
Page 1

2

All things - In this cluster of phrases regarding love in action, the term all things 
is not to be understood within the context of what is against God or unrighteous 
as he just said that love doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness, but in truth.

Bears all things - Jesus took upon Himself the sin and shame of us all so that He 
could ask “where are your accusers” as he did in the case of the woman caught 
in adultery. Isaiah says of Jesus:

In Matthew 18 instruction is given for how to deal with someone who has sinned 
against us with the goal of restoration and reconciliation and not exposure of 
the individual. Peter says that “love covers a multitude of sins” (1Pe 4:8). The sin 
of others directed toward us is what Paul has in mind, again not celebrating 
unrighteousness or impropriety toward God, but when we truly love we care 
more about the individual than their sin toward us.

Believes all things - Paul is not promoting gullibility, rather he is forsaking cyni-
cism and the presumption of evil motives in others. We can quickly assume the 
worst of others in adverse circumstances. This is to be true of we deal with all of 
humanity, but specifically the body of Christ. Our fellow members who name the 
name of Christ are always to be given the benefit of the doubt as to their faith 
and sincerely.

In sin we can become suspicious of others when we do not give the benefit of 
doubt. We instead are to believe the best about them and even if a wrong is truly 
discovered the heart of love finds the quickest path to restoration. When the 
father of the prodigal son saw his son returning from afar, he did not stand in 
suspicion and cynicism thinking that his boy was coming to take form him again, 
rather he ran to greet him with unthinkable love, no questions asked.

Hopes all things - Trusting in the grace and goodness of the Lord, even when an 
actual transgression has taken place against true love, it has hope, believing that 
God is able bring about restoration. Using the same example of the father and 
his prodigal son, he must have been hoping that the boy would eventually 
repent and return home. The father saw him from afar which implies that he was
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“bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

“He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sor-
rows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
and by His scourging we are healed.” (Isa 53: 3-5)
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looking for his son to return. As Paul had taught earlier to spouses of unbelievers 
that their own expression of their faith could possibly bring about the salvation 
of their spouse, clearly a hope in what God can do is expected. Believers don’t 
have a superficial hope, but one based on a sovereign God.

Endures all things - This speaks to duration. All of the qualities of love endure in 
all circumstances. Love is unconditional because it is objective and not subjec-
tive. Just as God is everlasting, believers who have the love of God as their 
object will remain committed to the decision to love in spite of what the circum-
stances are.

It is impossible for believers to fully understand what Jesus did endure on the 
cross. We might be able to imagine the physical pain and the mocking insults 
and rejection of men, but we will never be able to imagine holiness becoming 
sin, the wrath of the Father pouring out the weight of eternal judgement for that 
sin on Jesus. What He endured is greater than anything we could ever have to 
endure.

What was His motivation? He trusted the Father. His joy was in the truth that 
what He was doing in obedience and love would bring about His glory and our 
salvation because the Father is faithful.

Never Fails - Because true love has it’s source in God who is love, and because 
God is eternal true love is also eternal. Even if the sin of fallen man hinders the 
fullest expression of love, love itself is from God and cannot fail. The gifts, spe-
cifically prophecy, tongues and knowledge will serve their purpose and then 
come to an end. Their purpose is to relate the truth about the gospel and God 
to the church and to the lost world.

In Part - Even in the revelation of God through imparted knowledge and proph-
ecy, we only see a glimpse of Him (1Jhn 3:2; 1Cor 13:12). Job says of God “Behold,

Love Is Eternal

Session 11 - Chapter 13

“Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; 
if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done 
away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect 
comes, the partial will be done away.”

“fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb 12:2)
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these are the fringes of His ways; and how faint a word we hear of Him! But His 
mighty thunder, who can understand?” Not that God is incapable of revealing 
Himself in full, but He has revealed to man in this age what is necessary accord-
ing to His wisdom and love for salvation. Yet when the perfect comes, the partial 
will be done away. So what is the perfect?

The Word of God is eternal and endures forever and while it’s disclosure to man 
in written form had been given over time, it is eternally His Word. Paul is com-
paring the eternality of love to the temporary purpose of the gifts of prophecy 
and knowledge. When the child of God departs this age, this body of death and 
is then given a new heavenly body, perfection comes. Knowledge of God at that 
point will not be a partial knowledge.

Continuing the analogy, Paul compares a child to an adult. There is a completely 
different level of communication and understanding between children and 
between adults. In His letter to the Philippians, Paul says that he had not yet 
already attained it when referring to the resurrection and also to perfection. The 
only time we will see “face to face” is when we are in His presence in resurrec-
tion.

While all three of these virtues are great expressions of the Christian life, love is 
the greatest. Faith and hope are virtues in the temporal which are based on 
things to come, but love will continue on eternally and really is the driving force 
behind all of Christian virtue. God is not faith and God is not hope, but God is 
love (1 Jhn 4:8).

In summing up, we are most Christ-like in exercising His love toward others, but 
specifically toward the body of Christ. The exercise of love has not been based 
on the feelings or circumstances of any individual in any case, but always on God 
who is love and the source of it. Love is not platitudes or constrained to when 
the “feeling is right”, rather it is a command.
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“When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason 
like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. For now 
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then 
I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.”

13:11-12

“But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.”
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