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As the Lord continues to build His case against Israel He brings the focus back to the present condition of 
the people who have acted as wickedly as their parents. It seems as though the indictments will never come 
to an end and that is what is intended. 

“The bloody city” (Hebrew - oily of bloods) is the term Nahum used to describe Nineveh (Nah 3:1). Their 
murderous ways were the fruit of their rebellion against the first couple of commandments God established 
in Exodus. “You shall have no other Gods before me” (Ex 20:3) and “you shall not make for yourself an 
idol...You shall not worship them or serve them...”(Ex 20:4,5). Idol worship is driven by Satan and demons 
who hate mankind and it is not surprising then to see the end result of such worship be the living out of 
murderous intentions as Satan is murderous.

Jesus exposed the reality of what was in the hearts of the Sanhedrin and linked it to Satan:

After Satan had accomplished what he desired in the fall of man we see the first recorded crime of man 
against man being murder when Cain slew Able. The blood guilt of Israel included murder of prophets (Luke 
13:34; Matt 27:25; Acts 7:52; see also Is 1:21)) sent by God, the murder of her children offered up in 
sacrifices to false gods and also the unnecessary deaths of Israelites who rebelled against the Babylonians, 
not willing to undergo the discipline of the Lord. When man fails to honor God in his heart, his fellow man 
will suffer as a result.

“You have brought your days near, the appointed time of your years has come” speaks of the very day 
that all of the proclaimed judgement will take place and the years that they will spend in captivity. It is sad to 
see the holy city once feared by her neighbors will become a complete mockery and shame in her destruc-
tion. Israel is mocked today by the nations. Even her allies are temporary.

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies.”                                                                                                         John 8:44 (NASB)

“And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, And you, son of man, will you judge, will you judge 
the bloody city? Then declare to her all her abominations. You shall say, Thus says the Lord GOD: A 
city that sheds blood in her midst, so that her time may come, and that makes idols to defile herself!
You have become guilty by the blood that you have shed, and defiled by the idols that you have made, 
and you have brought your days near, the appointed time of your years has come. Therefore I have 
made you a reproach to the nations, and a mockery to all the countries. Those who are near and those 
who are far from you will mock you; your name is defiled; you are full of tumult.”

22:1-5

“Behold, the princes of Israel in you, every one according to his power, have been bent on shedding 
blood. Father and mother are treated with contempt in you; the sojourner suffers extortion in your 
midst; the fatherless and the widow are wronged in you.”

22:6-7
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God had established the authority of parents from the beginning and scripture places a heavy emphasis on 
honoring parents (Ex 20:12; 21:17; Lev 20:9; Deut 27:16). Jesus rebuked the Sanhedrin for this very thing 
when they would actually demand of the people that the temple tribute be made even at the expense of 
taking care of parents:

Additionally, God’s word protects travelers or strangers who need hospitality (Ex 21:21;23:9) and the most 
vulnerable of all in society, the fatherless and widows (Ex 22:22-24; Deut 24:17; 27:19).

Daniel was reading the prophet Jeremiah and realized that 70 years of desolation had been determined for 
Jerusalem (Dan 9:1-3) The Jews had not observed the Sabbath rest that God had decreed was to be given to 
the land every 7 years for a period of 490 years; thus 70 years of penalty were due. But they no doubt had 
turned the weekly day of rest, set apart for man to fellowship in his heart and mind with the Lord and be 
renewed, into a time of self - serving agenda’s.

Those who “slander to shed blood” would be bearing a false witness in order to see someone harmed in 
capital cases. This would make them murderers. Those “who eat on the mountains” were engaging in the 
extreme idolatry that led them to commit lewdness. They brought themselves and others into the whole act 
of sexual degradation. Open exposure, sexual acts with women during the time when the law required them 
to go through purification, adultery and incest.

The reason for all of their wickedness toward each other is that they have forgotten God (Deut 32:18; Jer 
2:32; 3:21). Today “Christians” try to come up with every excuse to justify what seems right in their own eyes 
yet what they are really doing is denying God; forgetting His heart revealed in His Word. Remember the 
structure of the ten commandments is vertical first and then horizontal. 

“He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your 
tradition. For Moses said, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER’; and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF 
FATHER OR MOTHER, IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH’; but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or his mother, 
whatever I have that would help you is Corban (that is to say, given to God),’ you no longer permit him to do anything 
for his father or his mother; thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you 
do many things such as that.”                                                                                       Mark 7:9-13 (NASB)

“You have despised my holy things and profaned my Sabbaths.”22:8

“There are men in you who slander to shed blood, and people in you who eat on the mountains; they 
commit lewdness in your midst. In you men uncover their fathers’ nakedness; in you they violate women 
who are unclean in their menstrual impurity. One commits abomination with his neighbor’s wife; 
another lewdly defiles his daughter-in-law; another in you violates his sister, his father’s daughter.”

22:9-11

“In you they take bribes to shed blood; you take interest and profit and make gain of your neighbors by 
extortion; but me you have forgotten, declares the Lord GOD.”

22:12
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Another reference is made to the diaspora. Israel was no better morally at the time of Jesus than they were 
here in Ezekiel's time. Israel will be profaned in the sight of the world until Jesus returns. It’s easy for people 
who claim to be of God to ignore His holiness while boldly claiming to be His until God deals with them 
physically. They will be stripped of every confidence and presumption when they are physically dealt with.

In the smelting process, all of the metal is throne into the furnace. The impurities rise to the surface and are 
discarded as the pure silver is poured out. Israel had become the worthless metals with just a small bit of the 
pure silver left; the remnant. Dross is a symbol of worthlessness (Ps 119:119; Prov 25:4; 26:23). While the 
immediate “furnace” will be ablaze during the final Babylonian siege, this is also an idiom of the Tribulation 
period. Israel, the people, are the raw material while Jerusalem is the actual furnace. Hebrews 12:29 says “for 
our God is a consuming fire.”

Rain, both the former and the later (Joel 2:23) is seen as a sign of blessing upon the land. From here to the 
end of this chapter, God once again indicts every part of society as guilty. First the false prophets:

“Behold, I strike my hand at the dishonest gain that you have made, and at the blood that has been in 
your midst. Can your courage endure, or can your hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with 
you? I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it. I will scatter you among the nations and disperse you 
through the countries, and I will consume your uncleanness out of you. And you shall be profaned by 
your own doing in the sight of the nations, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

22:13-16

“And the word of the LORD came to me: Son of man, say to her, You are a land that is not cleansed or 
rained upon in the day of indignation.”

22:23 -24

“The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured 
human lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst.”

22:25

“And the word of the LORD came to me: Son of man, the house of Israel has 
become dross to me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the 
furnace; they are dross of silver. Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because 
you have all become dross, therefore, behold, I will gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. As one gathers silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into a 
furnace, to blow the fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather you in my anger 
and in my wrath, and I will put you in and melt you. I will gather you and blow 
on you with the fire of my wrath, and you shall be melted in the midst of it. As 
silver is melted in a furnace, so you shall be melted in the midst of it, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD; I have poured out my wrath upon you.””

22:17-22
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The false prophets treachery had the most widespread influence, convincing the leadership down to the 
common people with their message of peace and safety and false hope in the error of their ways. They 
“conspired” to gain treasure and precious things at the expense of lives ( Hsa 6:9 Zep 3:3, 4 Mat 23:14 ). 
Many widows were come as a result of the men who were killed in their futile attempts to turn back the 
Babylonian rule. They “devoured human lives”. The fault lies on both the false prophets and the people.

Paul admonishes Timothy to “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” (2Tim 2:15). This is important because of 
times to come:

The priests were to stand as mediators between God and His people teaching them what is holy and clean 
verses what is profane and  unclean. The spirit of the day had turned truth into relativity; whatever seems 
right to man. The result is that good is called evil and evil called good.

Additionally, those who were standing in David’s place who were to represent the mighty authority of God 
through the line of Judah and protect and lead the nation were devoted to ill gotten gain at the expense of 
the people. God adds that the false prophets claim to speak for Him when He has not told them to. Today 
we know what God has said through His Son revealed in scripture (Heb 1:1-2) and anyone claiming new 
revelation spoken from God to them violate the clear warning of scripture given in Revelation 22:18-19 (see 
also Dt 4:2; 12:32; Pr 30:6; Jer 26:2).

The leadership roles of prophet, priest and king have been indicted as guilty, making prey of God’s people 
for their personal gain. None of these offices in Israel have ever been occupied by perfect men. But that is the 
point. Only one man has ever come on the pages of history that has fulfilled all three of these offices with 
His own righteousness. The world will witness these three offices of Christ lived out in His kingdom that 

“Her priests have done violence to my law and have profaned my holy things. They have made no 
distinction between the holy and the common, neither have they taught the difference between the 
unclean and the clean, and they have disregarded my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.”

22:26

“Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, shedding blood, destroying lives to get 
dishonest gain. And her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false visions and divining 
lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ when the LORD has not spoken.”

22:27-28

“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without 
self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. For among them are 
those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”                                                     2Tim 3:1-7 
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He establishes when He returns to earth in His second coming.

The evil permeated the whole of society. Sin was winked at to the point where any opportunity for extortion, 
oppression and robbery was acted upon. The Lord sought for one who could stand in the gap and found 
none. That may seem strange when we think of the fact that Jeremiah was still in Jerusalem at the time and 
that there was still the faithful remnant. But within the leadership of Judah there was none. What is in mind 
here is that even if Jeremiah prayed for the people, which he was instructed not to (Jer 11:14), they would 
not have repented (Ps 66:18; Ps 14:1-3).

This is just like the call that went forth in the heavens and the earth for the man that was worthy to take and 
open the scroll in the book of the Revelation (5). John wept prior to seeing the Lamb who was worthy. Only 
Jesus can stand in the gap as the one who intercedes and brings restoration to Israel and all of redeemed 
humanity. Paul tells Timothy “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time (1Ti 2:6-7).” And Hebrews 
chapter 7 describes the perfect, eternal priesthood of Jesus in which He always lives to make intercession for 
the redeemed.

The Word of the Lord in Israel had been largely disregarded. The nation who is supposed to be the Lord’s is 
acting out what comes natural to them without the convicting work of His Word. Our nation today is 
guided by the same lusts and greed. The alarming thing is what is taking place within Christendom. Main-
stream Christianity perpetrates all kinds of wickedness in the name of Christ because the Word is either not 
read or twisted out of context in order to make it say something it doesn’t. God’s people can only be 
changed when the Holy Spirit works through what is revealed in the Word as Paul tells Timothy:

The author of Hebrews describes the important work of Gods Word:

“The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have oppressed the poor 
and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without justice. And I sought for a man among them 
who should build up the wall and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not destroy 
it, but I found none. Therefore I have poured out my indignation upon them. I have consumed them 
with the fire of my wrath. I have returned their way upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD.”

22:29-31

“...evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”          2Tim 3:13-17 (NASB)

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”          Heb 4:12 (NASB)

Session 16 - Ezekiel 22



Page 6

1-3  The call of Ezekiel

4-24  God’s case against Jerusalem - given prior to the final Babylonian siege

25-32  God’s judgement on the nations surrounding Israel - given during the siege

33-48  The restoration of the Jews - given after the siege

 33-36 They return to their land

 37 The valley of the dry bones

 38-39 Protected from Gog and Magog

 40-48 The Millennial Kingdom
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