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Paul summarizes the gifts and the proper exercise of them while the body is 
assembled for corporate worship. The only motive for the Holy Spirit distribut-
ing gifts is for the edification of the body. In the case of tongues it should not be 
a multitude, but a limited number and each in turn. No public expression of the 
gift is valid without interpretation.

In his pastoral epistles written later than the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
makes no mention of prophets to Timothy or Titus while talking about all of the 
important leadership roles such as pastor, elder and deacon. Many scholars 
believe that this is because at that point the role of adding new truth to scripture 
was nearly complete. Likewise Paul makes no mention in this letter to the Corin-
thians of those leadership roles and so the unique office of prophet was not only 
still open to the early church, but was the leadership as truth was being estab-
lished and confirmed. It too, as a gift, had to be exercised in an orderly fashion. 
Paul again limits the number who speak and in addition lays the responsibility of 
discernment on the leaders who have been gifted by the Spirit to teach and dis-
cern the truth.

Like the Bereans, whom Paul commended in Acts 17:11 for their diligence in test-
ing his teaching, Paul expects those who are hearing what the prophets had to 
say to test what they are teaching against what was established truth at that 
point. Once again order applies so that no two whom had been given a revela-
tion should be attempting to teach at the exact same time.

1 John 1:4 tells us to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God”. No one 
claiming to have a revelation is ever to be given the benefit of the doubt simply 
based on their claim. If the Holy Spirit is leading it will be of sound spirit. It will

Church Meetings Must Be Orderly

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a 
psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. 
Let all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should 
be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 
but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him 
speak to himself and to God.”

14:26-28

“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. But if 
a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep 
silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all 
may be exhorted; and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for 
God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the 
saints.”

14:29-33
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not be through an “out of mind” experience, but sober minded and orderly. As 
God authors clarity and peace, the same must be the nature of those who teach 
in the assembly of the saints.

Paul writes in 2 Tim 2:11-13:

Women are to keep silent in the churches - This is all based upon the estab-
lished role of authority by God as Paul has already made this clear earlier in this 
letter (chapter 11). This has always been true based on Gods law. Prior to the 
church, women in the gathering of God’s people in the synagogues were not 
extended the role of authority, leadership or teaching over men. Paul links this 
truth not only to the law of God but to the created order.

We also must keep in mind what God declared would be a constant after affect 
of the fall in Genesis 3:16 where He tells Eve, who represents women, that her 
“desire will be for her husband, but he will rule over you”. No matter what the 
desire of a woman, this command is from God and based on His character and 
His established order. In any situation where we see that a woman is extended 
the authoritative role of “pastor” or teacher in the assembly, the rebellion 
against the word of God at that point is only the beginning.

All arguments used to defend such usurped roles of authority by women in the 
gathered church are arbitrary and a distraction to the simple truth that this is the 
way that the Father has defined His intentions for His created order. Regardless 
of human sin and emotion, no excuses are acceptable. Yet this was common 
practice for the Corinthians and the same is true today.

While we point out the rebellion of women who seek an authoritative role in the 
assembly of the Saints it is equally as important to point out the rebellion of men 
who not only permit this twisting of roles but fail to be obedient to their God 
appointed role.

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted 
to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. If they 
desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is 
improper for a woman to speak in church. Was it from you that the word 
of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only? If anyone thinks he is 
a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you 
are the Lord’s commandment. But if anyone does not recognize this, he is 
not recognized.”

“A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But 
I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to 
remain quiet. For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.”

14:34-38
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Let them ask their own husbands at home - This is all in the context of order and 
authoritative roles in the assembly of the body. Paul is not saying that when the 
body is assembled women are to tune out and turn off or that learning itself 
cannot happen for a woman in the gathered assembly. But order in that assem-
bly has been established by God and even those men who were given the 
authority to teach and lead had to do so in an orderly way.

In this instruction it is implied that all men are to be well versed in scripture and 
the understanding of it so that they may lovingly and amply be able to fulfill 
their role as husbands in the way that God has prescribed. But even when men 
fail at this point, women who rebel and move themselves into a position of defi-
ance does not remedy the situation rather it only adds to the rebellion.

A woman who desires to obey and submit to the Lord will recognize the 
assigned roles and in honoring the leadership of men in the assembly, and even 
more specifically the leadership of her husband, honors God. But she also 
honors herself. Men that have been called into the role of teaching the truth 
must do so in an orderly and discerning way, testing the spirits and submitting 
to God’s authority. This role fulfilled consistently over time is honorable, not only 
in the sight of the assembly, but more importantly in the sight of God. Likewise 
when women are able to bring themselves into submission as God has pre-
scribed in the assembly, they also accumulate honor in the sight of the body and 
in the sight of God.

Was it from you...? - Paul uses sarcasm to point out the obvious. The Corinthians 
were acting so arrogantly in their pursuit of selfish ambition that they were 
acting as if their opinions were on par with or even over the authority of God. 
They must have contended with Paul over these issues. All believers must con-
sider their actions in all circumstances. Jesus said “if you love me you will obey 
what I command”(Jhn 14:15).

It is one thing to sin on impulse, but another to willingly engage in long patterns 
of rebellion some of which may be life long. The exhortation is that a true love 
for God and His Word will result in submission to it. Anyone conducting them-
selves in the midst of the assembly in a way that defies God, is not to be recog-
nized.

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to 
speak in tongues. But all things must be done properly and in an orderly 
manner.”

14:39-40
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The resurrection is explained in the greatest detail here than anywhere else in 
scripture. Both the resurrection of Christ and the believer are discussed. While Paul 
will be going into further detail in this passage, he reminds the Corinthians that this 
teaching is merely expounding on what they had been previously taught and 
saved by when he preached it to them the first time.

First the gospel was preached. Paul asks in Romans: “How then will they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have 
not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?” (Rom 10:14). No one 
simply wakes up one day believing the gospel without the gospel being presented. 
The Holy Spirit uses the truth proclaimed in the gospel both to convict and to save 
lost sinners.

What makes them brethren is that they acted upon the gospel by receiving it. Not 
just a whim of emotion conjured up by human intellect or will (Jhn 1:12-13), but a 
real belief which caused them to stand in the truth. While there was many things 
that needed to be corrected within the body at Corinth, they did not move away 
from the gospel.

It is by receiving, and standing on the truth of the gospel that believers are saved. 
But Paul qualifies saved by duration. Time is the ultimate factor in the demonstra-
tion of a true faith. That no matter the circumstances a believer will hold fast to the 
Word. One whom abandons the truth simply reveals a profession of faith that was 
in vain (1 Jhn 2:19).

Not only are transformed lives an important testimony to the reality of the gospel, 
but as Paul says what is of first importance is that the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ on the third day was all according to the Scriptures. Gods Word is

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you 
believed in vain.”

15:1-2

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scrip-
tures,.”

15:3-4

The Reality of the Resurrection

In The Corinthian Brethren

According to Scripture
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its own proof. Some 27% of scripture is prophecy written by men as they were 
moved by God to give detail to events that God would bring about long before 
they actually happened. In His wisdom God has given to man a self-authenticating 
message system called the Holy Bible.

Jesus himself pointed the two disciples on the Emmaus Road to Himself not by 
saying “look guys its me” but by pointing them to Scripture:

Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures:

He was buried:

He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures:

Jesus had predicted His resurrection (Lk 24:25-27) when He proclaimed that the 
only sign that He had left to show, which was the ultimate sign, was His own death 
burial and resurrection calling it the sign of Jonah. In John 2:19 He proclaimed “de-
stroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up” (See also Mt 16:21; Mk 8:31; 9:31; 
Lk 9:22)

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He 
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles;”

“And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that 
the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer 
these things and to enter into His glory? Then beginning with Moses and 
with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself 
in all the Scriptures.”     (Lk 24:25-27)

“But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed.”   (Is 53:5 - see all of Is 53)

“His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His 
death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His 
mouth.”   (Is 53:9)

“For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy 
One to undergo decay.”   (Is 53:9)

15:5-7

According to Eyewitnesses
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There is perhaps no more reliable form of proof than that of a credible eyewitness 
whom lawyers use in a court of law to either accuse or excuse an individual. Paul 
makes the same appeal since there were so many credible eyewitnesses and on 
many occasions of the resurrected Christ. Not one of His disciples was excluded 
from seeing the resurrected Christ. He also appeared to as many as 500 at once.

History itself reveals the reality of this witness as well as to its effect upon the wit-
nesses. While critics would claim that the followers of Christ wanted so desper-
ately to believe that they simply made it up. But Jesus’ disciples went from a posi-
tion of fear and confusion to one of authority and resolve in proclaiming the truth, 
many to the point of death. All because they witnessed the resurrected Christ.

Untimely born, He appeared to me also -  Paul was unique in that Christ appeared 
to Him in a dramatic way (Acts 9:1-8) well after the ascension. Paul also was an 
extreme persecutor of the church of no small reputation. For Paul to go from such 
an extreme position of denial to one of absolute submission to the authority of 
Christ gives no greater testimony. Paul not only uses his own eyewitness account 
but also his example of a changed life to verify the reality of the resurrected Christ.

While many labored in bring the gospel, Paul points out that he the more due to 
the extreme circumstances of his salvation. Whether it was be his witness or the 
witness of others, the Corinthian brethren believed.

Paul addresses an apparent confusion that existed amongst the Corinthians that 
may have been based on previous pagan beliefs, particularly in dualism which 
viewed the physical as so evil that it simply ceased to exist when it perished and 
that only a spirit reality was true of an after life. Greek philosophy was repulsed at 
the idea of the flesh being resurrected. There may have also been some influence 
from Jews who had followed the Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection.

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. For I am 
the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I per-
secuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of 
them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. Whether then it was I or they, 
so we preach and so you believed.”

15:8-11

According to Paul Himself

“Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do 
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?”

15:12

Theological Implications of The Resurrection
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But the Old Testament clearly teaches a bodily resurrection (Job 19:26; Pss 16:8-11; 
17:15; Dan 12:2). Jesus Himself taught about the resurrection (Jn 5:28,29; 6:44; 11:25; 
14:19) and so did the apostles (Act 4:1,2)

If there is no resurrection of the dead - Paul lists six major consequences that 
would be disastrous to the Christian faith if there were no such reality of the resur-
rection.

 1) The implications of no resurrection would be that Christ Himself was not 
raised from the dead and if that were the case preaching such a thing would be 
foolish especially in light of all of the controversy and persecution it brought 
about.

 2) Faith itself would be vain. Faith is a gift from God (Eph 2:8) and since the 
Spirit testifies to the risen Christ (Jhn 20:29), if He was not raised then any faith 
linked to Christ would be for nothing.

 3) Those who testified to be eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ would be 
paramount liars no just to men but would be making God out to be a liar as well.

 4) Since the resurrection is physical proof that the sacrifice of Christ was suffi-
cient to atone for man’s sin, then the implication of no resurrection is that sin has 
not been atoned for. This would make the sacrifice of Jesus utterly pointless. Man 
was created body and spirit. Without his body he is not the complete expression 
of man. Jesus became flesh and blood so that through His physical sacrifice He 
could kill our spiritual link to dead Adam.

The resurrection makes it possible for all of those who have been made alive in 
Christ spiritually, to be eventually united with a new physical body of glory thus 
making their new humanity complete. God will not tolerate sin and will not allow it 
in His presence. No resurrection means that sin remains and there would be no way 

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;
and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also 
is vain.”

15:13-14

“Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we 
testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact 
the dead are not raised.”

15:15

“For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.”

15:16-17

The Consequences of No Resurrection
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 5) Anyone who trusted in Christ that had been either killed for their faith or 
simply died from natural consequences, would have died in their sins with no pos-
sibility for entering the presence of God.

 6) Christians who enter into a life of self - denial and willingly suffer persecu-
tion for the testimony of Christ would be the most pitiful people to walk the earth. 
Christians are taught to lay up treasure in heaven and not have the impulses and 
desires of this age be our driving motivation in living. Everything about the teach-
ing of Christ is opposed the world and the flesh. What would be the point if there 
was no future reward? Obviously none.

The Christian is not looking for ultimate fulfillment in this age, but in the age to 
come.

Session 13 - Chapter 14:26-15:19 

“Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have 
hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”

15:18-19


