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In reminding the Corinthians of God’s calling them to salvation, Paul points out 
that most of them were not from the stock of what the world would consider the 
“A - team”. The majority of them had not come from positions of high esteem in 
scholarly circles, they were not mighty conquering men nor did they have any 
position of nobility. The were not part of the ruling class or the political class, but 
were what would seem to be “nothing” (despised) in the eyes of the world.

Paul lists things that would describe a self - promoting humanity that had 
achieved certain status through human effort, an effort that would lead them to 
a great deal of pride. Pride that would gasp at the thought of the acknowledge-
ment of such a need as salvation from sin. These things serve as great hin-
drances to humility and help to continually harden a dead heart.

Consider the rich young ruler (Mat 19; Mar 10; Luk 18). It was his wealth that he 
was not willing to part with that caused him to reject Jesus. Jesus stated “Truly 
I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I say 
to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.(Mat 19: 23,24)”

But Paul is not saying that it is impossible that specifically these types of people 
will ever be saved. In fact Paul himself was on such a path of elitism within the 
world of Judaistic piety as he says in his letter to the Philippians:

In response to Jesus’ remark about the rich and the impossibility of salvation for 
those who cannot forsake their love of possessions and status, the disciples ask 
“Then who can be saved?(Mat 19:25)” to which Jesus responded “With people 
this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.(Mat 19:26)”. So Paul is not 
saying that those of a certain level of social, economic or intellectual status 
cannot be saved, he is saying that those things which the world holds in high

“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,
and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,”

“although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else 
has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the 
eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.” (Phl 3:4-6)

Boast in the Lord Not Man

The paradox of God’s calling

1:26-28
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regard God counts as nothing as it relates to His favor.  Paul goes on to tell the 
Philippians about how his status and achievements mounted up to the work of 
Christ:

So even when those who have achieved the things which the world would aspire 
to come to Christ by His calling, they have a completely different perspective on 
life and the world instantly turns on them.  Even those who would otherwise be 
admired by the world become as those who are despised by the world.

Does the same “impossibility” as it relates to salvation apply to the poor, the 
weak and the insignificant? How about to someone like Mother Teresa?

Paul says that God is shaming the wise, the strong and those of status with the 
foolish, weak and despised. But it would not seem to be the case and in fact is 
not the case in this age. Paul says that God has chosen the things that are not, 
so that He may nullify the things that are. The things that are relate to this dying 
age and those who are perishing with it. In this age we who believe have been 
counted as the despised. But this age will pass away and we who will be 
revealed with Christ will  nullify the wisdom of this age which is also passing 
away.

God has chosen - Paul continues to remind true believers that they are chosen 
by God and not because of who they are or what they have done.

So that no man can boast before God sums up the purpose of vv.18-28 (see Eph 
2:9). God will share His glory with no man and when it comes to salvation, it is not 
anything within the heart or status of an individual that moves God to call on 
them, rather it is in spite of themselves that sinners are called by God for His glory. 
So it is by His doing that believers are in Christ. Again Paul is referring to our posi-
tional reality. It is God who, through the Holy Spirit, makes a dead person alive and 
baptizes that individual into the body of Christ making that individual a new cre-
ation (2 Cor 5:17). Preaching Christ Jesus is foolishness to the world, but as God

“so that no man may boast before God. But by His doing you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sancti-
fication, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO 
BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.””

“But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss 
for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ,” (Phl 3:7-8)

1:29-31
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has revealed Him to His chosen ones, He became wisdom to us from God. It is 
not our belief that causes Jesus Christ to become wisdom from God, rather it is 
God’s eternal wisdom that is revealed to us through life in Christ. Paul points to 
three main aspects of the wisdom of God revealed in Christ for believers. Christ  
has become:

 1 - Our righteousness - Possessing none of our own His sacrifice has been
     applied to us as believers so that we can be in His presence. He sees as
     as righteous now and we can boldly approach Him (Heb 4:16).

 2 - Our sanctification - God has set us apart from the world and placed us in
      the resurrected Christ. He has brought us out of darkness and placed us
      into His marvelous light (1Pe 2:9). This is a positional truth, but it is also a
      process that will be made full with:

 3 - Our redemption - This is the glory that awaits all who are in Christ. The
      Lord will return to claim what He has purchased and the resurrection will
      be applied to His bride (Lk 20:36; Rom 8:18-19; Eph 1:14; etc.).

It is in Gods wisdom that dead sinners must be made alive by being brought out 
of Adam and placed into Christ through adoption; transformation. Paul says in 
Ephesians that “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus...” Not just an 
improved self help sort of life course, but a completely new being all together. 
How can Paul say anything less than what all believers are left to say but “Let 
him who boasts, boast in the Lord”.

Tying his points back to what they were engaging in, the cult of personality, Paul 
reminds the Corinthian believers that he had no particular style or eloquence 
that was part of the proclamation of the gospel. In fact Paul brought the gospel 
to them after being beaten in Philippi, run out of Thessolonica and Berea, and 
mocked in Athens (Acts 16:22-24; 17:10, 13, 14, 32). His was a humble approach 
with trembling not because he was afraid of them but because the reality for 
unbelievers is a severe one.

So Gods power is demonstrated  and He is glorified when the redeemed understand

“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of 
speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I deter-
mined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, and my mes-
sage and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest 
on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”

Christ crucified is all that matters

2:1-5
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how they are brought to Christ. It is through God’s power when the gospel is 
clearly preached, unaltered by man’s opinion or craftiness.

Think about the reality that Paul is continuing to enforce here about how 
people become saved. How does this help you to share the gospel?

Some, in fact many, who claim to be followers of Christ would say that doctrine 
is divisive and there is a level of arrogance to those who pursue a deeper under-
standing of Christ. But Paul is only discrediting the supposed wisdom of this age 
and the rulers of it as it pertains to eternity. In some cases when Paul uses the 
word mature (teleios) he is speaking to ones level of sanctification in the faith 
but here mature is referring to belief. The author of Hebrews uses it in the same 
context:

The world pursues wisdom and understanding in a multitude of disciplines and 
while, by the grace of God humanity has been given intelligence to discover 
many things that enhance and improve the way we live and understand creation 
if those pursuits don’t begin with the understanding of the revealed God they 
are in vain. Even if pursued with God in mind, no discipline has eternal value like 
the wisdom of God revealed in a mystery.

This mystery from God is not some unobtainable or unsolvable puzzle. The word 
Paul uses (mysterion) is speaking about an eternal truth hidden in the purpose 
and counsel of God. In fact Paul uses the term some 17 times in his epistles to 
refer to Christ and His body; the church. The whole counsel of God as it pertains 
to the purpose of creation is revealed in Jesus who is the Christ. The mystery of

“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, how-
ever, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but 
we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God pre-
destined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers 
of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH 
EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT 
ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR 
THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”.”

The Wisdom of God vs. The Wisdom of The World

2:6-9

“Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press 
on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God,” (Heb 6:1)
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the incarnation has been predestined before the foundation of the world and 
has been revealed by the Holy Spirit to whom God has chosen, even though the 
knowledge of Jesus is not hidden from anyone.

If God will share His glory with no one, what does Paul mean by saying that 
this wisdom is predestined by God to our glory? (see Eph 3:8-12)

While the rulers of this age were confronted by the testimony of Jesus they saw 
a mere man. In fact a threat to their status and in their sin and folly they crucified 
the Lord of Glory, why? Because the mystery was not revealed to them by their 
own wisdom. Paul says that if they did know Him they would not have crucified 
Him. Quoting Isaiah 64:4 Paul tells us that the full wisdom of God revealed in the 
Christ has been prepared by God to be made known to those that love Him. And 
we who love Him, “love Him because He first loved us” (1Jhn 4:19).

This wisdom of Christ is revealed only through the Holy Spirit. An individuals 
thoughts are only know by himself, not other people. Likewise it is impossible for 
any created being to know the thoughts of God, except if they are revealed by 
God through the Holy Spirit.

The spirit of the world is darkness and deception (2Co 4:4). But the Holy Spirit 
has revealed to Paul and the other apostles and writers of the life and doctrine 
of Christ what to teach and write down just as Jesus had promised them:

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to 
you.,” (Jhn 14:26)

“For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all 
things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts 
of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts 
of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”

2:10-11

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which 
things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those 
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”

2:12-13
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Who is the natural man and what is his ability according to Paul to understand 
the things of the Spirit of God? (see John 3:3-8 and Eph 2:1-3)

The Holy Spirit’s ministry to believers is to cause us to appraise or consider the 
things of God. It begins the moment He moves to give us mere mortal beings life 
in Christ. No natural man has any connection to the mind of God, and even 
believers can’t know the whole mind of God that we would be able to instruct 
Him, but as it pertains to what God has chosen to reveal of Himself in Christ the 
believer can fully comprehend because of the indwelling Spirit.

In Romans Paul also links the death of a believers “natural man” to the death of 
Christ:

In Christ the old man dies and the new man lives and the whole counsel of God 
revealed in Jesus who is the Christ is life and light to us. Death and darkness no 
longer cause the things pertaining to Christ to appear foolish to us who believe 
because we now have the mind of Christ.

“However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9)

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom 8:11)

“Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus have been baptized into His death?” (Rom 6:3)

“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he 
himself is appraised by no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE 
LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.”

2:14-16


