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The building at the western end of the temple 
complex is not given any detail about its purpose. 
Many speculate that it may be to service the temple 
complex in some way such as maintenance. 
Additionally the purpose of the separate space just 
behind the building is also not given. Both the 
western building and the temple have the same 
width and length.

“The building that was in front of the separate area at the side toward the west was seventy cubits 
wide; and the wall of the building was five cubits thick all around, and its length was ninety cubits.
Then he measured the temple, a hundred cubits long; the separate area with the building and its walls 
were also a hundred cubits long. Also the width of the front of the temple and that of the separate 
areas along the east side totaled a hundred cubits. He measured the length of the building along the 
front of the Separate area behind it, with a gallery on each side, a hundred cubits; he also measured 
the inner nave and the porches of the court.”

41:12-15
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CONTINUING WITH THE TEMPLE DETAILS
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The main temple is depicted as a terraced building of three 
stories with decorations carved in. Palm branches were laid 
before the path of Jesus’s approach on the donkey when He 
entered into Jerusalem as King (John 12 :13). The trees are 
specifically date palms and is one of the most common trees in 
Israel. It, at the time, would have been a symbol of 
nationalistic significance associated with the rise and 
independence of the nation of Israel. The tree is also a symbol 
of life and fruitfulness.

The presence of King Jesus during the Millennium will mean 
life, fruitfulness and national deliverance and identity for 
Israel. Not only Israel, but all of the nations will be blessed wit 
the fruitfulness and life that Jesus, the savior of all mankind will 
bring in the kingdom age. These ornate carvings will wrap 
around the entire temple building on all three levels. The doors 
that are associated with the entrance at the porch will be 
adorned with the same thing.

Cherubim in between will have the face of a man and a lion. 
These do not possess the face of an ox and an eagle like the 
cherubim surrounding the throne which were described in 
chapter 1 and 10. In those cases, we examined the “four faces 
of Jesus” in the gospels; the servant (ox), the man, the king 
(Lion of the tribe of Judah) and the majestic, eternal One 
(eagle). Some suggest that the reliefs are flat and therefor four 
faces cannot be depicted. That may be so but why these two?

The purpose of the Millennium prior to eternity is to bring 
glory to the perfected humanity of Jesus. The eternal Son of

“The thresholds, the latticed windows and the galleries round 
about their three stories, opposite the threshold, were paneled 
with wood all around, and from the ground to the windows 
(but the windows were covered), over the entrance, and to the 
inner house, and on the outside, and on all the wall all around 
inside and outside, by measurement. It was carved with cheru-
bim and palm trees; and a palm tree was between cherub and 
cherub, and every cherub had two faces, a man’s face toward 
the palm tree on one side and a young lion’s face toward the 
palm tree on the other side; they were carved on all the house 
all around.”

41:16-19
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God always had glory in the presence of the Father and the Holy Spirit as one God. As a man, which He humbled 
himself to become, that glory and exact likeness is obscured because of flesh and blood. In His prayer to His 
Father, the Son who became a man, reflects upon the glory He has in the supernatural realm as being God and 
one with the Father while at the same time referencing the glory that is in His humanity that will be shared with 
all of the redeemed.

What work did the Father give Jesus to do? He had to become a man (Jhn 1:14), born under the law (Gal 4:4) in 
order to perfect His humanity (or prove it to be perfect Heb 5:9; 7:28) through obedience even to the point of 
death (Phil 2:8) in order that His people could be redeemed and receive the adoption as sons (Rm 8:14-23; Gal 
3:26; 4:5; Eph 1:5) which He had determined according to His kind intention.  Because Christ established the 
perfection of His deity in His humanity, He has been given as His human inheritance an earthly kingship (Ps 2, 
Rev 5:5,12; 15:3-4;  19:11-16) in which His perfected humanity will be glorified and honored for His most critical 
and important work on the cross for the sins of the redeemed.

While the eternal Son of God has always possessed all power and authority, it is His role as a man that will be the 
focus of the Millennium, but not the servant aspect as that was the role of His first advent (Mat 20:28; Mar 
10:45). Rather He will fulfill all prophecy concerning the Kingdom of God on earth as the promised Lion of the 
tribe of Judah. What’s more is that those who are His will receive His perfected humanity in glorified bodies and 
be manifest before the world as they are made administers of His kingdom (Rm 8:19; Eph 1:10; Rev 20:4). This 
is why Paul could say “that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
is to be revealed in us (Rom 8:18).”

He is the King who poured out His blood for all of redeemed humanity, both Israel and the Gentiles and as the 
object of worship during the Millennium, His perfect humanity and His Kingly authority will be magnified! The 
cherubim are always depicted around the throne of God and on either side of the mercy seat over the arc of the 
law.
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“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the 
Son may glorify You,even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal 
life. This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I glorified You on 
the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with 
the glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the 
world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have come to know that 
everything You have given Me is from You; for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and 
truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf 
of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours 
are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come 
to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.
While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them 
perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. But now I come to You; and these things I speak in 
the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep 
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is 
truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 
themselves also may be sanctified in truth. (John 17:1-19)
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The large windows are tinted glass with lattice framework shaped like palm trees.

“From the ground to above the entrance cherubim and palm trees were carved, as well as on the wall of the nave. 
The doorposts of the nave were square; as for the front of the sanctuary, the appearance of one doorpost was like 
that of the other. The altar was of wood, three cubits high and its length two cubits; its corners, its base and its sides 
were of wood. And he said to me, “This is the table that is before the LORD.” The nave and the sanctuary each had 
a double door. Each of the doors had two leaves, two swinging leaves; two leaves for one door and two leaves for the 
other. Also there were carved on them, on the doors of the nave, cherubim and palm trees like those carved on the 
walls; and there was a threshold of wood on the front of the porch outside. There were latticed windows and palm 
trees on one side and on the other, on the sides of the porch; thus were the side chambers of the house and the 
thresholds.”

“Then he brought me out into the outer court, the way toward the north; and he brought me to the chamber which 
was opposite the separate area and opposite the building toward the north. Along the length, which was a hundred 
cubits, was the north door; the width was fifty cubits.”

41:20-26

42:1-2
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CHAMBERS OF THE TEMPLE
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“Opposite the twenty cubits which belonged to the inner court, and opposite the pavement which belonged to the 
outer court, was gallery corresponding to gallery in three stories. Before the chambers was an inner walk ten cubits 
wide, a way of one hundred cubits; and their openings were on the north. Now the upper chambers were smaller 
because the galleries took more space away from them than from the lower and middle ones in the building. For they 
were in three stories and had no pillars like the pillars of the courts; therefore the upper chambers were set back 
from the ground upward, more than the lower and middle ones.”

“As for the outer wall by the side of the chambers, toward the outer court facing the chambers, its length was fifty 
cubits. For the length of the chambers which were in the outer court was fifty cubits; and behold, the length of those 
facing the temple was a hundred cubits.”

42:3-6

42:7-8
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“Below these chambers was the entrance on the east side, as one enters them from the outer court. In the thickness 
of the wall of the court toward the east, facing the separate area and facing the building, there were chambers.”

42:9-10
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“The way in front of them was like the appearance of the chambers which were on the north, according to their 
length so was their width, and all their exits were both according to their arrangements and openings. Corresponding 
to the openings of the chambers which were toward the south was an opening at the head of the way, the way in 
front of the wall toward the east, as one enters them. Then he said to me, “The north chambers and the south 
chambers, which are opposite the separate area, they are the holy chambers where the priests who are near to the 
LORD shall eat the most holy things. There they shall lay the most holy things, the grain offering, the sin offering 
and the guilt offering; for the place is holy. When the priests enter, then they shall not go out into the outer court 
from the sanctuary without laying there their garments in which they minister, for they are holy. They shall put on 
other garments; then they shall approach that which is for the people.””

42:11-14
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“Now when he had finished measuring the inner house, he brought me out by the way of the gate which faced toward 
the east and measured it all around. He measured on the east side with the measuring reed five hundred reeds by the 
measuring reed. He measured on the north side five hundred reeds by the measuring reed. On the south side he 
measured five hundred reeds with the measuring reed. He turned to the west side and measured five hundred reeds 
with the measuring reed. He measured it on the four sides; it had a wall all around, the length five hundred and the 
width five hundred, to divide between the holy and the profane.”

42:15-20

“Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing toward the east; and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming 
from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.”

43:1-2
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The measurements of the temple complex are 500 cubits x 500 cubits (240m x 240 m). Here Ezekiel is given the 
size of the space that is determined to “divide between the holy (temple complex) and the profane (all other 
land). The outer border then of the temple complex is 500 reeds x 500 reeds (1,440m x 1,440m).

Chapters 8-11 depict the glory of God as it departed from the temple prior to the complete destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians. In the Millennium the glory of God will return to the temple. The glory of Christ 
returning to the earth has a glorious description given in Matthew 16:7 and 25:31. “His voice was like the sound 
of many waters” is one of the 24 identities of Jesus given in Revelation (1:15-16; 14:2; 19:6). Just as the glory of 
God departed from the east, He returns here from the east and through the east gate. After the glory of God 
departed the temple in Ezekiel’s day, it did not return to Zerubbabel’s temple, nor is it part of the tribulation 
temple that the Jews will build under false pretenses.

THE GLORY OF GOD FILLS THE TEMPLE
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“And it was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, like the vision which I saw when He came to destroy the 
city. And the visions were like the vision which I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face.”

43:3

“And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate facing toward the east. And the Spirit lifted 
me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.”

43:4-5

“Then I heard one speaking to me from the house, while a man was standing beside me. He said to me, “Son of man, 
this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell among the sons of Israel 
forever. And the house of Israel will not again defile My holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their harlotry 
and by the corpses of their kings when they die, by setting their threshold by My threshold and their door post beside 
My door post, with only the wall between Me and them. And they have defiled My holy name by their abominations 
which they have committed. So I have consumed them in My anger.”

43:6-8
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In 9:3-11 and 10:4-7 Ezekiel is shown the glorious vision of God and His judgement being carried out on His 
people and Jerusalem. Additionally Ezekiel was shown the vision of the glory of God in chapter 1 when he fell on 
his face, like he does again here. The glory of God always commands this response from natural man (Ezek 1:28; 
9:8; Acts 9:3-6; Rev 1:12-17).

As it did in Solomon’s temple (1Ki 8:10-11; 2Chron 5:13-14; 2Chron 7:1-3), the glory of the Lord will fill His 
house. This detail along with all of the temple dimension details again give credence to the literal interpretation 
of the text. Even though there are many things described, such as temple sacrifices, that cause any reader to 
question the interpretation of the text, the details are too precise and exact to ignore or assign some figurative 
meaning to.

Since this temple in it’s description has never existed, and since the glory of God has not returned to His house of 
worship since it departed in Ezekiel’s day we are only left with the conclusion that all of the details given are 
pointing to a yet future temple that will include all that is given in description by Ezekiel. If the temple is really to 
be understood as a depiction of the relationship between the Lord and the church with our bodies being the 
temple, what should one do with the exactness of the temple complex in it’s measurements, architecture and 
geographic location?

Ezekiel is communicated with from the voice of the Lord that comes out from the holy place. He is the King of 
Glory (Ps 24:7-10) and the millennial temple will be His throne and dwelling place (1Chron 29:23; Zec 6:13). 
One of the interesting details given in Leviticus 16:15 concerning Yom Kippur was where the blood from the sin 
offering was applied. It was sprinkled on the mercy seat and on the ground in front of the mercy seat. Here the 
glorified King Jesus claims the seat as His throne in the holy of holies with the ground before it as the place for the 
soles of His feet. This is a wonderful fulfillment of what the type pointed to.

There are many promises of Jesus gaining His throne such as is depicted in Psalm 2, and the Davidic Covenant
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““Now let them put away their harlotry and the corpses of their kings far from Me; and I will dwell among them 
forever. As for you, son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniqui-
ties; and let them measure the plan. If they are ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the design 
of the house, its structure, its exits, its entrances, all its designs, all its statutes, and all its laws. And write it in their 
sight, so that they may observe its whole design and all its statutes and do them. This is the law of the house: its 
entire area on the top of the mountain all around shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.”

43:9-12
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Mary was told that her child would rule on the throne of David. In Isaiah 16:5 we are told “And in mercy shall the 
throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting 
righteousness.” (KJV). And of His throne it says in Matthew 25:31 we read “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:” (KJV). One thing that is absent in the 
description that Ezekiel has rendered so far is a high priest. That is because Jesus is the High Priest as well as King 
in the Millennium:

It is important to remember that Jesus is seated at the Father’s right hand until His enemies are made His 
footstool and His throne (in His humanity) is given to Him. This must be fulfilled within the context of time and 
space for it is on this throne that Psalm 2 depicts Him as ruling with a rod of iron. Ruling with a rod of iron will 
not be necessary in the eternal kingdom, because sin will no longer be present.

Additionally all of the defilement that was a part of the imperfect and idolatrous priesthood of man, will be no 
more present in this new temple.

Ezekiel again is told to communicate all that he has seen to the Israelites for rebuke and then encouragement. The 
sin that they had been consumed with in their harlotry carried out in Solomon’s temple will no longer be a part 
of the character of Israel in this new house of God. Holiness will not be confined to the holy of holies but will 
permeate all of the Lord’s house. Notice that the “law” here is not the Levitical law rather it is the “law of the 
house”. This, like the new sacrificial worship is not to be associated with the old law but is rather born out of the 
New Covenant when Jesus is reigning on earth as King. Also again we see the allusion to the fact that the Jews will 
now carry out these ordinances with absolute perfection. This could never have been said of the requirements of 
the Levitical and their ability to carry them out without the New Covenant being established.

“And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and 
he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; 
and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel 
of peace shall be between them both.” (Zec 6:12-13 KJV)




