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Paul reminds them of what they already know to be true and have been professing 
all along despite whatever seeds of doubt were being sown.

The First Fruits - First Fruits is a feast tucked into the Passover week and was 
observed on the first day after the Sabbath that occurred in the midst of the week 
(Lev 23:4-11). This feast was initially given to the Jews for when they had crossed 
into the promised land and they were to take the first of the fruit of the land and 
offer it up to God.

In observation of the feast, the initial portion of the grain and cereal harvest in the 
spring were given to the Lord as a dedication demonstrating the belief that the 
whole harvest would come in good because of the Lords blessing. In the spring not 
much else is ready to be harvested so it required trust in the Lord for provision.

Jesus is the fulfillment of the type presented in the Passover as our Passover Lamb. 
He also was resurrected on the morning of the Feast of First fruits. Paul clearly is 
linking the fulfillment of the type in Christ's resurrection on First Fruits with the 
promise of the whole harvest which will be the resurrection of the redeemed. The 
Feast of Weeks or Pentecost celebrated the fuller harvest. Since the First fruits are 
inseparable from the whole harvest then the resurrection of Jesus is inseparable 
from the resurrection of the redeemed.

By a man - God warned Adam that if he took and ate of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, “in dying you will die”. Not only would the curse bring a contin-
ued aging and eventual death of the body, but the spiritual unity between God and 
man was instantly severed. All mankind is genetically and spiritually connected to 
Adam. Not only do all men die as the outcome of the sinful state, but there is no 
spiritual life that natural humanity is born with (Eph 2:1).

It is important to keep in mind that all of the dead will be resurrected. But there are 
two distinct resurrections that are made clear in scripture. The first resurrection 
that leads unto eternal life (Rev 20:4-6) and the second resurrection which leads 
to eternal death (Rev 20:11-15).

All - While all mankind will be resurrected, only those who are “in Christ” will be 
made alive. All who are still in Adam will receive the second death. This is a matter 
of identity. This is why Jesus said “you must be born again”, not just a religious title 
but a truly new creature. The Holy Spirit baptizes the redeemed into the  body of 
Christ and while believers await the final result which is a new sinless body, the 
spirit is made alive instantly.

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resur-
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made 
alive.”

15:20-22

The Order of the Resurrection
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In the three weeks that Paul spent with the Thessalonians he taught them all doc-
trine including details about the end times (2Thes 2:5). There are many details 
given in first and second Thessalonians concerning the resurrection and the end 
times. John gives even more details in the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ.
While all Christians believe in the resurrection not all agree on the timing details 
concerning it. Paul sums up the resurrection of all of the saints in one statement 
here but that resurrection is clearly categorized in scripture.

Jesus said to His disciples:

First we are told that Jesus is “preparing a place for you” in His Fathers house, not 
here on earth. He also states that He will come again to “receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also”. So His coming for His church will result in our 
being removed from this earth and being brought to the Fathers house. This is the 
encouragement Paul gives the Thessalonians who were concerned for those 
believers that had died when they thought that they were in the day of the Lord:

In this passage we see the same event where those who are the church, both the 
dead and the living, are resurrected and gathered to meet Christ in the air to 
always be with Him. When Jesus is revealed from heaven He will be accompanied 
by the church following Him on white horses (Rev 19). While the church accompa-
nies Christ at His return from heaven, there are others who are resurrected at His 
return after He establishes thrones on earth for His administration to be carried out.

“But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are 
Christ’s at His coming,”

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” (Jhn 
14:1-3)

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are 
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
(1 Thes 4:13-18)

15:23

The Resurrection of the Church

Session 14 - Chapter 15:20-34
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In Revelation 7 is revealed to John a multitude of saints whom John is told are “the 
ones coming out of the great tribulation” (v.14). In chapter 20 of Revelation those 
same souls are described as coming to life to reign with Christ after He has 
returned to earth (vv.4-5).

There is also another group of believers who are resurrected at the return of Christ 
and the establishment of His earthly kingdom.

Daniel is told that “his people” who are found in the book will be rescued from a 
specific time of distress that is like no other time. That rescue will be when Jesus 
returns to defeat their enemies who are also His. Daniel is told that “many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake” (See also Isa. 26:19-21).

We are told in Revelation 20 that after the 1,000 years of the earthly reign of Christ 
is completed and the final rebellion of man is consumed by fire from heaven which 
results in the total destruction of the creation, that all of the dead will be judged 
before the great white throne. This is the throne of judgement for those who are 
not God’s people and they will be resurrected to the “second death”. While the 
earthly body comes to an end, there will be no end for the second death which is 
eternal judgement in the lake of fire.

“Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of 
your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never 
occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, 
everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. Many of those who 
sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the 
others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have insight will shine 
brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the 
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” (Dan 12:1-3)

The Resurrection of the Tribulation Saints

The Resurrection of the Old Testament Saints

The Resurrection of the Wicked

“then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and 
Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He 
must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy 
that will be abolished is death.”

15:24-26

The Kingdom on Earth

Session 14 - Chapter 15:20-34
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Once again Paul wraps up a whole lot in this compact statement. We see two 
major events; 1) His earthly reign that puts all His enemies under His feet, and 2) 
the end of that reign when all is given back to the Father and that only when all 
rule and authority and power has been abolished.

While Jesus came and presented Himself as King in Jerusalem, the utter rebellion 
of his people caused them to reject Him as their King and have Him crucified. “We 
do not want this man to reign over us” is ascribed by Jesus to the Jews in one of 
His kingdom parables (Lk 19:14).

But it is not only His own people that rejected Jesus. Revelation describes the 
nations under Satanic deception, driven by their own sin that will actually attempt 
to thwart the return of Christ to reign on the earth over the nations. Psalm 2 
describes the conflict between the righteous King and the attitude of the rebel-
lious nations:

The new heavens and earth as described in Revelation 21 and 22 will have no sin, 
no rebellious peoples, no death and no need for a strong assertive power and 
authority to be wielded with a rod of iron. Revelation 21 and 22 describe the time 
when, as Paul says, “all is given back to the Father” and “all rule and authority and 
power has been abolished.” But before that happens, Christ must reign as King on 
this current earth over the nations according to the promises and prophecy both 
of the Old and New Testaments.

While much of the Kingdom on earth is described by the prophets, the Revelation 
given to John of Jesus Christ reveals precise details of how the kingdom will come 
about, its duration and how it will come to an end prior to the new heavens and 
earth. It is in Revelation that we are introduced to the “thousand year” aspect of 

“Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against 
the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us tear their fetters apart and 
cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord 
scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His 
fury, saying, “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy moun-
tain. I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son,
today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your 
inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession. You shall break 
them with a rod of iron, you shall shatter them like earthenware.’” Now therefore, 
O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. worship the 
LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He 
not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.
How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” (Ps 2)

Session 14 - Chapter 15:20-34
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the reign of Christ on this earth. Psalm 2 corresponds perfectly with the events 
described in Revelation 19 that are associated with the installation of the King on 
Zion. As He comes from heaven with His armies Revelation 19:15 says that He will 
“strike down the nations and rule them with a rod of iron.” Just as Psalm 2 says that 
the “nations are in an uproar and the peoples devise a vain thing” Revelation 19:19 
describes the beast and the kings of the earth gathered to make war against Jesus 
and His saints. Jesus utterly destroys them and casts the beast and the false 
prophet alive into the lake of fire (Rev 19:20)

It is then in Revelation 20 that we are introduced to the “thousand years” time 
frame that is the kingdom of Jesus on earth. Many details are linked to 1,000 years:

• Satan will be bound and sealed in the bottomless pit for 1,000 years and then
   released after the 1,000 years (vv.1-3)

• The saints will reign with Christ for 1,000 years (vv.4, 6)

• The resurrection of the “dead” does not take place till after the 1,000 years (v.5)

• Satan will be released after the 1,000 years to lead one final rebellion against
   Christ and His people (vv.7-10)

So Revelation 19-22 fits in perfectly with what Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 15:23 
-26. It will be after the white throne judgement and the creation of the new heav-
ens and earth that death will be no more.

Paul reflects on the fact that it is the Father who gives the Son all things and that 
all things are in subjection to Jesus, yet the Father is not subject to the Son. In the 
end we see that Jesus and all who are in Him are subject to the Father. This again 
points us to the fact that while God is one, He is three unique persons. The Son and 
the Holy Spirit are God, but submit to the Father. The human nature that the Son 
of God added to Himself (he “took on flesh and blood”) will remain for eternity.

The 1,000 year Kingdom on Earth

“For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But 
when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is 
excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. When all things are sub-
jected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who 
subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.”

15:27-28

Session 14 - Chapter 15:20-34
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Baptized for the dead - Paul is simply pointing out that those who have testified 
of Christ and that have died, whether it be by martyrdom or natural causes, have 
become a source of inspiration and encouragement to those who as a result 
believed and became baptized based on the testimony of the deceased.

Paul calls the Philippians his joy and his crown. It will be at the judgement seat of 
Christ that believers will stand before the Lord, resurrected, to receive reward for 
their worthy work on earth. There is no more worthy work than leading others to 
Christ. Our testimony should be effective enough that even in death others may 
reflect on our witness concerning Christ and believe.

But our reward is not here on earth in this mortal body, it is hoped for in the eternal 
and in the new body. Christians labor based on that perspective. What would be 
the point if there were no resurrection?

Other motives - Paul says that Christians are always at risk in hostile environments 
from enemies of Christ. Additionally those who travel as missionaries will naturally 
be exposed to various dangers.

He also makes little of himself as he boasts in what Christ is doing in others. Appar-
ently Paul even had to fight some wild beasts because of his testimony. He says 
that all of the willingness of believers to suffer are based on the resurrection, oth-
erwise what would be the point? We may as well live for all we can in the here and 
now.

Peter, when describing the end, says “since all these things are thus to be dis-
solved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, (2Pe 
3:11)”.  Paul points the Corinthians to the fact that if they lived in the knowledge of 
the holiness of God and of the reality of the resurrection, they would be motivated 
to holy living and keep company with others of like mind. It is shameful for Chris-
tians to do otherwise.

Session 14 - Chapter 15:20-34

“Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead 
are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them? Why are we also 
in danger every hour? I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I 
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. If from human motives I fought 
with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not 
raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE.”

15:29-32

“Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.” Become 
sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowl-
edge of God. I speak this to your shame.”

15:33-34

Incentives of the Resurrection


