
Page 1

The land boundaries that Ezekiel will describe picture an enlarged Canaan which are larger than the boundaries 
given to Moses in Numbers 34:1-15. The land as originally promised to Abraham in Genesis 12:7 is what is in 
mind here. The lands boundaries and tribal divisions differ from that of Joshua’s day (Jos 13-22).
This promise was reiterated to Jacob (Genesis 48:5,22).

Joseph shall have two portions - Reuben was the first-born child of Jacob and as such would have received the 
birthright and a double portion of the inheritance. He however had sinned with his fathers concubines and so 
Jacob had stricken the birthright from him and assigned the double portion to Joseph. (See Gen 48:5,6,22; 
49:22-26)

God will base the land inheritance on the integrity of His Word. It was given to Abraham Isaac and Jacob as an 
inheritance to pass on to the nation. The future fulfillment of these promises will not be based on the opinions 
of men, but on God’s oath and sovereign ability to keep it. This oath is also based on unconditional covenants 
which not even Israel will be able to change, in fact, they will be fulfilled in spite of Israel as we have seen in the 
example of Ezekiel’s word from God.

The only covenant based on the obedience of Israel is the law covenant and it deals with their blessing in the 
land connected to obedience. Their failure to be obedient as prescribed is what led to the diaspora. But their 
return and eventual realized inheritance will be based of the New Covenant’s full application to surviving 
remnant that the Lord preserves through the time of Jacob’s trouble and brings into the land.

“Thus says the Lord GOD, “This shall be the boundary by which you shall divide the land for an 
inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel; Joseph shall have two portions.”

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

THE BOUNDARIES OF THE LAND

47:13

“You shall divide it for an inheritance, each one equally with the other; for I swore to give it to your 
forefathers, and this land shall fall to you as an inheritance.”

47:14

“You shall divide it for an inheritance, each one equally with the other; for I swore to give it to your 
forefathers, and this land shall fall to you as an inheritance. This shall be the boundary of the land: on 
the north side, from the Great Sea by the way of Hethlon, to the entrance of Zedad; Hamath, 
Berothah, Sibraim, which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazer-
hatticon, which is by the border of Hauran. The boundary shall extend from the sea to Hazar-enan at 
 the border of Damascus, and on the north toward the north is the border of Hamath. This is the north
 side.

47:15-17

“Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (for he was the firstborn, but because he defiled his father’s bed, his 
birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; so that he is not enrolled in the genealogy according to the 
birthright. Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came the leader, yet the birthright belonged to 
Joseph),”     (1Chron 5:1)
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The northern border will stretch from the Mediterranean Sea East to Hazar - enan. This was what the northern 
border of Syria was in Ezekiel’s time.

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“The east side, from between Hauran, Damascus, Gilead and the land of Israel, shall be the Jordan; 
from the north border to the eastern sea you shall measure. This is the east side. The south side 
toward the south shall extend from Tamar as far as the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the brook of 
Egypt and to the Great Sea. This is the south side toward the south. The west side shall be the Great 
Sea, from the south border to a point opposite Lebo-hamath. This is the west side.”

47:18-20

“So you shall divide this land among yourselves according to the tribes of Israel. You shall divide it by 
lot for an inheritance among yourselves and among the aliens who stay in your midst, who bring forth 
sons in your midst. And they shall be to you as the native-born among the sons of Israel; they shall be 
allotted an inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. And in the tribe with which the alien stays, 
there you shall give him his inheritance,” declares the Lord GOD.”

47:21-23
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Another distinguishing detail here is for strangers to be granted inheritance among the tribes. For those Gentiles 
who settle within the tribal portions of the land, they will not be considered of a lesser status. Like Ruth who 
chose to travel with Naomi back to Israel and embrace the God of Israel, children born to the Gentiles residence 
will be called “native-born” and will share in the allotted inheritance blessing of the tribal bounds in which they 
dwell. This is unheard of in the old covenant of the law. Clearly a feature that marks out this time as unique.

While in the church we see no distinction between Jew and Gentile (Rm 10:12, Gal 3:28; Eph 3:6), there is a 
distinction made hear but only in terms of nationality, not spiritual blessing which is just like the realities for the 
church. While there will be those Gentiles who choose to make their dwelling among the tribes, there will still 
be many more who populate the nations of the earth.

The land will be appointed by the Lord. Seven tribes will be to the north of the holy region and five will be to the 
south. Judah has the place of honor to the north border of the holy region and Benjamin has the place of honor 
on the south border of the holy region.

Dan -  had a long history of idolatry and abandonment of the other tribes and is given the northern most 
portion away from the holy district yet by god’s grace is included in the dividing of the promised land. Dan had 
been given the smallest land allotment to the west of Benjamin in the original land division and ended up losing 
that territory after the death of Sampson (Jud 16-21) to the Philistines.

The tribe of Dan resettled at Laish in the North. Moses had foretold of this (Deut 33:22) when he said that Dan 
would “leap from Bashan”. Bashan is the Golan Heights in the north. They had become a major sea fairing 
people due to the influence of the Phoenicians and refused to come to the aid of Israel during time of war. 
Deborah’s song condemned the Dan by asking why he remained in his ships (Judges 5:17).

Dan is actually not included in the 144,000 faithful witnesses to the world during the tribulation period; those 
who are marked out as a unique group who cannot be harmed as they are the “first fruits” from out of the 
tribulation. It will be from their witness that multitudes from every nation will come to know the Lord.

Asher -  No one of any major mention in the Old Testament derives from Asher. In the New Testament the 
prophetess Anna is pointed out as one of the tribe of Asher when prophesying at the birth of Jesus (Luke 
2:36-38).

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“Now these are the names of the tribes: from the northern extremity, beside the way of Hethlon to 
Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan at the border of Damascus, toward the north beside Hamath, 
running from east to west, Dan, one portion.”

48:1

“Beside the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, Asher, one portion. Beside the border of 
Asher, from the east side to the west side, Naphtali, one portion.”

48:2-3

THE DIVISION OF THE LAND TO THE NORTH OF THE HOLY DISTRICT
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Manasseh - In the original land division, there were two and a half tribes to the east of the Jordan and 9 and a 
half to the west. The “halves” were Manasseh which kept constant interaction up between the tribes on either 
side of the Jordan. In the new arrangement there will be no tribal land allotment on the east side of the Jordan.

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“Beside the border of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side, Manasseh, one portion.”48:4

“Beside the border of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side, Ephraim, one portion. Beside the 
border of Ephraim, from the east side to the west side, Reuben, one portion. Beside the border of 
Reuben, from the east side to the west side, Judah, one portion.”

48:5-7

“And beside the border of Judah, from the east side to the west side, shall be the allotment which you 
shall set apart, 25,000 cubits in width, and in length like one of the portions, from the east side to the 
west side; and the sanctuary shall be in the middle of it. The allotment that you shall set apart to the 
LORD shall be 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 in width. The holy allotment shall be for these, 
namely for the priests, toward the north 25,000 cubits in length, toward the west 10,000 in width, 
toward the east 10,000 in width, and toward the south 25,000 in length; and the sanctuary of the 
LORD shall be in its midst. It shall be for the priests who are sanctified of the sons of Zadok, who have 
kept My charge, who did not go astray when the sons of Israel went astray as the Levites went astray.
It shall be an allotment to them from the allotment of the land, a most holy place, by the border of the 
Levites. Alongside the border of the priests the Levites shall have 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 
in width. The whole length shall be 25,000 cubits and the width 10,000. Moreover, they shall not sell 
or exchange any of it, or alienate this choice portion of land; for it is holy to the LORD.”

48:8-14
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Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“The remainder, 5,000 cubits in width and 25,000 in length, shall be for common use for the city, for 
dwellings and for open spaces; and the city shall be in its midst. These shall be its measurements: the 
north side 4,500 cubits, the south side 4,500 cubits, the east side 4,500 cubits, and the west side 
4,500 cubits. The city shall have open spaces: on the north 250 cubits, on the south 250 cubits, on the 
east 250 cubits, and on the west 250 cubits. The remainder of the length alongside the holy allotment 
shall be 10,000 cubits toward the east and 10,000 toward the west; and it shall be alongside the holy 
allotment. And its produce shall be food for the workers of the city. The workers of the city, out of all 
the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it. The whole allotment shall be 25,000 by 25,000 cubits; you shall 
set apart the holy allotment, a square, with the property of the city.”

48:15-20

“The remainder shall be for the prince, on the one side and on the other of the holy allotment and of the 
property of the city; in front of the 25,000 cubits of the allotment toward the east border and westward 
in front of the 25,000 toward the west border, alongside the portions, it shall be for the prince. And the 
holy allotment and the sanctuary of the house shall be in the middle of it. Exclusive of the property of 
the Levites and the property of the city, which are in the middle of that which belongs to the prince, 
everything between the border of Judah and the border of Benjamin shall be for the prince.”

48:21-22

THE PORTION FOR THE PRINCE
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Benjamin- Along with Judah, Benjamin had been loyal to the house of David. (See Jacob’s prophecy Gen 49:27; 
Deut 33:12).

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“As for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west side, Benjamin, one portion. Beside the 
border of Benjamin, from the east side to the west side, Simeon, one portion. Beside the border of 
Simeon, from the east side to the west side, Issachar, one portion. Beside the border of Issachar, from 
the east side to the west side, Zebulun, one portion. Beside the border of Zebulun, from the east side to 
the west side, Gad, one portion. And beside the border of Gad, at the south side toward the south, the 
border shall be from Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the brook of Egypt, to the Great 
Sea.”

48:23-28

PORTION FOR THE TRIBES TO THE SOUTH OF THE HOLY DISTRICT

THE LAND DIVISIONS IN
OLD TESTAMENT TIMES
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Each of the four sides of the city will have three gates for entry and exit. Each will bear the names of a tribe of 
Israel. In the case of Manasseh and Ephraim they are represented by Joseph since Levi will be included for 
recognition here. This city will be approximately 6 miles around. Josephus recorded that Jerusalem was about 4 
miles around.

The LORD is there - ( Jehovah Shammah ) The Lord’s glory had departed as depicted in chapters 8-11 and has 
now returned. His dwelling will be at the center of the Lord’s district and with His presence now becoming a 
permanent thing. This final picture fulfills all of the unilateral covenants of the Old Testament; the Abrahamic 
(Gen 12), the Priestly (Nu 25), the Davidic (2Sam 7) and the New (Jer 31). While there will come an end to the 
present created order at the end of Jesus’ earthly reign, His presence will forever remain among His people even 
as the Millennium transitions into the new heavens and earth for all eternity.

Promised to David - (2Sam 7:12-17; 23:5) and promised under oath (Ps 89:34-37)

Prophesied in the Psalms and the prophets - (Ps 2; 45; 110; Isa 2:1-5; 4:1-6; 11:1-9; 12:1-6; 30:18-26; 
35:1-10; 60; 61:3-62; 66; Jer 23:3-8; 32:37-44; Ezek 40-48; Dan 2:44-45; 7:13-14; Mic 4:1-8; Zech 
12:10-14:21)

Promised to Mary- (Luke 1:32; Micah 5:2; Isa 9:6,7; Dan 2:44 and reaffirmed to the apostles: Luke 22:29-30)

Looked forward to in the Lord’s prayer: “Thy kingdom come” - (Matt 6:10, 13; Acts 1:6; Ps 45, 46, 47, 48)

Promised rule for Jesus - (with a rod of iron - Ps 2; 110; Rev12:5; 19:15;  Every knee will bow - Phil 2:6-11)

Not Heaven or the New Earth - ( See Rev 20&21; Isa:65:17; 66:22; 2Pet 3:13)

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48

“This is the land which you shall divide by lot to the tribes of Israel for an inheritance, and these are 
their several portions,” declares the Lord GOD. These are the exits of the city: on the north side, 4,500 
cubits by measurement, shall be the gates of the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward 
the north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one. On the east side, 
4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, 
one. On the south side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall be three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the 
gate of Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one. On the west side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the 
gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one. The city shall be 18,000 cubits 
round about; and the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’”

48:29 -35

MAJOR POINTS ON THE MILLENNIUM
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Limited amount of evil on display - Instantly judged under the perfect administration of Jesus - (Isa 11:1-16)

Still has presence of sin and death - Yet life will be greatly extended (Isa 65:20-22). Some suggest that only the 
rebellious in heart who reject Jesus will die during the Millennium based on Isaiah 65:17. We don’t read 
anywhere of a resurrection of Millennial saints.

No influence by Satan on man - (Rev 20)

Creation will be changed physically- (Zec 4:9,10; Isa 35:1-10; 55:3; Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13) The curse will be 
lifted and the lion will lie down with the lamb (Isa 11:6-9) The land was put under the curse and its soil has been 
drenched with the blood spilled by millennia of wickedness. Paul says that it awaits the manifestation of the 
sons of God (Rm 8:20-22). During the Millennium the curse will be lifted and men won’t stain the earth with 
blood from sinful acts. The light will be different (Isa 30:26; 60:19-20). The land will be fruitful everywhere 
(Amos 9:13) and all men will own land and keep what he works for without it being stolen (Isa 65:22,23; Mic 
4:15). 

The knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth - (Isa 11:9; Hab 2:14)

No Jewish unbelievers - It is not a rhetorical statement when God says of Israel in the New Covenant that “they 
will all know me...” (Jer 31:31-34). This is not a mere academic knowledge but one that will be based on a truly 
righteous relationship.

Session 37- Ezekiel 47:13-48


