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Chapter 25 spoke of judgement against nations to 
the East and West of Jerusalem. The next three 
chapters are devoted to Tyre, the center of the 
ancient Phoenician empire, with chapter 28 making 
the peculiar crossover to Satan. Tyre is on the coast 
of the Mediterranean Sea and literally means “the 
rock-city”. The present day name of the location is 
Súr in Southern Lebanon about 34 miles North of 
Haifa.

According to the Greek historian Herodotus, the 
origins of Tyre can be traced back as early as the 
28th century BC.. Tyre had made a transition off the 
mainland to an island a half mile off the coast and 
had successfully defended itself against the attacks of 
the Assyrian King Shalmaneser for five years a century 
and half prior to the fall of Jerusalem.

Tyre actually had a history of friendship with Israel in 
times past. King Hyram was helpful to both David 
and Solomon in the preparation of the building of 
the temple (2Sam 5; 1Ki 5; 1Chr 14; 2Chr 2). After 
the split of Israel the relationship between the 
nations began to change dramatically. Eventually 
Jews were taken and sold as slaves by the people of 
Tyre to the Greeks and Edomites (Joel 3; Amos 1).

Tyre’s navy was legendary and until Alexander the Great, Tyre was virtually invincible. The Phoenicians were 
well recognized as a great commercial empire because of her mastery of the open waters. The reaches of her 
sea-going trading efforts went as far as Great Britain, and had established colonies all throughout the 
Mediterranean. One of the major issues of dispute was over the North - South trade routes that ran through 
Israel between Northern cities and Egypt. Israel exacted taxes upon those using the routes through her land 
and this contributed to some of the agitation. Naturally, Tyre viewed Jerusalem’s fall as a good thing for her 
own economy.

At the time of this writing, it had been 11 years since Jehoiachin was carried away. While the month is not 
mentioned, it is quite possible that since Jerusalem fell to Babylon mainly during the 4th month, that Tyre’s 
taunt was uttered within the same month since she was relatively close in distance and word if the siege 
would have arrived there soon. So the first of the month then was probably the fifth month.

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“Now in the eleventh year, on the first of the month, the word of the LORD came to me saying,”26:1

TYRE
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The mainland Tyre was separated from the Island by 
about 12oo yards. When Nebuchadnezzar came up 
against Tyre, it took 13 years for the mainland city to 
fall because it kept getting supplied by the Island 
city. When Tyre finally was freed from Babylonian 
captivity, the mainland city was never really rebuilt, 
rather the emphasis was placed on fortifying the 
Island city

It took Alexander the Great 7 months to build a land 
bridge out to the Island in order to defeat it. He 
used all of the building materials from the original 
mainland city to construct the bridge thus “scraping 
her dust” from the rock. Today the city that used to 
be Tyre is merely a fishing village, not the proud 
commercial capital it used to be. It is an interesting contrast to the vision that Tyre had of itself gaining great 
wealth from the fall Jerusalem and the plans for exploits of the land.

“Her daughters” referring to all of the colonies that had been established through her would be included in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s campaign. “From the north” is the direction from which Babylons army entered the land 
preferring it to crossing directly over the Arabian Desert. At the time Nebuchadnezzar was over many kings.

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

““Son of man, because Tyre has said concerning Jerusalem, ‘Aha, the gateway of the peoples is 
broken; it has opened to me. I shall be filled, now that she is laid waste,’ therefore thus says the Lord 
GOD, ‘Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as the sea 
brings up its waves. ‘They will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; and I will scrape 
her debris from her and make her a bare rock. ‘She will be a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea, for I have spoken,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘and she will become spoil for the 
nations.”

26:2-5

“‘Also her daughters who are on the mainland will be 
slain by the sword, and they will know that I am the 
LORD.’For thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will 
bring upon Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and 
a great army. He will slay your daughters on the main-
land with the sword; and he will make siege walls against 
you, cast up a ramp against you and raise up a large 
shield against you.’”

26:6-8
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He had established them as vassal kings as the empire expanded. The title is not to be confused with the 
Lord Jesus’s title as King of Kings. They are used in different contexts. While Ezekiel’s audience would have 
likely thought of this word as speculation, Ezekiel is getting the future reality of Tyre directly from God.

This section details the specifics of Nebuchanezzar’s campaign against Tyre. The pronoun “he” is used in 
verses 7-11. The next group of verses will not use “he” but “they”. This subtle but important distinction 
demonstrates that God is laying out more than the immediate future of Tyre. Nebuchadnezzar fulfilled the 
prophecy against the mainland of Tyre and her colonies (daughter cities). 

Alexander the great literally fulfilled this in 322B.C.. The old harbors of Tyre are filled with sand today and 
there are no houses there. Tyre has never been built again to this day. Only fishermen use it for shelter. 
Critics will always try to explain away the accuracy of God’s Word by claiming that prophets wrote things 
after the fact. While Ezekiel was alive for Nebuchanezzar’s campaign against Tyre, he certainly was not 
around to see what Alexander would do to Tyre. In the next few verses, a transition is made focusing on the 
lament of the nations that will be affected by Tyre’s fall.

The commercial and religious dependency of all of the maritime lands of the Mediterranean was demon-
strated through this ancient way of noble lament. The nobles would come off of their thrones, take off their

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

““The blow of his battering rams he will direct against your walls, and with his axes he will break 
down your towers. Because of the multitude of his horses, the dust raised by them will cover you; your 
walls will shake at the noise of cavalry and wagons and chariots when he enters your gates as men 
enter a city that is breached. With the hoofs of his horses he will trample all your streets. He will slay 
your people with the sword; and your strong pillars will come down to the ground.”

26:9-11

“Also they will make a spoil of your riches and a prey of your merchandise, break down your walls and 
destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water. 
So I will silence the sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps will be heard no more. I will 
make you a bare rock; you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the 
LORD have spoken,” declares the Lord GOD.

26:12-14

“Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre, “Shall not the coastlands shake at the sound of your fall when the 
wounded groan, when the slaughter occurs in your midst? Then all the princes of the sea will go down 
from their thrones, remove their robes and strip off their embroidered garments. They will clothe 
themselves with trembling; they will sit on the ground, tremble every moment and be appalled at you. 
They will take up a lamentation over you and say to you,  ‘How you have perished, O inhabited one, 
from the seas, O renowned city, which was mighty on the sea, she and her inhabitants, who imposed 
her terror on all her inhabitants! Now the coastlands will tremble on the day of your fall; 
Yes, the coastlands which are by the sea will be terrified at your passing.’”

26:15-18
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noble garb and go through ceremonial mourning. Tyre actually had high priests stationed at each of her 
trade partners temples who led them in their pagan worship of idols. Even mighty Carthage would partici-
pate in sending yearly tribute to the temple of Hercules in Tyre. The economic, religious and governmental 
systems of all of the trade partners and colonies of Tyre would be utterly troubled at the departure of the 
inhabitants of Tyre and the devastation of the city.

Nebuchadnezzar had taken many hostages back to Babylon during his siege on the mainland Tyre and later 
at the final siege of what seamed to be the invincible island city of Tyre by Alexander the Great, the Tyrians 
fled and took to the sea to depart to many of their colonies. In verse 15 -18 Ezekiel describes these events in 
a Hebrew poetic meter known as a “kinah”, a typical funeral type hymn.

These things are given to describe actual historic events and places, and while the text is descriptive in its 
historic sense, it is prescriptive in its application to all peoples. There is a constant pattern of empire states 
throughout history described in scripture as having risen  to such a state prosperity in their economic, 
governmental and religious exploits that pride and arrogance reach levels of insanity. There is a presumption 
that they are invincible and that not even God Himself could bring about their destruction. Yet it is God who 
declares their wickedness and He has always been the sovereign source of the ultimate destruction of 
haughty self - confidence. Other instances in scripture of God dealing with prideful kings are:

 Sennacherib (2Ki 17:33-35)
 Pharaoh (Ez 29:3 - Rm 9)
 Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 3:15; 4:30)
 Herod (Acts 12:21-23)
 “The man of sin” (2Thes 2:3,4)

The end result described in vv. 19-21 is going down to the pit or sheol; the lower parts of the earth. It is the 
destiny of all civilizations who rely on their own strength in economics, military and idolatry expressed in 
their religious and social practices. The former glory of old Tyre is no more. This whole description of Tyre; 
its arrogance, idolatry and might leading to the judgement of God is similar to what we see described in 
Revelation as the final harlot city and religious system, Babylon. The same influence on the nations is 
described along with the mourning of the nations at its fall. The Lord will utterly lay waste to the final world 
economic, religious and governmental system.

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“For thus says the Lord GOD, “When I make you a desolate city, like the cities which are not inhab-
ited, when I bring up the deep over you and the great waters cover you, then I will bring you down with 
those who go down to the pit, to the people of old, and I will make you dwell in the lower parts of the 
earth, like the ancient waste places, with those who go down to the pit, so that you will not be inhab-
ited; but I will set glory in the land of the living. I will bring terrors on you and you will be no more; 
though you will be sought, you will never be found again,” declares the Lord GOD.”

26:19-21
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Chapter 27 moves into a more detailed description of Tyre. The details are meant to point out the literalness 
of God’s Word. Any reader is brought into the scene and can identify with the tangible elements that led to 
Tyres smug self - sufficiency and destruction.

Tyre had a major port at both the north and south ends of the island city. It was like a gateway to all of the 
coastal cities and the Phoenician kingdom and its influences led as far as Tarshish. It was the ideal city that 
was desired and marveled at by all who did business with her and prospered from her. Ezekiel moves into a 
metaphor of a perfect sea vessel to describe the pomp of the city.

Senir was the Amorite name for Mt. Hermon at the north of the sea of Galilee. Lebanon was famous for its 
cedars, a tree noted for its height and durability; perfect for the mast of a ship. Bashan was as famous for its 
oak forests (Isa 2:13; Zech 11:2). Cyprus was one of the colonies of Tyre and the best boxwood came from 
there. It was a wood that stood up very well to wet conditions and used on the decks of ships.

It was a mark of wealth to have embroidered sales. It was very costly. Egyptian linen was the finest that could 
be obtained. Elishah or Greece, was famous for their dies and the die industry was common throughout the 
Mediterranean.  The mariners of Sidon were once considered superior to the Tyrians. Now they serve them 
as rowers. Tyre's wise men the captains of the rowers depict the superiority of Tyre to Sidon and Arvad. 
Phoenician ships had about 50 rowers and moved avidly through the waters.

 

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying, “And you, son of man, take up a lamentation 
over Tyre; and say to Tyre, who dwells at the entrance to the sea, merchant of the peoples to many 
coastlands, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “O Tyre, you have said, ‘I am perfect in beauty.’”

27:1-3

““Your borders are in the heart of the seas; your builders have perfected your beauty. They have made 
all your planks of fir trees from Senir; They have taken a cedar from Lebanon to make a mast for you.
Of oaks from Bashan they have made your oars; with ivory they have inlaid your deck of boxwood 
from the coastlands of Cyprus.”

27:4-6

““Your sail was of fine embroidered linen from Egypt so that it became your distinguishing mark; 
Your awning was blue and purple from the coastlands of Elishah. The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad 
were your rowers; your wise men, O Tyre, were aboard; they were your pilots.”

27:7-8

“The elders of Gebal and her wise men were with you repairing your seams; all the ships of the sea 
and their sailors were with you in order to deal in your merchandise. Persia and Lud and Put were in 
your army, your men of war. They hung shield and helmet in you; they set forth your splendor. The 
sons of Arvad and your army were on your walls, all around, and the Gammadim were in your towers. 
They hung their shields on your walls all around; they perfected your beauty.”

27:9-11

A LAMENTATION FOR TYRE
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Gebal (Jebeil today) is a coastal city of Syria and was famous for the craftmanship of its builders (1Ki 5:18). 
The armies of Tyre included warriors from east and west indicated by Persia, Lud(lydia) and Put. These 
would have been mercenaries. These famed fighting men from many various countries were proud as it were 
to hang their gear with the Tyrians.

Many scholars believe Tarshish to be Britain. Brittania was derived from a word meaning tin. Historic 
records show that the Phoenicians brought tin from Cornwall. It would have been the farthest western 
seaport known to the Mediterranean at the time. The economy of Tyre expanded to the farthest ports known 
at the time.

Javan is a Grecian city while Tubal and Meshech were key cities in ancient Anatolia in the region between the 
Black and Caspian Seas. It now is the eastern 2/3 of Turkey. They traded in the lives of men as slaves.

Beth - Togarmah is eastern Turkey and Armenia. The inhabitants are descended from Gomer (Gen 10:3) 
They were famous for riding horses, chariot horses and beasts of burden used to transport the implements 
of war.

There are two Dedan’s mentioned by Ezekiel and based on the wares, this Dedan was near the Persian Sea 
and was an avenue of commerce to India. Aram (Syria) was another famed merchant nation. Their trade 
included all of the elements of luxury.

Minnith in Israel was famous for quality wheat (1Ki 5:9,11; Ezr 3:7; Ac 12:20). Again the relationship of 
Israel with Tyre went back to the days of David and Solomon.

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“Tarshish was your customer because of the abundance of all kinds of wealth; with silver, iron, tin and 
lead they paid for your wares.”

27:12

“Javan, Tubal and Meshech, they were your traders; with the lives of men and vessels of bronze they 
paid for your merchandise.”

27:13

“Those from Beth-togarmah gave horses and war horses and mules for your wares.”27:14

“The sons of Dedan were your traders. Many coastlands were your market; ivory tusks and ebony 
they brought as your payment. “Aram was your customer because of the abundance of your goods; 
they paid for your wares with emeralds, purple, embroidered work, fine linen, coral and rubies.”

27:15-16

“Judah and the land of Israel, they were your traders; with the wheat of Minnith, cakes, honey, oil and 
balm they paid for your merchandise.”

27:17
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Helbon produced wine that was the preferred wine of the Persian monarchs. In scripture wine is viewed as 
the drink of the wealthy.

Vedan or Dan became a sea-going tribe as predicted by Moses (Duet 33:22) when they could no longer 
manage the conflict with the Philistines after Sampsons death. They settled in the north at Laish. Javan is a 
Greek settlement in Arabia. This Dedan is located in Arabia and descended from Abraham and Keturah.

Arabia and Kedar included all of the nomatic tribes of Arabia to the east that were involved in the livestock 
trade with Tyre. Sheba was in Southwest Arabia 1,200 mi south of Jerusalem and was famous for gold, 
frankincense and precious stones (1Ki 10:1-13; Job 6:19). Raamah was also near the Persian Gulf.

Haran is an ancient NW Mesopotamian city that was the dwelling place of Abraham after he had left Ur 
(Gen 11:31,32; 12:4,5). Canneh was an ancient Assyrian city on the Tigris, Eden was south of Haran on the 
Euphrates. Asshur was located on the Tigris south of Ninevah and Chilmad was a large city east of the 
Euphrates.

The ships of Tarshish was a term used to describe a class of ship that was a large cargo carrying vessel made 
for the open sea. They were not designed for speed, but for payload. The imagery here is that the scope of 
her economy was so large that it could only be carried by the largest ships, but all of its meaning and identity

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“Damascus was your customer because of the abundance of your goods, because of the abundance of 
all kinds of wealth, because of the wine of Helbon and white wool.”

27:18

“Vedan and Javan paid for your wares from Uzal; wrought iron, cassia and sweet cane were among 
your merchandise. Dedan traded with you in saddlecloths for riding.”

27:19-20

“Arabia and all the princes of Kedar, they were your customers for lambs, rams and goats; for these 
they were your customers. The traders of Sheba and Raamah, they traded with you; they paid for your 
wares with the best of all kinds of spices, and with all kinds of precious stones and gold.”

27:21-22

“Haran, Canneh, Eden, the traders of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad traded with you. They traded with 
you in choice garments, in clothes of blue and embroidered work, and in carpets of many colors and 
tightly wound cords, which were among your merchandise.”

27:23-24

“The ships of Tarshish were the carriers for your merchandise. And you were filled and were very 
glorious in the heart of the seas. Your rowers have brought you into great waters; the east wind has 
broken you in the heart of the seas. Your wealth, your wares, your merchandise, your sailors and your 
pilots, your repairers of seams, your dealers in merchandise and all your men of war who are in you, 
with all your company that is in your midst, will fall into the heart of the seas on the day of your 
overthrow.”

27:25-27
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would be lost like a ship suddenly sinking at sea.

The open mourning over the fall of the largest world economy at the time is marked by deep pain and 
humiliation. All of the hope and meaning of the nations who did business with Tyre was invested in her. No 
one desires to sea the downfall of the table that they are eating at. The fall of Tyre affected all who did 
business with her.

Again one can’t help but notice the overtones of similarity to what is described in Revelation 18 as the fall of 
the final world economy and religious system under the rule of Antichrist.

Session 19 - Ezekiel 26 & 27

“At the sound of the cry of your pilots the pasture lands will shake. All who handle the oar, the sailors 
and all the pilots of the sea will come down from their ships; they will stand on the land, and they will 
make their voice heard over you and will cry bitterly. They will cast dust on their heads, they will 
wallow in ashes. Also they will make themselves bald for you and gird themselves with sackcloth; and 
they will weep for you in bitterness of soul with bitter mourning. Moreover, in their wailing they will 
take up a lamentation for you and lament over you: ‘Who is like Tyre, like her who is silent in the 
midst of the sea?”

27:28-32

“‘When your wares went out from the seas, you satisfied many peoples; with the abundance of your 
wealth and your merchandise you enriched the kings of earth. Now that you are broken by the seas 
in the depths of the waters, your merchandise and all your company have fallen in the midst of you.
All the inhabitants of the coastlands are appalled at you, and their kings are horribly afraid; They are 
troubled in countenance.The merchants among the peoples hiss at you; you have become terrified 
And you will cease to be forever.’”

27:33-36


