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Paul demonstrates the true heart of the gospel and of a father. Fathers who love 
their children will discipline them when it is necessary in order to steer them in 
the right direction. In that discipline love and encouragement are expressed at 
the same time. Paul is admonishing his beloved children in the spirit. As their 
spiritual father, he will care more about their spiritual growth and wisdom than 
any other teacher they may have.

As their spiritual father and as one who loves the Lord he can encourage them 
to imitate him as he follows Christ. Paul is not claiming perfection or being arro-
gant rather his desire is that they would desire to be like Christ as he desires the 
same. Paul tells Timothy:

It is not credentials but actions that qualify leaders as examples to follow. The 
author of Hebrews had the same advice:

Paul was confident to send Timothy ahead of himself to be with the Corinthians 
because Timothy followed Jesus as Paul had taught him. Paul’s message is 
Christ everywhere he goes. 

“I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my 
beloved children. For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you 
would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father 
through the gospel. Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.”

“Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, 
love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” (1 
Tim 4:12)

“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and 
considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb 13:7,8)

A True Spiritual Father

4:14-16

“For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just 
as I teach everywhere in every church. Now some have become arrogant, 
as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord 
wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their 
power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power. 
What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit 
of gentleness?”

4:17-21
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Timothy would be faithful to teach doctrine and not
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and not his ideas. He would also be faithful in living out the character of the 
gospel in his service toward the body of Christ.

A rod or love - Those who are trying to lead people away from Paul were possi-
bly saying that he didn’t care enough to visit them but he reminds that he has 
every intention of coming to them as the Lord allows. In confronting those 
attempting to discredit Paul and lead others astray, Paul states that his authority 
is the gospel and when their teachings and actions are confronted with that 
gospel authority they will be shown to have no power.

If they would repent of their sin and humble themselves before the Lord, then 
Paul will not have to publicly confront them. But he had the authority and 
resolve as their loving spiritual father to do so for their own good.

According to verse 9 Paul had already addressed the open sin in the congrega-
tion at Corinth. The immorality of some in the congregation was not being disci-
plined (Mat 18: 15-18). One particular act was practically like incest as a man had 
been sleeping with his step mother. Apparently not even Rome accepted this 
kind of depravity.

Paul equates their “tolerance” with arrogance as they had not mourned over the 
sin rather they continued to allow those who openly sinned to continue on in 
their fellowship. Paul says in Ephesians:

Jesus warned the church at Thyatira:

“It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality 
of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone 
has his father’s wife. You have become arrogant and have not mourned 
instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from 
your midst. For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, 
have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were 
present. In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with 
you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to deliver 
such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

5:1-5

Session 4 - Chapter 4:14 - 6:11

Accepted Sin is Defiling to the Church

“But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among 
you, as is proper among saints;....Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds 
of darkness, but instead even expose them;”(Eph 5:3,11)

‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, 
and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. But I have this against 
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How is the sin and the tolerance of it similar to the state of Christianity today and 
what do you think is the cause of it?

Today we hear “don’t judge me” and yet Paul in the authority of Christ and for 
the sake of the purity of the church did just that. He has judged discipline neces-
sary for the unrepentant sinner. Paul had decided to deliver such a one to Satan
This is the final step of Christian discipline for an unrepentant sinner is to send 
them out of the fellowship. Paul equates turning someone over to their flesh and 
the world as turning them over to Satan.

The likely result is severe chastening that will result in bodily harm and possibly 
even death (Acts 5:1-11; Rom 1:26-32). It is possible that the man repented and 
was restored (2 Cor). And that is the idea. It is better that one be turned away 
from fellowship left to face the world and Satan apart from true Christian fellow-
ship and be brought to repentance than for the same to remain within the 
fellowship of the church and think all is OK.

Remember that Paul was initially addressing sectarianism. They were prideful in 
their focus on and allegiance to personality which caused them to overlook the 
sin in their midst. But just as leaven permeates and impacts the entire lump of 
dough, practiced sin in the midst of the church does the same to impact the 
church.

The Passover was celebrated as a reminder that they were brought out of Egyp-
tian bondage and delivered to be free in their own land. The feast ultimately 
shadowed the believers deliverance from bondage to sin to freedom in Christ. 

“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new 
lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has 
been sacrificed. Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, 
nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.”

5:6-8

Session 4 - Chapter 4:14 - 6:11

you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, 
and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit 
acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to 
repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. Behold, I will 
throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. (Rev 2:19-22)
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Unleavened bread represents the new man seen as righteous in god’s sight made
so by the blood of Christ. The Passover then is a daily reality for the church and as 
we celebrate its reality we must sure that discipline is always practiced for the 
sake of the purity of the body. He is not claiming that we are able to be sinless, but 
that our unleavened bread is sincerity and truth.

In the event that they had misunderstood what Paul had been trying to communi-
cate with them in his previous letter, he lets them know that he was not suggest-
ing that they never interact with the Roman society. Rather they were to evange-
lise the lost. In His high priestly prayer, Jesus prayed for His disciples:

So the church is in the world by God’s design to be witnesses for the name of 
Jesus by our words, deeds and unity in sanctification. We cannot expect lost 
people to act like redeemed people. But within the body sanctification from the 
world is vital.

Paul was instructing them not to associate with any so - called brother who was 
within the church claiming the name of Christ yet continually living in sin with an 
unrepentant spirit. In using the term so called brother Paul is talking about anyone 
within a fellowship of believers who professes the name of Christ. It is impossible 
for anyone to know for certain the position of any other person as we are not able 
to see their heart.

In Matthew 13:25-40 Jesus’s parable demonstrates that it is not within our ability 
nor is it a command given for us to try to determine the tares and uproot them 
from our midst. That will be determined by the Lord who knows all things. But it

“I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at 
all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and 
swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.
But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he 
is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, 
or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with 
judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But 
those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM 
AMONG YOURSELVES.”

5:9-13

Session 4 - Chapter 4:14 - 6:11

“I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take 
them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your 
word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be 
sanctified in truth.” (John 17:14-19)
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is possible for a believer to get caught up in a pattern of sin and remain rebellious 
in that sin. In Romans 6 Paul explains that the reality for a new creature in Christ 
is that God has broken the power of sin and as believers we are no longer slaves 
to sin and we are not to let it have mastery over us. Yet sin is still in the flesh and 
we can come under its grip if we sow to the flesh and remain unrepentant over it.

Paul mentions a list of sin and the implication was that there were many caught 
up in all kinds of sin in the Corinthian congregation. Believers can become indis-
tinguishable from nonbelievers in the world, in the church and in their own con-
science. In such cases all assurance of salvation becomes lost (2 Pet. 1:5-10; 1 John 
2:5). We are told to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”(Phil 2: 12, 
13).

It is only through our response to the counsel of God’s Word, other believers and 
God’s discipline that sanctification is worked out. Paul instructs them to not even 
eat with such a one as any act within or without of the church gathering that 
implies fellowship is detrimental to the discipline process. The goal of discipline is 
restoration and eventually patterns of sin will become broken in the lives of true 
believers and when they repent, they should be welcomed back into fellowship 
(2Cor 2:7).

Lawsuits were the Corinthian way of life and had even become a source of enter-
tainment. All disputes were initially attempted to be settled through arbitration. 
Each party in the dispute had an arbitrator assigned to them with a third party to 
serve as a neutral person in the matter. These arbitrators had no vested interest in 
the individuals. All citizens at the age of 60 were to serve as public arbitrators.

In the event that the arbitration process failed, the case went to a court of public 
jury made up of several hundred to several thousand people. All citizens 30 years 
of age or older were required to serve as jurors at some point. So lawsuits of all 
kinds were a regular part of life in Roman society, the majority of which really 
amounted to selfish acts and attitudes. 

“Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go 
to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? Or do you not 
know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are 
you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do you not know 
that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? So if you 
have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as 
judges who are of no account in the church?”

6:1-4

Session 4 - Chapter 4:14 - 6:11

Handle Disputes Within the Church
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The implication here is that believers were taking disputes with neighbors or 
fellow believers to unrighteous or secular courts rather than having the matter 
judged within the church. Their fleshly attitudes toward each other was resulting 
in a scandalous appearance before the unbelieving world. He uses the word 
“dare” to describe their complete foolishness and misunderstanding of their rela-
tionship to the world, to each other and to the righteousness of God.

The saints will judge the world - When Jesus is revealed to the world as He comes 
to judge the wicked and establish His kingdom on earth, His saints will be revealed 
with Him. Revelation tells us that we will reign with Him. While we are not in the 
kingdom age yet, we are to live with the kingdom in view. Since that kingdom will 
be characterized by the righteousness of God the church should exhibit that righ-
teousness to the world now. Paul asks are you not competent...? The implication 
is that they should be since they have the power of God within them through the 
Holy Spirit. 

The saints will judge angels - Scripture makes it clear that judging the fallen 
angels is carried out by God alone (2Pe 2:4; Jude 6). In this case the word judge 
refers to authority or rule and it will be given to the saints in eternity. Even in this 
age we are told that the angels are ministering spirits that God uses to serve the 
saints (Heb 1:14). As believers we have already been given the mind of Christ (2:16) 
and being ion positions of authority in Gods kingdom is far more complex than 
the fading disputes of this dying age and flesh.

The saints are not judged by the world - While we live in this world and in our 
fallen bodies, it may appear that we are the same as the world. Paul’s point is that 
worldly courts deal with worldly matters. Since we are not of this world we cannot 
expect the unsaved world to give us godly counsel or to resolve our ungodliness, 
only Christ can do that through the counsel of His saints. The world has no under-
standing of Christian doctrine and no power for Christian conduct. As it pertains 
to our account, we will be judged by Christ and His standards, not the world.

It is shameful that they have no true leadership; not one wise brother who can 
handle their disputes with godly counsel and authority. Rather they seek worldly 
wisdom and that is already a defeat for them because they have denied the power 
of God. Why not rather be wronged, defrauded? If the only choice they had were 
to have their dispute settled in an unrighteous court, they would be better

“I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man 
who will be able to decide between his brethren, but brother goes to law 
with brother, and that before unbelievers? Actually, then, it is already a 
defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be 
wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?  On the contrary, you yourselves 
wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren.”

6:5-8

Session 4 - Chapter 4:14 - 6:11
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off waiting for God to administer justice than to be judged by those who do not 
have the mind of Christ. Do we not believe that God is powerful enough to handle 
the outcome as He sees fit? We should seek reconciliation within the church but 
even if that fails we wrong and defraud the church when we attempt to have the 
issues handled by the unsaved world.

The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God - Paul says in Romans 3:10 
that there are none righteous and in 3:23 that all have sinned and fall short of 
Gods glory.  As sinners, the list impacts everyone even if there are some listed acts 
that we have not done. The list is not exhaustive but all of the ungodly have pat-
terns of these or other sins that characterize their whole life and is never repented 
of. Jesus stated that these sins go beyond what is simply manifested on the out-
side to what is reigning in the heart. Those who call themselves Christians but 
never repent of their sin, never battle with it demonstrate no evidence that they 
have been given new life in Christ (1John 3:9,10)

Such were some of you; but you were washed... - Those who have been 
redeemed have been given righteous standing before God (2Cor 5:21). Believers 
who have been given a new life and made a new creation (Jhn 3:3-8; 2Co5:17; Eph 
2:10; Tit 3:5) will not be characterized by life long patterns of sin (Rom 6:17, 18, 22).
The Holy Spirit who indwells believers works in us to transform us.

“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were 
some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.”

6:9-11
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