Chebar; so I knew that 
they were cherubim. Each one had four faces and each one four wings, and beneath their wings was the 
form of human hands. As for the likeness of their faces, they were the same faces whose appearance I 
had seen by the river Chebar. Each one went straight ahead.”

10:20-22

“Moreover, the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the LORD’S house which faced 
eastward. And behold, there were twenty-five men at the entrance of the gate, and among them I saw 
Jaazaniah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders of the people. He said to me, “Son of 
man, these are the men who devise iniquity and give evil advice in this city,”

11:1-2

“Who say, ‘The time is not near to build houses. This city is the pot and we are the flesh.’” “Therefore, 
prophesy against them, son of man, prophesy!”

11:3-4

EVIL RULERS TO BE JUDGED
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So the Lord speaks against Israel with mockery as they have mocked His prophets. What they view as an 
analogy of safety, He proclaims is true in irony. Their advice has left many slain in the streets of Jerusalem so 
it is indeed a pot, but not of safety. Then the very death that the leaders have feared and yet falsely feel safe 
from will come upon them outside of the perceived protection of the city. No city, not even Jerusalem will be 
enough to protect them from what God has determined against them. This was literally fulfilled when the 
captives of the third siege that destroyed Jerusalem were brought to Riblah in Syria and slaughtered (2 Ki 
25:18-21; Jer 52:8-11, 24-27).

As Ezekiel was speaking he saw Pelatiah die. This probably happened in real time as he saw it indicating the 
reality of all that God had promised to carry out. This caused Ezekiel to once again reflect on God’s prom-
ises to His people and wonder how any could survive God’s wrath.

Notice as the Lord reminds Ezekiel of the promise of restoration, it is to those who are already in exile, not to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. For the faithful remnant in exile who truly loved and served the Lord, He 
remained their sanctuary for the duration of their captivity. Notice again that the Lord includes all times of 
exile here by the use of the plural “countries”. So the Babylonian captivity is not the only one in mind.

“Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, ‘Thus says the LORD, “So you 
think, house of Israel, for I know your thoughts. You have multiplied your slain in this city, filling its 
streets with them. ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Your slain whom you have laid in the midst of 
the city are the flesh and this city is the pot; but I will bring you out of it. You have feared a sword; so I 
will bring a sword upon you,” the Lord GOD declares. And I will bring you out of the midst of the city 
and deliver you into the hands of strangers and execute judgments against you. You will fall by the 
sword. I will judge you to the border of Israel; so you shall know that I am the LORD. This city will not 
be a pot for you, nor will you be flesh in the midst of it, but I will judge you to the border of Israel. Thus 
you will know that I am the LORD; for you have not walked in My statutes nor have you executed My 
ordinances, but have acted according to the ordinances of the nations around you.””

11:5-12

“Now it came about as I prophesied, that Pelatiah son of Benaiah died. Then I fell on my face and cried 
out with a loud voice and said, “Alas, Lord GOD! Will You bring the remnant of Israel to a complete 
end?””

11:13

“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, your brothers, your relatives, your 
fellow exiles and the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
have said, ‘Go far from the LORD; this land has been given us as a possession.’ “Therefore say, ‘Thus 
says the Lord GOD, “Though I had removed them far away among the nations and though I had 
scattered them among the countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries where 
they had gone.”’”

11:14-16
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This portion of the text clearly has the New Covenant in mind as Jeremiah had prophesied:

The author of Hebrews compels those Hebrews who are willing to listen that Jesus is the One who mediated 
this New Covenant in His blood and that all who come in His name can enter, with confidence, the presence 
of God trusting that in the New Covenant, believing hearts are made clean (Heb 8). The effects of the New 
Covenant are already being realized by those within the body of Christ as the author of Hebrews so clearly 
points out, and so for Jews who are a part of that body, the New Covenant is already a spiritual reality.

But in terms of national Israel, God connects the “giving of the Land of Israel to Israel” with the New Cov-
enant in what He says to Ezekiel when He changes their hearts.  So the New Covenant has yet to be applied 
in its full extent to the nation as we see that in Jeremiah’s text and Ezekiel’s the New Covenant will include 
the following for what Paul says is “all of Israel” (Rom 11: 26,27).

 1) They (Israel) will have one heart.
 2) They will have a new spirit within them.
 3) They will be believers in Jesus who is Christ.
 4) They will be obedient not for piety but for a true love and relationship with their God.
 5) They will ALL know the Lord without the need to be witnessed to.
 6) They will no longer be under any kind of judgement for all their iniquity.

The above characteristics are not true yet of “the house of Judah” or “the house of Israel”. Israel is still living 
in effect under the Mosaic law due to their rejection of Jesus and will be further judged in “the time of Jacobs 
trouble”. It will be the great Tribulation that will bring the surviving remnant to it’s knees causing them to 
call upon Jesus to deliver them from the false Christ. It is through the church that the remnant of Israel is 

““Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out 
of the countries among which you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. When they 
come there, they will remove all its detestable things and all its abominations from it. And I will give 
them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their flesh 
and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do 
them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.”’

11:17-20

REFLECTIONS OF THE NEW COVENANT AND RESTORATION

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” 
declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 
‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the 
LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” Jer 31: 31-34 (NASB)
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being preserved according to Paul and it will eventually lead to national Israel’s future salvation:

Paul then connects the full reality of the promises of the New Covenant for national Israel to their restora-
tion at the return of Christ. This is precisely what God is telling Ezekiel here in chapter 11.

God judges the conduct of those who take His name. Think of the churches today who are apostate. The 
focus is on man’s feelings and prosperity while remaining silent about sin and the need for repentance. The 
idea of holiness is looked down upon as legalistic and outdated. Yet faithful members of the body of Christ 
must not fail to be sober minded and be aware of God’s chastening. We must continue to stand for the 
truth of the God’s Word and live in accordance with it as salt and light to the world. If our land is marked 
for judgement we must remember that God always has His faithful and will preserve His own...Trust and 
Obey!

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own 
estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  and 
so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written,

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” “This is My covenant with them,
When I take away their sins.”

From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they 
are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you once 
were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, so these also now have 
been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. For God has shut 
up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.”

Rom 11:25-32 (NASB)

“But as for those whose hearts go after their detestable things and abominations, I will bring their 
conduct down on their heads,” declares the Lord GOD. Then the cherubim lifted up their wings with 
the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel hovered over them. The glory of the LORD 
went up from the midst of the city and stood over the mountain which is east of the city. And the Spirit 
lifted me up and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God to the exiles in Chaldea. So the vision that I 
had seen left me. Then I told the exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.”

11:21-25

GODS GLORY DEPARTS FROM ISRAEL
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