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Many Christians may know very little about Ezekiel and yet have heard about chapters 38 and 39. Two of the 
most contested verses in Ezekiel. While there is no shortage of interpretive views on these chapters most of 
them can be categorized under the four main general views that are prevalent. While it would be impossible to 
include every variation, the only attempt that will be made is to look at the four basic views prior to looking at 
some basic principles of interpretation. So let’s start with the views.

1) These chapters are not originally part of Ezekiel’s text:

There is a basic view that suggests that due to what may seem to be an apparent “interruption” in the flow of 
the future restoration of Israel from the end of chapter 37 to chapters 40 through 48, that it must have been 
inserted later by a disciple of Ezekiel or a scribe who was seeking to encourage Israel and perhaps embellish 
their restoration. Chapter 36 described the restoration of the land while chapter 37 described the restoration 
of the whole nation of Israel with one King over them and God’s perpetual sanctuary in their midst forever. The 
result would be that Israel would be God’s people and He would be there God to the extent that not only Israel 
but all of the heathen nations would “know” it.

So how can we now run into these two chapters of total mayhem and then go right back to the theme of Israel 
restored with the Millennial temple built, the division of the land and Christ present as King? Therefore it must 
be allegory and not to be understood as a literal description of yet future things. Typically those who hold this 
view will claim that:

 A) There is no way possible that all of the nations mentioned will confederate in order to unite as one
 invading force against Israel. There is too much sectarianism to allow such an alliance. However recent
 history has demonstrated that this scenario is very possible with all of the wars waged against Israel since
 her re-establishment as a nation in 1948 (refer to session 27 notes for a list of the conflicts).

 B) Israel doesn’t have the kind of “spoil and plunder” that chapter 38 (v13) describes as the motive for
 the attack. But that simply is not true. Not only has the small land become one of the most fertile lands
 in all of the middle east, but the Jewish people are resourceful and creative and have added a good deal 
 of wealth to their stature as a nation. Recent discoveries have also determined Israel to be sitting on some
 of the richest deposits of pot ash, mineral deposits and newly found oil reserves in the world.

 C) Seven months is not enough time to bury every body that will need to be buried as a result of God’s
 judgement. However the text seems to indicate some sort of mass burial performed by professionals 
 who are called into bury the large amounts of dead spread out over the land.

Chapter 38 and 39 actually fit in the flow of Ezekiel’s whole text perfectly. Both chapters 36 and 37 describe 
the regathering of Israel that will lead to her future full restoration with the great Shepherd over them and the 
whole world knowing that He is their God. Many times throughout Ezekiel, references are made to the sum 
total of all judgement and blessing while describing immediate events that either were or were going to take 
place. Yet the overall flow has marched steadily in the direction of all promises being fulfilled.
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So in between the promises of restoration, beginning with the nation being reformed instantly and the people 
being brought back into the land (36-37), and the Millennium (40-48) are two chapters that describe a major 
conflict that will bring about all of what has been promised so far. In fact many of the major details given, as 
we will carefully examine, line up with the detailed events given in the book of Revelation and many other end-
times passages that deal with the tribulation immediately before the return of the Lord to the earth as King.

2) These chapters are to be understood as metaphorical:

This view renders basically the same effect as the first leaving no way to understand the things described as 
actual events but rather a creative way to describe the fight of good versus evil; God versus evil man and Satan. 
Many who hold to the view of replacement theology would fall in this group because they see the church as 
the true Israel and so what Ezekiel is describing is a last stitch effort of Satan, his false christ and wicked man-
kind to attack Gods people in general, but not so specifically Israel.

No biblical, historic or logical reason for this way of interpretation - We have looked at the many promises 
of God to His chosen nation Israel that are scattered all throughout the Old Testament that have not yet been 
fulfilled and are so specific that they cannot be ignored. We must keep in mind that all of prophecy that has 
been given by God and so far fulfilled in history, has been fulfilled in precise fashion. The most abundant 
example of this being the first advent of Jesus Christ. So there is no biblical or logical reason to think that 
unfulfilled prophecy will not be fulfilled in the same fashion.

Israel is still in view in the New Testament - As to the church being the true Israel there would then be no need 
for the distinction made in 1 Corinthians 10:32 which says “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the 
Gentiles, nor to the church of God:” Additionally the book of Acts makes many references to both the church 
and Israel. So does Paul in Romans 9 through 11. Finally Revelation begins with the address to the churches 
but then after the scene in heaven in chapters 4 and 5, moves to a distinctly “Jewish” flavor in the text that 
follows which describe the great tribulation time. A time that is clearly designed not only to judge all of the 
nations, but specifically to bring Israel into her final judgement which will lead to her full restoration.

3)Ezekiel was describing events that happen in his day or shortly after:

Ezekiel links the events of 38 and 39 with the “last days” (38:8, 16) and to be a subsequent event to the regath-
ering of the nation as we just witnessed in chapter 37. Still the results will be the same as the promises made 
throughout Ezekiel that Israel will be regathered from a world-wide scattering and be fully restored. If these 
events happened prior to the time of Christ and the eventual scattering of Israel after 70 AD. then they would 
seem to have failed since Israel and the nations to this day do not “know” that God is the Lord. There also is 
no historic event in which all of the mentioned nations were ever involved in a joint campaign to take wealth 
from Israel.

4)Ezekiel was describing future events that have not yet, but will be fulfilled literally:

This view satisfies a plain understanding of the text at face value. It leaves no room for arbitrary assignment of 
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intent. It makes the more modern historic events regarding the middle east very significant and shows how 
God’s Word continues to be fulfilled in literal fashion. As we see the regathering of the Jews to their land and 
the mounting tension between Israel and those who hate her, we are witnessing God’s Word being played out 
from so many angles.

When we study the Word we must take it at it’s clear literal value and understand things as metaphor only 
where the text and context allow. The text and context rule the day no matter what our assumptions are. Even 
those who take a literal view must not use current events to interpret scripture rather the scripture must inter-
pret current events. We will then take a look at Ezekiel 38 and 39 from the literal standpoint and discuss the 
various views within that framework.

The three most common themes throughout Ezekiel have been:

1- God judges His own as well as the nations.
2- He will restore His people, Israel, according to His promises and that
3- He does both in order to bring glory to His name and cause His people and the nations to know that 
He is the Lord.

Like salvation, history demonstrates that God is able to use all things to the bringing about of His plans in the 
course of man’s steps:
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“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel 
from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it. Hearken unto 
me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my 
salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.”                            Isa 46:9-13 (KJV)

“The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.”                                           Prov 16:9 (NASB)

“For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY 
POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED fnTHROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.”

Rom 9:17 (NASB)

IDENTIFYING THE NATIONS OF EZEKIEL 38

“And the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of 
Magog, the fnprince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD, “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal. I will turn you 
about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, 

38:1-6
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Another one of the debated issues of these two chapters is the identity of the nations forming the coalition of 
invaders who will attempt to make war with Israel. What are the modern counterparts of these nations? All of 
these nations appear in the table of nations in Genesis 10:2-7. While the names may not be the common ones 
used today, these nations can be identified.

GOG
In context Gog is a title of the leader of this coalition - “prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal” (v.38). Gog is 
mentioned 11 times in chapters 38-39 and is therefore the major leader of this invading force. While “Gog” 
can be used as a proper name (1Chron 5:4), it is also used as a title and in this case is as he is called the “prince 
of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal” (38:2). Some make this the Antichrist but the problem with that view is that in 
Revelation 20:8 Gog appears again to lead Magog against the Lord at the end of the Millennium. But it is at 
the beginning of the Millennium that we see the Antichrist and the false prophet thrown alive into the lake of 
fire.

However we do see that Satan is released at that time in order to bring about the inspired attack by Gog and 
Magog against the Lord. So Gog then is best seen a simply a title for the chief leader used by Satan to lead up 
the people who make up Magog whose united purpose it is to come up against God’s people and take spoil 
and great plunder in this event and then to come up against the Lord Himself in the Rev 20 event at the end 
of the Millennium.

MAGOG
Magog is mentioned in the table of nations in Genesis 10:2 and constitutes the southern portion of what used 
to be republics of the Soviet Union. The area that lies between the Black and Caspian Seas and is on and north 
of the Caucasus Mountains. Many scholars including ones from antiquity like Josephus like this name to the 
ancient Scythians. Today this region is broken up into several Muslim nations: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan. Certainly the Muslim nations have plenty of motiva-
tion today to be a part of this invasion.

ROSH
Rosh has been used as a noun adjective in many modern translations to be rendered “chief prince” when many 
scholars say that the actual normal grammatical use of the Hebrew term is in the form of a proper noun. The 
NASB translates the phrasing as “Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal” making 
Rosh a region or people and not a chief leader or prince. While there is great debate about it many scholars 
believe that there is a great deal of evidence that links Rosh with Russia. Since Rosh is said to be from “the 
remotest parts of the north” (39:2), geographically Russia seems to fit the bill.

MESHECH AND TUBAL
While some try to link these with Moscow and Tobolsk, there doesn’t seem to be a true historical link. Most
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all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords;
Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Gomer with all its troops; 
Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops—many peoples with you.”
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