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The East gate will only be opened only on the Sabbath and the day of the new moon. Israel had faced 
Babylonian captivity for 70 years for their failure to observe the sabbath rest for the land for 490 years. The 
Sabbath itself had been turned into an instrument of self righteousness and distortion in order to be used for 
manipulation and control. The religious leaders had added to it what the Lord had never intended and so for 
the majority of Israel’s history, the sabbath and new moon observances were not practiced in the way that the 
Lord had intended (Jer 17:22-27).

The sabbath rest was for man to be able to rest from the toil of the week to be able to be restored spiritually as 
the heart and mind were drawn into close fellowship with the Lord through worship. Even today those who 
would be “sabbatarins” do not observe the sabbath in the full way that it was intended or will be observed in 
the Millennium. The Sabbath reflects the creation week itself and the Millennium of rest that this current 
created order will experience when Jesus is reigning as King over the nations. Israel will both spiritually and 
governmentally observe the Sabbath and the new moon ordinances with perfection during the Millennium.

“Thus says the Lord GOD, “The gate of the inner court facing east shall be shut the six working days; 
but it shall be opened on the sabbath day and opened on the day of the new moon.”

“The prince shall enter by way of the porch of the gate from outside and stand by the post of the gate. Then 
the priests shall provide his burnt offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the 
gate and then go out; but the gate shall not be shut until the evening. The people of the land shall also worship 
at the doorway of that gate before the LORD on the sabbaths and on the new moons.”

Session 36- Ezekiel 46-47:12

THE PRINCES OFFERINGS
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Like Solomon standing before the altar of the Lord (1Ki 8:14,22) in the presence of the congregation, the prince 
who represents the people in the civil / national sense will be able to enter through the porch of the gate and 
stand by the threshold but no go through and enter into the inner court. Only the Zadokian priests will go into 
the inner court. The prince will then present his burnt and peace offerings which the priests will carry out before 
the Lord. As this takes place the people will stand before the doorway of the gate that faces the altar and the 
holy place and worship the Lord.

The offerings on the Sabbath and the new moon are larger than that of the Mosaic law (Num 28:9). The 
implication is that the worship of the prince and the people is performed from a spirit of true adoration and not 
simply obligation. Last time we noted that the observed Passover feasts will not include a lamb while the 
Sabbath and new moon observances will offer lambs.

There is a designated flow to the people as they come through either the northern or southern gates to keep 
things unimpeded. As they go in and out, the prince, as their civil head, joins them after David’s example:

The righteous prince who represents the people in civil authority will be unlike the many corrupt kings that Israel 
was subject to. He will lead the entire congregation in worship before the Lord. 

“The burnt offering which the prince shall offer to the LORD on the sabbath day shall be six lambs 
without blemish and a ram without blemish; and the grain offering shall be an ephah with the ram, and 
the grain offering with the lambs as much as he is able to give, and a hin of oil with an ephah. On the 
day of the new moon he shall offer a young bull without blemish, also six lambs and a ram, which shall 
be without blemish. And he shall provide a grain offering, an ephah with the bull and an ephah with 
the ram, and with the lambs as much as he is able, and a hin of oil with an ephah.”

Session 36- Ezekiel 46-47:12

46:4-7

“When the prince enters, he shall go in by way of the porch of the gate and go out by the same way.
But when the people of the land come before the LORD at the appointed feasts, he who enters by way 
of the north gate to worship shall go out by way of the south gate. And he who enters by way of the 
south gate shall go out by way of the north gate. No one shall return by way of the gate by which he 
entered but shall go straight out. When they go in, the prince shall go in among them; and when they 
go out, he shall go out.”

46:8-10

“At the festivals and the appointed feasts the grain offering shall be an ephah with a bull and an ephah 
with a ram, and with the lambs as much as one is able to give, and a hin of oil with an ephah.”

46:11

“These things I remember and I pour out my soul within me. For I used to go along with the throng and lead them in 
procession to the house of God, with the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.”      Psa 42:4
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In addition to leading the people in worship on the holy days and feasts, but the prince will demonstrate, as the 
head of the civil authority and the thus the people, his individual zeal and devotion to the Lord and in so doing 
he will set the example for the people. In the daily free will offerings of the prince the east gate shall be opened 
for him to use to present his offering to the priest who will offer it up, and then the gate will be again closed as 
the prince exits. The daily offerings represent a continual public worship of the Lord.

Think of the contrast this holds to the contempt that most of humanity has for those who would dare to engage 
of public acknowledgement of the Lord Jesus Christ today. Christians are told that we have the freedom to 
worship as long as it is in the closed doors of a church building, but that it is somehow anathema to apply our 
beliefs and convictions to public everyday life. Jesus and the adoration of Him will not be “boxed” and hidden 
away from any part of daily life during His reign.

As the prince is benevolent and can give of his possession to either his sons or to his servants, the inheritance 
ultimately will remain as the possession for the prince and his sons. They inherit what has been designated to 
be the portion for the prince. The prince will not be permitted to confiscate any possession that was not 
designated by the Lord to be his. The year of Jubilee will be observed in the Millennium. Every 50 years all debts 
were forgiven and possessions returned to the original owner.

The Millennium will be symbolic of jubilee for the nation of Israel as the land that the Lord had promised to 
them will be theirs as the Lord designates. Their borders will be greater than what was given to Moses and will 
differ in arrangement than the days of Joshua. Certainly the borders will be larger than what they are today in 
current Israel.

The fact that the prince will have sons confirms that this is not Jesus nor is it David.

“When the prince provides a freewill offering, a burnt offering, or peace offerings as a freewill offering 
to the LORD, the gate facing east shall be opened for him. And he shall provide his burnt offering and 
his peace offerings as he does on the sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and the gate shall be shut after 
he goes out. And you shall provide a lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering to the LORD 
daily; morning by morning you shall provide it. Also you shall provide a grain offering with it morning 
by morning, a sixth of an ephah and a third of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour, a grain offering to 
the LORD continually by a perpetual ordinance. Thus they shall provide the lamb, the grain offering 
and the oil, morning by morning, for a continual burnt offering.””
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46:12-15

“Thus says the Lord GOD, “If the prince gives a gift out of his inheritance to any of his sons, it shall 
belong to his sons; it is their possession by inheritance. But if he gives a gift from his inheritance to one 
of his servants, it shall be his until the year of liberty; then it shall return to the prince. His inheritance 
shall be only his sons’; it shall belong to them. The prince shall not take from the people’s inheritance, 
thrusting them out of their possession; he shall give his sons inheritance from his own possession so 
that My people will not be scattered, anyone from his possession.”’”

46:16-18
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Once the guilt, sin and grain offerings were 
presented by the prince to the priests before 
the Lord they were consecrated and now 
holy. There will be kitchens in the western 
part of the inner court’s priest chambers 
where they will cook and consume the 
offering out of the view and the presence of 
the people.

This again reflects the separation of the holy 
from the profane. The portions of the 
offerings that the people are to eat as part of 
their worship will be prepared by the temple 
servants in the four outer court kitchen’s at 
each of the four corners of the outer court.

The distinction between the holy and the 
profane will be the reality for the duration of 
the Millennium. Unlike the days of Israel’s 
history (and even that of the church) there 
will be no mingling of the holy and the 
profane. Even the simple act of eating and drinking will be done to reflect the glory of God (1Cor 10:31)

“Then he brought me through the entrance, which was at the side of the gate, into the holy chambers 
for the priests, which faced north; and behold, there was a place at the extreme rear toward the west.
He said to me, “This is the place where the priests shall boil the guilt offering and the sin offering and 
where they shall bake the grain offering, in order that they may not bring them out into the outer court 
to transmit holiness to the people.” Then he brought me out into the outer court and led me across to 
the four corners of the court; and behold, in every corner of the court there was a small court. In the 
four corners of the court there were enclosed courts, forty cubits long and thirty wide; these four in the 
corners were the same size. There was a row of masonry round about in them, around the four of 
them, and boiling places were made under the rows round about. Then he said to me, “These are the 
boiling places where the ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifices of the people.””

Session 36- Ezekiel 46-47:12

46:19-24

THE BOILING PLACES

“Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from under the 
threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was flowing down from 
under, from the right side of the house, from south of the altar.”

47:1

WATER FROM THE TEMPLE
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“He brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate by 
way of the gate that faces east. And behold, water was trickling from the south side. When the man 
went out toward the east with a line in his hand, he measured a thousand cubits, and he led me 
through the water, water reaching the ankles. Again he measured a thousand and led me through the 
water, water reaching the knees. Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water 
reaching the loins. Again he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not ford, for the 
water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not be forded.”

47:2-5

“Jesus answered and said to her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is who says 
to you, ‘Give Me a drink,' you would have 
asked Him, and He would have given you 
living water.””      Jhn 4:10

“But one of the soldiers pierced His side 
with a spear, and immediately blood and 
water came out”  Jhn 19:34

“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that 
they will look on Me whom they have pierced;.....” Zech 12:10

This river will flow not only into the dead sea as depicted here in Ezekiel but it will also flow west into the 
Mediterranean Sea (Zech 14:8). It will flow up from under the temple (Joel 3:18). The spiritual significance of 
the water is that those who were dead are made alive in Christ as He is living water. This is a supernatural stream 
not fed by any other sources than its origin and yet what begins as a trickle turns into a deep torrent that flows 
into the Dead Sea.

The beautiful picture painted by the temple, its layout and the ceremony within is the single most important act 
of human history where the Savior of all mankind was offered upon the cross where His blood was poured 



Page 6

Session 36- Ezekiel 46-47:12

“He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought me back to the bank of the river. 
Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river there were very many trees on the one side 
and on the other. Then he said to me, “These waters go out toward the eastern region and go down 
into the Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being made to flow into the sea, and the waters of the 
sea become fresh.”

47:6-8

“It will come about that every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes, will 
live. And there will be very many fish, for these waters go there and the others become fresh; so 
everything will live where the river goes. And it will come about that fishermen will stand beside it; 
from Engedi to Eneglaim there will be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish will be according to 
their kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea, very many. But its swamps and marshes will not become 
fresh; they will be left for salt.”

47:9-11

“By the river on its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 
leaves will not wither and their fruit will not fail. They will bear every month because their water flows 
from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.””

47:12

out for the sins of the redeemed. And as He was pierced, water flowed from His side and the Millennial temple 
construct along with the water that will flow from beneath the altar to give life to the Dead Sea will be a living 
picture of what happened at Calvary. What began as a trickle of water from Jesus side turns into a multitude of 
redeemed humanity.

Isaiah tells us:

At the return of Christ we are told that there will be major geographic occurrences that will take place. Zech 
14:4 and Acts 1:11 speak to His touching down on the Mount of Olives which will trigger an earthquake that 
will split the Mt in two. The temple complex will sit to the west of the split Mountain and the valley created in 
the middle will open the way for the stream to flow east toward the Jordan River.

David declares “They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; and You give them to drink of the river of Your delights. 
For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.” (Ps 36:8,9). The stream will be the symbol of the life that 
Christ is to all men and particularly to the land of Israel (see also Ps 46; Hab 2:14). The once arid land will be 
full of lush beauty on the banks of this new river.

The famed Dead Sea with its concentration of salt 6x that of the ocean, cannot support most forms of life 
today, but will be turned into a body of fresh water that will team with life to the extent that it cannot be over 
fished. Again the details here force the reader to understand this literally. There is simply no way to make an 
allegory of this text.

In addition to the rich food source from the new fresh body of water will grow lush trees with a large variety of 
fruits for food that will bear fruit year round and their leaves will serve for the healing of the body.

“The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; like the crocus It will blossom 
profusely  and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.” Isa 35:1,2


