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Chapters 40- 48 are the “Millennial” passages of Ezekiel. It is important to remember that the Millennial reign 
of Christ on this current earth (not age) will be a fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. We have moved from the 
Millennial temple description given in chapters 40 - 42 to through the returning glory of God into that new 
temple detailed in the first 12 verses of chapter 43. Chapters 43 through 46 now detail the temple observances 
that will be a part of the Millennial kingdom within the temple that will be observed not only by Israel but by all 
of the nations.

 Chapter 43 - The future Sanctuary
  – The Lord consecrates the temple by the return of His glory through the east gate and filling the whole
     house  - Jesus takes His place on the throne (David’ throne / the mercy seat) vv. 1-12
 – The Altar and its dedication (offerings) vv. 13-27

 Chapter 44 - The Administers of the sanctuary
  – The prince and the distinctions of the priests who carry out the temple ordinances

 Chapter 45 - Regulations
  – The Lord’s portion of the land vv. 1-6
  – The princes portion of the land vv. 6-8
  – Proper observance in the maintenance of worship

 Chapter 46 - Supplementary Orders
  – For the prince, the people, and the priests

“And these are the measurements of the altar by cubits (the 
cubit being a cubit and a handbreadth): the base shall be a 
cubit and the width a cubit, and its border on its edge round 
about one span; and this shall be the height of the base of the 
altar. From the base on the ground to the lower ledge shall be 
two cubits and the width one cubit; and from the smaller ledge 
to the larger ledge shall be four cubits and the width one cubit. 
The altar hearth shall be four cubits; and from the altar hearth 
shall extend upwards four horns. Now the altar hearth shall be 
twelve cubits long by twelve wide, square in its four sides. The 
ledge shall be fourteen cubits long by fourteen wide in its four 
sides, the border around it shall be half a cubit and its base 
shall be a cubit round about; and its steps shall face the east.”

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

THE TEMPLE OBSERVANCES (43-46)

THE ALTAR OF SACRIFICE - 43:13-17
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The altar - (Hebrew - “Harel” or “mount of God”) Part of the idolatry that the Israelites engaged in was 
building the high places or groves. This was what the majority of pagan worship involved; building high places 
upon which their sensual and often graphic sexual practices were practiced in order to bring them into closer 
communion with their demonic “god’s”. This is what angered the Lord so much with the practice of His people 
as described throughout the earlier chapters of Ezekiel. They were playing the harlot as they engaged in the same 
practices.

Here we see that the altar is called the mount of God. Another distinction of the altar from that of the past is 
the stairs. Exodus 20:26 forbade stairs as an approach to the altar. Rather they were to build a ramp to the 
altar. The details that are given to Ezekiel throughout chapters 40 through 48 repeatedly reveal that while there 
are similarities to the Levitical temple and sacrificial system, they are clearly different which continues to point 
readers to a future reality.

There were seven days of celebrating the consecration of the altar in the original system as there are described 
by Ezekiel here (Ex 29:37; Lev 8:11, 15, 19, 33; 1Ki 8:62-66; 2Chr 7:4-10). As we continue to understand the 
institution of sacrifices in the Millennium, they are retrospective in nature and not expiatory in nature (Heb 
10:4). Christ’s sacrifice accomplished salvation for the souls of men and while there is a resurrection that has 
physical implications salvation is an eternal accomplishment, not merely a physical one.

The Millennium will have it’s governmental realities within the context of the created order before the Lord 
brings it to total death to give birth to the new heavens and earth as described in Revelation 21. In the new 
heavens and earth there will be no temple (Rev 21:22), nor will there be any human beings left in their natural 
state. No longer will there be a need for procreation because death will not be a part of the new heavens and 
earth.

But during the Millennium, as in the past, there will be natural offspring born to natural men and women. These 
men and women are those believers who survive the tribulation and enter the kingdom of God on earth in their 
natural state; believers who still inhabit a natural, sinful body (see the sheep and goat judgement in Matthew 
24:31-46). They, both Jews and Gentiles, will have offspring that will still inherit the sinful nature and will 
populate the millennium. This is clear because at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ, a large scale rebellion 
is formed against Christ and His holy city under the influence of the released Satan (Rev 20: 7-10).

“And He said to me, “Son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘These are the statutes for the altar on 
the day it is built, to offer burnt offerings on it and to sprinkle blood on it. You shall give to the Leviti-
cal priests who are from the offspring of Zadok, who draw near to Me to minister to Me,’ declares the 
Lord GOD, ‘a young bull for a sin offering. You shall take some of its blood and put it on its four horns 
and on the four corners of the ledge and on the border round about; thus you shall cleanse it and make 
atonement for it. You shall also take the bull for the sin offering, and it shall be burned in the 
appointed place of the house, outside the sanctuary.”

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

THE OFFERINGS 43:18-27

43:18-21
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So the sacrificial system will be a memorial to honor what Jesus did to purchase redemption for the children of 
God. In the theocracy of the Millennium, those who observe and worship Christ through the ordinances will 
experience the full blessings of the Millennium while those who do not come to Jerusalem to observe the 
ordinances worshipping Christ will experience drought as Zechariah tells us:

Jeremiah also connects sacrifices with the reign of Christ on the earth in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant:

Malachi also connects offerings from the sons of Levi with the return of Christ:

The blood of the sacrifices are only for ceremonial purposes. Since there will still be sin in natural men, the 
things they come in contact with (in the temple) will go through ceremonial cleansing. All who observe the 
ceremony will be reminded of what Jesus had to endure in order to bring cleansing to the redeemed.

“On the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering, and they shall 
cleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the bull. When you have finished cleansing it, you shall 
present a young bull without blemish and a ram without blemish from the flock. You shall present them 
before the LORD, and the priests shall throw salt on them, and they shall offer them up as a burnt 
offering to the LORD. For seven days you shall prepare daily a goat for a sin offering; also a young 
bull and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall be prepared. For seven days they shall make 
atonement for the altar and purify it; so shall they consecrate it.”

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

43:22-26

“Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths. And it will be that whichever of the families of 
the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them. If the family of 
Egypt does not go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which the LORD smites the nations 
who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths. This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations 
who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths. In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO 
THE LORD.” And the cooking pots in the LORD’S house will be like the bowls before the altar. Every cooking pot in 
Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the LORD of hosts; and all who sacrifice will come and take of them and boil in them. 
And there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts in that day. (Zech 14:16-21)

“‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good word which I have spoken concerning the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. ‘In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and 
He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; 
and this is the name by which she will be called: the LORD is our righteousness.’ For thus says the LORD, ‘David shall never 
lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt 
offerings, to burn grain offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually.’”(Jer 33:14-18)

“‘But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.”(Mal 3:2-3)
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After the bull offered for a sin and burnt offering on the first day each day after for seven days will begin with a 
male goat whose blood will be used on the altar to consecrate it the way that the bull’s blood on day one is 
used. After that, however a young bull and ram will be used for the burnt offering and will have salt applied to 
them before being burned.

The first seven days will complete the consecration of the altar and the offerings for the priests. After that the 
offerings will be for the people. For all of natural man who will come to see the Lord, it will be necessary for the 
ceremonial requirements to be done properly with a sincere heart. As in the original sacrificial system it won’t 
be the actual blood and sacrifice of the animals that will cause Jesus to “accept them”, it will be the heart that 
believes and is worshipping Jesus through the observance of the ceremony simply because He has required it 
and they will not be offended by participating because they will understand the meaning. A careful look at these 
sacrifices here have subtle but more than likely significant differences from that of the old Levitical sacrifices.

After Jesus returns through the east gate it will be permanently sealed by the Lord. This gate will never be opened 
again which indicates the permanence of the reign of Jesus Christ. No east gate that was a part of the Old 
Testament temples was ever sealed. The Lord will not only establish a priesthood, but will have leaders in His 
administration, one of which is a prince. This prince cannot be Jesus because the text says that the prince will 
eat bread before the Lord indicating a subservient order. This may very well be one of David’s descendants. This 
prince will not be able to pass through the east gate as did Jesus when He entered through the east gate, rather 
he will use the porches of the east gate in order to eat bread before the Lord.

Additionally this prince will be a natural man, not one of the resurrected saints of old. We know this because 
he has sin to be repented of (45:22) and he has sons born to him (46:16-18). He cannot perform priestly duties 
(45:19) as the Messiah will as high priest (Ps 110:4; Zec 6:12,13) and he must worship the Lord (46:2). He will 
be one whom Jesus will direct to administrate His kingdom. The priests are the natural men who can go in to 
the inner court, and while the prince cannot enter the inner court he is permitted to come closer than other 
people.

“When they have completed the days, it shall be that on the eighth day and onward, the priests shall 
offer your burnt offerings on the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept you,’ declares the 
Lord GOD.”

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

43:27

“Then He brought me back by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces the east; and it 
was shut. The LORD said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall 
enter by it, for the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut. As for the prince, 
he shall sit in it as prince to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by way of the porch of the gate 
and shall go out by the same way.””

44:1-3

ENTRY FOR THE PRINCE
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I fell on my face - Once again we see Ezekiel’s reaction to being confronted with the glory of God; he falls on 
his face. This brings up another important detail about the Millennial sacrifices that is important. Those who 
are present in the Millennial kingdom that have been given resurrected bodies will have no sin to be cleansed or 
repented of because of the fact that the former body of sin and death has passed away. When people claim that 
taking the sacrifices literally is heresy it is usually because they don’t see a future literal Millennium where Jesus 
and His resurrected saints will reign on the earth where there will still be natural man present who have sin.

While there will be no day of atonement feast or sacrifice where the high priest had to properly enter the holy of 
holies (because Jesus is the high priest and atonement has already been made) the other offerings will be the 
only tangible way for natural, sinful man to be taught the price for sin’s atonement. Natural men other than the 
priests will not be allowed into the inner court of the temple. However no veil separating the holy place from the 
holy of holies is mentioned and no blood is taken into the holy of holies because it is that particular role of the 
high priest that is fulfilled in Jesus (Heb 9) who has returned from the true holy of holies to appear before the 
people on earth.

But the things on the earth are mere copies of what is in heaven (even in the Millennium). That is why a temple 
and ceremonial, retrospective offerings are in place again during the earthly reign of Christ over sinful man, yet 
without the atonement sacrifice. It was a symbol of man being able to enter into the eternal, heavenly presence 
of God. This is why there will be no need for a temple in the order of the new heavens and earth (Rev 21:22) 
because the white throne judgement will have already taken place and there will be no men remaining in the 
natural state. All of redeemed humanity will be in the resurrected state and therefore ceremonial sacrifices will 
no longer serve to teach men how sin separates men from God.

Mark well -  again we see that these things shown in detail to Ezekiel are to be taken literally to be expected to 
be fulfilled as described. The primary audience is the Israelites who are to be both rebuked and encouraged by 
this prophetic vision that Ezekiel is to record and relate to them.

“Then He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the house; and I looked, and behold, the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD, and I fell on my face. The LORD said to me, “Son of 
man, mark well, see with your eyes and hear with your ears all that I say to you concerning all the 
statutes of the house of the LORD and concerning all its laws; and mark well the entrance of the 
house, with all exits of the sanctuary.”

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

44:4-5

“You shall say to the rebellious ones, to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Enough of all 
your abominations, O house of Israel, when you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and 
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to profane it, even My house, when you offered My food, 
the fat and the blood; for they made My covenant void—this in addition to all your abominations. And 
you have not kept charge of My holy things yourselves, but you have set foreigners to keep charge of 
My sanctuary.” ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in 
flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the sons of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary.”

44:6-9
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This demonstrates the difference between what the worship of the Jews will be like in the Millennium as 
opposed to what it has been before. The final example of the apostate offerings of the Jews will be in the temple 
built after the ratifying of a peace treaty with the nations that the Antichrist brings about. The state of worship 
of not only the Jews, but even those of the nations who come to the temple to worship will be of pure heart. No 
person who is of an unbelieving heart will be able to enter the temple at all.

The Levite priests who are not descended from Zadok will be able to perform all of the general temple services 
that deal with the people yet not go before Jesus. Again notice that this has bearing only during the Millennium 
and on the earth and it is directly related to inheritance in the earthly kingdom as a result of there former 
abominations. Once again a clear distinction can be drawn between this temple and previous temples in which 
the Levites had a much more significant role (1 Chr 15:16; 16:4; 23:28-31). Here they are really servants to the 
worshippers.

Again it is important to note that the fat and the blood are offered by the sons of Zadok on the altar of burnt 
offering which is in the inner court but not in the temple proper. Jesus, as high the high priest, already made the 
final blood offering in the heavenly holy of holies and so this will no longer be practiced on earth.

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

“But the Levites who went far from Me when Israel went astray, who went astray from Me after their 
idols, shall bear the punishment for their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, having 
oversight at the gates of the house and ministering in the house; they shall slaughter the burnt offering 
and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister to them. Because they 
ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, 
therefore I have sworn against them,” declares the Lord GOD, “that they shall bear the punishment 
for their iniquity. And they shall not come near to Me to serve as a priest to Me, nor come near to any 
of My holy things, to the things that are most holy; but they will bear their shame and their abomina-
tions which they have committed. Yet I will appoint them to keep charge of the house, of all its service 
and of all that shall be done in it.”

44:10-14

“But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel 
went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer 
Me the fat and the blood,” declares the Lord GOD. They shall enter My sanctuary; they shall come 
near to My table to minister to Me and keep My charge.”

44:15-16

“It shall be that when they enter at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and wool shall not be on them while they are ministering in the gates of the inner court and 
in the house. Linen turbans shall be on their heads and linen undergarments shall be on their loins; they 
shall not gird themselves with anything which makes them sweat.”

44:17-18

THE ORDINANCES FOR THE LEVITES WHO ARE OF ZADOK
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The details continue as the priestly garment requirements are given. The sweat of a man is seen as an unclean 
thing in priestly service and so the garments must not cause sweat.

These ordinances are put in place by the Lord to teach all who come to worship Him that the holy is always 
separate from the profane. It has never been treated lightly in the past nor will it be in the Millennium. So long 
as there is sin there will always be a distinction between what is holy and what is not. Again the focus is on the 
education through the ceremony. What was not discerned by Israel concerning the sacrifice will be fully 
understood and appreciated during the Millennium and not just by Israelites but by all who come to participate 
and learn of the sacrifice of Jesus.

Notice that the priests will not fail in keeping the Millennial ordinances, laws, statutes, appointed feasts and 
sabbaths. This is something that has not been true of Israel historically. As we have seen in Ezekiel, the ability of 
Israel apart from Jesus to keep these ordinances without fail has been impossible and is why they have been 
judged and will be finally judged in the time of Jacobs trouble prior to their national repentance.

Death is only a condition that applies to the natural man as a result of sin. While life during the Millennium will 
be greatly extended (Isa 65:20).

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

“When they go out into the outer court, into the outer court to the people, they shall put off their 
garments in which they have been ministering and lay them in the holy chambers; then they shall put on 
other garments so that they will not transmit holiness to the people with their garments. Also they 
shall not shave their heads, yet they shall not let their locks grow long; they shall only trim the hair of 
their heads. Nor shall any of the priests drink wine when they enter the inner court. And they shall not 
marry a widow or a divorced woman but shall take virgins from the offspring of the house of Israel, or 
a widow who is the widow of a priest. Moreover, they shall teach My people the difference between the 
holy and the profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.”

44:19-23

“In a dispute they shall take their stand to judge; they shall judge it according to My ordinances. They 
shall also keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed feasts and sanctify My sabbaths.”

44:24

“They shall not go to a dead person to defile themselves; however, for father, for mother, for son, for 
daughter, for brother, or for a sister who has not had a husband, they may defile themselves. After he 
is cleansed, seven days shall elapse for him. On the day that he goes into the sanctuary, into the inner 
court to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering,” declares the Lord GOD.”

44:25 -27

“And it shall be with regard to an inheritance for them, that I am their inheritance; and you shall give 
them no possession in Israel—I am their possession.”

44:28
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As in former times, the priests will have no physical inheritance as a distraction from there consecrated roles. 
But in the Millennium, the Lord Himself will be there inheritance. They will enjoy regular unbroken fellowship 
with the King of kings and Lord of Lords and be satisfied. Worship will appropriate no sinful gain as in former 
days when priests used their positions as a means by which to take from the people and suppress them.

Session 34 - Ezekiel 43:13 - 44

“They shall eat the grain offering, the sin offering and the guilt offering; and every devoted thing in 
Israel shall be theirs. The first of all the first fruits of every kind and every contribution of every kind, 
from all your contributions, shall be for the priests; you shall also give to the priest the first of your 
dough to cause a blessing to rest on your house. The priests shall not eat any bird or beast that has 
died a natural death or has been torn to pieces.”

44:29 -31


