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“Then the word of the Lord came to me” – Outside of the direct visions, Ezekiel also hears directly from the 
Lord the prophetic things which he is given to communicate to God’s people. It is important to note that 
God’s standard for authentication is absolute perfection in the fulfillment of things spoken; stoning was the 
punishment for those who claimed to be a prophet from God. We will see that God directly judges the false 
prophets of Ezekiel's time. Today we have the complete Word of God on the pages of scripture (1Pe 1:19; 
Heb 1:1,2) and so for those who claim to hear directly from God; especially when it involves prophetic or 
written things, we need to be aware, because we have the full volume of scripture already given.

All of the messages God had given to Ezekiel to deliver to the Israelites were given during the 11 year interval 
between the second and final siege on Jerusalem. Like those in Jerusalem, the exiles in Babylon that Ezekiel 
has been warning are still in rebellion with their unbelief. They still were trusting in false prophets who had 
them convinced of a soon return to Jerusalem.

“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Son of man, you live in the midst of the rebellious 
house, who have eyes to see but do not see, ears to hear but do not hear; for they are a rebellious 
house.”

12:1-2

“Therefore, son of man, prepare for yourself baggage for exile and go into exile by day in their sight; 
even go into exile from your place to another place in their sight. Perhaps they will understand though 
they are a rebellious house. Bring your baggage out by day in their sight, as baggage for exile. Then you 
will go out at evening in their sight, as those going into exile. Dig a hole through the wall in their sight 
and go out through it. “Load the baggage on your shoulder in their sight and carry it out in the dark. 
You shall cover your face so that you cannot see the land, for I have set you as a sign to the house of 
Israel. I did so, as I had been commanded. By day I brought out my baggage like the baggage of an 
exile. Then in the evening I dug through the wall with my hands; I went out in the dark and carried the 
baggage on my shoulder in their sight.”

12:3-7

EZEKIEL ACTS OUT THE EXILE
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“Baggage for exile” – Not just preparation for a move or a trip, but only the bare necessities that could fit in 
a duffle bag for quick and light moving. This would be a bag that would be prepared under extreme 
circumstances; in an emergency when life was under threat. Ezekiel was told to repeat the exercise again at 
night to stress the urgency of what was to come upon Israel suddenly while they expected it not. Ezekiel is 
also told to cover his eyes so that he cannot see the land. This is symbolism for what would happen to 
Zedekiah specifically.

So the activity of Ezekiel caused people to inquire about his actions. He is able to proclaim to them “thus 
says the Lord God” because what he is acting out God told him to do directly. All Israelites in Jerusalem 
would be directly under this burden of flight out of despair.

“The Prince” – Ezekiel never calls Zedekiah “king” because he is a vassal king appointed by Nebuchadnez-
zar. So he is mocking Zedekiah. Zedekiah was Judah’s last king who ruled from 599B.C. to 588B.C.. He was 
21 when he took the throne and proved to be as wicked as any other king in Judah. Originally his name was 
Mattaniah but when Nebuchadnezzar had made an oath with him as vassal king, he changed his name to 
Zedekiah which means “the righteousness of God”. Nebuchadnezzar had Zedekiah swear by God to keep 
his oath (2 Chr. 36:13).

Apparently Zedekiah knew of both Jeremiah’s prophecy and Ezekiel’s and felt that there was a contradic-
tion. Jeremiah wrote:

Ezekiel prophesies that Zedekiah would go into the Babylonian captivity yet “not see the land”. So Zedekiah 
mocked them based on what was a false understanding of what was foretold and grew more arrogant in his 
ignorance of the word of the Lord. When the siege finally came, Zedekiah, his family and a large number of his 

“In the morning the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, has not the house of Israel, 
the rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are you doing?’ “Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “This 
burden concerns the prince in Jerusalem as well as all the house of Israel who are in it.”’“Say, ‘I am a 
sign to you. As I have done, so it will be done to them; they will go into exile, into captivity.’ The prince 
who is among them will load his baggage on his shoulder in the dark and go out. They will dig a hole 
through the wall to bring it out. He will cover his face so that he can not see the land with his eyes. I 
will also spread My net over him, and he will be caught in My snare. And I will bring him to Babylon in 
the land of the Chaldeans; yet he will not see it, though he will die there.”

12:8-13

“and Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but he will surely be given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will speak with him face to face and see him eye to eye; and he will take 
Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will be there until I visit him,” declares the LORD. “If you fight against the 
Chaldeans, you will not succeed”’?”” Jer 32: 4,5 (NASB)

“‘You will not escape from his hand, for you will surely be captured and delivered into his hand; and you will see 
the king of Babylon eye to eye, and he will speak with you face to face, and you will go to Babylon.’”

Jer 34: 3 (NASB)
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friends did manage to escape through a hole in the wall. But listen to what Jeremiah records about their fate:

We see this as a great example of how the Lord is able to say what He says and fulfill it to the letter. Just 
because we do not understand things that may appear as contradictions doesn’t mean that Gods Word 
isn’t clear, it means that more diligence is to be exercised in seeking to understand it. When Daniel read 
Jeremiah concerning the 70 years of captivity for Israel, he took it literally and didn’t treat it as some 
allegory. In Zedekiah’s case he did see Nebuchadnezzar with his own eyes, but before he became a prisoner 
till death in Babylon, he was made blind so as not to actually see the land.

Again we see the “near / far” in view here as Ezekiel includes the scattering among the nations, not just 
Babylon. Notice what God says will eventually be accomplished by the scattering; that they will acknowl-
edge their sin in the nations where they go and know that the Lord is God.

Ezekiel will be acting out the things to come upon the Israelites who are still residing in Jerusalem. While the 
exiles in Ezekiel’s company are discontented with their captivity and wish they were back in Jerusalem, God 
has given them provision while the inhabitants of Jerusalem are about to face unthinkable conditions.
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“I will scatter to every wind all who are around him, his helpers and all his troops; and I will draw out a 
sword after them. So they will know that I am the LORD when I scatter them among the nations and 
spread them among the countries. But I will spare a few of them from the sword, the famine and the 
pestilence that they may tell all their abominations among the nations where they go, and may know 
that I am the LORD. But I will spare a few of them from the sword, the famine and the pestilence that 
they may tell all their abominations among the nations where they go, and may know that I am the 
LORD.”

12:14-16

“Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, eat your bread with trembling and 
drink your water with quivering and anxiety.“Then say to the people of the land, ‘Thus says the Lord 
GOD concerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the land of Israel, “They will eat their bread with 
anxiety and drink their water with horror, because their land will be stripped of its fullness on account 
of the violence of all who live in it. The inhabited cities will be laid waste and the land will be a desola-
tion. So you will know that I am the LORD.””

12:17 -20 

“Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war fled and went forth from the city at night by way of the 
gate between the two walls which was by the king’s garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. And 
they went by way of the Arabah. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook Zedekiah in the 
plains of Jericho, and all his army was scattered from him. Then they captured the king and brought him up to 
the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he passed sentence on him. The king of Babylon 
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and he also slaughtered all the princes of Judah in Riblah. 
Then he blinded the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him with bronze fetters and brought him 
to Babylon and put him in prison until the day of his death.” Jer 52: 7-11 (NASB / see also 2Kings 25)
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There are always the mockers and scoffers who reconcile that God’s Word is nonsense in their hearts because 
His Word isn’t fulfilled in their time frame. Scripture makes mention of scoffers of His prophetic Word often 
(Amos 6:3; Isa 5:19; Jer 17:15; Matt 24:48; 2Pe 3:4). Many times these scoffers come from within what 
identifies itself as the people of God. While there has been an unfortunate abundance of “date setters” it 
doesn’t entitle Christians to have a flippant attitude toward prophecy and specifically Jesus’s return to the 
earth to reign over it. Notice what Jesus says of the time of His return:

We as believers should always be expecting God to make good on His promises that He has given in His 
Word, yet many church pastors, teachers and leaders don’t even teach on the subject even though 27% of 
scripture is prophetic. Even though God had a remnant amongst the exiles, He judged the nation because the 
vast majority from the leadership down was stiff-necked and wicked.

Consider what Jesus said the world would look like prior to the day of the Lord and then His return. 
Then consider the state of the world today. Can we not say that the Lord will put an end to the 
“proverbs” of todays humanity? What are some of these proverbs?

Consider the state of  “Christendom” today (mostly in western culture). What similarities are there 
to that of the Israelites?

There are three ways to deny the truth of Gods Word. Using the example of how the serpent 
deceived Eve in the garden, what are they?
 1.
 2.
 3.
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“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,“Son of man, what is this proverb you people have 
concerning the land of Israel, saying, ‘The days are long and every vision fails’? Therefore say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “I will make this proverb cease so that they will no longer use it as a proverb 
in Israel.” But tell them, “The days draw near as well as the fulfillment of every vision. For there will 
no longer be any false vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel. For I the LORD will 
speak, and whatever word I speak will be performed. It will no longer be delayed, for in your days, O 
rebellious house, I will speak the word and perform it,” declares the Lord GOD.’ Furthermore, the 
word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, behold, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision 
that he sees is for many years from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’ Therefore say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “None of My words will be delayed any longer. Whatever word I speak will 
be performed,”’” declares the Lord GOD.”

12:21-28 

“now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over 
them? I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He 
find faith on the earth?”” Luke 18:7-8 (NASB)

FOR DISCUSSION
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There are two types of false prophets:

 1) Those who represent any of the false religions of the world including any type of worship that is
      directed at any object other the true and living God. From Atheism to the Occult.
 2) Those who claim to be speaking for the Lord within the people of God, wether it be in Ezekiel’s day or
      in our day (cults).

While the later is more cunning than the former, they eventually both work together to draw man away from 
what the Lord God says and His true Word.

These false prophets claim to be speaking for God yet their inspiration is their own. God says they have “seen 
nothing” yet claim they were seeing from Him. Their “sight” was inspired by either their own sin or demons. 
Their message not only contradicted the real time Word that God was proclaiming through Ezekiel, but also 
the already established written Word of God.

The fox was an idiom of destruction to the Jews. They are cunning (Luke 13:32), spoilers of the vine (Song of 
Sol 2:15) and burrowers amongst ruins (Neh 4:3; Lam 5:18). The breaches were in the character of the 
nation and its leadership. If they were of God the wall they would have built would have been one of repen-
tance and righteousness. The attempt to gain knowledge of secret things either by superstitious means or by 
attempting to “hear” from the Lord in ways other than what He has established is forbidden (Ex 22:18; Num 
23:23; Deut 18:10, 11). Divining was rebuked (Eze 13:7,9,23; 21:29; 22:28; Mic 3:6,7,11). These practices 
were forbidden as a capital offense because of the danger in them.

God’s people are precious to Him and those who would draw them away through deception are the object of 
His wrath. Paul warns about “wolves” that come up from the midst of the church (Acts 20: 28-31) and Peter
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“Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel 
who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, ‘Listen to the word of the 
LORD! ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Woe to the foolish prophets who are following their own spirit and 
have seen nothing. O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among ruins. You have not gone up into 
the breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of 
the LORD. They see falsehood and lying divination who are saying, ‘The LORD declares,’ when the 
LORD has not sent them; yet they hope for the fulfillment of their word. Did you not see a false vision 
and speak a lying divination when you said, ‘The LORD declares,’ but it is not I who have spoken?”’”

13:1-7 

“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Because you have spoken falsehood and seen a lie, therefore 
behold, I am against you,” declares the Lord GOD. So My hand will be against the prophets who see 
false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will 
they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that 
you may know that I am the Lord GOD.”

13:8-9

THE FATE OF THE FALSE PROPHETS GIVEN
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speaks of their destruction (2Pe 2&3).

Appearances can be deceiving. The plaster is used to cover the major flaws in the wall which is built in haste 
and has no real substance, yet will not stand up under the chastening of God. The false prophets mocked 
Ezekiel because of what they perceived as a far off judgement if any at all, while they promised immediate 
satisfaction that was ultimately shattered. So in the end it would be the word of the false prophets that would 
be found wanting as the people cry “where is the plaster with which you plastered it?”

These are like the fortune tellers, palmists and mediums of our day. They entice their followers to wear or 
embrace trinkets as a “sign” or symbol of good fortune; gimmicks. How many false religions are wrapped up 
these things today? From “blessed handkerchiefs” to rosary beads all are based on superstition and divina-
tion. They deal in the souls of humanity for sordid gain (Tit 1:7-11).
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“It is definitely because they have misled My people by saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace. And 
when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster it over with whitewash; so tell those who plaster it over 
with whitewash, that it will fall. A flooding rain will come, and you, O hailstones, will fall; and a violent 
wind will break out. Behold, when the wall has fallen, will you not be asked, ‘Where is the plaster with 
which you plastered it?’ Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “I will make a violent wind break out in 
My wrath. There will also be in My anger a flooding rain and hailstones to consume it in wrath. So I 
will tear down the wall which you plastered over with whitewash and bring it down to the ground, so 
that its foundation is laid bare; and when it falls, you will be consumed in its midst. And you will know 
that I am the LORD. Thus I will spend My wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered it over 
with whitewash; and I will say to you, ‘The wall is gone and its plasterers are gone, along with the 
prophets of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her when there is no 
peace,’ declares the Lord GOD.”

13:10-16

“Now you, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people who are prophesying from 
their own inspiration. Prophesy against them and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Woe to the women 
who sew magic bands on all wrists and make veils for the heads of persons of every stature to hunt 
down lives! Will you hunt down the lives of My people, but preserve the lives of others for yourselves? 
For handfuls of barley and fragments of bread, you have profaned Me to My people to put to death 
some who should not die and to keep others alive who should not live, by your lying to My people who 
listen to lies.”’”

13:17-19

“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am against your magic bands by which you hunt lives 
there as birds and I will tear them from your arms; and I will let them go, even those lives whom you hunt 
as birds. I will also tear off your veils and deliver My people from your hands, and they will no longer be 
in your hands to be hunted; and you will know that I am the LORD. Because you disheartened the 
righteous with falsehood when I did not cause him grief, but have encouraged the wicked not to turn from 
his wicked way and preserve his life, therefore, you women will no longer see false visions or practice 
divination, and I will deliver My people out of your hand. Thus you will know that I am the LORD.””

13:20-23


