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Session 31 - Ezekiel 40:28-41:11

“Then he brought me to the inner court by the south gate; and he measured the south gate according 
to those same measurements. Its guardrooms also, its side pillars and its porches were according to 
those same measurements. And the gate and its porches had windows all around; it was fifty cubits 
long and twenty-five cubits wide. There were porches all around, twenty-five cubits long and five cubits 
wide. Its porches were toward the outer court; and palm tree ornaments were on its side pillars, and 
its stairway had eight steps.”

40:28-31

OUTER
COURT

THE THREE GATES OF THE INNER COURT (40:28-37)
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“He brought me into the inner court toward the east. And he measured the gate according to those 
same measurements. Its guardrooms also, its side pillars and its porches were according to those same 
measurements. And the gate and its porches had windows all around; it was fifty cubits long and 
twenty-five cubits wide. Its porches were toward the outer court; and palm tree ornaments were on its 
side pillars, on each side, and its stairway had eight steps. Then he brought me to the north gate; and 
he measured it according to those same measurements, with its guardrooms, its side pillars and its 
porches. And the gate had windows all around; the length was fifty cubits and the width twenty-five 
cubits. Its side pillars were toward the outer court; and palm tree ornaments were on its side pillars on 
each side, and its stairway had eight steps.”

40:32-37

SACRIFICES IN THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM (40:38-47)

Not Intended for Salvation (ever)

Theocratic Rule of Jesus and Israel’s Perfection

One of the most debated issues of Ezekiel’s temple is the presence of sacrificial worship in the presence of 
Christ. If  Christ said “it is finished” on the cross and the New Testament clearly teaches that the Law Covenant 
was fulfilled and then made obsolete through the work of Jesus on the cross, it would seem almost 
blasphemous to reinstate a sacrificial form of worship in His presence as King on earth.

As we have been studying Ezekiel the pattern has been set for real events to be taken literally in history. While 
many events have been fulfilled many have not. But no where have we seen any direction to take what has been 
determined as figurative or allegorical, rather all of the visions given to Ezekiel have been presented in clear, 
descriptive language that can only leave us with the literal understanding of its meaning otherwise all of the 
extreme detail would be arbitrary. Chapters 38 and 39 presented a war campaign against Israel that cannot 
be found on the pages of history to this day and yet describe very real events that will take place in which the 
Lord will demonstrate to Israel and the world that He is the Lord.

These chapters end with the promise of the restoration of Israel with the full application of the New Covenant 
to the whole of the nation (39:25-29). The temple chapters follow this and provide precise detailed 
descriptions of a future temple that includes a sacrificial worship system. Like the temple description, there is 
nothing in the text that would allow for an allegorical explanation, otherwise all of the details would again 
become arbitrary. The argument against a literal understanding of the Millennial sacrificial system usually 
hinges on the purpose of it and its roots.

Hebrews 10:4 clearly states that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” The 
author further goes on to explain that the whole sacrificial system was merely a shadow of things to come. The 
purpose was to demonstrate a visual picture of what the Messiah would do (Isa 53:10-12). In communion, 
the church takes of the bread and wine in remembrance of what Jesus did on the cross for our sins, but the act 
itself doesn’t offer forgiveness of sin.

While the sacrificial system never amounted to any individual’s salvation or spiritual transformation, it’s 
intention was not only to teach of Christ’s sacrifice but also to establish God’s theocratic authority over the 
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nation. Such will be the case not only for Israel during the Millennium, but also for all of the nations. The 
testimony of restored Israel concerning Jesus the Christ during the Millennium will be perfect and while 
observing the sacrifices as worship they will teach all who come to observe them about their Messiah. Paul says 
in Romans 3:2 that the Jews had the advantage of being “entrusted with the oracles of God”. Yet as the author 
of Hebrews points out that while every Jew should have fully trusted in Christ, because of their hardness of 
heart they needed “again” for someone to teach them “the elementary principles of the oracles of God,...”(Heb 5:12). 
In the Millennium the sacrificial system will be a tool that the Jews will use to teach the Gentile nations about 
Christ.

The New Covenant given in Jeremiah 31 clearly states that the condition of all of Israel will be that they no 
longer will have need to be taught to know the Lord:

It will be the first time in the history of national historic Israel that they will properly link the picture and 
purpose of the sacrificial system with the meaning of it and point all to Jesus who is the Savior and King of all 
mankind. Additionally they will not observe the sacrificial system in an imperfect way. All worship will be pure 
in its intent, ceremony and understanding. They will be perfectly protected and preserved throughout the 
Millennium because there will be no impure observation of the system of worship that the King has put in 
place. Under the Mosaic system, Israel failed repeatedly in both the physical adherence to observe the 
sacrificial system and the understanding its true intent.

The Millennial system of sacrificial worship is based on the New Covenant and not the reinstituting of the 
Mosaic Covenant and is therefore distinct. Under the Mosaic Covenant, the sacrificial system was observed 
under the obscurity of man’s understanding while for Israel and those who believe during  the Millennium it 
will be observed with full belief and understanding as it celebrates Jesus and His completed work on the cross 
for transgression. Since Jesus shed His blood once for all, the sacrificial system will serve as a vivid picture of 
what He did and will be an instrument of exposing the hearts of the nations.

Remember that “the blood” has always been an offense to those who are unbelieving, and there will be those 
yet in the natural state during the Millennium who will be in rebellion as Revelation 20:7-9 make clear. Yet it is 
the blood of Christ that washes away sin and is the basis for the whole Millennial reign so it seems fitting to 
have as part of ceremonial worship a vivid reminder of what Jesus did on the cross to accomplish the salvation 
of sinners and to turn back in large part the effects of the curse on creation. The ceremonial blood observed 
in worship during the Millennium will be a visual catalyst to the worship of the present Christ for those who 
know and love Him.

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and 
on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” (vv. 31-34)

Based On The New Covenant, Not The Mosaic Covenant

For The Sake Of Justice
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The sacrificial system of worship during the Millennium observed with Jesus Christ physically present will be an 
intimate time of worship and reflection with absolutely nothing to obscure its true intent which is to teach all 
who observe it of the very real cost that Jesus endured for man’s salvation. With Satan bound and demonic 
activity chained, the only evil that will be present on earth during the Millennial reign of Christ will be what 
remains in the hearts of rebellious, natural man; those who don’t believe that is. So from a standpoint of 
justice, the bloodshed in the ceremonial worship of Jesus is necessary as it will be a picture of the adoration 
that the redeemed have for the Saviors work and yet be offensive to the rebellious.

“A chamber with its doorway was by the side pillars at the gates; there they rinse the burnt offering. 
In the porch of the gate were two tables on each side, on which to slaughter the burnt offering, the sin 
offering and the guilt offering. On the outer side, as one went up to the gateway toward the north, 
were two tables; and on the other side of the porch of the gate were two tables. Four tables were on 
each side next to the gate; or, eight tables on which they slaughter sacrifices. For the burnt offering 
there were four tables of hewn stone, a cubit and a half long, a cubit and a half wide and one cubit 
high, on which they lay the instruments with which they slaughter the burnt offering and the sacrifice. 
The double hooks, one handbreadth in length, were installed in the house all around; and on the tables 
was the flesh of the offering.”

40:38-43

OUTER
COURT
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The burnt, sin and guilt offerings can be studied in Leviticus (burnt - 1:1-17; 6:8-13  sin - 4:1-35; 6:24-30
guilt - 5:1-6:7; 7:1-10) Isaiah 56:7; 66:20-23 and Jeremiah 33:18 additionally confirm the burnt (and grain) 
offerings during the Millennium.

Once again the detail provided concerning proper names serves as proof that this is literal in its intent. The Old 
Testament Levitical priesthood descended from Levi, Aaron, Eleazar, and Phinehas (1Ch 6:3-8). In Numbers 
25:10-13 we read:

In 1Samuel chapters 1 and 2 we read of the unfaithfulness of Eli and in 1Kings 1:32-40 we read of the 
faithfulness that Zadok showed toward David and Solomon. The Lord will extend to his sons the role of priests 
in the Millennial kingdom.

“From the outside to the inner gate were chambers for the singers in the inner court, one of which was 
at the side of the north gate, with its front toward the south, and one at the side of the south gate 
facing toward the north. He said to me, “This is the chamber which faces toward the south, intended 
for the priests who keep charge of the temple; but the chamber which faces toward the north is for the 
priests who keep charge of the altar. These are the sons of Zadok, who from the sons of Levi come 
near to the LORD to minister to Him.””

40:44-46

“Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My 
wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel 
in My jealousy. Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give him My covenant of peace; and it shall be for him and his descendants after 
him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons of Israel.’”” 

OUTER
COURT
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Before the temple was the altar upon which the offerings are placed. The porch of the temple here is similar to 
the porch of Solomon’s temple.

The precise measurements given for the sanctuary or holy place of the temple proper are different compared 
to Solomon’s temple in 1Kings chapters 6 and 7.

“He measured the court, a perfect square, a hundred cubits long and a hundred cubits wide; and the 
altar was in front of the temple. Then he brought me to the porch of the temple and measured each 
side pillar of the porch, five cubits on each side; and the width of the gate was three cubits on each 
side. The length of the porch was twenty cubits and the width eleven cubits; and at the stairway by 
which it was ascended were columns belonging to the side pillars, one on each side.”

40:47-49

“Then he brought me to the nave and measured the side pillars; six cubits wide on each side was the 
width of the side pillar. The width of the entrance was ten cubits and the sides of the entrance were 
five cubits on each side. And he measured the length of the nave, forty cubits, and the width, twenty 
cubits.”

41:1-2

OUTER
COURT

THE INNER TEMPLE
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The Holy of Holies is where the High Priest entered once a year on the Day of Atonement (Lv 16). The 
dimensions here are identical to the dimensions of the Holy of Holies in Solomon’s temple (1Ki 6:20) and two 
times the size of the Holy of Holies in the wilderness tabernacle.

“Then he went inside and measured each side pillar of the doorway, two cubits, and the doorway, six 
cubits high; and the width of the doorway, seven cubits. He measured its length, twenty cubits, and the 
width, twenty cubits, before the nave; and he said to me, “This is the most holy place.””

41:3-4

“Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits; and the width of the side chambers, four cubits, 
all around about the house on every side. The side chambers were in three stories, one above another, 
and thirty in each story; and the side chambers extended to the wall which stood on their inward side 
all around, that they might be fastened, and not be fastened into the wall of the temple itself. The side 
chambers surrounding the temple were wider at each successive story. Because the structure surround-
ing the temple went upward by stages on all sides of the temple, therefore the width of the temple 
increased as it went higher; and thus one went up from the lowest story to the highest by way of the 
second story. I saw also that the house had a raised platform all around; the foundations of the side 
chambers were a full rod of six long cubits in height.  The thickness of the outer wall of the side cham-
bers was five cubits. But the free space between the side chambers belonging to the temple and the 
outer chambers was twenty cubits in width all around the temple on every side. The doorways of the 
side chambers toward the free space consisted of one doorway toward the north and another doorway 
toward the south; and the width of the free space was five cubits all around.”

41:5-11

OUTER
COURT
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