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As mentioned in the last session, Gog and Magog both appear again at the end of the Millennium in Revela-
tion 20. Gog as the leader of the whole campaign (both here and in Rev 20) is obviously in both cases a man 
who is greatly influenced or even infused by demonic power. We discussed how it cannot be the Antichrist 
since he is judged just prior to the Millennium and so cannot be leading at the end. However Satan, while 
bound during the Millennial reign of Christ, will be loosed at the very end to lead the uprising against The Lord 
and His people. So it is very possible that Satan himself will be the power behind the human leader used in 
both cases.

How literally do we take the description of the military means?

We see the sovereignty of God displayed in the orchestrating of these events. It is He who uses the intents of 
wicked men, Satan and demons to display His own glory. One of the items debated here is the description of 
the army and weapons. More than likely it is Ezekiel speaking in the terms of his day to describe the main point 
that the armies are of massive quantity and are armed with weaponry. Remember that this was not a vision or 
one of the occasions when he was brought to a time or place by the Holy Spirit.

So if God had spoken to him in terms of our modern weaponry, it would have been a foreign language at the 
time of the writing. This may well be a situation where we can say that the language of Ezekiel's day can be 
adapted to our day without ruining the meaning of the text in its context. Still there is room for the literal 
meaning of the description given especially when we consider the effects of EMP weapons. An electromagnetic 
pulse is generated when a nuclear device is detonated. It is possible to detonate such a weapon at altitude that 
would send out and EMP that would completely destroy the circuitry of any electronic device rendering even 
the most advanced armies equipment useless while the men would not be harmed at all. Many studies have 
been conducted as to even the U.S.’s vulnerability to such attack’s.

Another interesting thought along these lines is that this campaign will take place on the “mountains of Israel” 
and many of the nations involved have an extremely long history of being skilled with sword and horse. The 
horse may well be the best vehicle for the terrain. But it does seem unlikely that these armies would not use 
guns. Small arms would not be impacted by and EMP.

Session 29 - Ezekiel 38

THE MASSIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST ISRAEL

“And the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of 
Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD, “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal. I will turn you 
about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen,
all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords;
Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Gomer with all its troops; 
Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops—many peoples with you.” 

38:1-6
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Be prepared and prepare yourself... and be a guard for them - Tracking with modern weaponry, Russia is 
currently supplying Iran, Ethiopia, Libya and Turkey with arms. It has treaties with Iran. Many treaties, trade 
deals and alliances are being formed that are pointing to the future reality of this coalition, yet it is only the 
stage being set. The timing is set for the later years, a term that many scholars believe is synonymous with the 
end times.

The stage is the land that is restored from the sword; Israel. The sword speaks to all of the devastating blows 
that Israel underwent as a result of her rebellion against the Lord. This is again supported by the fact that the 
inhabitants, the Jews, will be gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, a reality that is continu-
ing to unfold since 1948. Also the reference is made to the land being a waste before Israel was beginning to 
be regathered back to the land.

Living securely - is an interesting phrase here that means in confidence or even a false confidence. While some 
would claim this describes Israel today, it hardly fits reality. Israel constantly live’s under the threat of attack 
and is constructing miles of fence that has entrance check-points for security. Many believe that false sense of 
security will be a condition yet to come. 

When this campaign is waged the numbers of troops involved will be like a cloud covering the land, a seem-
ingly hopeless number of foe all set on attacking Israel.

This is further evidence of the false security that will be surrounding the atmosphere of Israel. These conditions 
would require some kind of peace treaty or other kind of victory that would give them reason to feel no threats 
any longer and even get rid of gates. Some speculate that Psalm 83 portrays a smaller local campaign against 
Israel that they have victory over and that maybe it will be this event that sets Israel up for security. Author Bill 
Salus makes a compelling case for this in his two books, “Israelestine” and “Psalm 83 - the missing prophecy 
revealed.”

Session 29 - Ezekiel 38

“Be prepared, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and be 
a guard for them. After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the 
land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the 
mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the 
nations, and they are living securely, all of them. You will go up, you will come like a storm; you will be 
like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with you.”” 

38:7-9

“‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It will come about on that day, that thoughts will come into your mind 
and you will devise an evil plan, and you will say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I 
will go against those who are at rest, that live securely, all of them living without walls and having no 
bars or gates,” 

38:10-11
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To capture spoil and to seize plunder - Israel’s wealth continues to grow. Today there are more than 6,600 
millionaires whose assets total more than $24 billion. There are trillions in rich mineral deposits in the dead 
sea and more recent discoveries that show the gas deposits in the earth under Israel’s feet are estimated to be 
worth $6 billion. Additionally Givot Olam, a fuel exploration company has found an oil deposit that may 
include an estimated billion barrels of oil.

Not only are these forces coming for the spoil but they are against the people who are gathered from the 
nations; the Jews. It is an historic, Satanically inspired hatred. And notice how God calls the land the center 
of the world. How can a land and a people that many would say are irrelevant in God’s plan for the future be 
called the center of the world by God Himself? Israel will indeed be the cup of trembling that the Lord has fore-
told (Zech 12).

Interestingly enough, Saudi Arabia (Sheba and Dedan) is one of the Arab nations not allied with Russia. Saudi 
Arabia is Islamic and desires to have Sharia implemented globally, but the nation is heavily involved with the 
western nations in commerce and apparently decides to take a position of neutrality on this campaign, but 
there are no sidelines with God. We have discussed Tarshish before to be probably Spain but could be 
England. Either way Tarshish here is described as having lots of villages. Many think that this is speaking of 
many nations and could possibly be referring to the E.U. and western powers. Again Tarshish is associated 
with merchants and trade.

In combination to the time reference, on that day, God says when my people Israel are living securely. This is 
a very important detail for understanding when in the order of future events this event will take place. In Hosea 
the Lord gives a pattern for Israel’s future that seems to indicate a time when God would turn His face away

Session 29 - Ezekiel 38

“To capture spoil and to seize plunder, to turn your hand against the waste places which are now 
inhabited, and against the people who are gathered from the nations, who have acquired cattle and 
goods, who live at the center of the world.” 

38:12

THE MOTIVE

“Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all its villages will say to you, ‘Have you come 
to capture spoil? Have you assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to 
take away cattle and goods, to capture great spoil?’”’

38:13

“Therefore prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “On that day when My 
people Israel are living securely, will you not know it? You will come from your place out of the remote 
parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly and 
a mighty army; and you will come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the land. It shall 
come about in the last days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me 
when I am sanctified through you before their eyes, O Gog.”

38:14-16

PASSIVE POLITICS
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from His people but then turn it back again:

This prophecy at first seems a bit schizophrenic, but it really portrays what we have been looking at in Ezekiel 
as the overall historic view of Israel. Israel became “not my people” when God scattered them to the nations 
as a result of their rejecting Christ as their Messiah. Even though they have become a nation on the world’s 
scene after 2,000 years of being scattered, they are regathered but in unbelief and therefore still “not my 
people” Yet as we have learned in Ezekiel and reflecting on the New Covenant, they are regathered for the even-
tual purpose of becoming the “sons of the living God.”

This can only happen when the Holy Spirit is poured out on the remnant of regathered Israel and when God 
applies the New Covenant to them all, as we have previously discussed. According to Hosea it is in conjunction 
with them appointing one leader for themselves as in “David” or Jesus when He returns and delivers them. So 
when we think of Israel today they are still in the condition of “not my people” Who are the people of God?
The church. But the church is not one nation or distinct people group and so we are not called Israel, rather 
the church is grafted into the salvation promises given to Israel (Rom 11; Eph 3).

So it would seem that here in the prophecy given to Ezekiel Israel is now again in the state of being called “my 
people Israel” which would indicate that it is in conjunction with the timing soon to the return of Christ when 
God’s focus is back on the nation. It would seem strange for God to be calling Israel “my people” if the church 
who is “my people” is still a factor on the world’s scene. Is it possible then, as many scholars suggest, that 
these things will happen after the church is with the Lord?

Session 29 - Ezekiel 38

“Thus says the Lord GOD, “Are you the one of whom I spoke in former days through My servants the 
prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for many years that I would bring you against them?”

38:17

“So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. And the LORD said to 
him, “Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I 
will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel. 
Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I 
will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive them. But I will have compassion on 
the house of Judah and deliver them by the LORD their God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses 
or horsemen.” When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the LORD said, 
“Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God.”Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be 
like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place where it is said to them, “You are 
not My people,” It will be said to them,  “You are the sons of the living God.”and the sons of Judah and the sons of 
Israel will be gathered together, and they will appoint for themselves one leader, and they will go up from the land, 
for great will be the day of Jezreel.”                                                                                              Hos 1:3-11 (NASB)
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At the time of Ezekiel's writing prophesies concerning this leader and armies form the north were already 
spoken of earlier by other prophets of God (Joel 3:9-17; Am 5:11-12; Zeph 3:8).

The remaining verse in chapter 38 and the description of the aftermath given in 39 have given rise to many 
views concerning where this campaign will fit into end-time events as laid out in scripture. We will save that 
conversation for the end of chapter 39. Here we will point out the distinctions given in the last verse of 38.

The text says that there will be great earthquake; where? In the land of Israel. It is important to note that this 
will be an event that will bring attention to the reality of the God of Israel by all of creation which will shake at 
God’s presence. The event will not be ignored or easily explained away, it instead will cause men to shake with 
fear. It is very important to remember the focus of the judgement and the location. So when it says that the 
mountains will be thrown down and the steep pathways will collapse, it is referring to the mountains of Israel 
that are now being swarmed by the invaders. While the result is that men global will “shake” at His presence 
that doesn’t mean that the earthquake and mountains falling down are global.

This army comes from the North and their demise is met on the mountains, not the plains or valleys as in 
Armageddon. The earthquake will cause confusion and the armies will begin to fight each other. Again notice 
that the torrential rain of hailstones, fire and brimstone is localized and focused on this particular coalition of 
invading forces, not the world. Finally here God will magnify and sanctify Himself, making Himself known in 
the sight of many nations. Both here and the end of 39 seem to indicate that this event will result in the nations 
knowing that it is the Lord who has done this. Israel will know that the Lord is their God from that day 
forward. This is one of the most important details concerning where to place this event in the end times 
events. We will continue to discuss as we go through chapter 39.

Session 29 - Ezekiel 38

“It will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of Israel,” declares the Lord GOD, 
“that My fury will mount up in My anger. In My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that 
day there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish of the sea, the birds of the 
heavens, the beasts of the field, all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who 
are on the face of the earth will shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the 
steep pathways will collapse and every wall will fall to the ground.”

38:18-20

“I will call for a sword against him on all My mountains,” declares the Lord GOD. “Every man’s 
sword will be against his brother. With pestilence and with blood I will enter into judgment with him; 
and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, 
with hailstones, fire and brimstone. I will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself known in 
the sight of many nations; and they will know that I am the LORD.”’

38:21-23

GODS WRATH AGAINST GOG AND HIS ARMIES


