
The church at Corinth was founded by Paul on his second missionary journey 
(Acts 18:1). It is held by most scholars that this letter was written in the first half 
of 55 A.D. while Paul was in Ephesus on his third missionary journey in anticipa-
tion of his plans to come to Corinth (4:19; 11:34; 16:18).

The overall theme of Paul's writing to the Corinthians is more behavioral than 
doctrinal however the focus on Christian behavior is based on doctrinal truths. 
The behavior of the Corinthians was due to their wrong understanding of Gods 
Word. One of the biggest challenges in reading this epistle is realizing that true 
saints of God would have such an identity crisis to the point that they were no 
different from the pagan culture from which they were called. It challenges 
every discerning reader because we deal in appearances and we are even told 
that a true branch connected to the Vine will produce fruit (Mat 7:16,20). The 
first epistle of John determines that those who claim the light while continuing 
in darkness are not true followers of Christ.

Paul admonishes the Corinthians, and therefore all believers, to realize their 
position in Christ, what they have been gifted with in that position and how it 
ought to produce Christ-likeness in their behavior as they look to His appearing. 
He contrasts the wisdom of the world with the wisdom of God and points to the 
fact that the unity of the body is based on basic, fundamental Christian truths 
and is vital to the health of the body for its sanctification toward the day of 
Jesus’s appearing. The world is motivated by self promotion while the body 
should be motivated by selflessness, unity and elevating Jesus and His Work on 
the cross.

     I. Introduction: The Calling and Benefits of Sainthood (1:1-9)
   II. Disunity in the Church (1:10-4:21)
   A. The Need for Unity (1:10-3:23)
   B. The Need for Servant hood (4:1-21)
  III. Immorality in the Church (5:1-6:20)
  IV. Marriage in the Church (7:1-40)
   V. Liberty in the Church (8:1-11:1)
  VI. Worship in the Church (11:2-14:40)
   A. Roles of Men and Women in the Church (11:2-16)
   B. The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34)
   C. Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40)
 VII. The Hope of the Church: Resurrection (15:1-58)
VIII. A Charge to the Church (16:1-24)
   A. Stewardship (16:1-4)
   B. Personal Plans and Greetings (16:5-24)
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In Acts 1:15-26 Peter reminds the brethren that scripture had told of Judas’ 
betrayal of Christ and that the same passage from Psalm 55:12-15 says “let 
another take his office”. It was this prophecy that prompted the apostles to cast 
lots making Matthias the one to fill that “office”. It is in this passage in Acts that 
we are given the qualifications for an apostle as it pertains to the office. Those 
qualifications are that an apostle had to have:

 1) Participation in Jesus’s earthly ministry
 2) Personally seen the resurrected Christ and,
 3) Been called by Christ to the office.

The term apostle means “sent one” and generally speaking all believers are sent 
into the world to be a witness of Christ, but the office of apostle as it is used in 
the New Testament is primarily referring to the 12 called by Christ (Mar 3:13-19). 
They were given specific power and authority and were accompanied by 
miracles that demonstrated their calling (Mat 10:1; 2Cor 12:12). Most of the New 
Testament books are written by an apostle or one who was directed by or 
learned from an apostle. Their teaching is given by God and is foundational to 
the church (Eph 2:20).

It is important for Paul to establish his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the will of God because of the corrective nature of this epistle. In fact Paul often 
speaks of his specific calling as an apostle because he was continually under 
attack from many detractors specifically because of the authority he exercised 
in the church. But his invoking his title was not a prideful response, it was simply 
to establish that he was speaking for Christ.

Paul was called uniquely (1Cor 9:1; 15:5-10) as an apostle by Jesus himself and 
taught directly by Christ in Nabatean Arabia before first ministering in Damas-
cus (Gal 1:16-17). It was this calling of Christ on his life that the Holy Spirit used 
to cause Paul to write much of the new testament and reveal foundational truth 
to the church of Christ.

Many claim today to be in the office of apostle and this is simply not in line with 
scripture. The office of apostle was closed with the original 12 and Paul as the 
doctrinal foundations were completed in scripture. No believer today can possi-
bly meet the criteria given in scripture to be qualified for the office.

“Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes 
our brother, to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have 
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place 
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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At the very start Paul makes it clear that he is not simply addressing a group of 
attendees at the church in Corinth, but those who have been sanctified in Christ 
Jesus and who are saints. This term by many is often confused with some level 
of piety or ascribed to one who has been accompanied by some miracles or 
signs. The Corinthians addressed here by Paul can only be believers because 
their being set apart in Christ is something that is described in the past tense.

Paul is speaking to their position in Christ which makes them saints not through 
their effort but through God’s calling. Every believer is set apart from sin (Gal 1:6; 
Eph 4:1,4; Col 3:15-17; 1Tim 6:12; Heb 10:10,14; 1Pet 2:9,21; 3:9; 2Pet 1:3) as they call 
on the name of Christ. This is not a superficial or superstitious knowledge that 
causes one to merely entertain the notion of Christ without actually having been 
converted. Paul is speaking of a genuine belief that all believers have been given 
that brings about obedience to the gospel (John 3:36). V.6 further demonstrates 
their belief.

All saints have the grace or “favor” of God poured out on them (see Eph 1&2). As 
we have been forgiven our conscience has been cleansed and we have true 
peace with the Lord as there is no more condemnation on us. This peace cannot 
be experienced by the world.

Paul always gives the Lord credit for the salvation of any believer. Notice that 
the grace of God is given. By the Fathers grace we are baptized into the body 
of Christ (Jhn 10:29; Rm 6:3; 1Cor 12:13; Gal 3:27). Along with that baptism comes 
enrichment in all speech and Knowledge at the moment of salvation as implied 
by the word were. Believers demonstrate continually that we still have sin in our 
flesh and as such we as Paul can say that have not yet arrived at perfection (Phil 
3:12-15).

But as it comes to what is necessary to share the gospel and live it out toward 
the body of Christ, no believer is lacking in any gift for that testimony. This is 
true enrichment when it comes to the things of God that are for eternal life and 
they are not recognized by the world.
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“I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was 
given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all 
speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was 
confirmed in you so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the 
end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, through 
whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Spiritual Gifts Given to Every Believer

1:4-9



Notice the motivating factor for our desire to live godly lives. All believers who 
are awaiting eagerly the Revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ will live a godly life 
as we are not hoping in this passing world. Paul tells Timothy

Jesus Christ is faithful to confirm us till the end:

Paul tells the Philippians that “He who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.”(Phil 1:6). This day is not the day of judgement that 
awaits the world, but is the day of our transformation to be in the Lord’s pres-
ence (Jhn 14:1-3; 1Thes 4:13-18; Rev 3:10). In that day, unlike the world, believers 
will be found blameless (see Eph 1:4) as Jesus took our blame.

Through whom you were called refers to the eternal plan of salvation for every 
individual believer. Its a call that began with God in eternity, is worked out in 
time and then completed in eternity as Paul describes it in his letter to the 
Romans: 

And the believer is called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Christianity is not a man centered religion that promises us some secret dream 
destiny for this age where we need to discover our purpose so we can be great 
as some would have us believe. Fellowship with Christ does involve a future 
glory but also involves a present suffering (Rm 8:18). Jesus said that in order to 
come after Him we must deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him (Mat 
16:24; Mar 8:34; Luk 9:23). Our cross is not some little inconvenience but is the
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“In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  2Tim 4:8

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give 
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them 
out of My hand. “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”  Jhn 10:29

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he 
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then 
say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.”  Rom 8: 28-33



death of self. Jesus came to do the will of the Father and did it perfectly to the 
point of death in order to bring many sons to glory. While not all believers will 
be called to pay the ultimate price for their faith, some form or another of suffer-
ing is part of our calling. At the very least it is suffering the death of fleshly works 
in order that Christ would be glorified and the body would be edified.

This would seem an impossible exhortation, that you all agree. But Paul is not 
talking about personality differences and preferences, he is talking about being 
unified on biblical truth. Jesus prayed for the same unity in the body (John 17:11-
23). Doctrinal truth is mocked by many today as antiquated, narrow minded
and even hateful. Without doctrinal truth, unity becomes superficial and subjec-
tive.

Paul explains what the divisions are among them; sectarianism. The elevation of 
certain men to the ignorance of others. Some who were super pious even 
claimed to only follow Christ (the “red letter people”). But Paul asks an important
question; “Has Christ been divided?” Apparently it had become a point of 
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“Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete 
in the same mind and in the same judgment. For I have been informed concern-
ing you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. Now 
I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and 
“I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified 
for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one would say you 
were baptized in my name. Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.”

“So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live accord-
ing to the flesh— for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; 
but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! 
Father!” The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him..”  
Rom 8:12-17

Christ be Elevated Not Men

1:10-16



bragging rights to have been baptized by a certain individual, which then led to 
factions where the teaching of some would be ignored. If there were an issue of 
false teaching amongst the teachers mentioned, Paul would have mentioned it 
here so the problem lies with the elevation of men based on preference or style. 
But their message was the gospel and the foundational truths of Christ crucified 
for the forgiveness of our sins is not a divided message.

Is Paul saying that baptism is not important (see Acts 2:38)? That he couldn’t 
care less about it?

What kind of temptations enter in when the cult of personality is elevated above 
the cross of Christ and what is the alarming result?

The word of the cross refers to the entire salvation narrative as it is presented 
through scripture. The reality that all men are sinful and are destined for and 
deserve judgement, but that God has always in His glory had salvation planned 
as a free gift. That salvation would only come through the Son of God Himself 
becoming a man through the virgin birth in order to go to the cross and spill out 
His blood as a sacrifice for our sin. His resurrection demonstrates that His sacri-
fice was perfect and that He guarantees resurrection unto life for all who trust in 
Him.

To the mind that is perishing this is utter foolishness. Notice how this is an active 
state “perishing”. Romans 9:22 says “What if God, although willing to demon-
strate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience 
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?” It is the sinful state of 
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“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in clever-
ness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.”

1:17

“For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY 
THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL 
SET ASIDE.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God 
was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save 
those who believe.”

True Power and Wisdom Are of God in Christ

1:18-21



unsaved individuals that are heaping up their own destruction (See also Rom 1). 
The author of Hebrews says “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,” (10:26).

The same “active state” is true of believers; those who are being saved. We have 
been saved from the penalty of sin, are being saved from the power of sin and 
will be saved from any presence of sin in the future.

In his quoting scripture Paul points out that God challenges what the fallen worl 
perceives as wisdom. What does Paul mean by saying that is “in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God?” (see 1Cor 2:14)

Contrast that to the second part of that statement “God was well-pleased 
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”
What conclusion must we come to about the origin of ones belief in Christ?

The Jews did not have a problem with the basic understanding of their history 
with God and in the time of Christ were no longer given over to the idolatry that 
their fathers had practiced. But theirs was an idolatry of a different sort.

Why would the Jews need signs and why would the preaching of Christ crucified 
be a stumbling block to them?

How is the same message foolishness to Greeks (Gentiles)?

Again we see salvation as something initiated and perfromed by God as Paul 
calls believers, both Jew and Gentile, “those who are the called”. It is to believers 
that what the world would deem as foolishness and weakness is really wisdom 
and power.
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“For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach 
Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.”

1:22-25


