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Of all of the battles spoken of in the Bible, this is the only one that includes the “clean up” procedures after it 
is done. I will...bring you against the mountains of Israel - This detail may be one important clue in determin-
ing it’s distinction from the final battle of Armageddon. That final end - times battle has the valley of Zezreel 
as it’s stage and is surrounded by mountains all around including MT Megiddo. Yet the mountains of Israel 
has a broad range which includes Mt. Megiddo at the north end all the way past Jerusalem which is 60 mi. 
South. So while there can be a distinction made between mountains and a great plain, the text is not specific 
in defining exactly which mountains are the epicenter of this battle. So while this is an important detail
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THE MASSIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST ISRAEL - DEFEATED

“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am 
against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal; and I will turn you around, drive you on, take 
you up from the remotest parts of the north and bring you against the mountains of Israel. I will strike 
your bow from your left hand and dash down your arrows from your right hand. You will fall on the 
mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you as food 
to every kind of predatory bird and beast of the field. You will fall on the open field; for it is I who have 
spoken,” declares the Lord GOD.” 

39:1-5
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it cannot be the only feature used in determining the distinctions of this campaign. I will strike your bow from 
your left hand and dash down your arrows from your right hand - Another detail given here is the disarming 
of the invaders by the Lord. This description could fit either modern weaponry or could be very literal. More 
than likely it is modern weaponry in which case arrows would depict missiles and rockets with the bow being 
the vehicles from which they are launched just as a bow launches an arrow.

I will give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and beast of the field - Another detail given that is 
similar to the events described in Revelation (Rev 19). Chapter 38 described large hailstones along with fire 
and brimstone falling upon the gathered armies. There campaign is met with total slaughter with their bodies 
laid open all over the landscape.

Those who inhabit the coast lands in safety are other than the invading forces. Coast lands - is used for either 
islands or countries and may be referring to those who while may not be an actual physical part of this cam-
paign do support it or at least do not defend Israel. Some scholars today would say that this may include 
countries such as the United States and the E.U. or at least some of its nations. Any time that a country or 
countries involve themselves with the politics of Israel, they are involving themselves with His land, His people 
and His reputation.

What makes this campaign hard to distinguish from the Megiddo campaign is that both will bring about this 
final result of mankind knowing that God is the Lord. Additionally here the Lord says that this is “the day of 
which I have spoken” implying the Day of the Lord.

Apparently there is enough equipment left by the invading armies to supply Israel with energy for seven years. 
This would seem hard to imagine if it were only bows and arrows, swords and shields however the text does 
include the people not needing to take wood from the field or forests. Some scholars feel that only nuclear fuel 
could meet this description. The next detail given by Ezekiel would seem to support this idea.
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“And I will send fire upon Magog and those who inhabit the coastlands in safety; and they will know 
that I am the LORD.” 

39:6

““My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I will not let My holy name 
be profaned anymore. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Behold, 
it is coming and it shall be done,” declares the Lord GOD. “That is the day of which I have spoken.””

39:7-8

“Then those who inhabit the cities of Israel will go out and make fires with the weapons and burn 
them, both shields and bucklers, bows and arrows, war clubs and spears, and for seven years they will 
make fires of them. They will not take wood from the field or gather firewood from the forests, for 
they will make fires with the weapons; and they will take the spoil of those who despoiled them and 
seize the plunder of those who plundered them,” declares the Lord GOD.”

39:9-10
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Hamon-gog - meaning “multitude of Gog”. They will be piled up east of the Mediterranean Sea.
Seven months - The amount of bodies will be so great that it will take seven months before they are properly 
buried. Some commentators note that it seems as though there are “professional” body burial crews associ-
ated with the clean up. Note that the average passer by in Israel will simply “mark out” human remains, but 
the hired crews will be those that actually bury the remains properly. This is similar to the recorded procedures 
in place for the proper “cleansing” of an area impacted by a nuclear bomb where radiation is involved. Still it 
may be that the final proper disposal must be done with the proper “Jewish” cleansing and so that is what may 
be in mind here.

Another way that the Lord arranges for the bodies to be disposed of is through the gathering of birds and 
beasts to forage on the human remains. Yet another event similar to what is described in Revelation (19:21). 
Since the birds and beasts will be glutted with the flesh of horses and charioteers, it would seem that under-
standing the armies to be on horses would be the correct understanding of the account given. They cannot eat 
tanks and armored vehicles.

Additionally we see that Ezekiel says that the slain will include mighty men and the princes of the earth - 
another detail that parallels with Revelation 19:17-21. The difference in the Revelation account is motive; they 
have come along with the Antichrist specifically to make war against the return of Christ, not to take spoil and 
plunder from Israel.
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“On that day I will give Gog a burial ground there in Israel, the valley of those who pass by east of the 
sea, and it will block off those who would pass by. So they will bury Gog there with all his horde, and 
they will call it the valley of Hamon-gog. For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in 
order to cleanse the land. Even all the people of the land will bury them; and it will be to their renown 
on the day that I glorify Myself,” declares the Lord GOD. They will set apart men who will constantly 
pass through the land, burying those who were passing through, even those left on the surface of the 
ground, in order to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will make a search. As those who pass 
through the land pass through and anyone sees a man’s bone, then he will set up a marker by it until 
the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. And even the name of the city will be Hamonah. 
So they will cleanse the land.”’

39:11-16

“As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Speak to every kind of bird and to every beast of 
the field, “Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for 
you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood. You will 
eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, as though they were rams, 
lambs, goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan. So you will eat fat until you are glutted, and 
drink blood until you are drunk, from My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. You will be glutted 
at My table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all the men of war,” declares the Lord 
GOD.”’

39:17-20
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The result will include that the glory of God will be seen by the nations and known by Israel. And the house of 
Israel will know that I am the LORD their God from that day onward - This is the final aspect of the valley 
of the dry bones vision given to Ezekiel where the breath of the Holy Spirit is breathed into the regathered rem-
nant to bring new life to what was a corpse. The Lord proclaims that the nations will be able to recognize 
Israel’s history, rebellion and judgement. Part of this recognition will be the purpose of God to deal with His 
own in loving discipline. They will also recognize that the Lord is faithful to His promises in spite of the human 
condition.

This can also parallel to the events in the second part of Daniel’s 70th week know as the time of Jacobs's 
trouble when not only will the remnant of Israel be saved, but a multitude of Gentiles will come to Christ as 
well.

This can only be one event; the application of the New Covenant, in it’s entirety, to the surviving remnant of 
Israel (Zech 12:10-13:9; Jer 31:31-37; Rom 11:25-27; etc.). At this point they will be dwelling on the land not 
with a false safety, but securely on their own land with no one to make them afraid. While it is Gog and 
Magog that launch another rebellion against the Lord and Israel at the end of the Millennium (Rev 20:7-10), 
the primary distinctive between that event and this one is that Israel will be completely redeemed and in 
perfect fellowship with the Lord during His reign. Additionally that rebellion will result in the heavens and the 
earth passing away to give way to the great white throne judgement (Rev 20:11-14) 
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“And I will set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment which I have 
executed and My hand which I have laid on them. And the house of Israel will know that I am the 
LORD their God from that day onward. The nations will know that the house of Israel went into exile 
for their iniquity because they acted treacherously against Me, and I hid My face from them; so I gave 
them into the hand of their adversaries, and all of them fell by the sword. According to their unclean-
ness and according to their transgressions I dealt with them, and I hid My face from them.”’”

39:21-24

“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the 
whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name. They will forget their disgrace and all 
their treachery which they perpetrated against Me, when they live securely on their own land with no 
one to make them afraid. When I bring them back from the peoples and gather them from the lands of 
their enemies, then I shall be sanctified through them in the sight of the many nations. Then they will 
know that I am the LORD their God because I made them go into exile among the nations, and then 
gathered them again to their own land; and I will leave none of them there any longer. I will not hide 
My face from them any longer, for I will have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,” declares 
the Lord GOD.”

39:25-29
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The most important thing to be said about these events is that they will happen. No matter how the best 
“experts” reach their conclusions it is important to remember that humanity is flawed. What God writes down 
in His Word always stands true and is fulfilled as He has written it, even if before hand it may be hard to figure 
out. That being said there are several main points to consider that we have learned from these two chapters.

First are the pre-conditions:

1 - These events will take place in “the last days” - the very last days prior to the day of the Lord.

2 - This event clearly has never happened in the history of Israel - so it is yet to come

3 - Israel has to be in the land in order for this campaign take place (only possible since 1948)

4 - Israel must have a sense of security strong enough to remove gates and walls.

5 - The coalition of nations must be in place.

The Results:

1 - All of Israel will be saved and they will never not know the Lord beyond this point.

2 - The nations will recognize the God of Israel (doesn’t necessarily mean they worship Him)

3 - Israel will have true safety with no more fear of enemies

4 - Weapons for energy for 7 years

5 - Bodies buried for 7 months

These are the pre-conditions clearly given in the text. But what do we do with the sequencing of this prophetic 
event in light of the end times? Since they clearly are given as something that will in deed take place many views 
have emerged as to when. These options are as follows (and there may be others):

1 - Before the Rapture and the Tribulation 
2 - After the Rapture but before the Tribulation
3 - In the first half of the 70th week of Daniel (prior to the Great Tribulation)
4 - Between the Tribulation and the Millennium
5 - At the beginning of the Millennium
6 - At the end of the Millennium
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THE TIMING?


