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To this point in Ezekiel we have seen the extreme conditions of the sin and judgement of the nation of Israel. 
We have seen the Lord use other nations to judge Israel and the judgement that the Lord in turn has 
pronounced on all nations who would either attack Israel or take pleasure in her demise. The scope of the 
prophetic content has covered events that were to be a part of Israel’s present history, reflected on past events 
and has panned out to the very future that we are a part of now and beyond.

Throughout the prophetic proclamations given to Ezekiel by the Lord has been the constant theme of the 
promises of God to His people and how they are utterly unworthy to keep to be recipients of those promises. 
Their actions throughout history have proven them to be completely bankrupt and has caused questions to 
arise such as “who will be the advocate of Israel?” Or “how can Israel then survive?” And “who will shepherd 
my people?” The resounding answer has been that the Lord Himself will be the One who is able to accomplish 
these things and for the express purpose of honoring His name and Word. The most common phrase and 
theme throughout Ezekiel is that “then they shall know that I am the Lord.”

We have moved past the pronouncements of judgement on Israel and on the nations and have seen how Israel 
has unique promises of restoration that are yet to come. In chapter 36 Ezekiel began to establish the condi-
tions that would be associated with this future restoration and began with the once desolate land becoming 
fertile and bringing forth life to amaze any inhabitant or passer by. As we move into this vision of the dry bones 
shown to Ezekiel, the sovereignty of God is once again magnified as He does what no one else can do; make 
possible the impossible. It is important to remember that while we see life from nothing, the primary intent of 
this passage is focused on the nation of Israel.

THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES - CAN ISRAEL LIVE?

“The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of the valley; and it was full of bones.  He caused me to pass among them round 
about, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.”

37:1-3

Session 27 - Ezekiel 37



Page 2

Israel had been taken captive by the Assyrians and Babylonians while experiencing utter devastation and loss. 
While Israel was able to return and rebuild under the decrees of Cyrus, a far greater and more devastating 
destruction and scattering had taken place under Roman rule after the death and resurrection of Jesus. These 
things were prophesied to happen as a result of their rejection of their King. The destruction and scattering 
that would come to Israel would be so severe according to this vision, that the nation would have the life of a 
pile of scattered bones.

The fact that there was not even a trace of tissue left on or in these bones speaks to the longevity of her scatter-
ing and non-existence as a nation on the worlds scene. Additionally the bones are not at rest in a grave but 
have been left exposed to the bleaching of the suns rays. All of these details speak to the very real picture of the 
nation as it would be for some two thousand years after the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 70 
A.D.. So the Lord asks an impossible question for Ezekiel to answer, yet he answers it the only plausible way. 
Only God has the power to bring life out of death; only God can put the dead dry bones of Israel, the nation, 
back together and cause them to live. They will live again not just as a nation but this time there will be a true 
spiritual life that the nation as whole has never experienced.

Even at the time of Christ, the attitude of the spiritual leadership was that they were righteous and had reached 
a level of piety that elevated them above the rest, but Christ pointed out that they were full of dead mens bones 
on the inside. So while they had returned from former captivity, they were not under the national conditions 
that were foretold so many years prior. So Ezekiel is staring at the sum total of the nation left up to their own 
actions.

While the Israelites had always been taught by God’s Word that there was individual resurrection ( 1KI 17; 2KI 
4; 13:21; IS 25:8; 26:19; DA 12:2; Hos13:14) this valley was full of bones and in the context of all of Ezekiel 
the picture is of the nation. While they cannot bring themselves national restoration and life, the Lord will for 
the purpose of their knowledge of Him. The fact that they will literally be reassembled speaks to the literal 
regathering of the living Jews back to their land in a true living condition. It light of the fact that Israel is in the 
land today, it is important to note that they are merely being prepped for the final judgement to come and 
that what Ezekiel is about to prophesy will include their total spiritual life granted by God when the New Cov-
enant will be fully realized by the nation and all Israel will be saved (Rm 11:25-26).

“Again He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD.’ “Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to enter you that 
you may come to life. ‘I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin and 
put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the LORD.’”

37:4-6

“So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold, a rattling; 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and 
flesh grew and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.”’”

37:7-10
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The bones coming together were accompanied with a great noise; how do we know it was great? Because 
Ezekiel says “behold, a rattling”. This event will be impossible to not notice. From the very aspect of its seeming 
impossibility to the “noise” it will create when it happens it will be easily recognized. At the time, when the 
United Nations was deciding how to “arrange” the Middle East after WW2, no one could have imagined the 
kind of noise that would be caused by a little plot of land the size of New Jersey being re-established as “Israel” 
on the worlds scene.

In just a short amount of time wars would be waged on all fronts in order to prevent Israel from being estab-
lished or to bring detriment to her existence. The major wars include:

 • Israeli war of independence (November 1947 - July 1949)
 • Reprisal operations (1950s - 1960s)
 • Suez Crisis (October 1956)
 • Six-Day War (June 1967)
 • War of Attrition (1967–1970)
 • Yom Kippur War (October 1973)
 • Palestinian insurgency in South Lebanon (1971-1982)
 • 1982 Lebanon War (1982)
 • South Lebanon conflict (1982–2000)
 • First Intifada (1987–1993)
 • Second Intifada (2000–2005) 
 • 2006 Lebanon War (summer 2006) 
 • Gaza War (December 2008 - January 2009)
 • Operation Pillar of Defense (November 2012)
 • Operation Protective Edge (July 2014)

All have resulted in Israel's defense and have not halted the nations existence and growth. Yet it has been a 
process not void of “noise”. There is no region of the world that draws the worlds attention like the nation of 
Israel. So just as the bones came together with a great noise in Ezekiel’s vision, the contemporary, historic 
reality has been just like the vision. First the bones that were scattered (and still are) began to come together 
piece by piece. Then the tendons which connect the bones are being knit together. Israel has not had a quiet 
60 years, rather a very complex network of events are all working together to continue bringing the bones into 
completion. Then the muscle which are connected to the bones by the tendons to give them function and 
strength were added. Despite its history of conflict and fight for survival Israel’s short modern history has been 
extremely successful in the land; but there is just one major problem - there is form without life!

Despite the obvious hand of God in the modern phenomenon of the nation of Israel, this final aspect of 
Ezekiel’s vision has not yet been fulfilled. What is Adams newly formed body out of the dust of the earth with-
out the breath of God to make him a living soul? And what is the reformed nation out of a pile of bones, no 
matter how amazing, without the breath of God in them? Nothing. And so the final phase of Ezekiel's vision 
will include the actual salvation of all of Israel who survives the final judgement - the Great Tribulation (Is 
30:18-22).

This is what is promised in the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31.
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 In Jeremiah 24:7; 50:19-20 , Isaiah 44:1-5, 21-23; 45:17, Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:25-27 speak in detail of what 
this spiritual regeneration will look like when they will ALL know God and serve Him in an undivided way with-
out fear or sin. They will represent Him perfectly to the world and they will be without sin. This time is  spoken 
of by the minor prophets as well (Hosea 1:10-2:1; 14:4-8; Joel 2:28-32; Micah 7:18-20 and Zephaniah 
3:9-13).

Finally Paul, in his lengthy discussion on the issue of Israel in the plan of God in light of the gospel and the 
church (Rom 9-11), concludes that the temporary hardening of Israel toward the gospel has always been part 
of God’s plan for the sake of the church (Rom 11:25-27). It will remain until the preordained number of Gen-
tiles are added to the body of Christ (v25). After that number has been reached and the judgement events of 
the Great Tribulation have been accomplished, then all of surviving Israel will be saved (26-27).

While the obvious comparisons can be made to the reality of salvation for individuals, this vision is clearly 
referring to the nation of Israel here defined by the whole house of Israel. In verses 16 and 22 it is even more 
clearly defined by Israel and Judah. Remember the constant conclusion of the people in light of Ezekiel’s 
prophetic pronouncements of judgement? They asked “how can Israel then survive?” And here they say “our 
bones are dried up and our hope is perished. We are completely cut off”. Yet the graves which represent their 
scattering amongst the nations, will be opened as they continue to return to the land of their fathers; the land 
of promise. The Lord continues to make the point that when the process is complete, Israel will know that He 
is the Lord and He has done it.
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“Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’  “Therefore prophesy and 
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out 
of your graves, My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the 
LORD, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people. I 
will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you 
will know that I, the LORD, have spoken and done it,” declares the LORD.’So I prophesied as He 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army.”

37:11-14

THE BONES ARE ISRAEL

“The word of the LORD came again to me saying, “And you, son of man, take for yourself one stick 
and write on it, ‘For Judah and for the sons of Israel, his companions’; then take another stick and 
write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and all the house of Israel, his companions.’ “Then join 
them for yourself one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. “When the 
sons of your people speak to you saying, ‘Will you not declare to us what you mean by these?’”

37:15-18

THE REUNION OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL
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The one stick represents the southern kingdom as indicated by Judah and his companions (Benjamin, Simeon 
and levi - 2Chr 11:13-17) whereas the other represents the northern kingdom as indicated by Joseph or 
Ephraim. For the first time since 931 BC. (1Ki 11:26-40), the divided kingdom will be reunited into one nation 
under the Messianic reign (Isa 11:12,13; Jer 3:18; Hos 1:11). Both the northern and southern kingdoms had 
been populated by all of the 12 tribes (2Chr 11:3). The regions represented the major political and spiritual 
differences between those desired to remain faithful to the Lord and those who sought after their won lusts 
and desires. Eventually though, as we have seen, even the southern kingdom fell to idolatry and rebellion.

Regardless of human ideas, factions and politics, the Lord has always viewed His people as one nation; the 
twelve tribes of Israel. The whole house of Israel ended up judged because of their idolatry and rebellion and 
it will be the whole house of Israel that will be restored as one kingdom under one King in the future age to 
come.

There are four major facets to the final restoration of Israel; each based on a specific, unconditional covenant.

 1- Israel’s regeneration; spiritual life - based on the New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34)
 2- The regathering of Israel - based on the Palestinian (or land) Covenant (Deut 29:1-30:20)
 3- The possession of the land - based on the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:12-21;
     26:2-5; 28:13-15) includes the lands total boundaries and productivity.
 4- The re-establishment of David’s throne (2Sam 7:11-16; 1Chr 17:10-14). This covenant promised 4
     eternal things: An eternal dynasty, kingdom and throne all established in a single eternal person, the
     ultimate seed of David; Jesus who is the Christ.

And it will be under King Jesus that the nation will again be one (Jer 3:18). The remaining verses of 37 link the 
covenant promises with the actual reign of Christ on earth as He is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant.
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“say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand 
of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will put them with it, with the stick of 
Judah, and make them one stick, and they will be one in My hand.”’ “The sticks on which you write 
will be in your hand before their eyes.”

37:19-20

““Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the 
nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own 
land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king 
for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations and no longer be divided into two kingdoms.
They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or with any of 
their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, 
and will cleanse them. And they will be My people, and I will be their God.”

37:21-23
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 “David” in the context of the final, single Shepherd and King, is Jesus (2Sa 7:8-17; Is 7:14; 9:6,7; Mic 5:2; Mt 
1:1,23; Lk 1:31-33). Jesus is the Prince of peace (Isa 9:6). Again the connection can be made here with the 
original land promises that God gave to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Ge 12:7; 26:24; 35:12). The reality of this 
future restoration of Israel is also a necessary element to what is revealed in the book of the Revelation. In 
chapter 7 we see 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes sealed for a witness during the tribulation. Jesus also 
declares in Matt 19:28 and Luke 22:30 that the 12 Apostles will rule over each of the 12 tribes of Israel. And 
we will see later in Ezek 48 the specific land divisions given to each of the 12 tribes during the Millennium.

Jesus ratified the New Covenant with His blood but its full impact on the nation of Israel has not yet been 
realized. While those in the church have the New Covenant applied to their lives before God, even we await the 
day when we will be perfect, without sin in our new bodies that we have yet to receive. When Israel is restored 
at the return of Jesus, they will enjoy a perpetual salvation peace.

Forever - applies not only to the long period of peace during the Millennium, but also to eternity. Forever 
begins with the return of Jesus to rule on the throne and while there will be a final uprising against the Lord 
and His people, it will be put down in an instant, the current created order will be destroyed and a new one 
created. All the while the people of God will have peace uninterrupted.

My sanctuary  - The temple of God. Very literally manifested internally within the new hearts of Israel and all 
believers, but also visibly to all of the nations as the glory of God will be seen in the Millennial temple by all 
who come to see and glorify Jesus. For all of the redeemed that sanctuary will never cease.

John said that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (Jhn1:14)”. Jesus will dwell among Israel this time 
in exalted glory as their King. Again we see the distinction between Israel and the nations even during the 
Millennial reign. All of the glory will go to the God who was able to sanctify Israel unto Himself and does as 
He pleases in the midst of humanity.
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“My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in 
My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them. They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob 
My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons’ 
sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever.”

37:24-25

“I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will 
place them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever.”

37:26

“My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. And 
the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst 
forever.”

37:27-28

THE DAVIDIC KINGDOM


