
Page 1

Following all of the judgements, battles and proclamations of Israel’s restoration, chapters 40 thru 48 of 
Ezekiel provide the most detailed description of the Millennium found in scripture. While the Millennium will 
be a time of blessing for the whole earth, God’s chosen nation has specific promises made to her that will be 
realized during this time.

As Ezekiel describes this future reality for Israel we are reminded once again that he is personally brought to 
Jerusalem by the Holy Spirit to be an eyewitness (vv.2-4) to what will eventually take place in Israel. Like the 
rest of Ezekiel’s prophetic announcements, there is nothing given in the text that would allow for an allegorical 
view of what he describes, so we will view what is written as literal, historic events yet to take place. This literal 
and future promise is described in three detailed sections;

 1) The New Temple - 40:1-43:12
 2) The New Worship - 43:13 - 46:24
 3) The New Land Allotment - 47:1 - 48:35

The subject of the Millennium is found all throughout scripture. As we have seen this is based on four uncondi-
tional covenants God made with Israel as His chosen nation. Ultimately the fulfillment of these covenants 
brings glory to God and specifically to Jesus Christ who will be the central focus of the Millennium. Israel’s 
restoration is based on:

 1) The New Covenant and the regeneration of Israel  - Called such in Jer. 31:31-34, the promises of this 
covenant are also seen later Jeremiah 50: 19-20 where Israel’s sins will be no longer found. Isaiah 44:1-5 and 
Ezekiel 36:25-27 clearly lay out that as the Jewish nation is regenerated they will be given new hearts full of the 
knowledge of God and without sin, being able to walk in perfect harmony with the commandments of God. 
This theme is also found in the minor prophets such as Hosea, Joel, Micah and Zephaniah. And of course we 
have looked at Romans 11:25-27 and discussed Paul’s insight through the Holy Spirit of the restoration of 
Israel.

 2)  The Land Covenant and the regathering of Israel - In Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 this covenant begins 
with a distinction from the Mosaic Covenant. Along with the new spiritual life of Israel is the major theme of 
the regathering of the people from all over the earth. The first world-wide regathering (as we have seen 
described in Ezekiel up to this point ) is for the purpose of bringing Israel into judgement. But the second 
world-wide regathering will be in faith and for the Millennial blessings (Isaiah 11:11-12:6; 43:5-7; Jer 
16:14-15; 23 :3-4, 7-8; Ezek 11:14-18). Again the minor prophets speak also to this regathering (Amos 
9:14-15; Zeph 3:18-20; Zech 10:8-12). Additionally this regathering is described in Matthew 24:31 and 
Mark 13:27. 

 3)  The Abrahamic Covenant and the full possession of the land - The Abrahamic Covenant is given in 
Gen 12:1-3, 7; 13:14-17; 15:12-21 to Abraham. It was reconfirmed to Isaac in Gen 26:2-5 and then to Jacob 
in Gen 28:13-15. This not only had implications for the seed of Abraham but also for Abraham, Isaac and 
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Jacob directly. They will need to be resurrected for that to take place. Daniel 12:2 speaks of this future 
resurrection of the faithful of Israel from before the time of the church. In addition to Israel taking full 
possession of all that has been promised to them, the land will be fruitful and blessed as well. This promise of 
land possession and fertility is put forth in the law (Lev 26:40-45).  Isaiah 27:12 describes the land extending 
from the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt.

Isaiah 30:23-26 speaks to the fertility of the land and in Isaiah 35:1-2 even the dessert will blossom and rejoice.
Isaiah 65:21-24 talks of the secure nature of the things produced in the land. No enemy will threaten to 
remove a spoil and plunder from Israel. Jeremiah speaks to the blessing of the land (31:1-6). We have seen that 
Ezekiel was given much insight into the fruitfulness of the land as well.  Joel speaks about the land possession 
(2:18-27) and its abundance of water (3:18). Amos also speaks of the land’s productivity (9:13).

4)  The Davidic Covenant and David’s throne - As Ezekiel has made reference to “my servant David will be 
King over them” he is drawing from this covenant which is found in 2 Samuel 7:11b-16 and in 2 Chronicles 
17:10b-14. This covenant promised an eternal throne, dynasty, kingdom and person, all of which are fulfilled 
in the eternal One who is also the seed of David. Psalm 89 speaks to this oath which is based on the character 
of God. Psalm 2, 45 and 110 speak of this covenant. Isaiah 9:6-7 speak of both a child born and a Son given; 
a reference to the promised one of the Davidic dynasty upon whose shoulders the government of the world will 
rest. The same government established as Daniel describes in Dan 2:44-45.

Mary is told by Gabriel that her Son will rule on David’s throne and that His kingdom and throne will have no 
end (Luke 1:32-35). Jesus includes in His model of prayer to pray for His kingdom to come and in Acts chapter 
1 we see that the disciples were eagerly looking for the kingdom of Christ to be fulfilled in Israel. Additionally 
Philippians speaks to the fact that every knee will bow (2:6-11) to Christ and in Revelation we see the 
fulfillment of the promise of Him ruling wit a rod of iron fulfilled.

Some Other Characteristics of Israel During the Millennium

Respected and Served by the Gentile Nations - Gentiles, as well as angels, will be instrumental in bringing 
Jews back to the land (Isa 14:1-2). Israel will never be shamed by the Gentile nations again (Isa 49:22-23). All 
of this will be attributed to the glory of God that will be present in Israel (Isa 60:1-3). The Gentiles will help 
them build their cities, tend to their flocks and plow the fields while Israel teaches them the Word of God (Isa 
61:4-9). Micah 7:14-17 also speaks to these same things.

Gentile focus on Israel is spoken of in Zephaniah 3:20 and Zechariah 8:23 reveals that each Jew will have 10 
Gentiles grasping his garments asking to be taken to see the God of Israel. Dr Arnold Fruchtenbaum points out 
that “in the past when ten Gentiles grabbed the clothes of a Jew, it was for other reasons...” (Israelology: the 
missing link in systematic theology pg 808). The nations will come to worship Jesus in the temple.

Israel Over the Gentile Nations - Deuteronomy 15:6 and 28:13 point out that the Gentile nations would be 
subject to Israel as a result of her obedience to God. She was to be in the role of being presenter of the light to 
the 
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nations. Isaiah 14:1-2; 49:22-23; 61:6-7 speaks to the fact that the Gentile nations will serve the Jews as they 
recognize the special favor God has established toward Israel.

Israel will be Characterized by Righteousness and True Peace - Israel will be of the true nature and character 
of the holiness that god had always intended. As a result Isaiah speaks of the peace (Isa 32:16-20), security, 
joy and gladness (Isa 35:5-10; 51:3; 55:12-13) that will be experienced by both men and nature during the 
Millennium.

General Characteristics of the Millennium - The creation itself will experience physical changes (Zech 4:9,10; 
Isa 35:1-10), the curse will be lifted (not completely abolished) (Isa 11:6-9) resulting in the creation 
experiencing redemption (Rom 8:20-22) and the whole earth, not just Israel, will have the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ the Lord (Isa 11:9; Hab 2:14). However the Millennium is distinct from the eternal state which will 
include a new heavens and new earth (Isa 65:17; 66:22; 2Pe 3:13; Rev 21:1).

The Millennium still has death and sin (Isa 65; Rev 20:7-10). Death will be for unbelievers only as there is no 
mention of a resurrection for Millennial saints. Tribulation saints will complete what is called the “first 
resurrection” (Rev 20:4-6). As we have said before there will be no Jewish unbelievers during this time 
according to Jeremiah 31:31-34. Private property and it’s husbandry will be a part of the Millennium (Mic 
4:15) and the land will be fruitful (Amos 9:13). In eternity land ownership and it’s cultivation will not be 
necessary. Sin will be judged immediately under the rule of Christ and His saints (Isa 11:1-16) but no sin will 
be present in the eternal state.

The temple in Ezekiel’s vision is given a very detailed description. We will see that all of the nations will worship 
there, that the offerings and sacrifices will resume (not all) and that it will be open only on the Sabbath and 
New Moons.
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The temple described by Ezekiel brings about the question of what temple it is. The proposals have been that 
it is historic (to the time), that it is the second temple (up to the time of Jesus), that it is an allegory or that it 
applies to the church. 

This vision takes place in 573 B.C. in Nisan where the 10th day is the beginning of preparation for Passover. 
Just like in 1:1 - 3:27 ; 8-11 and 37:1-14, Ezekiel is given a vision, not a dream. These things are to be taken 
literally as they are directly seen as the visions of God so there can be no fantasy ascribed to what Ezekiel is 
shown. Here we see the direct reference to the land of Israel relating to all who read that this is to be 
understood as national, geographic Israel. We then see a very high mountain that is not named but will most 
likely be Zion (Ezek 17:22, 20:40; Is 2:2; Mic 4;1) and it will be lifted up by a great earthquake (Zec 14:4,5,10). 
The line of flax was used for longer measurements and the measuring rod for shorter.

While this occasion is called a vision, it is none the less very real as Ezekiel will record what he personally sees 
and hears. The angel makes sure to point out that Ezekiel has been brought to this future scene so that he may 
personally make note of every detail. And the purpose of such declaration is that the whole house of Israel will 
be able to see their future.

The temple - In 1Kings chapters 6 and 7 Solomon’s temple is described. Obviously this is not that temple. 
Additionally it cannot be Zerubbabel’s (Herod expanded) temple at the time of Christ because in context this 
temple makes its appearance after the events of Ezekiel 38 and 39 which will result in all of Israel walking with 
God with Jesus as their King. Additionally the glory of God was not present in Zerubbabel’s temple. It is also 
not the final eternal temple of Revelation 21:22 because in that case God and the Lamb are the temple.
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A MAN WITH A MEASURING ROD

“In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month, in the 
fourteenth year after the city was taken, on that same day the hand of the LORD was upon me and 
He brought me there. In the visions of God He brought me into the land of Israel and set me on a very 
high mountain, and on it to the south there was a structure like a city. So He brought me there; and 
behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze, with a line of flax and 
a measuring rod in his hand; and he was standing in the gateway.”

40:1-3

“The man said to me, “Son of man, see with your eyes, hear with your ears, and give attention to all 
that I am going to show you; for you have been brought here in order to show it to you. Declare to the 
house of Israel all that you see.”

40:4

THE OUTER COURT (40:5-27)

“And behold, there was a wall on the outside of the temple all around, and in the man’s hand was a 
measuring rod of six cubits, each of which was a cubit and a handbreadth. So he measured the thick-
ness of the wall, one rod; and the height, one rod.”

40:5
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Six cubits - The standard cubit was 18” and in this case we see a cubit and a handbreadth being used as what 
defines this cubit also known as the long cubit; so 21” six of which are about 10.5ft. So the thickness and 
height are each about 10.5’

The east gate is the most sacred. It is the gate through which the glory of God had departed Israel (Ezek 11:23) 
and it will be the gate through which it will return (Ezek 43:1,2).
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“Then he went to the gate which faced east, went up its steps and measured the threshold of the gate, 
one rod in width; and the other threshold was one rod in width.”

40:6

“The guardroom was one rod long and one rod wide; and there were five cubits between the guard-
rooms. And the threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate facing inward was one rod. Then he 
measured the porch of the gate facing inward, one rod. He measured the porch of the gate, eight 
cubits; and its side pillars, two cubits. And the porch of the gate was faced inward. The guardrooms of 
the gate toward the east numbered three on each side; the three of them had the same measurement. 
The side pillars also had the same measurement on each side. And he measured the width of the 
gateway, ten cubits, and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits. There was a barrier wall one cubit 
wide in front of the guardrooms on each side; and the guardrooms were six cubits square on each side. 
He measured the gate from the roof of the one guardroom to the roof of the other, a width of twenty-
five cubits from one door to the door opposite. He made the side pillars sixty cubits high; the gate 
 extended round about to the side pillar of the courtyard. From the front of the entrance gate to the
 front of the inner porch of the gate was fifty cubits. There were  shuttered windows looking toward the
 guardrooms, and toward their side pillars within the gate all around, and likewise for the porches. And
 there were windows all around inside; and on each side pillar were palm tree ornaments.”

40:7-16

THE EAST GATE
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Palm trees are symbolic of beauty, salvation and triumph (Zech 14:16; Rev 7:9).
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“Then he brought me into the outer court, and behold, there were chambers and a pavement made for 
the court all around; thirty chambers faced the pavement. The pavement (that is, the lower pavement) 
was by the side of the gates, corresponding to the length of the gates. Then he measured the width 
from the front of the lower gate to the front of the exterior of the inner court, a hundred cubits on the 
east and on the north. As for the gate of the outer court which faced the north, he measured its length 
and its width. It had three guardrooms on each side; and its side pillars and its porches had the same 
measurement as the first gate. Its length was fifty cubits and the width twenty-five cubits. Its windows 
and its porches and its palm tree ornaments had the same measurements as the gate which faced 
toward the east; and it was reached by seven steps, and its porch was in front of them. The inner court 
had a gate opposite the gate on the north as well as the gate on the east; and he measured a hundred 
cubits from gate to gate. Then he led me toward the south, and behold, there was a gate toward the 
south; and he measured its side pillars and its porches according to those same measurements. The 
gate and its porches had windows all around like those other windows; the length was fifty cubits and 
the width twenty-five cubits. There were seven steps going up to it, and its porches were in front of 
them; and it had palm tree ornaments on its side pillars, one on each side.The inner court had a gate 
toward the south; and he measured from gate to gate toward the south, a hundred cubits.”

40:17-27
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