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Like all of the other topics that Paul has addressed the discussion of spiritual 
gifts came in response to the inquiries of some of the concerned brothers at the 
church in Corinth. The goal of Satan since the beginning of man has been to 
present a counterfeit to the truth in order to lead man away from the truth. Eve 
was deceived by Satan in the garden and Adam, along with her, fell into sin 
based on the lies that were presented.

While there is a true God and a true religion, Satan and the demons have been 
active since the fall to present to man false gods and false religions. God has 
strictly forbidden man to engage in activities that would seek to contact the 
dead or the spirit realm and this is because of the fact that the evil spiritual 
realm is all to eager to lead man into deception and idolatry.

The first organized false religion was under the leadership of Nimrod who with a 
unified and rebellious humanity had organized to construct a monument to 
commune with the spiritual realm (Gen 10:9-10; 11:4). They wanted to make a 
name for themselves in defiance of the true God who had commanded that they 
spread out and fill the earth.

In Revelation we see that the Lord has linked all false religions with “the great 
harlot Babylon” who is said to be the “mother of all harlots”(Rev 17:1, 5) or false 
religions. Man is a sensual being and many false religions are designed to appeal 
to the senses that make experience the driving factor in pursuing that religion 
and its god or gods. The culture of Corinth was engaged in many sensual acts 
believed to bring them into closer communion with their gods.

Such practices included yielding the body and mind to hypnotic chants, medita-
tions, substances, drunkenness and even sexual orgies all of which put them 
under the influence with demons that they believed were gods who would 
enlighten them. These practices also would often produce dreams, visions, 
strange utterances and divinations that were appealing to the experience.

The “worship” practices of many in the church at Corinth were apparently heav-
ily influenced by their former pagan beliefs. The knowledge of how the Spirit 
was truly working in the apostles and the church had caused them to pursue 
experience as paramount to anything else and had brought upon themselves 
spiritual influences that were not of the Holy Spirit.  Paul works through defining 
what is led by the Holy Spirit versus what is not.

Pagan Worship and Spiritual Gifts
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Paul reminds the Corinthians that if they were to recall their former pagan prac-
tices, they would remember that while their idols were “mute” or dumb they 
were none the less under actual spiritual influence that led them astray. 

Accursed - Many Corinthian believers were actually blaspheming the Lord 
during their gathering to worship. How could they be so deceived? Because 
they were relying on experience rather than truth to guide them. One of the 
early false teachings was that all matter was corrupt and even Christ’s Spirit left 
His human body before Jesus was crucified and He then died a cursed death as 
a mere man.

While Paul is addressing believers (”when you were pagans”) they were no 
doubt being led by certain false teachers. But those false teachers would have 
had no effect on them if they had not elevated experience over content. We may 
ask how can the Corinthians have been led astray at that point but there was not 
yet the written doctrine of the New Testament. So Paul makes it clear that the 
Spirit of God would never lead anyone to say that Jesus is accursed.

Jesus is Lord - Man who is dead in his trespasses and sin (Ehp 2:1) cannot dis-
cern the things of the Spirit of God ( 1 Cor 2:14). The purpose of the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit is to lead dead people to salvation. That salvation is based on the 
truth that Jesus is Lord (Jn 15:26; Rom 10:9,10; Eph 1:20,21; Ph 2:9-11; 1Jhn 5:6-8; 
etc.). So any gifts whether speaking gifts or non verbal gifts that are given by 
the Holy Spirit will always move in a way that honors and glorifies Jesus Christ, 
pointing to him as Lord.

Varieties of gifts - Natural abilities or talents are not what Paul is speaking of 
here. These gifts are given by the Holy Spirit after one had been born again. Paul 
links all gifts, ministries and their effects to the unity of the Godhead. He speaks 
of the Spirit, the Lord and God. While Father Son and Holy Spirit are three indi-
viduals, they are one God and function in perfect harmony. Likewise the body of 
Christ has been equipped by the Holy Spirit to function with the same harmony.

No gift, ministry or their effect, if manifested by the Holy Spirit, will draw attention

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.
You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute 
idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to you that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, 
“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”

12:1-3

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are variet-
ies of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the 
same God who works all things in all persons.”

12:4-6
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to any individual other than Jesus Christ.

There is no one who has been redeemed that has not been given gifts by the 
Holy Spirit. Those gifts are to be used for the purpose of the edification of the 
body of Christ. The exercise of any gift for the purpose of self edification or 
glory doesn't bring glory to Christ.

Word of wisdom - The book of Proverbs personifies wisdom and states that it is 
the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of knowledge (1:7). No one can utter 
true wisdom that is outside of the counsel of God. And there is no knowledge of 
God’s counsel outside of His Word.

Jesus told the disciples “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said to you.”(Jhn 14:26). So while at the time of Paul’s writing this letter to 
the Corinthians there was no penned New Testament, there was the Old Testa-
ment and the Word that was handed to the apostles and disciples that were 
equipped to utter wisdom based not on their own intuition, but God’s revealed 
Word. Wisdom communicates how to apply truths of God to living.

Word of Knowledge - Again in the early church this knowledge would have 
been revealed knowledge as the Holy Spirit moved on the writers of the New 
Testament to write it down (2Tim 3:16). In addition to being moved by the Holy 
Spirit, Paul also was personally taught by Jesus Himself. Since the completion of 
the New Testament to today, a word of knowledge is a giftedness to bring 
understanding to what has already been revealed in scripture.

Paul writes to the Ephesians “For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in 
the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, do not 
cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.” (3: 15-17).

The knowledge of the person of Jesus Christ is the highest form of knowledge 
(Eph 3:19; 4:13).

“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to 
another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another 
faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to 
another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 
and to another the interpretation of tongues.”

12:7-10
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Faith - Not pertaining to saving faith since this would be true of all believers, but 
faith as a gift is manifested in an unwavering trust in the Lord despite the 
circumstances one might be in. It is also demonstrated through persistent 
prayer and intercession. But this gift is also constrained by what is in accord with 
the will of God (Jhn 14:13, 14; 15:16; 16:23,24). To ask “in the name of Christ” would 
be to ask in accord with His character and with what would bring glory to Him.

Healing - It is important to remember that at the time of this letter healing, as a 
gift, assigned to certain specific men was still in effect as it served to validate the 
truth of the gospel as it spread to new areas. Yet even at that time it was very 
limited in its extent. Of course Jesus had this gift, the apostles had this gift (Mat 
10:1), the seventy (Luk 10:1) and even a few of the disciples of the apostles had 
been given the gift as well as in the case of Philip (Act 8:5-7). But the gift had 
diminished as the scripture was penned and the gospel had spread out into the 
world.

God is sovereign and is able to heal any disease, sickness or abnormality at any 
point in history and calls believers to prayer and intercession concerning healing, 
but even in Paul’s own ministry the “assigned gift” diminished. For example Paul 
could not heal himself of his own affliction (2Cor 12:7) nor did the Lord choose 
to remove it from him even though he had prayed for healing. Paul did not heal 
Timothy’s chronic illness but instead advised him to take a bit of wine (1Ti 5:23).

He also did not heal Trophimus who was sick in Miletus (2Tim 4:20). While many 
today would claim to have this gift there simply is no evidence that healing as an 
assigned gift is still in operation today. Any claims of it would have to be consis-
tent with what is testified to in scripture. That would mean instant and complete 
healing that could be documented. Healing in the Old Testament is rare and not 
given as a gift to individuals.

Until the Messiah establishes His kingdom on earth and the curse becomes 
greatly diminished, the presence of sickness and disease are always a result of 
the fallen state that man is in. There is no promise that believers are given for the 
church age to the effect that as a result of being saved and filled with the Holy 
Spirit many would be given the sign gift of healing to use at will. In fact when it 
came to signs Jesus, after he had come to Jerusalem, in the final time of His min-
istry had rebuked the Jews for always seeking a sign and said that the last and 
greatest sign would be His own resurrection (Mat 12:39; 16:4; Luk 11:29,30) 

Miracles - These are divine acts that are contrary to natural law. These too are 
rare through the Old Testament as part of every day life. Like healing and specifi-
cally the gift of healing, there was a concentrated release of this sign accompa-
nied with the ministry of Christ in order to verify who He is. His first miracle in 
Cana which demonstrated that He is creator, began just prior to His 3 year minis-
try and all of the miracles He performed were only in that concentrated period.

Even in the early church miracles were rare and quickly diminished as a sign gift 
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to verify the gospel message as it went forth. Even in those cases it was usually 
associated with power to cast out demons as given to the disciples (Luk 9:1; 
10:17-19) and the apostles. They did not possess power of creation as the Lord 
did. Since that time, miracles have again become a very rare thing and not some-
thing that is an on - command gift assigned to certain believers.

Prophecy - As a gift this word means “speak forth” or “to publicly proclaim” and 
refers to speaking forth the truth of God. All of the Major and minor prophets 
had a much greater ratio of repeating the Word that God had related to them 
than the actual volume that was given to them. While all scripture is written by 
men as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, only about 27% of the entire written 
volume is predictive revelation. And that in itself ended with the writing of the 
book of Revelation which contains the revelation of Jesus Christ and the sum-
ming up of all things.

In 14:3 Paul describes this gift as edifying, exhorting and encouraging as one 
prophecies the truth of what has been revealed about Christ and the gospel. He 
does not describe it as a gift that will produce new revelation from God that is 
specifically predictive. Anyone claiming to have “a word” from God is placing 
what they say on par with holy writ and makes their claim as valid as scripture, 
something that God strictly forbids (Rev 22:18). In Revelation 19:10 John is told 
that “the testimony of Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy” and this is the 
primary purpose of scripture.

Distinguishing of spirits - Peter demonstrated this gift in Acts 5:3 as he was able 
to discern the heart of Ananias in the presenting of his offering. Paul likewise 
was able to discern the spirit in the slave girl (Acts 16:16-18) as she was saying 
that “these men are speaking truth” and cast out the demon that was in her 
because he did not want to lend credibility to her.

All Christians should be able to exercise discernment as to what is true based on 
scripture and what is contrary to it, but those who are gifted in discernment are 
able to detect even the most subtle deviations from what is revealed in scrip-
ture. Anyone claiming to have the gift of discernment should be well disciplined 
in the study of God’s Word. It is given as gift to preserve doctrine and truth as it 
is to be understood by the body of Christ.

Tongues and the interpretation - This gift is clearly defined in what took place 
in Acts 2:5-12 as the ability to speak in other known languages that had not been 
known by those speaking it. The only purpose was that the gospel could go out 
to all people and since those who heard the gospel in their own language knew 
that those speaking it were “Galileans”, the truth was validated to them. This 
topic is discussed in further detail in chapter 14, but it is not intended to be for 
anything other than the edification of the body. Therefore tongues as a gift must 
be accompanied by interpretation.
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The evidence that any exercised gift is of the Holy Spirit is the unity such gifts 
will bring to the body. It is not many spirits that bring the true gifts, but One and 
He does not sew discord. No gift is as a result of any individual claiming it or 
seeking after it, rather they are assigned by the Holy Spirit as He wills.

So also is Christ - All of those who are born of the Spirit make up the body of 
Christ who is the head of this spiritual body. When Paul, who was a persecutor 
of the church, was confronted by Jesus he was asked “why do you persecute 
me?” God is glorified in Himself apart from creation, but as a man, Jesus who is 
the Christ is glorified not only in the revelation of Himself to man but in the rev-
elation of Himself through the redeemed. Just as He is our inheritance (Eph 1:14), 
so are we His inheritance (Eph 1:18).

The moment an individual becomes born again, the seal of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit is a reality (Rom 8:9; Col 2:10; 2Pe 1:3,4). The point is that the Spirit brings 
unity that glorifies Christ. There is no such thing as a partial salvation or baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. One doesn’t become saved and then later get granted a 
deeper baptism of the Holy Spirit as some sort of anointing. Nor do gifts 
become the primary object that believers are to desire, Christ is.

Paul is clearly responding to reports of discontentment amongst the Corinthians 
as the gifts (both from the Holy Spirit and other spirits) were being manifested. 
Paul uses the body to demonstrate that all parts, no matter how seemingly small 
or insignificant are equally important to the whole. Neither does any part of a
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“But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each 
one individually just as He wills.”

12:11

“For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For 
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

12:12-13

“For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot says, “Because I am 
not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less 
a part of the body. And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not 
a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed 
the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they 
were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are many 
members, but one body.”

12:14-20

A Unified and Diverse Body



Page 7

2

body ever question it’s purpose or significance, it just functions as it should.

Clearly in their pursuit of experience, the Corinthians had been deceived into 
seeking after visible manifestations of something spiritual for selfish gain. 
Whether the desire was to have their faith substantiated by something tangible 
or to become celebrities amongst the congregation, either way they were driven 
by selfish motives and not grasping the genuine purpose of the dispensing of 
gifts.

Each and every believer make up the body of Christ. Just as the same blood 
flows in every part of the body and just as every part is under the authority of 
the head, so too are all believers instantly and equally part of the body of Christ 
with the same Holy Spirit who indwells them and the same Head who is Christ. 
When the glorification of Jesus is our highest aim, gifts remain as what they 
were intended to be, a means by which to edify His body and not something to 
be idolized.

The sign gifts were the more visible and seemingly tangible gifts and those who 
were exercising gifts, whether genuine manifestations of the Holy Spirit or not 
had become arrogant toward others who seemingly had no gifts. Yet Paul’s anal-
ogy is that while all members of the body are important to the functioning of the 
whole, it is sometimes the less visible members who may have a more abundant 
honor. In light of that all members are to rejoice with each other and bear each 
others burdens.

In much of modern Christianity, much is made of popularity, style and seemingly 
great “destinies”; the movers and shakers of the cause as it were. Like the Corin-
thian church things that seem less spot light ish like doing the hard work of 
studying God’s Word, or serving one another or interceding for one another are 
often not elevated as satisfying to the life of a believer. Rather than a focus on 
the whole body, much is made of certain individuals and this creates a state of 
discontent within the body.
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“And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the 
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, it is much truer 
that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; and 
those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we 
bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become 
much more presentable, whereas our more presentable members have no 
need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant 
honor to that member which lacked, so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. And 
if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.”

12:21-26
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Paul categorizes the various ministries, callings and gifts and asks a series of 
rhetorical questions that have “no” as the answer. Speaking to the modern Pen-
tecostal movement, this would seem to negate their claim that individuals are 
not truly filled with the Holy Spirit until sign gifts manifest in that individual; spe-
cifically speaking in tongues. Even though various ministries, callings and gifts 
are listed by Paul he clearly makes the distinction that all are not the same of 
every believer and that they are dispensed as the Holy Spirit wills.

Earnestly desire - Since Paul has been rebuking the Corinthians for selfish pur-
suits this statement “but earnestly desire the greater gifts” cannot be under-
stood as a positive command. Rather it is an indicative statement of fact, sum-
marizing what they were in deed doing. He says this as a contrast to what is the 
“more excellent way” of love that will be described in the next chapter.
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“Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds 
of tongues. All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? 
All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? All 
do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do 
they? All do not interpret, do they? But earnestly desire the greater gifts. 
And I show you a still more excellent way.”

12:27-31




