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At this point in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians there has been a lot of attention 
given to the necessary rebuke and correction of their behavior and certain 
truths about Christianity. The fleshiness of the Corinthians was evident in sec-
tarianism, gross immorality and their desire to have prominence and boast in the 
midst of the congregation. While he didn’t deny these gifts, he made sure to 
point out that they were of the Holy Spirit and given to individuals as He willed.

All Christians have been given gifts the moment they are saved and using the 
human body as an example, Paul points out that every member of the body of 
Christ is equally valid, important and necessary for the whole to function. Addi-
tionally no part of the body desires to be some other part, it simply functions 
within the parameters of its assignment. It is an important analogy because the 
purpose of being saved is not gain personal glory but it is to reflect the charac-
ter of God.

Paul had previously mentioned that while we are not in bondage to legalism, 
circumcision of the flesh or man made customs, ceremonies or washings, we are 
bound to the law of Christ (1 Cor 9:21). This portion of Paul’s letter is the defini-
tion of the law of Christ. When asked by a lawyer what the greatest command is 
Jesus said “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the great and 
foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGH-
BOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and 
the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40).

The true agape love of the Lord is not natural to fallen man. Natural humanity 
defines love through our own terms, feelings and desires. Since selfishness is at 
the core of sin, it is not natural to love those whom we see as our enemies 
because it would seem that there is nothing to receive in return. In the sermon 
on the mount Jesus stated:

Notice how Jesus links sacrificial love with the identity of those who are the sons 
of God. While no believer can achieve sinless ness this side of glory, perfection 
is none the less our target, but not as it pertains to religion, rather as it pertains 
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and 
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mat 5:43-48)
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self sacrificial love. It is what is meant by taking up our cross and denying our-
selves in order to follow Christ (Mat 16:24; Mar 8:34; Lk 9:23).

In the humanity of Jesus we see the greatest expression of God’s love. Not only 
in His incarnation, but primarily in the purpose of the incarnation; His sacrifice. 
Just prior to that sacrifice, the disciples were debating their own significance 
while Jesus silently began to wash their feet. Not only was this a display of what 
His attitude toward them had been from the beginning, but it was a picture of 
His ultimate sacrifice to wash their sin.

John 3:16 is perhaps the most well know verse in all of scripture to the whole 
world and in it we see the motivation of God to do such an unthinkable thing; 
that He would offer up His only Son in order to save the world. In Romans Paul 
points out the extremeness of this sacrificial act:

Even in agonizing pain while being mocked Jesus asked the Father to forgive His 
enemies. This kind of love lived out is something that the Lord has not just sug-
gested for the church but expects for the church as it reflects His glory and char-
acter:

So while the Corinthians assumed that the greatest expression of Christianity 
was being the most visibly pronounced through the sign gifts, Paul points them 
to what is the greatest manifestation of the Holy Spirit in any believer. Greater 
than miracles and signs is the character of God and although it is defined by a 
multitude of attributes they are all driven by His love. God is love (1Jhn 4:8, 16).

Within the context of this passage, all of the gifts and accomplishments that 
Paul mentions are obviously given as extreme, even hypothetical examples and 
are not given as examples of what certain special Christians possess.

Tongues of men - can be limited to simply being able to speak another language,
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“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for 
the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Rom 5:6-8)

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know 
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”(John 13:34-35)

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I 
have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

13:1
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but can also go beyond that to include great oratory skill and ability to commu-
nicate with incredible eloquence. The extreme example can also mean all lan-
guages of men. No one man would possess the languages of men. As if that 
were not exaggerated enough Paul includes a hypothetical angelic language.

And of angels - There is no where in scripture where we see evidence that the 
angels speak in some special language. Nor is there anywhere that says they do 
not possess a special language. What is known from scripture is the angels 
always communicate with men in the language they understand. So as some of 
the Corinthians may have been, and probably were, speaking in some unnatural 
language which they were claiming was an angelic language, it was most likely 
being influenced by demonic activity.

It is God who created man in His image and gave him the gift of communication. 
Since He is not a God of confusion (14:33), and tongues has to be interpreted in 
order to be a valid manifestation of the Holy Spirit (12:10; 14:26), we cannot 
assume that there is such a language that God, through Paul writing here, would 
want us to know about. Additionally, without an interpreter, not even the one 
speaking such a language would be edified if he or she were not certain of what 
was being said.

Still even if one man possessed all languages of men and angels and exercised 
those gifts in the congregation and yet did not practice love toward them, his 
eloquence would quickly be on par with the most irritating of noises.

The gift of prophecy is the greatest gift (14:1-5) because it explains clearly 
things that were hidden previously and reveals a deeper knowledge of God. 
Knowing God more clearly and to understand how He is revealed to us and how 
our lives are given worth in Him is the most edifying to the body of Christ. But 
Paul again exaggerates the gift here by saying even if I had the knowledge of all 
mysteries and of all knowledge itself; something that no prophet or one who has 
the gift of prophecy possesses by himself.

The genuine gift of faith reflects on the faithfulness and trustworthiness of Christ 
and encourages the body to trust and hope in Him for all things. But the object 
of faith is always God and it’s desire must always line up with the character and 
revealed will of God. There is nothing gained in actually removing a physical 
mountain other than to make the individual speaking forth the command 
(obviously absurd) look all powerful. Yet again Paul says even if my faith were
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“If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender 
my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”

13:2
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that strong, to literally remove a physical mountain, and yet did not exercise love 
toward the body of Christ that gift is useless.

My possessions;...surrender my body - Paul shifts from gifts to works. While 
there are plenty of places in scripture where the selling of possessions in order 
to support those in the body who are in need (Acts 2:45; 4:34-37; 2Co 8:13,14). 
Those acts were motivated by true love and charity. However just as the hypo-
crites that Jesus rebuked performed visible acts for the sake of piety, there have 
been and always will be those who perform charity for completely wrong mo-
tives.

Some may be motivated by the public praise and others may be falsely believing 
that charity in itself is enough to please God. The same motivations can even 
drive such extreme levels of devotion as to allow the body to perish, yet no one 
who has surrendered their body to mutilation or even total destruction that has 
no love for the true God or His people has profited himself anything.

Since we often define love by our feelings and emotions, it is important to 
understand what love is in the eyes of our loving God. Christ is the ultimate 
expression of God’s love because we can see His love expressed in a human 
being. While it is not natural for fallen man to be motivated this way, the believer 
has been made new (Eze 11:19; 36:26; 2 Cor 5:17) and through the Holy Spirit has 
been given power to love as God has commanded us.

Love is patient - Not as it is expressed in circumstances but as it is expressed 
towards others. Jesus was patient toward those who lacked understanding, 
toward those who were immature as well as toward those who outright enemies 
of His and sought to bring Him physical harm. He said to offer the other cheek 
when slapped (Mat 5:39). Paul says to not repay evil with evil (Rom 12:17). God 
is slow to anger (Exo 34:6; Num 14:18; Neh 9:17; Psa 86:15; 103:8; 145:8; etc.) and 
as such we are commanded to be the same (Jam 1:19).

The world, both classical and modern, looks upon this kind of response to provo-
cation as weakness. The idea that God would become a man and then be silent 
as a sheep before His shearers, suffer and die so that His enemies could be made 
His friends is absurd. His love for others tempered His spirit in constraint. He did 
not merely restrain Himself for virtues sake, but genuinely cares about mankind.

Session 10 - Chapter 13

“Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is 
not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

13:4-6

Love Defined
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Love is kind - Patience is willing to endure all things and kindness is willing to 
give all things. It may be time or resources but it is not simply a feeling, it is 
active at demonstrating God’s love toward others. The most extreme example is 
again in adverse circumstances. Jesus said to give the one who took your shirt 
your coat as well (Mat 5: 40).

It is the “kindness of God” that leads men to repentance (Rom 2:4). In the salva-
tion He gives us it is not sparingly given:

Jesus pursued our well being by leaving heaven to become humbled in the 
incarnation and through His death and suffering. The goal of His victory was to 
raise the redeemed up in Himself, not just so that we don’t have to suffer the 
wrath of God, but so that He could lavish His the riches of His grace upon us 
(Eph 1:7-8). The next descriptors of love describe what it is not. 

Love is not jealous - In His commentary on this passage of scripture, John Mac 
Arthur points out that there are two forms of jealousy; one which is moved by 
seeing what someone else has as opposed to which one does not, and the desire 
to see what the other has be taken away in order to bring about a supposed 
equality. The latter is obviously the more evil of the two. John uses the example 
of the woman in 1 Kings 3:16-27 who approached Solomon after she had acci-
dentally smothered her own baby in the night.

Seeing another woman's still - living baby she moved to take that baby away 
and would have rather seen the baby be cut in two in order to take away from 
the woman whose baby it was. This is the same attitude of those who plead 
“social justice” today. It is all to easy for those who are seeking power to move 
the masses toward a state of jealousy that would rather take away from the pro-
ductive than to work towards being productive.

There are so many examples of destructiveness of jealousy but the greatest 
examples are in how it moved Satan to rebel against God in His desire to possess 
His glory, and how he in turn used the same motives to tempt Eve which lead to 
the fall of man. It was jealousy that brought a murderous act out of Cain’s heart 
toward his brother, and caused the Sanhedrin to despise Jesus. The believer 
should rejoice with those who rejoice and suffer with those who suffer.

Love does not brag; is not arrogant - Bragging not only is done to bring about 
a feeling of self importance, but is also used to provoke jealousy in others. 
Rather than recognizing that it is God who is the giver of all things, the Corinthi-
ans were trying to build up self worth through highlighting their self imposed 

Session 10 - Chapter 13

“Even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 
ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.” (Eph 2:5-7)
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abilities and piety. Paul says that he boasts only in Christ and Him crucified (Gal 
6:14). Anyone who showboats is not doing so by a loving motivation. We often 
desire attention for our own abilities, but become quickly annoyed at someone 
other than ourselves who is doing the same. Earlier in the letter Paul had spoken 
of the arrogance of the Corinthians as believing themselves to be actual kings 
and priests (4:6-8) while Paul and other apostles were suffering and had little 
(supposedly).

Arrogance refuses to admit to error nor does it believe that discipline will catch 
up with it. Such were those in the church at Corinth who were claiming that Paul 
was all talk and no action concerning his rebuking them (1 cor 4:18). But he 
asked “shall I bring a whip?”

Love does not act unbecomingly - This is speaking to conduct that has pore 
manners; it is rude. The Corinthians were doing this with the Lord’s Super as 
those who would bring a bunch of food to celebrate arrived earlier than those 
who had nothing to bring simply so that they did not have to share the food. 
Rather than rejoicing over anyone sinner repenting, the pharisees were actually 
beside themselves that Jesus would allow a prostitute to wash his feet with her 
tears.

Judas was not rejoicing that an expensive bottle of perfume was used to anoint 
the feet of Jesus, rather he was only concerned about the money it could have 
raised. Again the motivation is that the Lord is glorified. The angels in heaven 
who know that redeemed humanity will be in a position of authority in the future 
still rejoice each time a sinner repents (Luk 15:7,10). One who does not show 
grace toward others acts unbecomingly.

Does not seek its own - Two parables that Jesus told illustrate how fallen men 
seek their own. The first is in the story of the rich man and Lazarus told in Luke 
16:20-31. The rich man was so self centered he didn’t even recognize the need of 
poor Lazarus who sought merely to gain the crumbs from his table. In Luke 
12:16-22 Jesus tells of the foolish rich man who couldn’t even part with his sur-
plus and yet died well before he expected to leaving all of his accumulated 
wealth behind.

But selfishness isn’t restricted to wealth, it is expressed in desiring to be recog-
nized before others such as the Pharisees who prayed in a way that would bring 
great attention to themselves. Such was the case with the Corinthians who were 
obsessed with the exercise and acquisition of gifts for self glory. Jesus reminded 
us in the beatitudes that our Father in heaven is always watching and He is the 
only One Who needs to see what we do when it comes to desiring reward. We 
should not seek the praise of men (Rom 2:29).

In his letter to the Philippians Paul admonished believers to follow the example 
of Christ who had every reason to demand the utmost devotion and recognition

Session 10 - Chapter 13
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of who He was but emptied Himself to become a servant to the point of death:

Love is not provoked - There is only one provocation which is righteous and that 
is when the things of God are directly violated. Jesus drove out the money 
changers that turned His Fathers house into a den of thieves. He also was pro-
voked by the blind guides who led others astray. Their rebellion had cemented 
itself in their denial of the Holy Spirit which prompted Jesus to say this:

The pharisees were so hardened toward the grace, kindness and power of God 
revealed in Jesus that they were willing to give Satan credit for what he could 
not do. Paul was likewise moved to righteous indignation any time the truths or 
character of God were twisted. He publicly rebuked Peter and the Galatians for 
being “bewitched” by the lies of the Judiazers.

Neither Jesus nor Paul were provoked when they were physically abused or 
mocked. Stephen, like Jesus, cried out “Father forgive them” when he was being 
put to death. So the love of God manifested in a believer is not provoked when 
ill intention is projected toward their person.

This does not mean that a man cannot defend his family or anyone that he sees 
being mistreated. All believers should have a sense of righteous indignation 
toward the sinful acts and policies of our fallen world, but even so we are not 
called to be insurrectionists, but we are called to be an example and to pray.

Love does not take into account a wrong suffered - This is an act of book keep-
ing as it were in order to make a permanent record of sin committed against us. 
God has removed our sin as far as East is from West (Psa 103:12) and Jesus tells 
us to ask for forgiveness of the Father as we forgive those who trespass against 
us in His model prayer for the saints. Since God has reconciled us to Himself in 
Christ (2Cor 5:19) we are under obligation to forgive. This is not only to release 
a brother or sister in Christ from a would be debt, but is also to keep the believer

Session 10 - Chapter 13

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look 
out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance 
 as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.”  (Php 2:3-8)

“And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be for-
given him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be for-
given him.” (Luk 12:10)
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from certain bondage. Any recounting of past sins committed against us is to 
not forgive the way God has commanded us.

Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness - This is an open embrace of what is 
evil in the eyes of God. Isaiah says “Woe to those who call evil good, and good 
evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; who substitute 
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (5:20). The Bible says that there is nothing 
new under the sun and that there is no temptation that is not common to men, 
but Paul is not only dealing with the practice of unrighteousness, but the whole 
hearted approval of those who do.

He deals with the same degradation of society in Romans 1:18-32. We are told to 
refrain even from all appearances of evil (1 Thes 5:22). We are living in a day 
when all of society rejoices in unrighteousness and is even attempting to force 
those who love God to view unrighteousness as righteousness and to even par-
ticipate in those same acts by openly embracing them.

Perhaps even more alarming is the unrighteousness that exists in the visible 
church. Paul tells Timothy that in the last days, congregations will “accumulate 
for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away 
their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Tim 4:3,4) So much is 
taught, accepted and practiced today by those who name the name of Christ 
that is far from His pleasure.

Additionally how often do we gain a feeling of smugness when we see another 
brother or sister fail. Rather than a pure sorrow that arises out of a genuine love 
for them we often can feel as though we are not as bad.

Whether we are practicing unrighteousness, approving of those who do or feel-
ing self righteous when we see a brother or sister stumble, we are to instead 
rejoice with the truth. Jesus said “God is spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” (Jhn 4:24). We cannot walk with Christ while 
denying His truth. Regardless of how our society feels about God’s righteous-
ness and seek to live by their own sinful standards we, as believers, can only truly 
love when we are submissive to His truth and reject unrighteous behavior.

Jesus was crucified over the truth and ever since a multitude of His body has 
suffered persecution and death. We are told that we are to expect this (2 Tim 
2:12). Yet as Paul claimed that “the sufferings of this world are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that awaits us.” (Rom 8:18). We rejoice in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ and look forward to His kingdom. We therefore live with righ-
teousness as our standard.

Session 10 - Chapter 13


