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After Ezekiel acted out the soon coming exile of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the elders amongst the exiles in 
Babylon were inquiring about these things. Their inquiry was more out of curiosity and not from a sincere 
heart before the Lord. It would be like harboring a sinful pattern and then going before the Lord to ask for 
His  guidance without first approaching in a spirit of repentance. Likewise in Jesus’s day there were those 
who sought after a sign without truly desiring to be in line with the message that Jesus was teaching and they 
were called a “wicked and adulterous generation”.

The Laodecian church thought they were rich, clothed and full of sight, yet the Lord says that they were poor 
blind and naked. Likewise Sampson kept playing with sin while he didn’t even realize that the Spirit had 
departed from him. Notice how God responds; He lets them remain in the belief of their own deception 
because of their hypocrisy. Much like Paul says of those whom the Lord has given over to depraved minds as 
judgement since they disregard the truth (Rom 1). No man can serve two masters! Before we approach the 
Lord we should always do so in repentance and contrition through self examination first with a sincere 
heart. We can lie to ourselves but not the Lord.

The Lord demands repentance and the result of not doing so while coming before Him in such an irreverent 
way was being cut off in a very tangible way from blessing. Under grace Christians can’t be cut off from God, 
but we can become useless to God in the work He has created us to do in Christ if we are so casual towards 
the Lord concerning our sin. Consider what Paul teaches the Corinthians:

“Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me. And the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and have put right before 
their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be consulted by them at all?””

14:1-3

“Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Any man of the house of Israel 
who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then 
comes to the prophet, I the LORD will be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the 
multitude of his idols, in order to lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from 
Me through all their idols.”’”

14:4-5

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Repent and turn away from your 
idols and turn your faces away from all your abominations. For anyone of the house of Israel or of the 
immigrants who stay in Israel who separates himself from Me, sets up his idols in his heart, puts right 
before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me for 
himself, I the LORD will be brought to answer him in My own person. I will set My face against that 
man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from among My people. So you will 
know that I am the LORD.”

14:6-8

IDOLATROUS ELDERS CONDEMNED
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While the above admonition is written to believers (the foundation), the worse case scenario is that some-
one would play Christian and even be deceived into believing they are in God’s favor while His wrath is upon 
them. Even Jesus said “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and 
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, 
‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’” Like in the times of 
Ezekiel's day there are those today who operate as agents of the Lord but with their own popularity and 
fortune reigning supreme instead of beholding the kindness and severity of the Lord (Rom 11:22).

“Prevailed upon” or “pathah” means gullible, simple minded, enticed or deceived. This is one of the strange 
statements in the Word where it would seem as though God was perpetrating evil upon man, but we know 
God is not man that He would lie and is not the author of sin. The ultimate example of this is found in what 
happens in the last days before Christ returns as Paul writes:

It is then judgement carried out upon these false teachers who use God’s Word or claim to have a word 
from God in order to lead people astray. Remember that the best way to deceive is not by ignoring God’s 
Word, but by twisting it. Just because a speaker quotes scripture and may cause people to open the Bible 
does not mean that they are teaching it correctly. Notice it is both the inquirer and the false prophet who are 
judged. Neither the deceiver nor the deceived can claim innocence because it is out of evil desire that they do 
not actually want to hear the truth, but what makes them feel good (2Tim 4:3,4).

“Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work 
will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the 
quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any 
man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”
 1Cor 3: 12-15(NASB)

“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of 
the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring 
to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 
with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, 
because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a 
deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe 
the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”                                                                             2Thess 2: 7-12(NASB)

“But if the prophet is prevailed upon to speak a word, it is I, the LORD, who have prevailed upon that 
prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy him from among My people Israel. 
They will bear the punishment of their iniquity; as the iniquity of the inquirer is, so the iniquity of the 
prophet will be, in order that the house of Israel may no longer stray from Me and no longer defile 
themselves with all their transgressions. Thus they will be My people, and I shall be their God,”’ 
declares the Lord GOD.”

14:9-11
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God sent false prophets to Ahab that ultimately led him to his ruin (1 Ki 22:13-23) because he sought to do 
wickedly and not to obey the Lord. While God is sovereign in the affairs of men, man is fully accountable for 
his actions.

There are 4 judgements profiled here that are the same four mentioned by Jeremiah against Israel. They also 
are in the mix of the judgements carried out on the world in the Revelation as recorded by John.

 – Famine (12-14)    – Hurtful Beasts (15,16)    – Sword and War (17, 18)    – Pestilence (19, 20)

The Lord uses examples of three men who had very different circumstances. All three were holy men of God 
who did not compromise in their faith. They all were isolated from those around them as they served the 
Lord and were severely tested in their faith. 

 – Noah; in the midst of the world that had become continually evil all of the time.
 – Daniel; stood alone many times while in high and respected positions of government. He served God
    while most around him served heathenism.
 – Job; stood his ground against the false counsel of his “friends”; he trusted the Lord.

Yet their faithfulness had very little if any impact on the hearts of those around them. This is speaking more 
to the finality of judgement than it is to the quality of these men and goes to show that there is a point at 
which God finally enters into judgement with man.
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“Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, if a country sins against Me by commit-
ting unfaithfulness, and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy its supply of bread, send famine 
against it and cut off from it both man and beast even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job 
were in its midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver themselves,” declares the Lord 
GOD.,

14:12-14

“If I were to cause wild beasts to pass through the land and they depopulated it, and it became desolate 
so that no one would pass through it because of the beasts, though these three men were in its midst, as 
I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters. They alone 
would be delivered, but the country would be desolate. Or if I should bring a sword on that country and 
say, ‘Let the sword pass through the country and cut off man and beast from it, even though these 
three men were in its midst, as I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “they could not deliver either their sons 
or their daughters, but they alone would be delivered. Or if I should send a plague against that country 
and pour out My wrath in blood on it to cut off man and beast from it, even though Noah, Daniel and 
Job were in its midst, as I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “they could not deliver either their son or their 
daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.”

14:15-20

JERUSALEM WILL NOT BE SPARED
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The wages of Israel’s sin was so thoroughly stacked up that the righteousness and influence of these holy 
men cannot reverse the Lord’s wrath when it is ready to be carried out. This will be true of the world in the 
days of the Great Tribulation when God will wipe out and sweep away all of those who are in rebellion 
against Him; the righteous will not be able to have a sanctifying affect on them. This ultimately points to the 
hopelessness of the natural man’s sinful heart. While he is responsible for his own rejection of the truth of 
the Lord, it is impossible outside of God’s grace for man to change his heart and save himself.

The purpose of the small amount of survivors from Jerusalem being brought into captivity will serve as a 
witness to God’s justice. Not because they will be repentant but because they will still be stiff - necked and 
wicked. So as the faithful remnant observe their unbroken spirits before the Lord, they will know that the 
Lord has endured with great patience the sons of disobedience.

While the vine here is an idiom for Israel (here and Isa 5), it applies to the heart of wicked man that is tough, 
twisted and useful only for fuel or the judgement of God. In John 15 Jesus calls Himself the true vine. He is 
the mystery of righteousness; God in flesh and the salvation of all who are grafted into Him. No fruit can 
come from those branches who do not have a living connection with the vine.
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“For thus says the Lord GOD, “How much more when I send My four severe judgments against 
Jerusalem: sword, famine, wild beasts and plague to cut off man and beast from it! “Yet, behold, 
survivors will be left in it who will be brought out, both sons and daughters. Behold, they are going to 
come forth to you and you will see their conduct and actions; then you will be comforted for the calam-
ity which I have brought against Jerusalem for everything which I have brought upon it. Then they will 
comfort you when you see their conduct and actions, for you will know that I have not done in vain 
whatever I did to it,” declares the Lord GOD.”

14:21-23

“Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, how is the wood of the vine better than 
any wood of a branch which is among the trees of the forest? Can wood be taken from it to make 
anything, or can men take a peg from it on which to hang any vessel? If it has been put into the fire for 
fuel, and the fire has consumed both of its ends and its middle part has been charred, is it then useful 
for anything? Behold, while it is intact, it is not made into anything. How much less, when the fire has 
consumed it and it is charred, can it still be made into anything! Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 
‘As the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so have I 
given up the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I set My face against them. Though they have come out of 
the fire, yet the fire will consume them. Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I set My face 
against them. Thus I will make the land desolate, because they have acted unfaithfully,’” declares the 
Lord GOD.”

15:1-8

JERUSALEM COMPARED TO A USELESS VINE


